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PART      II. 

From  the  Peace  of  Westphalia,  id  1648,  to 
the  Peace  of  Paris,  in  1763. 


LETTER      XXVI. 

General  Hew  of  the  Affairs  of  EuROPE,  from  the 
Death  cfLEV7is  XIV.  in  1715,  to  the  Death  of  the 
Emperor  J  ChARLKS  VI.  in  174O. 

THE  period  on  which  we  are  now  entering  is  hap-    Letter. 
pily  diftinguiihed  by  a  few  great  events,  for  great         -^-jj 
events  are  generally  conne&ed  with  great  calamities.   A.D.i7i5, 
The  war,  that  had  fo  long  ravaged  the  fineft  part  of 
Europe,  had  ceafed  at  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  and  dif- 
cord  feemed  to  have  left  the  earth  with  the  reftlefs  fpi- 
rit  of  Lewis  XIV.  but  a  certain  degree  of  agitation  re- 
mained, like  the  rolling  of  die  waves  after  a  ftorm. 

The  progre&of  the  rebellion  in  Great  Britain,  againft 

the  authority  of  George  I.  and  with  a  view  of  reftoring 
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PART  ir.    flite  femi]y  of  Stuart,  I  have  already  had  occafion  !• 

A.D#i7i<.  ^^^^'  ^^^  fpeedy  and  fortunate  fuppreflion  of  that 
rebellion^  as  muft  ever  be  the  tafe  in  all  free  govern- 
ments, iiicrcafed  the  influence  of  the  crown.  The  Whig- 
niiniftry,  no  longer  under  any  apprehenfions  from  the 
encroachments  of  arbitrary  power,  and  willing  utterly 
to  crufli  their  political  enemies,  without  forefeeing  the 
ilab  they  were  giving  to  public  liberty,  framed  a  bill  for 
repealing  the  Triennial  Act  (lately  thought  efl^ndaly 
by  their  own  party,  to  the  freedom  of  the  Englifli  con- 
ftitution),  and  for  extending  the  duration  of  parliaments 
to  the  term  of  Se vent  Years.  This  bill,  though  warm- 
ly oppofed  by  the  Tories  (who  now,  in  contradi<£Hon 
to  their  principles,  took  the  popular  fide  of  all  queftions), 
and  by  many  independent  and  unprejudiced  members  of 

A.  D.  1716.  both  houfes,  was  carried  by  a  great  majority ;  and  the 
king,  by  the  uniform  fiipport  of  the  Whigs,  who  in  their 
love  of  power  forgot  their  republican  maxims,  found 
himfelf  firmly  feated  on  the  Britifh  throne. 

The  authority  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  regent  of 
France,  during  the  minority  of  Lewis  XV.  was  yet  left 
perfe<5tly  eftablifhcdr  He  had.  a  powerful  faftion  to 
ftruggle  with  ;  and,  therefore,  judged  it  prudent  to 
ftrengthen  himfelf  by  alliances.  But  it  will  be  proper, 
my  dear  Philip,  before  I  enter  into  the  particulars  of 
thofe  alliancf^s,  to  turn  your  eye,  for  a  moment,  toward 
;inothcr  quarter  of  Europe. 

The  Turks,  who  are  far  from  bring  profound  poli- 
ticians, happily  remained  quiet,  whije  the  Chriftian 
princes  were  moft  deeply  embroiled  among  themfelvcs  ^ 
but  no  fooncr  was  the  general  peace  concluded,  than 
Achme t  III .  commenced  hoftilities  againft  the  Venetians,^ 
and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the^Morea,  or  ancient  Pelo-^ 
ponnefiis.    The  empexpr  Charles  VI.  as  guarantee  of 
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tiie  treaty  of  Carlowitz,  by  which  this  territory  had  been    I'-^ER. 
afligiicd  to  the  republic  of  Venice,  was  bound,  in  ho-    ^J,  ^-^j 
nour,  to  declare  war  againft  the  Turks  for  infringing    A..D.  1716. 
it :  -  and  the  pope,  alarmed  at  the  progrcfs  of  the  Infi- 
dels, urged  his  Imperial  Majefty  to-ftand  forth  in  de- 
fence of  Chriftcndom.     Charles  accordingly  afiemblcd 
a  powerful  army,  under  the  celebrated  prince  Eugene  ; 
who  pafled  the  Danube,  and  defeated  the  grand  vizier 
All  at  Peterwaradin.     'i'he  year  following,  the  fame   A.D.  i;!/, 
general  undertook  the  ficge  of  Belirrade.     The  Turks  ' 

advanced  to  its  relief,  and  befieged  him  in  his  camp. 
His  danger  was  imminent :  but  military  iTcill  and  dif- 
ciplined  valour  triumphed  over  numbers  and  favage  fe- 
rocity. He  fallied  out  of  his  entrenchments';  and,  fall- 
ing fuddenly  upon  the  enemy,  routed  them  with  great 
(laughter,  and  took  their  cannon,  baggage,  and  every 
thing  belonging  to  their  camp.  Belgrade  furrcndcrcd 
immediately  after. 

The  confcquence  of  thefe  two  viiSories  was  the  peace  a.  D.  1718^ 
of  Paflbrowitz,  by  which  the  Porte  ceded  to  the  empe- 
ror Belgrade  and  all  the  bannat  of  'Fcmenvaer.  But 
the  Venetians,  on  whofe  account  the  war  had  been  un- 
dertaken, did  not  recover  their  pofieflions  in  Greece  : 
die  Morea  was  left,  and  ftfll  remains  in  the  hanJs  of 
the  Turks. 

What  time  the  arms  of  the  emperor  were  emploj'ed 
againft  the  Infidels,  a  new  enemy  was  rifing  up  againft 
him  in  Chriftendom,  and  even  from  the  bofom  of  the 
catholic  church.  Philip  V.  of  Spain,  having  loft  his 
firft  queen,  Maria  Louifa  of  Savoy,  had  married,  in 
1 7 14,  Elizabeth  Farnefe,  prefumptive  heirefs  to  the 
duchies  of  Parma,  Placcntia,  and  Tufcany,  with  all 
the  territories  belonging  to  them.  This  marriage, 
which  not  a  little  alarmed  the  emperor,  was  chiefly 
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?AR  T  n.  brought  about  by  th<*  intrigues  of  Albcroni,  an  Italian 
A.D.  i7ff.  pricft>  and  a  nativd  of  Placentia,  who  foon  rofe  to  the 
highcft  favour  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  and  was  honour* 
ed  by  the  pope  with  »  cardinal's  hat.  The  princcfe  Ur- 
fini,  who  had  long  directed  aU  things  in  Spain,  and 
who,  it  is  (aid,  might  have  fbared  the  throne,  had  (he 
not  hoped  to  govern  more  abfdutely,  and  lefs  invidi* 
oudy,  by  means  of  another,  was  now  ordered  to  quit 
the  kingdom.  The  new  queen,  who  was  a  woman  of 
fpirit,  governed  alone  her  too  eafy  hufband,  and  Alberont 
governed  the  queen,  by  flattering  her  ambition'* 

The  bold,  rather  than  correal,  or  illuminated  genius 
of  that  miniftcr,  made  him  form  the  moft  extraordinary 
projeifls.  The  principal,  as  well  as  moft  rational  of 
thefe,  though  in  itfelf  fuiSciently  romantic,  was  to  re* 
cover  all  the  territories  that  Spain  had  ceded  at  the  peace 
of  Utrecht,  but  more  cfpecially  her  Italian  dominions. 
This  idea  fecms  to  have  occupied  the  mind  of  Alberoni 
when  he  negociated  the  marriage  of  Philip  V.  withthe 
princefs  of  Parma,  whofe  intcreft  in  Italy  was  great^  and 
for  whoie  offspring  thofe  fpeculative  conquefts  were  de- 
figned,  as  all  hopes  of  their  fuccecding  to  the  Spanifb 
monarchy  were  cut  off  by  the  children  of  the  firft  bed. 
In  order  to  enable  him  to  execute  that  ambitious  proje^ 
which  was  highly  flattering  to  the  queen,  he  laboured 
indcfatigably,  and  with  no  fmall  degree  of  fucceis,  to 
put  die  Spanifh  finances  on  a  refpeAable  footing,  while 
he  new-modelled  and  greatly  augmented  both  the  army 
and  navy. 

Alberoni,  however,  did  not  rely  merely  on  the  re- 
fources  of  Spain  for  the  execution  of  fo  great  an  under- 
taking.   He  ejfetended  his  negociations  and  intrigues  to 
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every  court  in  Europe.  He  endeavoured  to  engage  the  LE'TER. 
Turks,  notwithftanding  their  lofle^,  to  continue  the  war  ^  ^-\j 
againft  the  emperor,  whom  he  meant  to  ftrip  of  his  Ita-  A.  D.  i :  1 8. 
lian  conquefb*  He  perfuaded  Philip  V.  that  his  re- 
nunciation was  invalid,  and  that  he  had  ftill  a  better 
light  than  the  duke  of  Orleans,  not  only  to  the  crown 
of  France,  in  cafe  of  the  death  of  Lewis  XV.  without 
male  iiTue,  but  alfo  to  the  regency  during  the  minority 
of  that  prince.  In  hopes  of  bringing  about  this  import- 
ant revolution,  and  becoming  prime  minifter  of  both 
France  and  Spain,  he  accordingly  inflamed  the  French 
malcontents.  He  alfo  encouraged  the  Scottifli  Jacobite?, 
with  whom  he  held  a  fecret  correspondence ;  and  he 
had  formed  a  fcheme,  in  conjundion  with  the  duke  of 
Ormond,  the  baron  de  Goertz,  and  Charles  XII.  of 
Sweden,  who  thirfted  after  revenge  on  the  houfe  of  Ha- 
nover, of  acquiring  a  new  and  powerful  ally  to  his  ma- 
ftcr,  by  placing  the  P^retender  on  the  throne  of  Great 
Britaun.  But  all  thefe  dazzling  proje£ls  foon  vaniflied 
into  air,  and  this  meteor  of  a  moment  disappeared  with 
them. 

We  have  already  feen  in  what  manner  the  intrigues 
of  the  baron  de  Goertz  were  defeated,  by  the  feizure  of 
the  papers  of  Gyllemburg,  the  Swedifh  ambaflador  at 
the  court  of  England,  and  the  fubfequent  death  of 
Charles  XII.  Thofe  of  Albcroni  were  defeated,  in  like 
manner,  by  the  fe|zure  of  the  papers  of  prince  Cellamar^ 
die  Spanifh  Ambafiador  at  the  court  of  France.  The 
project  of  prince  Cellamar  and  his  confederates  was,  to 
land  a  Dody  of  Spanifli  troops  in  Brittany,  in  order  to 
^vour  the  affembling  the  malcontents  of  Poitou ;  to 
feize  the  perfon  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  oblige  him 
to  refign  the  regency  to  Philip  V,  On  the  difcovery  of 
(his  plot,  cardinal  Polignac,  one  of  the  principal  con- 
'Ipirators,  was  confined  to  his  abbey;  the  duke  and  du- 
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chefs  of  Maine  were  taken  into  cuftodjr ;  the  prince  dc 
Dombes  and  the  count  d'Eu  were  ordered  to  retire  from 
court ;  the  Spanifti  arnbafTador  was  condudled  to  the 
frontiers;  five  gentlemen  of  Brittany  were  executed,  and 
the  duke  of  Orleans  found  his  authority  thenceforth  more 
firmly  cft\jblinicd\ 

The  formerly  precarious  ftaic  of  that  authority,  and 
the  dangerous  intrigues  of  Alberoni,  had  induced  the  re- 
gent of  France,  in  1 716,  to  enter  into  a  league  with 
England  and  Holland  ;  and  the  violent  ambition  of  the 
court  of  Spain,  which  feemcd  to  know  no  bounds,  now 
difpolVd  thofe  three  powers,  in  conjunction  with  the 
emperor,  to  form  the  famous  Quadruple  Alliance^ 
as  a  dyke  againft  its  fury.  After  the  articles  which  pror 
vidcd  for  the  maintaining  of  the  |K'acc  of  Utrecht,  the 
principal  ftipulations  in  that  treaty  were,  That  the  duke 
of  Savoy,  in  confideration  of  certain  places  in  Italy, 
fliould  exchange  with  the  emperor  the  ifland  of  Sicily 
for  that  of  Sardinia,  of  which  he  fliould  take  the  regal 
title  ;  and  that  the  emperor  fhould  confer  on  Don  Car- 
los-, cldcft  fon  of  the  young  queen  of  Spain,  the  invefti- 
lure  of  the  duchies  of  Parma,  Placentia,  and  Tufcany, 
on  the  death  of  the  prefent  pofTeflbrs  without  ifTue. 

This  formidable  alliance  made  no  alteration  in  the 
temper  of  Alberoni.  The  article  that  regarded  the  even- 
tual fucceilion  of  Don  Carlos  was  rcjedted  with  fcorn  by 
the  Spanifh  courtj  which  had  already  taken  pofleffion 
of  Sardinia,  under  pretence  of  affifting  the  Venetians 
againft  the  Turks,  and  of  great  part  of  the  ifland  of  Si* 
cilv.  The  confequence  of  this  obftinacy,  and  of  thefe 
unprovoked  hoflili ties,  was  a  declaration  of  war  againft 
Spain,  by  France  and  England. 

2.  Duke  of  Berwick's  Mem,  vol.   ti.      Mem,  Jt  Brwtienkmnrg$ 

Bur 
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But,  before  that  meafiire  was  embraced,  every  iiie-    letter 
thod  had  been  tried,  though  uneficclually,  to  adjuft     ^     _/^ 
nutters  by  negociation:  Alberoni  fought  only  to  gain    A.D.i:xS. 
time,  by  amufing  the  minifters-of  the  two  crowns.     He 
did  not^  however,  fuccced  in  his  fcheme.     George  I. 
even  while  he  negociated,  fent  a  powerful  fleet  into  the 
Mediterranean,  under  Sir  George  Byng ;  who,  being 
vefted  with  very  ample  powers,  and  finding  every  pro- 
po&l  to  induce  the  Spaniards  to  accede  to  a  cefiation  of 
arms  treated  with  difdain,  proceeded  to  execute  his  ul- 
timate inftruc^ions.     He  accordingly  engaged  the  Spa« 
nifli  fleet  near  the  coaft  of  Sicily,  and  took  or  deftro)^ 
twenty-one  fliips  out  of  twenty-fcven,  fourteen  of  which    Aug.  1 1. 
were  of  the  line :  yet  could  he  not  prevent  the  Spanifli 
troops,  commanded  by  the  marquis  de  Leda,  from  mak- 
ing thcmfclves  mafters  of  the  citadel  of  Meilina,  the 
town  having  furrendered  before  his  arrival.     But,  by  his 
affivity  in  tranfporting  German  troops  into  Sicily,  both 
ihe  town  and  citadel  were  foon  recovered :  and  the  Spa-    A.D.  i7i9« 
niards  made  overtures  for  evacuating  the  ifland.     The 
recovery  of  Sicily  was  followed  by  the  furrender  of  Sar.- 
4inia, 

I^  the  mean  time  the  duke  of  Berwick  conduced  a 
French  army  towards  the  frontiers  of  Spain,  and  made 
himfelf  matter  of  St.  Scbaftian  and  Fontarabia ;  the  duke 
of  Ormond  failed  in  his  attempt  to  land  a  Spanifh  army 
in  Great  Britain  ;  and  the  duke  of  Berwick  having  made 
preparations  for  opening  the  next  campaign  with  the 
ficgc  of  Rofes  and  Pampeluna,  Philip  V.  acceded  to  the  A.D.  17:0. 
terms  prcfcribed  by  the  Quadruple  Alliance^  and  Albe- 
foni  was  difgraced', 

While  this  Italian  prieft,  the  fon  of  a  pcafant,  and 
(imaerlT  the  curate  of  a  petty  village  near  Parma,  was 

3.  Id.  ibM, 

B  4  ambitioufly 
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1PART  II.  ambitioufly  attempting  to  change  the  political  ftate  of 
A.D.  I7Z0.  Europe,  a  great  and  real  change  was  brought  about  in 
the  commercial  world,  in  the  finances  of  nations  and  the 
fortunes  of  individuals,  by  a  Scottifli  adventurer,  named 
John  Law.  Profeffionally  a  gamefter,  and  a  calculator 
of  chances,  Law  had  been  obliged  to  abandon  his  native 
country,  for  having  killed  his  antagonift  in  a  duel.  He 
vifited  fevcral  parts  of  the  continent :  and,  on  his  ar- 
rival at  Paris,  he  was  particularly  ftruck  with  the  confli- 
fion  into  which  the  ambition  of  Lewis  XIV.  had  thrown 
the  French  finances.  To  remedy  that  evil  appeared  a 
ta/k  worthy  of  his  daring  genius : — and  he  flattered  him- 
felf  that  he  could  accomplifh  it.  The  greatnefs  of  the 
idea  recommended  it  to  the  duke  of  Orleans,  whofe 
bold  fpirit  and  (anguine  temper  induced  him  to  adopt 
the  wildeft  projpdls. 

Law's  fcheme  was,  by  fpcedily  paying  off  the  im- 
menfe  national  debt,  to  cjear  the  public  revenue  of  the 
enormous  intcreft  that  abforbcd  it.  The  introdu<aioa 
of  paper-credit  could  alone  cffdk,  this  amazing  revolu- 
tion, and  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate  feemed  to  require 
fuch  an  expedient.  Law  accordingly  eftabliflied  a  bank, 
which  was  fopn  declared  royal,  and  united  with  the 
Miflifippi  pr  Weft  India  company,  from  whofe  com- 
merce the  greateft  riches  were  expefted,  and  which  foon 
fwallowed  up  all  the  other  trading  companies  in  tKe 
kingdom.  It  undertook  the  management  of  th«  trade 
to  tjic  coaft  of  Affica;  it  alfo  obtained  the  privileges  of 
the  old  Eaft  India  compaj^y,  founded  by  the  celebrated 
Colbert,  which  had  gone  tp  decay,  and  given  up  its 
trade  to  the  merchants  of  St.  Malo  5  and  it,  at  length, 
engrofled  the  forming  of  the  national  taxes. 

The  Miflxfippi, company,  in  a  word,  feemed  eft<- 
bjifhed  on  fuch  folid  foundations,  and  pregnant  with 

fuch 
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fiich  vaft  advantages,  that  a  fhare  in  its  ftock  roie  to    Lettzk 
above  twenty  times  its  original  value.     The  caufe  of        _^' 
this  extraordinary  rife  deferves  to  be  traced.  A«D:i7s«. 

It  bad  long  been  believed,  on  the  doubtful  rela* 
tions'of  travellers,  that  the  country  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  river  Mii&fippi  contained  inexhauflible  trea- 
fiu-es.  Law  availed  himfelf  of  this  credulity,  and  en- 
deavoured to  encourage  and  increaie  it  by  myfterious 
reports.  It  was  whifpered,  as  a  fecret,  that  the  cele- 
brated, but  fuppofed  fabulous  mines  of  St.  Barbe,  had 
at  length  been  difcovered ;  and  that  they  were  much 
richer  than  even  fame  had  reported  them.  In  order  to 
give  the  greater  weight  to  this  deceitful  rumour,  a  num- 
ber of  miners  were  fent  out  to  Louidana,  to  dig,  as  was 
pretended,  the  abundant  treafure ;  with  a  body  of  troops 
fuffidcnt  to  defend  them  againfl  die  Spaniards  and  In- 
dianS)  as  weU  as  to  protect  die  precious  produce  of  their 
roils! 

The  impreffion  which  this  flratagem  made  upon  a 
nation  naturally  fond  of  novelty,  is  altogether  aftonifh- 
ing.  Every  one  was  eager  to  obtain  a  fhare  in  the  flock 
of  the  new  company :  the  AfiJ/tfippi  Scheme  became  the 
grand  objed,  and  (he  fil^imate  aim  of  all  purfuits  ^. 

Even 

4.  The  adventurers  were  not  fatUfied  with  a  bare  aflbciation  with 
the  company,  which  had  obtained  the  difpofal  of  that  fine  country. 
The  proprietors  were  applied  tu  from  all  qnarters  for  lar^  tra<ds  of 
Sand  for  plantations ;  which,  it  was  reprefented,  would  yield,  in  a 
few  years,  an  hundred  times  the  fum  necelTary  to  be  laid  out  upon 
then.  The  ricbcft  and  mod  intelligent  men  in  the  nation  were  the 
inoft  forward  in  making  thcfe  purchafes ;  and  fuch  as  could  not  af- 
ford to  become  purchafers,  folicited  the  management  of  plantations, 
pf  cren  to  be  employed  in  cultivating  them ! — During  this  general  in<- 
latuatioDy  all  pcrfons  who  offered  themfelves,  whether  natives  or 
Ibccigncrti  were  promifcuouily  and  careUfsly  crowded  into  (hips, 

ao4 
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FART  II.     Even  Law  himfelf,  deceived  by  his  own  calculations. 


JlUEXiyS^* 


ami  intoxicated  with  the  public  folly,  had  fabricated  fo 
many  notes,  that  the  chimerical  value  of  the  funds,  in 
17 1 9,  exceeded  fourfcore  times  the  real  value  of  the 
current  coin  of  the  kingdom,  which  was  almoft  all  in 
the  hands  of  government. 

This  profufion  of  paper,  in  which  only  the  debts  of 
the  ftate  were  paid  ofF,  firft  occafioned  fuipicion,  and 
afterwards  fpread  a  general  alarm.     I'he  late  financiers, 
in  con}un6lipn  with  the  great  bankers,  exhaufted  the 
Royal  Bank,  by  coi)tinuaIly  drawing  u|Don  it  for  large 
funis.  Every  one  wanted  to  convert  his  notes  into  cafh ; 
but  the  disproportion  of  fpecic  was  immcnfe.     Public 
{credit  funk  at  once ;  and  a  tyrannical  ediv5t,  forbidding 
private  peribns  to  keep  by  them  above  five  hundred  liv- 
res,  ferved  only  to  crvfli  it  more  effedtually,  and  toin-» 
£amc  the  injured  and  infulted  nation  againfi:  the  Re-r 
gent.     Law,  who  had  been  appointed  comptroller-gc^ 
jicral  of  the  finances,  and  loaded  with  refpcft,  was  now 
execrated  and  obliged  to  fly  from  a  country  he  had  beg- 
gared, without  enriching  himfelf,  in  order  to  diicbarge 
tlic  debts  of  the  crown  *.     The  diftrefs  of  the  kingdom 
was  fo  great,  and  the  public  creditors  fo  numerous,  that 
government  was  under  the  neceflity  of  affording  them 
relief.      Upward    of  five  hundred   thoufand  fufferers, 
chicfiy  fathers  of  families,  prcfentcd  tlieir  whole  for- 
tunes in  paper ;  and  government,  after  liquidating  thefc 
debts,  which  are  £iid  to  have  originally  amounted  to  a 
fum  too  incredible  to  be  lumed,  charged  itfelf  with  the 

;An.!  laiidi  (1  on  the  hnrning  fands  of  the  Biloxi,  a  diflrid  in  Weft 
Floriih,  between  Penfacola  ai:d  the  mouth  of  the  Miflifipfi,  \vhcr« 
a  Trtnch  fcttlemcnt  had  been  ii.confiderately  formed,  and  where 
thole  unh.-.ppjr  men  perilhcd  in  thoufands,  of  want  and  vexation^ 
•  the  nuf^rablc  Ticlims  of  a  polttical  impofturc,  and  of  their  own  bUi.<} 
avidity.  Raynal,  //^.  Philof.  d  Politique^  liv.  xVi. 
5.  Voltairei  Rayna),  and  other  Trcuch  authorss 

enormous 
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«nonnous  debt  of  fixteen  hundred  and  thirty-one  miU    letter 
lions  of  livres,  to  be  paid  in  fpccie  «• 


XXVI. 
A.D.  i;2o. 


Thus  ended,  in  France,  the  famous  Missisippi 
Sheme  ;  fo  ruinous  to  the  fortune  of  individuals,  but 
ulamatcly  beneficial  to  the  ftate,  which  it  relieved  from 
an  exec  111  vc  load  of  debt,  though  it  threw  the  finances, 
for  a  time,  into  the  utmoft  diforder.  Its  efFefts,  how- 
ever, were  not  confined  to  that  kingdom.  Many  fo- 
leigners  had  adventured  in  the  French  funds,  and  the 
contagion  of  ftock-jobbing  infected  other  nations.  Hol« 
bnd  received  a  flight  fhock ;  but  its  violence  was  more 
peculinrly  referved  for  England,  where  it  appeared  in  a 
varictj  of  forms,  and  cxhaufted  all  its  fury.  The 
South  Sea  Scheme,  evidently  borrowed  from  that 
of  Law,  firft  excited  the  avidity  of  the  nation.  But  it 
will  be  necefTar}',  before  I  enter  upon  that  fubjefl,  to 
give  fome  account  of  the  nature  of  the  Stocks^  and  the 
rife  of  the  Scuth  Sea  Company, 

Nothing,  my  dear  Philip,  is  fo  much  talked  of  in 
London,  or  fo  little  underftood,  as  the  National 
Debt,  the  Public  Funds,  and  the  Stocks  :  I  fliall, 
therefore,  endeavour  to  give  you  a  general  idea  of  them. 
The  National  Debt  is  the  refidue  of  thofe  immenfe  fums, 
which  government  has,  in  times  of  exigency,  been  ob- 
liged to  raife,  by  way  of  voluntary  loan,  for  the  pub- 
lic fcr\icc,  beyond  what  the  annual  revenue  of  the 
crown  could  fupply,  and  which  the  ftate  has  not  hither- 
to found  it  convenient  to  pay  ofF.  The  Public  Funds 
confift  of  certain  ideal  aggregations,  or  maflcs  of  the  mo- 
jiej'  thus  dcpofited  in  the  hands  of  government,  toge- 
ther with  the  general  produce  of  the  taxes  appropriated 
by  parliament  to    pay  the  intereft    of  that  money; 

(.  Voltaire. 

and 
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FART  II.  and  the  furplus  of  thefe  taxes,  which  have  .always  bcca 
aTdl'i^zo.  n*o^^  ^^  fufBcient  to  anfwer  the  charge  upon  them, 
compofes  what  is  called  the  Sinking  Fund,  as  it  was 
originally  intended  to  be  applied  toward  the  redu£lion, 
qrjin/khig  of  the  national  debt.  The  Stocks  zrc  the  whole 
of  this  public  and  funded  debt ;  which  being  divided 
into  an  infinity  of  portions  or  (hares,  bearing  a  known 
interefl-,  but  different  in  the  different  funds,  may  be 
xeadily  transferred  from  one  perfon  to  another,  and  con* 
verted  into  ca(h  for  the  purpofes  of  bufmefs  or  pleafure, 
and  which  rife  or  fall  in  valus  according  to  the  plenty  or 
fcarcity  of  money  in  the  nation,  dr  the  opinion  the  pro- 
prietors have  of  the  fcc\irity  of  public  credit. 

Such  is  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  ftocks,  which  arc 
fubjecl  to  little  fluSuation,  except  in  times  of  national 
^ger  or  calamity.  For  as  the  public  creditors  have 
long  given  up  all  expe£bition  of  ever  receiving  their  ca* 
pital  from  government,  the  Stocks  arc  not  much  aifcdl- 
eJ  by  great  national  profperity,  unlcfe  when  attended 
with  a  fiidden  or  extraordinary  influx  of  money.  A 
ihrong  probability,  amounting  to  a  fpeculative  certainty^ 
that  the  interefl  of  the  national  debt  will  continue  to  be 
regularly  paid,  without  any  farther  redu^on,  muft  raife 
the  Stocks  nearly  as  high  as  they  can  go  ;  and  this  is  the 
common  effedt  of  peace  and  tranquillity.  Formerly^ 
however,  the  cafe  ws^  otherwife.  The  loans  were 
chiefly  made  by  corporations,  or  great  companies  of 
merchants;  who,  befide  the  ftipulatcd  intereft,  were 
iiKluIged  with  certain  commercial  advantages.  To  one 
of  thofe  companies  was  granted,  in  1711,  the  monopo- 
ly of  a  projefted  trade  to  the  Spanifli  fettlements  on  the 
South  Sea ,  an  entire  freedom  to  vifit  which,  it  was 
fiippofed,  England  would  obtain,  cither  from  the  houfe 
of  Auftria  or  that  of  Bourbon,  in  confequence  of  thq 
prodigious  fuccciTes  of  the  wart 

At 
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At  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  no  fuch  freedom  was  ob-    letter 

XXVI. 

tained.  But  the  AfQento,  or  contrafi  for  fupplying  the  .^^  ^  '  f 
Spanifli  colonies  with  negroes,  convej^d  to  Great  Bri-  a.  D,  i  720- 
tain  by  the  commercial  treaty  with  Philip  V.  as  well  as 
the  fingular  privilege  of  fending  annually  to  the  fair  of 
Porto  Bello  a  ihip  of  five  hundred  tons  burden,  laden 
with  European  commodities,  was  vefted  exclufivcly  in 
the  South  Sb a  Company.  By  virtue  of  this  contrail, 
Britiih  fiiSories  were  eflabliifaed  at  Carthagena,  Pana- 
ma, Vera  Cruz,  Buenos  Ayres,  and  other  SpaniOi  fettle- 
ments :  and  the  company  was  farther  permitted  to  freight 
in  the  ports  of  the  South  Sea  vefTels  of  four  hundred 
tons  burden,  in  order  to  convey  its  negroes  to  all  the 
towns  on  the  coafls  of  Mexico  and  Peru  ;  to  equip  them 
as  it  pleafed ;  to  nominate  the  commanders  of  them,  and 
(0  bring  back  the  produce  of  its  iales  in  gold  or  filver, 
without  being  fubje£l  to  any  duty  of  import  or  export  ~  * 

Nor  was  this  all.  The  agents  of  the  Britifli  South 
Sea  Company,  under  cover  of  the  importation  which 
chey  were  authorifed  to  make  by  the  fhip  fent  annually 
to  Porto  Bello,  poured  in  their  commodities  on  the 
Spanifli  colonies,  without  limitation  or  rcferve.  Inflead 
of  a  veflel  of  five  hundred  tons  burden,  as  flipulatcd  by 
the  treaty,  they  ufually  employed  one  of  a  thoufand  tons, 
cxduiive  of  water  and  provifions  :  ihe  was  accompanied 
by  du'ee  or  four  fmaller  veflcls,  which  fupplied  her 
wants,  and  mooring  in  Come  neighbouring  creek,  fur-> 
niflied  her  dandeftinely  with  frefh  bales  of  goods,  in  or* 
der  to  replace  fuch  as  had  been  previoufly  fold  \ 

By  thefe  various  advantages,  the  profits  of  the  South 
Sea  Company  became  exceffively  great,  and  the  public 

7.  AadoioD*!  ffyi.  of  Comrnefttt  Tol.  U. 

8.  Id.  lb.    Sec  alio  RobcnfoD't  Hif,  o/AmerUm^  l»M>k  iriiL 

(uppofcd 
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PART  II.  fuppofcd  them  yet  greater  than  they  really  were,  En-» 
A.D^B72o  couraged  by  fuch  favourable  circumftances,  and  by  the 
general  fpirit  of  avaricious  enterprize,  Sir  John  Blount> 
one  of  the  direftors,  who  had  been  bred  a  fcrivener, 
was  tempted  to  proje*ft,  In  17 19,  the  infamous  South 
Sea  Scheme,  Under  pretence  of  enabling  govern- 
ment to  pay  off  the  national  debt,  by  lowering  the  in- 
tcreft,  and  reducing  all  the  funds  into  one,  he  pfopofed 
tliat  the  South  Sea  Company  fliould  become  the  fole 
public  creditor. 

A  SCHEME  fo  pkufibic,  and  fo  advantageous  to  the 
ilat^>  v/as  readily  adopted  by  the  miniftry,  and  foon  rc^ 
ccivcJ  the  fanftion  of  an  act  of  parliament.  The  pur- 
port of  this  act  was,  'l^hat  the  South  Sea  companjr 
fliould  be  authoriicd  to  buy  u^  from  the  feveral  pro- 
prietors, all  the  funded  debts  of  the  crown,  which  then 
bore  an  intcrcft  of  five  per  cent,  and  that,  after  the  ex- 
piration of  fix  years,  the  intcreft  fliould  be  reduced  to 
tour  per  cent,  and  the  capltd  be  redeemable  by  parlia-* 
ment\  But  as  the  direftors  could  not  be  fuppofed 
poireiicd  of  money  fufHcient  for  fo  great  an  undertakin?! 
they  were  empowered  to  raife  it  by  different  means  ; 
and  particularly  by  opcjiing  booics  of  fubfcription,  and 
granting  annuities  to  fuch  public  creditors  as  fliould 
think  proper  to  exchange  the  fccurity  of  the  crown  for 
that  of  the  South  Sea  Company',  with  tlie  emoluments 
which  might  refult  from  xh^ix  commerce'^. 

<),  Sec  tlic  printed  aft. 

10.  Thtfc  emoluments,  as  we  have  already  feen,  were  verf 
great ;  yet  fo  inrcIligcKt  a  writer  as  Dr.  Smollct  hasfaid,  ««  That  ill 
•*  the  f.hcmc  of  Law  there  was  fometbing  fuhflcnlial :  an  exetufive  trmit 
"  to  Louisa  promifcd/>«tf  aJvautagg;  but  the  South  S^a  Oqhe^e 
*'  promTud  no  commercial  ad'OatiUge  of  any  co-fe^nencey  (HiJI.  of  Emmm 
Tol.  X.)  So  liable  arc  men  of  the  greatcll  talent*  to  be  the  dupciof 
,  iMonuicc  or  prejudice ! 

While 


« 
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While  this  affair  was  in  agitation,  the  ftock of  the    lETTEit 
South  Sea  company  rofe  from  one  hundred  and  thirty,  ^  ^ 

or  diirty  pounds  on  the  hundred  above  its  primary  va-  A.D,  17*0^ 
lue,  to  near  four  hundred  pounds,  or  four  times  the 
price  paid  by  the  firft  fubfcribers  j  and  in  order  to  raife 
it  ftill  higher,  Bloun^  the  projeftor  of  the  fchemc,  cir- 
culated a  report,  on  the  paffing  of  the  biU,  that  Gib- 
raltar and  Minorca  would  be  exchanged  for  fome  places 
in  Peru,  by  the  cefSon  of  which  the  Britifli  trade  to  the 
South  Sea  would  be  much  enlarged.  In  confequencc  of 
this  rumour,  which  operated  like  contagion,  by  exciting 
hopes  of  prodigious  dividends,  the  fubfcription-books 
were  no  fooner  opened  than  pcrfons  of  all  ranks  and 
conditions,  as  well  as  all  ages  and  fexes,  crowded  to 
the  South  Sea  houfe,  eager  to  become  proprietors  of 
flock.  The  firft  purchafes  were,  in  a  few  weeks,  fold 
for  double  the  money  paid  for  them ;  and  the  delurion9 
or  rather  the  in&tuation,  w:is  carried  fo  far,  that  ftock 
fold,  at  laft,  for  ten  times  its  original  price.  New  pro- 
jeftors  ftarted  up  every  day,  to  avail  themfel ves  of  die 
avarice  and  credulity  of  the  nation ;  and  the  Welch- 
copper  company,  the  York-building  company,  and 
many  others  were  formed. 

No  interefted  projedl  was  fo  abfurd  as  not  to  meet 
with  encouragement,  during  the  public  delirium ;  but 
the  South  Sea  fcheme  continued  to  be  th^  great  chjeH 
of  attra£Uon.  At  length,  however,  to  ufe  the  phrafe 
of  the  times,  the  bubble  began  to  bur^.  It  was  difco- 
vered,  that  fuch  as  were  thought  to  be  in  the  fecret, 
had  difpofed  of  all  their  ftock,  while  the  tide  was  at  its 
height.  An  univerfol  alarm  was  fpread.  Every  one 
ivanted  to  fell,  and  no  body  to  buy,  except  at  a  very  re- 
duced price.  The  South  Sea  ftx>ck  fell  as  rapidly  as  it 
ktd  rifeiv  and  to  the  lowcft  ebb  ;  £0  that^  in  a  little 
J  time^ 
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PART  II.  time,  nothing  was  to  be  feen  of  this  bewitching  fchemc 
iubriTso.  ^"^  ^^  direful  eftedfe  of  its  violence  -  the  wreck  of  pri- 
vate fortunes,  and  the  bankruptcy  of  merchants  and 
trading  companies !  nor  any  thing  to  be  heard  but  the 
ravings  of  difappointed  ambition ;  the  execrations  of 
heggard  avarice;  the  pathetic  wailings  of  innocent 
credulit)',  the  grief  of  unexpefted  poverty,  or  the  fran- 
tic bowlings  of  defpair  !  —The  timely  interpofition,  and 
fteady  wi(dom  of  parliament,  only  could  have  prevent- 
ed a  general  bankruptcy. 

Pcccnibcr.  A  COMMITTEE  of  the  houfe  of  commons  was  cho- 
kn  by  ballot,  to  examine  all  the  books,  papers,  and 
proceedings  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  South  Sea 
adl ;  and  this  committee  difcbvercd,  that  before  any 
fubfcription  could  be  made,  a  fiflitious  ftock  of  five 
hundred  and  fcventy-four  thoufand  pounds  had  been 
difpofed  of  by  the  dire£lors,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
palling  of  the  bill.     Mr.  Aiflabie,  chancellor  of  the  Ex- 

/.U.  i:zt,  chequer,  who  had  fhared  largely  in  the  ftock,  was  ex- 
pelled the  houfe  of  commons  ^"d  committed  to  the 
'J^owcr,  for  having  promoted  the  deftruclive  execution 
of  "  the  South  Sea  Icheme,  with  a  view  to  his  own  ex- 
*'  orbitant  profit ;  and  having  combined  with  the  direc- 
**  tors  in  their  pernicious  prad:ices,  to  the  ruin  of  pub- 
*'  lie  credit.'*  Mr.  fccretary  Craggs  and  his  father,  alfo 
great  delinquents,  died  before  they  underwent  the  cen- 
fure  of  the  houfe^j  but  the  commons  rcfolved,  nevcr- 
thelefs,  that  Mr.  Craggs,  fenior,  was  "  a  notorious  ac- 
*'  complice  with  Robert  Knight,  treafurcr  to  the  Soudi 
"  Sea  company,  knd  fome  of  the  direftors,  in  carrying 
**  on  their  fcandalous  pradHces  :  and,  therefore,  that  all 
"  the  eftate  of  which  he  was  pofleffed  at  the  time  of  hit 
*•  death,  fhould  be  applied  toward  the  relief  of  the  un- 
« happy  fufferers  by  the  South  Sea  fchemc"."    The' 

J  I.  Journali  of  the  Commons,  1711, 
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«ftates  of  ^  dlire£brs  were  alfo  coniiicated  bv  ad  of  lettkh 

parluuncnt^  and  direSed  to  he  applied  to  the  fame  pur«  ^,  _!^ 

pofi^  after  a  certain  allowance  was  deduced  for  each  ^^*  ^7U% 
direfiori  according  to  his  condud  and  circumftances. 

The  commons  having  thus  punifli^  the  chief  pro« 
mocers  of  this  iniquitous  fcheme,  by  dripping  them  of 
their  ill-got  wealth)  proceeded  to  repair^  as  fu*  as  pofr 
fibk^  the  milchiefs  it  had  occaiioned*     They  according* 
ly  prepared  a  bUl  for  that  purpofe.     On  the  inquiries 
relative  to  the  framing  of  this  bill  it  appeai'ed^  That 
the  whole  capital  ftock  of  the  South  Sea  company,  at 
tlieend  of  the  year  1 720,  amounted  to  thirty-feven  mil- 
lions  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  -,  that  the  ftock 
alk»tted  to  all  the  proprietors  did  not  exceed  twenty-four 
millions  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ;  that  the  re- 
maining capital  ftock  belonged  to  the  company  in  tlieir 
coqxMrate  capacity,  being  the  profit  ariiing  from  the  exe- 
cution qf  the  fraudulent  ftock-jobbing  fcheme.     Out  of 
diisy  it  was  enaded,  that  feven  millions  fhould  be  paid 
to  the  public  fufFerers.     It  was  likewife  enabled,  that 
feveral  additions  fhould  be  made  to  the  ftock  of  the 
proprietors,  out  of  that  poflefled  by  the  company  in 
their  own  right ;  and  that,  after  fuch  diftributions,  the 
lemaining  capital  flock  fhould  be  divided  among  the 
proprietors.     By  thefe  wife  and  equitable  regulations^ 
pd)lic  credit  was  reftored,  and  the  ferment  of  the  oa* 
tion  gradually  fubfided* 

Ths  difcontents  and  difbrders  occafloned  by  the 
South  Sea  fcheme,  encouraged  the  Englifh  Jacobites  to 
think  of  making  a  new  attempt  to  change  the  line  of 
beetSion.  But  the  fame  want  of  concert,  fecrecy,  and 
fKceft,  attended  this,  as  every  other  plan  for  the  refto- 
ndoQ  of  the  unfortunate  family  of  Stuart.  George  !• 
1|ho  bad  fpies  in  evexy  popifh  court,  and  who  had,  by 

Voy^  V.  G  «Qiancei 
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^ARTII.    alliances,  made  almoft  overy  European  potentate  hm 
V'  '  friend,  was  infonned,  by  the  regent  of  France,  of  the 

-  confpiracy  hatching  againft  his  government.  In  confe<- 
A.D.  1722.  quence  of  this  information,  Chriftophcr  Layer,  a  yourtg 
gentleman  of  the  Middle-Temple,  was  taken  into  cuf- 
tody,  condemned,  and  executed,  for  having  enlifled  men 
for  the  fervice  of  the  Pretender.  The  duke  of  Nor- 
folk, the  earl  of  Orrery,  Dr.  Atterbury  bifljop  of  Ro- 
chefter,  lord  North  and  Grey,  with  many  other  fufpcfled 
perfons  of  lefs  note,  were  committed  to  the  Tower.  But 
they  were  all  acquitted,  for  want  of  evidence,  except 
the  bifliop  of  Rochefter,  who  was  degraded,  deprived  of 
his  benefice,  and  banifhed  the  kingdom  for  life  **. 

As  Dr.  Atterbury  was  a  man  of  diftinguiflied  talents^ 
xmd  intimately  connected  with  the  heads  of  the  Tory 
party,  his  caufe  was  warmly  pleaded  in  the  houfe  of 
peers.  Lord  Bathurft,  tujaaing  towards  the  bench  of 
bifliops,  who  had  difcovered  peculiar  animofity  againft 
the  prifoner,  fkid  he  could  hardly  account  for  the  in- 
veterate malice  and  rancour  with  which  fome  men  pur- 
fued  the  learned  and  ingenious  prelate,  unlefs  they 
were  infatuated  with  the  fuperftitlon  of  certain  iavages^ 
.who  fondly  believe  that  they  inherit,  not  only  the  fpoils^ 
but  the  abilities,  of  any  great  man  whom  they  deftroy  **• 
When  the  biOiop  of  Rochefter  arrived  at  Calais,  he  met 
lord  Bolingbrokc  on  his  return  from  exile,  and  had  the 
fpirit  to  obfcrve,  finiling,  that  they  were  exchangtd! 

23.  Soon  after  this  confpiracy  was  defeated,  died  Philip 
duke  of  Orleans,  regent  of  France,  one  of  the  moft 
elegant,  accomplifhed,  and  diffipated  men  of  his  time. 
As  a  prince,  he  poflefTed  great  talent  for  governmenli. 
which  he  did  not  fail  to  exert  during  his  adminftratioiu. 

•     12.  Tindal.    SmoUctt.  13.  FarL  DebtOa^  172*. 
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Notwithflanding  his  precarious  fituation,  he  governed   LETTER 
France  witli  more  abfolute  authority  than  any  minifter    u«^yx«j 
fince  cardinal  Richelieu,  and  took  many  important  fteps    ^^'  *"*3^ 
for  the  benefit  of  the  kingdom ;  but  his  own  libertine 
example,  and  the  neccflitj'  of  making  the  opprefled  peo- 
ple forget  their  miferies  in  a  perpetual  round  of  amule- 
ments,  introduced  an  univer&l  corruption  of  manners^ 
which  fpread  itfclf  even  to  foreign  nations  '♦.     He  was 
focceeded  in  the  adminiftration,  but  not  in  the  regency^ 
Ae  king  being  come  of  age,  by  the  duke  of  Bourbon. 
This  minifter  was  foon  fupplanted  by  cardinal  Fleury,  a 
man  of  a  mild  and  paciHc  difpofition,  who  had  beed  pr»* 
ceptor  to  Lewis  XV.  and  who,  at  the  :»Jvanced  age  of 
fcvcnty-three  took  upon  him  the  care .  cl  government. 

Fortunately  for  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  fir 
Robert  Walpole,  who  began  about  the  fame  time  to  ac- 
quire an  afcendant  in  the  councils  of  Greiit  Britain,  and 
irfio  loon  after  became  prime  minifter,  poflefled  a  dif- 
pofition no  lefs  pacific  than  that  of  Fleury.  In  confe- 
qnnce  of  this  coinciding  mikinefs  of  temper,  the  repofe 
of  Europe  was  continued,  with  little  interruption,  for 
almoft  twenty  years.  Meanwhile  fcveral  treaties  were 
negociated  between  its  different  kingdoms  and  ftates, 
for  fecuring  more  effeftually,  as  was  pretended,  the  ob- 
jtfls  of  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  and  the  balance  of 
power.     One  of  thefe  treaties,  concluded  privately  at 

14.  The  death  of  the  <lukc  of  Orleans  was  diftinguifhcd  by  a  very 
£a^ar  drcumfhince.  Having  negieded  hln  ufual  time  of  bleeding, 
ht  wai  feizcd  with  an  apoplexy,  in  the  arms  of  the  duchels  de  Talaris, 
and  initantly  expired.  Auguftus  II.  king  of  Poland,  when  informed 
af  tlii»  ckcumftanie,  wantonly  exclaimed,  in  the  words  of  fcripture. 
*  0  say  1  die  the  death  of  th'iBjvft  man  ?'*  alluding  to  his  paying.it 
OBce  the  debt  of  oaturc  and  the  debt  of  love.  Jilgm,  dt  Brattdaihtrg, 
torn.  ii« 

C  2  Tlenna, 
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PART  n.  Vienna,  between  the  emperor  and  die  SpaniOi  nica)ai;pb9 
A.D*  i7«5*  ^^^^^  ^  jealoufy  of  George  I.  who  was  under  ap« 
prehenfions  for  the  Ikfety  of  his  German  dominions,  as 
well  as  of  fome  fccret  article  in  &vour  of  the  Pretender, 
many  of  whofe  adherents  were 'then  entertained  at  the 
court  of  Madrid.  It  alfo  gave  umbrage  to  the  French 
and  Dutch,  as  it  granted  to  the  fubjetSb  of  the  hcHife  of 
Auilria  greater  advantages,  in  their  trade  with  Spain^ 
than  thofe  enjoyed  by  any  other  nation'* :  and  it  gux* 
rantied  a  new  Eaft  India  company,  lately  eftabjL^hed  at 
Oftend,  which  France,  England,  aiyi  Holland  were  e- 
qually  defu"ous  of  fupprefling. 

In  order  to  counteraft  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  another 
was  concluded  at  Hanover,  between  the  three  ofiended 
powers,  and  the  kings  of  Pruffia,  Denmark,  and  Sweden. 
Over-awed  by  this  formidable  confederacy,  the  einperor 
and  the  king  of  Spain  remained  quiet.  The  kii%  of 
A.  D.  1:16.  Great  Britain^  however,  fitted  out  three  ftout  fquajrOQS  j 
one  of  which  he  (ent  to  the  Weft  Indies,  under  admiral 
Hofier,  who  had  orders  to  block  up  the  Spani/h  gal- 
Icons  in  the  harbour  of  Porto  Bello,  and  to  leise  themi 
if  they  attempted  to  come  out.  In  cruifmg  oflF  that 
unhealthy  coaft,  where  he  was  reftralneJ  from  obeying 
the  dictates  of  his  courage,  the  greater  part  of  his  offi- 
cers and  men  were  fwept  away  by  the  difeafes  of  the 
climate ;  his  fliips  were  ruined  by  the  worms,  and  he 
himfelf  is  fuppofed  to  have  died  of  a  broken  heart. 

75.  Count  KonJgfcck,  ths  Imperial  ambaflador  at  the  court  of  Ms- 
dfid,  had  procured  thefe  advantageons  conditions  for  hif  maftery 
Charles  VI,  by  flattering  the  queen  of  Spain  with  a  profpe^  of  a 
natch  between  her  fon  Don  Carlos,  and  the  archduchefs  Mtiia 
Therefa,  hcirefs  to  all  the  extcnfiye  dominions  of  the  HoufeoCAttftril* 
Mrm.de  Branitnhurj^^  tom.  ii. 

The 
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The  Spaniards,  in  refentment  erf"  this  infult,  laid  fiege    LETTER 
to  Gibraltar,  but  without  fuccefs ;  and  a  reconciliation    %_    ,-  j 


i  foon  after  brought  about,  through  the  mediation  of  A.D.  ijty. 
France.  It  was  agreed.  That  the  charter  of  the  Oftend 
Eaft  India  Company  (hould  be  fufpended  for  feven  years  ; 
that  the  ftipulations  in  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  but  par- 
ticularly thofe  relative  to  the  fucceffion  of  Don  Carlos 
to  die  duchies  of  Parma,  Placentia,  and  Tufcany,  (hould 
be  fulfilled ;  and  that  all  differences  (hould  be  adjufted 
6y  a  congrefs.  This  congrefs,  which  was  held  at  Soif- 
fens,  produced  the  treaty  of  Seville,  by  which  all  grounds 
ofdifputewere  finally  removed. 

DuRiKc  the(e  negociations  died  George  I.  a  prudent 
and  virtuous  prince,  whofe  attachment  to  his  German 
dominions,  which  has  been  much  magnified,  was  made 
oie  of  by  the  Tories  to  render  him  odious  to  the  Englifh 
nation.  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon,  George  IL  whofe 
acceffion  made  no  alteration  in  the  fyftem  of  Britifh 
politics.  The  adminilradon  was  wifely  continued  in 
the  hands  of  the  Whigs,  the  only  true  friends  to  thfc 
Ph>te(bnt  fucceffion,  or  to  the  principles  of  the  Revo- 
lution :  and  the  fame  Tory  feflion,  which  had  fo  fre- 
quently attempted  to  thwart  the  meafures,  and  overturn 
file  throne  of  the  firft  George,  continued  their  violent 
oppofidon  in  parliament^  during  the  more  early  part  of 
die  reign  of  George  II.  The  heads  of  this  faftion, 
nanficly.  Sir  William  WyiiJham,  Mr.  Shippen,  Mr. 
Hungerford,  and  others,  being  men  of  great  abilities, 
were  foon  joined  by  certain  difgufted  courtiers,  of 
equal  if  not  fuperior  talents,  who  hoped,  by  fuch  coali- 
tion, to  humble  their  fuccefsful  rivals,  and  get  into^ 
their  own  hands  the  higheft  employments  of  the  ftate. 
Mr.  Pultcney,  the  fineft  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, and  lately  a  member  of  adminiflration,  already 
made  one  of  their  number.     Lord  Carteret  and  the  earl 

C  3  of 
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^^^^:     ^^  Chefterfield,  the  moft  diftinguiflied  orators  in  Ac 
^  D.  1727*    houfe  of  peers,  afterwards  joined  the  phalanx. 

This  powerful  body,  by  continually  oppofing  the 
meafures  of  government,  and  paffionately  railing  agalnii: 
continental  connexions,  foon  acquired  great  popularity, 
and  at  laft  became  formidable  to  the  throne.  The  Pa- 
triotic, or  Country  Party,  as  the  members  in  oppofition 
aiFefted  to  call  themfelves,  were  always  prcdi<5Ung  beg- 
gary and  ruin  in  the  midft  of  the  moft  profound  peace> 
and  the  higiir.ft  national  profperity ;  and  a  fmall  ftand- 
ing  army,  wliich  it  was  thought  prtident  to  keep  up, 
'was  reprefented  as  an  engine  of  dcfpotifm.  The  liber- 
tics  of  the  people  were  believed  by  many  to  be  in  dan- 
ger. But  thofe  liberties,  or  at  leaft  the  freedom  of  the 
conftitution,  has  fuffered  more  from  a  pernicious  fyftem 
of  domeftic  policy,  which  that  violent  oppofition  at  firft 
made  neccfiary,  than  from  the  fo  much  dreaded  military 
eftabllihmcnt. 

WHEn  the  wheek  of  government  are  clogged,  and 
the  machine  rendered  almoft  ftationary,  by  the  arts  of 
an  ambitious  faction,  the  whole  influence  of  the  crown 
muft  be  employed,  in  order  to  accelerate  their  motion. 
The  force  of  oppofition  muft  be  brokeh  :  its  ableft 
members  muft  be  drawn  over  to  the  fide  of  royalty,  by 
the  emoluments  of  office  or  the  fplendour  of  titles  ;  by 
the  higheft  honours  and  employments  of  the  fiate.  If 
this  cannot  be  eflTedled,  if  nothing  Icfs  will  content  their 
pride  than  an  entirely  new  arrangement  of  the  (ervants  • 
of  the  crown,  a  meafure  always  difagreeablc  to  a  fovc- 
reign,  and  often  dangerous,  as  it  may  poflibly  be  attended 
with  the  lofs  of  his  throne : — if  the  heads  of  oppofition 
cannot  be  taught  filence,  or  induced  to  change  fides, 
without  a  total  change  of  adminiftration,  the  king  muft 
cither  refign  his  minifter,  or  that  minifter  muft  fecure 
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%  majority  in  the  national  affemby  by  other  means  '*.    ^'IlIL?^ 
No  miniiler  ever  underftood  thefe  means  better  than     i^x^vO 
Sir  Robert  Walpole.     Poffeffed  of  great  abilities,  and.  A.D.itit* 
utterly  deftitute  of  principle,  he  made  no  fcruple   of 
employing  the  money  voted  by  parliament,  in  order  to 
corrupt  its  members.     Having  difcovered  that  aimdO: 
every  man  had  his  price,  he  bought  many;  and,  to 
gain  more^  he  let  loofe  the  wealth  of  the  treafury  at 
defHons'^     The  fountain  of  liberty  was  poifoned  in: 
its  fource. 

This,  my  dear  Philip,  is  an  evil  interwoven  vrith  the 
very  frame  of  our  mixed  government,  and  which  renders 
it,  in  many  refpe£b,  inferior  to  a  mere  monarchy,  re- 
g;iilated  by  laws,  where  corruption  can  never  become  a- 
neceflary  engine  of  ibte.     To  fay,  that  it  is  abfolutely 
aeceflary,  in  our  government,  would  perhaps  be  going 
too  hi  9  but  experience  proves,  that  it  has  generally 
been  thought  fo,  fmce  the  Revolution,  when  the  powers 
of  the  crown  were  abridged.     The  opportunity  which 
able  and  ambitious  men  have,  by  the  freedom  of  de- 
bate in  parliament,  and  which  they  have  feldom  failed 
to  exercife,  of  obftrufting  our  public  meafures,  renders 
Ae  influence  of  the  crown  in  feme  degree  neceflary : 
and  that  is  but  a  more  refined  fpecies  of  corruptiony  or 
amildar  name  for  the  fame  thing. 

i6.  Some  men  of  patriotic  principles  have  fondly  imagined,  that 
a  food  minifter  muft  always  be  able  to  command  fuch  a  majority, 
merely  by  the  rcAkude  of  his  meafures ;  hnt  experience  has  evinc- 
ed, that  in  fa^ious  limes,  all  the  weight  of  goTcmment  is  often  ne- 
ceflary to  carry  even  the  bed  meafures. 

17.  '•  To  deftroy  Britifh  liberty,"  fays  lord  Bolingbroke,  "  with 
^  ao  wtmj  of  Britons,  is  not  a  meafure  fo  fure  of  fuccefs  as  fome 
*  people  may  beltere.  To  corrupt  the  parliament  is  a  flower,  but 
^  a  more  cfi^dual  method."    DiJert.Mt  Partus^  Letter  x« 

C  4  OuE 
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PART  n.  Our  patriotic  toccftors,  i;rtxo  fo  glorioufly  ftniggled 
A.  D.  1717.  ^^^  '^^  abolition  of  the  more  dangerous  parts  of  the 
prerogative^  certainly  did  not  forefee  the  weight  of  this 
enflaving  influence,  which  the  entire  colleduig  and 
management  of  an  immenfe  public  revenue  has  thrown 
into  the  fcale  of  government,  by  giving  rife  to  fiicfa  a 
multitude  of  officer^  created  by,  and  removed>le  2t, 
the  royal  pleafure ;  and  by  die  frequent  opportunities 
of  conferring  particidar  obligations,  by  prefeimoe  in 
loans,  lottery-tickets,  contra£b,  and  other  money-tranf- 
a£Hons}  an  influence  too  great  for  human  virtue  to 
withftand,  and  which  has  left  us  little  more  than  the 
fliadow  of  a  free  conftitution'*.  The  Revolution  wto 
an  over-hafty  meafure :  it  guarded  only  agaii^  the 
ArcEt  encroachments  of  the  crown.  The  fubfiquent 
provifions  were  few :  and  the  Whigs,  formerly  fo  jea- 
lous of  Sberty,  were  afterward  fo  fiilly  employed,  one 
while  in  xombating  their  political  enemies,  in  order  to 
preferve  die  parliamentary  fetdement  of  the  crown,  and 
at  another  in  oppofing  the  violent  fadion  occafion- 
ed  by  the  Hanoverian  fucceifion,  which  it  had  been 
their  great  ohjcSt  to  bring  about,  that  they  had  no  lei- 
fure  to  attend  to  the  new  bias  of  the  conftitution.     In 

18.  '<  Nothing,*'  as  lord  Bolxngbroke  very  juftly  remarkt,  '*  an 
**  dellroy  the  conftitution  of  Briuin,  but  the  people  of  Britain ;  and 
''  whenever  the  people  of  Britain  become  fo  degenerate  and  bafe, 
**  at  to  be  induced  by  corruption  (for  they  are  no  longer  in  danger 
"  of  being  awed  by  prerogative)  to  chufe  perfons  to  rcprefent  them 
**  io  parliament,  whom  they  have  found  by  experience  to  be  under 
*^an  influence  arifing  from  private  intereft— dependants  upon  a 
**  court,  and  the  escapes  of  a  manifter ;  or  others,  who  bring  no 
**  recommendation,  but  that  which  they  carry  in  their  purfes ;  then 
'*  will  (hat  trite  proverbial  fpeech  be  verified  in  our  cafe,  that  ite 
«  corruption  of  the  befi  tbings  Aft  th<  wrf :  for  then  will  that  VOy 
<*  change  in  the  ftate  of  property  and  power,  whkh  improved  o«r 
**  conftitutiiin  fo  much,  coouibutc  to  the  deftrudlon  of  it."  Difnt* 
M  Partus,  Let.  avii. 

their 
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dieir  anxiety  ibr  the  fecurity  of  that  fuccefficm,  ftimn-    LCTTEH 
kted  by  the  luft  of  power,  they  (hamcfiilly  negleded    ^^^ 
fbe  independeix^  of  parliament^  as  well  as  ^e'fiee*  A.  0.1717. 
dam  of  demons,  in  which  it  has  its  origm,  tiO  iht 
mafady  was  too  mveterate  to  admit  of  a  fpeedy  cure. 
The  Septemiial  Bill  was  a  cruel  ftab  to  liberty. 

Let  us  not,  however,  deQ)air.     Some  late  laws  reia^. 

tive  to  ele^ons,  ahd  for  excluding  from  the  hoofe  of 

commons  contra<^rs  and  money-jobbers,  will  great^ 

contribuCe  to  reftore,  if  not  to  perfed  the  Britiih  cotk^ 

ftitution.     But  the  friends,  of  monarchy  will  perhaps 

queftion,  whether  an  independent  parliament  would  be 

^puilic  good  in  this  licentious  kingdofn  ? — And  ^t  queC- 

tion  is  not  without  its  difficulties.     Yet  we  kiK>w,  that 

corruption  is  a  puhHc  ln;il ;  that  it  is  the  parent  of 

licentiou/ne/sy  and  of  every  enilaving  vice.     And  as  the 

reigning  family  is  now  fully  eftablifhed  on  the  throne^ 

and  widiout  a  competitor,  government  happily  can  have 

no  occafion  for  undue  influence,  in  order  to  carry  any 

wholefbme  meafure.     I  (hall,  therefore,  conclude  my 

obfervations  on  this  fubje(^  with  the  memorable  words 

of  lord  Bolingbroke :— ^*  The  integrity  of  parliament  is  a 

^  kind  of  PALLADIUM,  •  a  tutelary  goddefs,  who  pro- 

^  teds  our  ftate  '9"— and  if  ever  flie  is  finally  removed, 

tve  muft  bid  adieu  to  all  the  bleffings  of  a  free  people. 

The  forms  of  our  conftitution,  and  the  names  of  its 

difierent  branches,  miay  remain,  but  we  fhall  not  be,  on 

diat  account,  the  leis  (laves. 

In  confequencj;  of  the  treaty  of  Seville,  confirmed   a.  D.  1731. 
by  another  at  Vienna,  Don  Carlos  took  quiet  pofleffion 
irf  die  duchies  of  Parma  and  Placentia,  on  the  fucceC- 
fion  becoming  vacant,  the  emperor  withdrawing  bis 

19.  Difirt,  M  Parties,  Let.  X* 

troops. 
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troops.  By  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  the  emperor  aUb 
agreed.  That  the  Oftend  company,  wtych  had  given  fo 
much  umbrage  to  France,  England,  and  Holland,  ihould' 
be  totally  diflblved,  oa  condition,  that  the  contracting 
powers,  in  the  treaty  of  Seville,  (hould  guaranty  the 
Pragmatic  Sanction;  or  domeftic  law,  by  which' 
the  fucceflion  to  the  hereditary  dominions  of  the  houfe 
of  Auilpa  were  fecured  to  the  heirs  female  of  the  em- 
peror Charles  VL  in  cafe  he  (hould  die  without  malC 
ifiue.  The  propofal  was  acceded  to ;  and  the  peace^ 
ofEurope  continued  undifturbed,  till  the  death  of  Au-« 
guftus  11.  king  of  Poland^o, 

^D.i733«  .  On  this  event,  Staniflaus  Leczinfki,  whom  Charks 
XII.  had  invefted  with  the  fovereignty  of  Poland,  in 
1704,  and  whom  Peter  the  Great  had  dethroned,  now 
become  &ther-in-law  to  Lewis  XV.  was  a  fecond  time 
chofen  king.   But  the  emperor,  affifted  by  the  Ruffians^ 

SD.  That  prince  when  furprifed  by  death,  was  occupied  with  a 
^efign«f  rendering,  the  crown  of  Poland  hereditary  in  hit  lamily; 
With  thi»Tiew,  he  had  planned  a  divifion  of  the  PoUih  doiBiiiiont» 
hoping  thereby  to  quiet  the  jealoufy  of  his  neighbours.  The  pro* 
]t€t,  howerer,  he  knew  to  be  impradicable,  without  the  concur- 
rence of  the  king  of  Pruflia.  He,  therefore,  defired  Frederic  II.  f 
fend  him  the  marefchal  de  Grumkou,  that  he  might  open  his  mind 
to  him.  Auguftus  wanted  to  pump  Grumkou,  and  Gromkoa  was 
ntf  lefs  aniious  to  difcover  the  fentiments  of  the  king.  Mutnallj 
actuated  by  this  motire,  they  contrived  to  make  each  other  drank  t 
and  that  drunken  bout  was  followed  by  the  king  of  Poland's  death, 
afid  a  fit  of  ficknefs  in  Grumkou  of  which  he  never  got  the  better. 
(Mem.  de  BratideHbeiirg^  torn,  ii.)  Auguftus  II.  was  endowed  with' 
extraordinary  bodily  ftrength,  a  found  underftanding,  a  focial  dif« 
pofition,  and  many  princely  accomplifhments.  It  was  this  Aogiiftus» 
who,  in  a  fit  of  gallantry,  twifted  a  horfe-flioe  in  the  prefeaca  of  a 
fine  woman,  in  order  to  give  her  fome  idea  of  hit  perfonal  powers;* 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  prcfented  to  her  a  purfe  of  gold,  to  make  her 
fenfibie  of  his  generoilty.  Love  perhaps  never  fpoke  a  more  eloquent 
hmguagSb 

ebliged 
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obliged  the  Pdcs  to  proceed  to  a  new  election.     The    LETTn 
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eleSor  of  Saxony,  fon  of  the  late  king  of  Poland,  who    ,_    _^ 
had  married  the  emperor's  niece,   was  raifed  to  the    A.D.  1735,' 
throne,  under  the  name  of  Auguftus  III.  and  StaniflauS) 
as  formerly,  was  forced  to  abandon  his  crown. 

Though  the  diftance  of  his  fituation,  and  the  paci- 
fic di(|K>fidon  of  his  minifter,  prevented  the  king  of 
France  from  yielding  efiedual  fupport  to  his  &ther-in- 
law,  a  feufe  of  his  own  dignity  determined  him  to  take 
revenge  upon  the  emperor,  for  the  infult  he  had  fuf-^ 
fered  in  the  perfon  of  that  unfortunate  prince.  He 
accordingly  entered  into  an  alliance  with  the  kings  of 
Spain  and  Sardinia,  who  alfo  thought  themielves  ag- 
grieved, and  war  was  begun  in  Italy  and  on  the  fron** 
tiers  of  Germany.  The  duke  of  Berwick  pafled  the 
Rhine,  at  the  head  of  the  French  army,  and  reduced 
Fort  Kchl.  He  afterward  invefled  Philipfburg,  in  the  a.  D.  1734. 
fice  of  the  Imperial  forces,  while  the  count  de  BcUcifle 
made  himfelf  matter  of  Traerbach.  The  duke  of  Ber- 
wick was  killed  by  a  cannon-ball,  in  vifiting  the  tren« 
chcs*';  but  Philipfburg  was  taken  nevcrthelefs.     The 

marquis 

21.  The  marefchal  of  Berwick  is  juftly  reputed  oneof  thegreatcft 
ef  modem  cammanders.  No  general  ever  had  the  nwfi  d*mU  quicker 
or  more  accurate;  whether,  in  battle,  to  difcover  the  binndcrs  of 
an  enemy,  and  make  thofe  decifive  movements  that  carry  vt<5^ory 
with  them;  or,  in  a  campaign,  to  obferve  and  uke  advantage 
tf  pofitiooi,  on  which  the  fuccefs  of  the  whole  depends.  His  cha* 
nder  in  private  life,  though  no  Ief»  worthy  admiration,  is  lefs 
known.  *'  It  was  impoflible,"  fays  Montcfquicu,  *<  to  beliold  him, 
"  and  not  to  be  in  love  with  virtue,  fo  evident  was  tranquillity  and 
*  hxppbcis  in  his  foul.  No  man  ever  knew  better  how  to  avoid 
**  eiceiici ;  or,  if  I  m%j  fo  exprefo  myfeU;  to  keep  clear  of  the 
"  ihares  of  virtue.  He  had  a  great  fund  of  religion,  and  was  fund 
**  of  the  clergy,  but  could  not  bear  to  be  governed  by  them.  No 
^  mn  ever  followed  more  ftridfcly  thofe  prccepu  cf  the  Gofpel 
2  «>  which 
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rftan^uis  d'Asfeld,  ^o  fiicceeded  t6  die  command  of 
i-D^^lu^  ^  Frencli  arcby,  m  the  eldeft  lieutenant-general,  con* 
dfraed  the  ^pdtiUdon^  of  the  fiege  in  fight  of  prince 
Eugtefc  i  ahd  in  ipite  of  the  eifbrts  of  tbit  esqperienced 
genera],  ^mA  the  overflowings  of  the  Rhine,  the  place 
was  forced  to  furrenden 

Tnk  French  and  their  allies  were  no  left  fucce&ful 
..  in  Italy.  The  count  de  Montemar  halving  gained  a 
complete  vidory  over  the  Imperialifts,  at  Bitonto  in 
Apulia^  the  Spaniards  afterward  carried  every  diing 
before. diem;  and  in  two  'campaigns,  became  mafters 
of  Naples  and  Sicily.  Meanwhile  the  forces  of  France 
and  Piedmont^  imder  old  marefdial  ViUars  and  the  king 
of  Sardinia,  took  Milan  and  other  important  places.. 
The  marefchal  de  Coigny,  who  fiicceeded  to  the  com- 
mand of  die  French  army  on  die  death  of  ViUars,  de- 
feated the  Imperialifts  tinder  the  walls  of  Parma,  after 
an  obflinate  batde,  in  which  coimt  de  Merci,  the  Im« 
perial  general,  was  killed.  The  Imperialifts  were  again 
worfled  kt  Guaffalh,  where  the  prince  of  Wurtenburg 
was  flain.  In  diefe  two  engagements  the,  emperor  loft 
A.D,  1735.    >^ovte  ten  thoufand  men. 

DiscoURAdfeD  by  fo  many  defeats,  his  Imperial  ma- 
jefly  fignified  his  defire  of  peace;  and  as  pe^ce  was  the 
fmcere  and  conftant  wifh  of  cardinal  Fleury,  a  treaty  for 
diat  end  was  foon  concluded.  By  this  treaty  it  was  fli- 
pulated.  That  Staniflaus  ihould  renounce  his  pretentions 

^*  which  are  moft  tronhkfome  tA  meli  of  the  world  t  no  many  in  • 
«*  word,  ever  pradifed  religion  fo  much,  aad  talked  of  it  fo  little. 
««  He  never  fpokc  ill  of  any  one,  nor  beftowed  any  pratfe  upon 
<*  thofe  whom  he  did  not  think  deferrinf  of  it.  In  xhie  works  of 
**  t^lutarch  I  hate  ften,  at  a  diftance,  what  great  men  were;  in 
*  him  I  behold,  at  a  netrer  view,  what  they  are."  Shtcb  •/  m 
BiJMi4d  PMigyru, 

to 
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to  Ac  throw  of  Poland^  mcoDfulensddon  of  the  ceffim    ^^^ 
of  tbe chipby  oC  Lorraio»  whjich  he  ibould  ei^oy  during    |^  ^^^^ 
life,  and  vriUch*  after  his  death,  ihould  be  reuoitod  ta  A.D.i73S< 
tke  crown  of  France;  that  the  duke  of  Lorrain  ihould 
larc  Tufcany»  in  exchange  for  his  hereditary  doini-« 
Dions,  and  that  Lewis  XV.  ihould  infure  to  him  an 
annual  revenue  of  three  millions  five  hundred  thouiand 
Eytcs,  till  the  death  of  the  grand-duke,  John  Gafton, 
the  lail  prince  of  the  houfe  of  Medicis  ;  that  the  em-  " 
peror  ihould  acknowledge  Don  Carlos  king  of  the  Two 
SiciKeSi  and  accept  the  duchies  of  Parma  and  Placenda, 
as  an  indemnification  for  thefe  two  kingdoms ;  diat  he 
ftouU  cede  to  the  king  of  Sardinia,  who  had  fbme  old 
pietenfions  to  the  whole  duchy  of  Milan,  the  Novarefe, 
dK  Tortoneie,  and  the  fiefs  of  Langes.    And,  in  con- 
fideradon  of  thefe  ceiHons,  the  king  of  France  agreed 
tt>  reilore  all  his  conquefh  in  Grermany,  and  to  giiaranty 
the  Pragmatic  Sandlion^*, 

ScARCB  was  this  peace  negociated,  when  a  new  war  A'D.  tj^i 
broke  out  on  the  confines  of  Europe  and  Afia,  in  which 
die  emperor  found  himfelf  involved.  Provoked  at  the 
ravages  of  the  Crim  Tartars,  as  well  as  at  the  neglc£fc 
of  the  Ottoman  Porte  to  her  repeated  remonflrances 
on  that  fubjcdl,  the  empre&  of  Ru^  refolved  to  da 
hertif  juftice.  She  accordingly  ordered  Lafci,  one 
of  her  generals,  to  attack  Azoph,  which  he  reduced ; 
while  the  count  de  Munich,  entering  the  Crimea  with 
another  army,  forced  the  lines  of  Prckop,  made  him- 
felf mailer  of  the  place  itfelf,  took  Baniefary,  and  laid 
all  Tartary  wafte  with  fire  and  fword.  Next  campaign  A.D.xys?- 
Munich  entered  the  Ukraine,  and  invefled  Oczakow, 
which  was  carried  by  aflault^  though  defended  by  a 
garrifon  of  three  thoufand  Janizaries  and  feven  thoufimd 
Bofoiacs.    A  bomb  having  fet  fire  to  the  powder  ma« 

%z,  Vpluirc.    Tindal.    Smollett. 

6  gazine, 
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gmncj  it  Immediately  blew  up,  and  communicated  ltd 
contents  to  many  of  the  houfes.  The  Ruffian  general 
ftiz«d  this  opportunity  to  ftorm  the  town;  and  die 
Turks,  unable  to  recover  thfmfelves  from  their  con- 
ftemadon,  or  to  fight  on  narrow  ramparts  contiguous 
to  buildings  all  in  flames,  tamely  fuffered  themfdves  to 
be  cut  to  pieces  *». 

The  rapid  fuccefles  of  th^  Ruffians  awaked  the 
ambition  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  which  was  bound, 
by  treaty,  to  affift  that  of  Peterfburg  againfl  the  Porte, 
The  emperor  was  made  to  believe,  That  if  he-lhould 
attack  the  Turks,  on  the  fide  of  Hungary,  while  the 
Ruffians  continued  to  prefs  them  on  the  borders  of  the 
Black  Sea,  the  Ottoman  empire  might  be  finally  fub- 
verted.  Prophecies  were  even  propagated,  That  the 
period  fatal  to  the  Crcfcent  was  at  laft  arrived**.  But 
thefe  prophecies  and  the  emperor's  ambitious  hopes 
proved  equally  illufory.  The  Turlcs  turned  their  prin- 
cipal force  toward  Hungary.  The  Imperial  generals 
were  repeatedly  defeated ;  feveral  important  places  were 
A.D.i739»  lofl,  and  Belgrade  was  beficged;  when  Charles  VI. 
diicouraged  by  his  misfortunes,  and  rcfolving  to  put  an 
end  to  a  war  from  which  he  reaped  nothing  but  dif- 
grace,  had  recourfe  to  the  mediation  of  France.  M. 
dc  Villeneuve,  the  French  ambaflador,  at  Confbntino- 
pie,  accordingly  repaired  to  the  Turkifh  camp;  and 
the  emprefs  of  Rudia,  though  recently  vi£lorious  at 
Choczim,  afraid  of  being  deferted  by  her  ally,  and  left 
to  fupport  alone  the  whole  weight  of  the  war,  had  alfo 
recourfe  to  negociatioa. 

In  confeqnence  of  this*paci(ic  difpofition  in  the  Chrif- 
dan  allies,  the  Turks,  fo  lately  deveted  to  deflrufiion^ 

Ij.  Mm,  dc  Sramdenhrif  tom.  ii.         24.  Id.  ibid. 

obtained 
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obtained  an  advantageous  peace.     By  that  treaty,  the     LETTBR 
emperor  ceded  to  the  grand  feignior  Belgrade,  Sabatz,    ^.^ ^^ 
die  iOcand  fortrefe  of  Orfova,  with  Servia,  and  Auf -    A.D.i7i7* 
triaxi  Walachia:  and  the  contrs^dting  powers. agreed^ 
That  die  Danube  and  the  Saave  fhould,  in  future,  be 
the  boundaries  of  the  two  empires.     The  emprefs  of 
Ruffia  was  left  in  poflelHon  of  Azoph,  but  on  condition 
that  its  fortifications  fhould  be  demolifhed;  and  the 
ancient  limits,  between  the  Ruffian  and  Turki/h  em- 
pires were  re-eftabliihed. 

Soon  after  this  peace  was  figned,  died  the  emperor  A.D.171^ 
Charles  VI.  the  laft  prince  of  the  ancient  and  illuftrious 
boufe  of  Auftria,  the  difputed  fucceffion  to  whofe  here- 
dicary  dominions  kindled  anew  the  flames  of  war  ia 
Europe.  But  before  we  enter  upon  that  important  fub« 
jcS,  I  muft  give  you,  my  dear  Philip,  a  fhort  account 
of  the  maritime  war  already  begun  between  Spain  and 
Great  Britain ;  and,  in  order  to  make  the  grounds  of 
dieir  quarrel  diftin£tly  underftood,  it  will  be  necefiary 
to  continue  our  view  of  the  Progrefs  of  Navigation, 
Commerce,  and  Colonization. 


LET- 
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Fi'ogrefs  of  Navigation^  Commerce^  and  ColomzatioHf 
from  the  Tear  t66o,  to  the  Tear  1739,  ^*^^  SpaiN 
and  Great  Britain  engaged  in  a  Maritime  JVar^ 
occajioned  by  certain  Commercial  Difputes^-an  Ac-^ 
count  of  the  Principal  Events  in  that  War — tht 
taking  of  Porto  Bello,  the  Siege  of  Carthagb- 
NA,  and  the  Expedition  of  Commodore  Anson  to  the 
South  Sea. 

WE  have  fecn,  toward  the  middle  of  the  fevetir 
teenth  century,  the  Englifli  and.  Dutch  in  pof- 
fo^on  of  almoft  the  whole  trade  of  the  univerfe.  But 
the  Dutch  commerce  received  a  fevere  wound  from  tho 
Englifh  Navigation  A61,  pafTed  by  the  commonwealdl 
parliament,  ini65i ;  and  the  fubfequent  wars  between 
England  and  Holland,  during  the  reign  of  Charles  II» 
reduced  ftill  lower  the  trade  of  the  United  Provinces. 
Their  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  however,  continued  to 
flourifh,  while  that  of  England  remained  in  a  languifh* 
ing  condition,  till  after  the  Revolution.  But  this  dif-- 
advantage  on  the  part  of  England  was  amply  compen- 
iated  by  the  population,  culture,  and  extention  of  her 
colonies  in  North  America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  which 
began  to  confumc  a  vaft  quantity  of  European  goods  ; 
and  by  a  great  and  lucrative  trade  to  Spain,  Portugal^ 
and  Turkey*.  During  no  former  or  fubfequent  pe- 
riod, in  a  word,  did  England  ever  make  fuch  rapid  pro- 
grcfs  in  commerce  and  riches,  as  during  that  inglorious 
one^  which  followed  the  Rcftoration,  and  terminated 


f.  Bngltnd  lent  annually  to  the  Leyant  aboTc  twenty  thoufand 
.Jiecet  0^  woollen  doth. 
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\\\A  the  expulfion  of  the  hou(e  of  Stuart*;  though     LETTER 
flie   found,   at  the  fame  time,   a    formidable  rival  in     .  J^ 

France,  and  a  rival  whofe  encroachments  were  not 
fufliciently  reprefled,  by  hcrpufillanimous  and  penfioned 
monarchs. 

The  great  Colbert^  who,  as  I  have  had  occafion  to 
Dodce,  introduced  order  into  the  French  finances  in  the 
ctriy  part  of  the  reign  of  Lewis  XIV.  who  encouraged 
the  arts,  promoted  manufa£hires,  and  may  be  <!iid  to 
hare  created  the  French  navy ;  Colbert  eftabliflied  an 
Eaft  India  company,  in  1664.     This  company,  which 
faunded  its  principal  Settlement  at  Pondicherry,  on  the 
cosft  of  Coromandel,  never  attained  to  any  high  degree 
of  prosperity,  notwithftanding  the  countenance  fhewn  it 
by  government.  At  laft,  in  confequence  of  Law's  Miffi- 
%ipi  feheme,  it  was  united  with  the  Weft  India  com^ 
pmiyi  vidiich  had  been  eftablifbed  in  the  £ime  year  with 
ikit  tiading  to  the  Eaft,  and  was  alfo  in  a  languifhing 
condition.     A  feparation  afterwafds  took  place.     The 
Weft  India  company  was  judicioufly  abolifhed,  as  a  per- 
ackxis  monopoly  ^ ;  and  the  French  trade  to  the  Eaft: 
ladies  becamci  for  a  time,  of  (bme  importance,  while 

t.  Davccant  affirms,  that  the  (hipping  of  England  was  more 
tea  doubled  during  thefe  tsrenty -eight  yeart.  (Difcourfe  on  tit 
hUie  Revcnmety  part  it.)  And  we  are  told  by  Sir  Joiiah  Child» 
tfot  in  i683,  there  were^  on  the  'Change,  more  men  worth  Un 
ifcy,f«i^  poonds,  than  there  were,  in  1650,  worth  •«r  thoufand. 

1.  Ezclufive  companies  may  fomctimcs  be  ufeful  to  nouriih  an 
^Mta**  trade,  wh<re  the  market  is  under  the  dominion  of  foreign 
•■d  batbarou*  princes)  but  where  the  trade  is  between  different 
Mrti  of  the  dominions  of  the  fame  prince,  under  the  protedion  o£ 
bb  bws,  »nd  carried  on  by  his  own  fiibjeds  with  goods  wrought 
m  bis  own  kingdom,  fuch  companidi  muft  be  equally  abfurd  in 
their  fiatvf^  ^<^  minous  in  their  confequence  to  commerce. 


Vol.  V. 
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PART  It.     that  to.  the  Weft  Indies  flouriflied  greatly  from  the  mo- 
'^^        ment  it  was  made  free. 

But  France  is  chiefly  indebted  for  her  wealth  and 
commerce  to  the  genius  and  induftry  of  her  numerous 
inhabitant?,  and  to  the  produce  of  an  cxtenfive,  and 
naturally  fertile  territory.     Her  wines,  her  brandies,  her 
refms,  her  olives,  have  been  long  in  requeft ;  and  by 
hfer  ingenious  ^manitfadures,  eftabliflied  or  encouraged 
by  Colbert,  her  gold  and  fdverftufft,  her  tapeftries,  her 
carpets,  her  filks,  her  velvets,  her  laces,  her  linens,  and 
her  toys,  (he  laid  all  Europe,  and  indeed  the  whole 
world,  under  contribution  for  half  a  century.     Colbert 
extended  his  attention  alfo  to  the  manufadure  of  wool ; 
and  the  French,  by  Eabricating  lighter  cloths,  by  em- 
ploying morctafte  and  fancy  in  the  colours,  and  by  the 
fiiperior  convenicncy  of  the  ports  of  Toulon  and  Mar- 
fcilles,  foon  acquired  the  almoft  entire  pofleffion  of  the 
trade  of  Turkey,  formerly  fo  beneficial  to   England. 
The  fame,  and  other  circumftances,  have  procured  diem 
a  great  fhare  in  the  trade,  of  Spain  and  Portugal  ♦ . 

The  profperlty  of  the  French  manufiuftures,  how- 
ever, received  a  temporary  check,  from  the  revocation 
of  the  ediiSl  of  N^tz>  in  1685.     The  pcrfectrtcd  Pro- 
teftants,  to  the  number  of  almoft  a  million,  who  had 
been  chiefly  employed  in  thefe  manufaftures,  took  re- 
fuge in  England,  Holland,  and  other  countries,  where 
they  could  enjoy  the  free  cxercife  of  their  religion ; 
carrying  along  with  diem  tlicir  arts  and  ingenuity,  and 
even  the  fruits  of  their  indnflry,  to  a  very  great  amount, 
in    gold  and  filver.     They  were    much    carefled    in 
England,  where  they  improved  or  introduced  the  mantis 
failure  of  hat«,  of  filk,  and  of  Ihien*     The  importation 
of  thofc  articles  from  France,  was  foon  prohibited,  as 

•^'""  4    Andcrfon's  H'lft.  o/Ctmrnfitfi^  vol.  Ii. 

inconfiftent 
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inctofiftcnt  with  national  intercft  i  the  culture  of  flax     l-HTTElt 
Was  encouraged ;  raw  or  unmanufafhired  filk  was  im- 
portsd  £rom  Italy  and  China ;  beaver  fkins  were  pro- 
cured from  Hudfon's  Bay,  where  fettlemehts  had  been 
eflabli(hed,  and  where  ail  forts  of*  furs  were  found  in 
the  greateft  plenty,  and  of  the  moft  excellent  quality. 
Clock  and  watch-work  was  executed,  in  England,  with 
ike  utmofl  cle^nce  and  exadtnefs,  as  well  as  all  other 
kinds  of  machinery,  cultery,  and  jewelry;  the  cotton 
flianu&^ry,  now  fo  highly  perfected,  was  introduced  ; 
and  toys  of  every  fpecies  were  at  length  finiflied  with 
bmuch  tafte  and  facility  as  to  become  aii  article  of  ex- 
portation, even  to  the  European  continent^  aftd  privately 
tb  France  itfelf,  the  birth-place  of  faihioo,  and  the  nur- 
ttj  of  fplendid  bagatelles* 

Iv  thf  mean  time,  the  Englifh  iand  French  colonics, 
laNor^  America,  enlarged  their  boundaries;,  and  in-^ 
treaied  in  wealth  and  population.  The  French  colony 
of  Canada,  or  new  France,  was  augmented  by  the  fet- 
dement  of  Louifiana,  and  a  line  of  communication 
was  eftabiifhed,  before  the  middle  of  the  prefent  cen** 
dry,  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Laurence  to 
tiiat  of  the  Milfifippi.  The  Englifti  colonics,  more 
populous  and  culti\^t;d,  extended  along  the  fea-coaft, 
fifom  the  bottom  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy  to  the  river 
Ahahama,  on  the  frontiers  of  Florida.  New  England 
fumifhed  mafts  and  prds  for  the  royal  navy,  as  well 
as  timber  for  other  ufes  ;  New  York  and  New  Jerfey, 
formerly  known  by  the  name  of  Nova  Belgia,  con- 
quered from  the  Dutch,  in  1664,  and  Penfih'ania, 
fettled  in  1681,  produced  abundant  crops  of  corn, 
and  a  variety  of  other  articles  for  the  European  markets, 
as  wdl  as  for  the  fupply  of  the  Englifh  iflands  in  the 
Wcfl  Indies ;  the  tobacco  of  Virginia  and  Maryland 
was  )>cconie  a  ftaple  commodity,  in  high  requcfl:,  and  ^ 
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PART  IK    great  fourcc  of  revenue  j  and  the  two  Carolinas,  by  the 
^'  '  culture  of  rice  and  indigo,  and  the  manufadlure  of  tau>' 

pitch,  and  turpentine,  fo  neceflary  to  a  naval  and  com* 
nicrcial  people,  foon  became  of  vaft  importance. 

But  the  moft  beneficial  trade  of  both  nations  arofiv 
and  ftill  continues  to  proceed,  from  their  colonies  in 
the  Weft  India  iflands*  The  rich  produce  of  thofe 
iflands,  which  is  chiefly  intended  for  exportation,  and 
all  carried  in  the  fbips  of  the  mother-countries,  affords 
emplojmcnt  to  a  great  number  of  icamen  ;  and  as  the 
inhabitai^Sy  who  do  not  fo  much  as  make  their  own 
wearing  apparel,  or  the  common  impicmcats  of  huf* 
bandry,  are  fupplied  with  clothing  of  all  kinds,  houfe- 
hold  furniture,  tools,  toys,  and  even  the  luxuries  of  tk^ 
table,  from  Europe,  the  intercourfc  is  a£live,  and  pro*  « 
ducli  ve  of  mutual  proTpcrity  and  happinefs.  The  Ulands 
in  the  American  Archipelago,  in  a  word,  are  the  prime 
marts  for  French  and  Englifh  manu&£hires,  and  fumifh* 
the  nations  to  which  they  belong,  in  their  fugars,  their 
rums,  their  cotton,  cofFcc,  cocoa,  and  other  articles^ 
with  a  more  valuable  exchange  than  that  of  gold. 

Nor  arc  thofe  iflands  deftitute  of  the  precious  me- 
tals, though  now  lefs  plenty  thece  than  formerly.  An 
inquiry  i:.to  this  fubjefl  will  lead  us  to  many  curious 
particulars  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Weft  Indies,  and  proves 
ac  the  fame  time,  a  neceflary  introdutSlion  to  the  mari- 
time war  between  England  and  Spain,  which  broke 
out  in  1739* 

After  the  failure  of  the  mines  of  Hiipaniola,  which 
were  never  rich,  and  the  conqueft  of  the  two  extend  ve 
empires  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  where  the  precious  metals 
were  found  in  the  greateft  prpfufion,  that  valuable 
ifland  was  entirely  neglected  by  tiiC  Spaniards.    The 

greater 


MODERN    EUROPE. 


37 


XXVTI. 


|;reater  part  of  its  once  flourifliing  cWes  were  dcfertccl  'JXXS^ 
by  their  inhabitants,  and  die  few  planters  that  remained 
funktnCD  the  moft  enervating  indolence.  The  necefl&^ 
lies,  however,  and  even  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life, 
were  there  found  in  abundance.  All  the  European 
animals  had  multiplied  exceedingly,  but  efpecially  the 
homed  cattle^  which  were  become  in  a  manner  wild, 
and  wandered  about  in  large  droves,  without  any  regu- 
lar owner.  AHtircd  by  thcfe  conveniencics,  certain 
French  and  Englifh  adventurers,  fince  known  by  the 
name  of  Buccaneers  or  Freebooters,  had  taken  poffcf- 
fioa  of  the  fmall  ifland  of  Tortuga,  as  parly  as  the  year 
1631,  and  found  little  difficulty,  under  fuch  fivourable 
circumfiances,  of  eftaUifhing  chemfelves  on  the  nor*- 
Aem  coaft  of  Hifpaniola.  They  at  firft  fubfifted  chiefly 
bf  the  hunting  of  wild  cattle.  Part  of  the  beef  they 
ate  firefli,  part  they  dried,  and  the  hides  they  foU  to  the 
mifters  of  fuch  vefTels  as  came  upon  the  coaft,  and 
vho  fumifhcd  them,  in  return,  with  cloaths,  liquors, 
fiie-arms,  powder,  and  (hot  K  But  the  wild  cattle  at 
kxigdi  becoming  fcarce,  the  Buccaneers  were  under  the 
oeceffity  of  turning  their  induftry  to  other  objedls.  The 
fober-mindcd  men  applied  themfelves  to  the  cultivation 
cf  the  ground,  which  abundantly  requited  their  toil, 
wtiic  thofe  of  a  bold  and  reftlds  difpofitioo  aflbcia^cd 
dico^ves  with  pirates  and  outlaws  of  all  nations,  and 

5.  The  dref.  «f  the  Buccaneers  conCftcd  of  a  fliirt  dipped  In  the 
Uood  of  the  animals  thej  had  flain ;  a  pair  of  trowfcns  dirtior  thaa 
the  fliirt  ;  a  Icatliern  girdle,  from  wJiich  huog  a  jhxxt  fabre,  and 
iamc  Dutch  knives;  a  hat  without  any  rim,  except  a  flap  before, 
«■  order  to  enable  thera  to  poll  it  off;  (hoes  made  of  raw  hides,  but 
ao  flockinga-  (  f^jft'  ^«^«-  <**  ^Wf"»  ****•  *^*  *"'•  '^"0  Th^fc  bar- 
^gprv^  meoy  the  outcaiU  of  civil  focicty^  were  deiiomlnated  Buceancers^ 
bccsalc  they  dried  with  fmoke,  conformable  to  the  cuflom  of  the 
iuage^  part  of  the  fleih  of  the  cattle  they  had  killed,  in  places  de« 
» ia  the  language  of  the  natives.    Id.  ibid. 

D  3  formed 
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formed  the  moft  terrible  band  of  ravagcrs  that  ever  in- 
fefted  the  ocean.  To  thefc  ravagers,  however,  rendered 
femous  by  thtrir  courage  and  their  crtmcs,  France  and 
England  arc  indebted,  in  fome  meafure,  for  the  profpe- 
rity  of  their  fettlcments  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Nothing  could  appear  lefs  formidable  than  the  firft 
armaments  of  the  piratical  Buccaneers,  who  took  the 
name  ot^rothers  of  the  Coaft,  Having  formed  them- 
fclves,  like  the  hunters  of  wild  cattle,  into  fmall  focie-i 
ties,  they  made  their  excurfions  in  an  open  boat,  which 
generally  contained  between  twenty  and  thirty  men, 
expofed  to  all  the  intemperature  of  tha  climate  ^  to  the 
burning  heat  of  the  day,  and  the  chilling  damps  of  Ac 
night.  The  natural  inconvcnicncies,  connedfed  with 
this  mode  of  life,  were  augmented  by  thofe  ariling  from 
their  licentious  difpofition, 

A  LQVE  of  freedom,  which,  duly  regulated,  cannot 
be  too  much  cherifbed,  rendered  the  Buccaneers  averie 
jigainft  all  thofe  reftraints,  which  civilized  m?n  ufuallv 
impofe  on  each  other  for  their  common  happincfs  j  and 
as  the  authority  which  they  had  conferred  on  their  cap-, 
tain,  was  chiefly  confined  to  giving  orders  in  battle,  they. 
Jived  in  the  grcateft  diforder,  Like  favigcF,  having  no 
gpprehenfion  of  want,  nor  taking  any  care  to  guard 
againft  ftimine  by  a  prudent  ceconomy,  they  were  fre- 
quently expofed  to  all  the  extremities  of  hunger  and 
thirft.  But  deriving,  even  from  their  diftrcfics,  a  cou- 
rage  fuperior  to  every  danger,  the  fight  of  a  (ail 
trar.fported  them  to  a  degree  of  frenzy.  They  feldom 
deliberated  on  the  mode  of  attack,  but  their  cuftom 
v/as  to  board  the  flijps  as  foon  as  poflible,  The  fmall- 
nefe  of  their  own  veflels,  and  their  dexterity  of  manag- 
ing them,  prefervcd  them  from  die  fire  of  the  enemy. 
Tfepy  prcfisinted  only  to  the  hroadfidc  of  a  fhip,  tlieir 
8  ilender 
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(lender  prows,  fiflcd  with  expert  marldmen,  who  fired     LEXXeR. 
at  the  enemy's  port-holes  with  fuch  exailnefs,  as  to 
confound  the  moft  experienced  gunners.     And  when 
they  could  fix  dieir  grappling  tackle,  the  largcft  trading 
veflels  were  generally  obliged  to  ftrike  K 

Although  the  Buccaneers,  when  under  the  prcf- 
fure  of  nccefnty,  attacked  the  (hips  of  every  nation, 
thofe  belonging  to  the  fubjects  of  Spain  were  more  ef- 
pecially  marked  out  as  the  objefls  of  their  piracy.  They 
thought  that  the  cruelties  which  the  Spaniards  had 
cxercifed  on  the  natives  of  the  Nev/  World,  were  a 
fuScicnt  apology  for  any  violence  that  could  be  com- 
mitted againft  them.  Accommodating  their  conlciencc 
to  this  belief,  which  perhaps,  unknown  to  themfelvcs, 
was  rather  dictated  by  the  richnefs  of  the  Spanlfh  vef- 
fels  than  by  any  real*  fenfc  cf  religion  or  equity,  they 
ne\'er  embarked  in  an  expedition  without  publiclv  pray- 
ing to  Heaven  for  its  fuccefs  ;  nor  did  they  ever  return 
loaded  with  booty,  without  folemnly  returning  thanks 
to  God  for  their  good  fortune  7. 

This 

6.  HTtf.  Gfn.  ict  Foy^ges^  nhi  fup.  Hijf,  Buccaneers ^  part  i. 
chap.  \\. 

7.  Id.  ibid.  Thi*  is  a  prccioiw  picflurc  of  the  ixicunfiilcncy  of 
bnnn&n  nature,  and  a  (Iriking  proof  how  little  connexion  there  frc> 
gently  »  between  religion  aad  morality !  a  truth  which  is  farther 
allaftratcd  by  the  following  curicm^  anecdote.  ••  One  of  the  chief 
«<  caufcA  of  our  difagrcement,"  fay«  an  enlightened  Freebooter, 
fpeakin^  of  the  quarrels  between  the  French  and  £ri;rli{h  Bucca* 
Beers,  in  their  cxnedtion  to  the  South  Sea,  "  was  the  impiety  of 
•*  the  Engi:(h ;  for  they  made  no  fcruple,  when  they  got  ii.to  a 
•*  church,  to  cut  drwn  the  trrrs  of  a  crucifix  with  their  jabret^  <»r 
«  to  (h'»ot  tbcm  down  with  ihc-r  fufi'.s  and  piUols,  Iniji-.-r  and 
•*  mtAimimg  the  imo«et  of  the /.//»/*  in  the  fame  manner!*  {foy, 
du  FUb-jfl,  par  Ravencau  dc  LulTan.)  But  it  does  not  api-oar  that 
thofe  <kvout  plunderers,  who  were  (hocked  at  feting  tlie  iw*t^e  of 
zia-at  mailed,  were  more  tender  than  the  Jit.gljfli  Luccar.ccr*  of 
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PARTII.  This  booty  was  originally  carried  to  the  iDand  qf 
Tortuga,  the  commpn  rendezvous  of  the  Buccaneers^  an4 
then  their  only  place  of  fefety.  But  afterwyd  the  French 
went  to  fome  of  the  ports  of  Hifpaniola,  where  they 
had  eftablifhed  themfelves,  in  defiance  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  the  Englifli  to  thofe  of  Jamaica,  where  they  could 
difpofc  of  their  prizes  to  more  advantage,  and  lay 
out  their  money  more  agreeably,  either  in  l)ufinefs  or 
plcafure. 

Before  the  diftribution  of  the  (poil,  each  adventurer 
held  up  his  hand,  and  proteded  he  had  fecreted  nothing 
of  what  he  had  taken ;  and  if  any  one  w^s  convided  oir 
perjury,  a  cafe  that  feldom  occurred,  he  was  punifhe4 
in  a  manner  truly  exemplary,  and  worthy  the  imita- 
tion of  better  men.  He  was  expelled  the  commiuiity  j 
and  left,  as  foon  as  an  opportunity  offered,  upon  fome 
defert  ifland,  as  a  wretch  unworthy  to  live  in  fociety, 
even  with  the  deftroycrs  of  their  fpecics ! 

After  providing  for  the  (ick,  the  wounded,  the 
maimed,  and  fettling  their  feveral  fharcs,  the  Bucca- 
neers indulged  themfelves  in  all  kinds  of  licentioufnefs. 
Their  debauches^  which  they  carried  to  the  greateft  ex- 
cefs,  were  limited  only  by  the  want  that  fuch  prodiga- 
lity occafioned.  If  they  were  afked,  what  fatisiadion 
they  cou|4  And  in  dif&pa^ng  fo  rapidly,  what  they  had 
earned  with  fo  much  jeopardy,  they  made  this  very  in- 
genious reply :  —  H  Expofcd  as  we  are  to  a  variety  of 
^^  perils,  our  life  is  totally  diiFercnt  from  that  of  other 
"  men.  Why  (hould  we,  who  are  alive  to-day,  and 
."  run  the  hazard  of  being  dead  to-morrow,  thi.  k  of 
^*  hoarding  ?  —  Studious  only  of  enjoying   the  prefent 

th^  perfans  oT  pr^periict  of  thclr  fA^&xt^creaturts^  or  ever  attempted 
t<«  rcftr-jxn  tlicir  imjUiu  mjjfv:iatfs  from  aoy  ad  of  i»jitjiie  or  mm 
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^hoar^  wcncver  diinkof  that  which  is  to  coInc^"  This    ^^^^ 
has  ever  been  the  language  of  men  in  fuch  circum-     |_\  ,^ 
fiances :  the  defire  of  diffipating  life,  not  folicitude  for 
die  prelervation  of  exiftence,  feems  to  increafe  in  pro- 
pcMtion  to  the  danger  of  lofing  it. 

Thb  (hips  that  (ailed  from  Europe  to  America  fel- 
dom  tempted  the  avidity  of  the  firft  Buccaneers,  as  the 
merchandife  they  carried  could  not  readily  have  been 
ibid  in  the  Weft  Indies  in  thofc  early  times.  But  they 
eagerly  watched  the  Spanifti  vefiels  on  their  return  to 
Europe^  when  certain  they  were  partly  laden  with  trea- 
fiire.  They  commonly  followed  the  Galleons  and  Flota, 
.  employed  in  tranfporting  the  produce  of  the  mines  of 
Mexico  and  Peru,  as  far  as  the  channel  of  Bahama  ; 
and  if,  by  any  accident,  a  fliip  was  feparated  from  the 
fleet,  they  iiiftai^tly  befet  her,  and  fhe  fcldom  efcaped 
diem.  They  even  ventured  to  attack  feveral  (hips  at 
once :  and  the  Spaniards  who  confidered  them  as  das« 
mons,  and  trembled  at  their  approach,  comnjonly  fur- 
^tndered,  if  diey  came  to  clofe  quarters'. 

/l  rema&i^able  inftance  of  this  timidity  on  the  one 
fide,  and  temerity  on  the  other,  occurs  in  the  hiftory 
of  Peter  Legrand,  a  native  of  Dieppe  in  Normandy; 
who,  with  a  (mall  veiTel,  carrying  no  more  than  twenty- 
d^t  mcn^  and  four  guns,  had  the  boldncfs  to  attack 
|he  vice-admiral  of  the  Galleons.  Refolvcd  to  conquer 
or  die,  and  having  exaded  an  oath  to  the  fame  purpofe 
from  his  crew,  he  ordered  the  carpenter  to  bore  a  hole 
in  die  fide  of  his  own  veflel,  that  all  hope  of  efcape 
mjght  be  cut  off.  This  was  no  fooncr  dpnc  than  he 
boarded  the  Spanifh  ihip,  witli  a  fword  in  one  hani^ 
fuid  a  piftol  in  the  other ;  and  bearing  down  all  refift<> 

C.  Hjjf.  Ccn*  ifi  Foyt^er,  torn.  XT.  lhr.yii.clux.  9.  Id.  ibid. 

ance 


I 


THE    HISTORY    OF 

2nccj  entered  the  great  cabin,  attended  by  a  few  of  the 
mod  de(perate  of  his  aflbciates.  He  there  fiund  de 
admiral  (iirrounded  by  his  officers ;  prcTented  a  piftol  to 
hh  breaft,  and  ordered  him  to  furrender.  Meamiriiile 
the  reft  of  the  Buccaneers  took  pofleffion  of  die  gun- 
room, and  fcizcd  the  arms.  Struck  with  terror  and 
amazement,  the  Spaniards  demanded  quarter**.  Like 
exam[des  are  numerous  in  the  hiftory  of  die  Bucca- 
neers. 

The  Spaniards,  almoft  reduced  to  defpair,  by  finding 
themfelves  a  continual  prey  to  thofe  rava^ers,  diminilh- 
ed  the  number  of  their  (hips,  and  the  colonies  gave  19 
riieir  connexions  with  each  other.  Thefe  humiliating 
precautions,  however,  fervqfd  but  to  incrcafc  the  boldnefi 
of  the  Buccaneers-  They  had  hitherto  invaded  the 
Spanifh  fetdements  only  to  procure  provifions  ;  but 
no  fooner  did  they  find  their  captures  decreafe,  thaa 
diey  determined  to  procure  by  land,  that  wealth  whidi 
the  fea  denied  them.  They  accordingly  formed  diem* 
felves  into  larger  bodies,  and  plundered  many  of  die 
richeft  and  ftrongeft  towns  in  the  New  World.  Mara- 
caybo,  Campcachy,  Vera  Cruz,  Porto  Bello,  and  Car- 
thagena,  on  this  fide  of  the  continent,  feverely  felt  die  . 
cflfeSs  of  their  fury  ;  and  Quapquil,  Panama,  and 
many  other  places  on  the  coafts  of  the  South  Sea,  were 
not  more  fortunate  in  their  refiftance,  or  treated  widi  : 
greater  lenity".  In  a  word,  the  Buccaneers,  the  moft 
extraordinary  kt  of  men  that  ever  appeared  upon  the 
face  of  the  globe,  but  whofe  duradon  was  tranfitor}', 
fubjeftcd  to  their  armsi  witho\it  a  regular  fyftem  of 
government,  without  laws,  without  any  permanent  fub- 
ordinadon,  and  even  without  revenue,  cities  and  caiUes 

10.   ^i^  ^v.virtivp^,  part  i.  chap.  v«i.  ii.  Ibid,  put  i.  ii. 
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which  have  baffled  the  utmoft  efforts  of  national  force ;    letter 
gni  if  conqueft,  not  plunder,  had  been  their  objeia,    ^.^_^ 
tbey  might  have  made  themfclves  mafters  of  all  Spanilh 
America* 

Among  the  Buccaneers  who  firft  acquired,  diftinc^ 
don  in  this  new  mode  of  plundering,  was  Montbars,  a 
gentleman  of  Languedoc.  Having  by  chance,  in  his 
infancy,  met  with  a  circumftandal,  and  perhaps  exag- 
gerated accoimt,  of  die  cruelties  praflifed  by  the  Spa- 
niards in  the  conqueft  of  the  New  World,  he  conceived 
SL  ftrong  antipathy  againft  a  nation  that  had  committed 
(b  many  enormities.  His  heated  imagination,  which 
be  loved  to  indulge,  continually  reprefented  to  him  In- 
numerable multitudes  of  innocent  people^  murdered  by 
a  brood  of  &vage  monfters  nurfed  in  the  mountains  of 
Caftile.  The  unhappy  viftims,  whofc  names  were  ever 
prefent  to  his  memory,  fcemed  to  call  upon  him  for 
vengeance :  he  longed  to  imbrue  his  hands  in  Spanifli 
blood,  and  to  retaliate  the  cruelties  of  the  Spaniards, 
on  the  fame  fhores  where  they  had  been  perpetrated. 
He  according  embarked  on  board  a  French  (hip  bound 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  about  the  middle  of  the  laft  century, 
and  joined  the  Buccaneers,  whofe  natural  ferocity  he  in* 
flamed.  Humanity  in  him  became  the  fource  of  the  moft 
unfeeling  barbarity.  The  Spaniards  fufFcred  fo  much  from 
(lis  fury,  that  he  acquired  the  name  of  the  Exterminator^  *, 

Michael  d^  Basco  and francis  Lolonois  were  alfo 
greatly  renowned  for  their  exploits,  both  by  fca  and 
]and.  Their  moft  important,  though  not  their  moft 
fortunate  enterprife,  was  that  to  the  Gulf  of  Venc 
zuela,  with  eight  veflels,  and  fu»  hundred  and  fixty  aflb- 
fhtips.     This  gulf  runs  a  confiderablc  way  up  into  the 

1 2,  ffjfi.  Cm.  da  r«yig*h  tonj,  xv.  liv.  vii.  ch.  i. 
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PART  II.  country,  and  communicates  with  the  lake  of  Maracay- 
yC'"''^  bo,  by  a  narrow  ftrait.  That  ftrait  is  defended  by  a 
ca(Ue  called  La  Bat  ray  which  the  Buccaneers  took,  and 
nailed  up  the  cannon.  They  then  pafTed  the  bar,  and 
advanced  to  the  city  of  Maracaybo,  built  on  the  weftem 
coaft  of  the  lake,  at  the  di  (lance  of  about  ten  leagues 
from  its  mouth.  But,  to  their  inexpreffible  di£^point- 
ment,  they  found  it  utterly  deferted  and  unfurnifhed ; 
the  inhabitants,  apprifcd  of  their  danger,  having  re- 
moved to  the  other  fide  of  the  lake  with  their  moft  va- 
luable efFe6ls. 

If  the  Buccaneers  had  not  (pent  a  fortnight  in  riot 
and  debauchery,  they  would  have  found  at  Gibraltar,  a 
town  near  the  extremity  of  the  lake,  every  thing  which 
the  people  <tf  Maracaybo  had  carried  off,  in  order  to 
elude  their  rapacity.  On  die  contrary,  by  their  im- 
prudent delay,  they  met  with  fortifications  newly  ere&- 
ed,  which  they  had  the  glory  of  reducing  at  the  expence 
of  much  blood,  and  the  mortification  of  finding  another 
empty  town.  Exafpcrated  at  this  fecond  di(appoint- 
jncnt,  the  Buccaneers  fet  fire  to  Gibraltar  ;  and  Mara* 
caybo  would  have  fhared  the  fame  fate,  had  it  not  been 
ranfomed.  Bcfide  the  bribe  they  received  for  their  leni- 
ty, they  took  with  them  the  bells,  images,  and  all  the 
ornamental  furniture  of  the  churches  j  intending,  as 
they  faid,  to  build  a  chapel  in  the  ifland  of  Tortuga, 
and  to  confecrate  that  part  of  their  fpoils  to  facred 
ufes"!  Like  other  plunderers  of  more  exalted  charac- 
ter, they  had  no  idea  of  'the  abfurdity  of  oftcring  to 
Heaven  the  fruits  of  robbery  and  murder,  procured  in 
dircS  violation  of  its  laws. 

But  of  all  the  Buccaneer?,  French  or  Englifh,  none 
lyas  fo  uniformly  fuccefsful,  or  executed  fo  many  great 

13,  Hif.  BiuitiMtfrs,  psrt  ii.  chap.  i. 
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and  daring  cnterprifes,  as  Henry  Morgan,  a  native  of    I'F.tter 
the  principality  of  Wales.     While  de  Bafco,  Loloncis,      ^^i^!!!^ 
and  their  companions,  were  fquandering  at-  Tortuga 
the  fpoils  they  bad  acquired  in  the'  gulf  of  Venezuela, 
Morgan  failed  from  Jamaica  to  attack  Porte  Ecllo ;  and    A.D.  iCM. 
his  meafures  were  fo  well  concerted,  that  foo*h  after  his 
landing,  he  furprifed  the  centinclf,  and  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  town,  before  the  Spanfards   could   put 
themfelves  in  a  pofture  of  defence. 

In  hc^s  of  reducing  with  the  fame  facilit)'  Ae  cita- 
dd|  or  chief  caAle,  into  which  the  citizens  had  conveyed 
their  mod  valuable  property,  and  all  the  plate  belong- 
ing to  the  churches,  Morgan  bethought  himfelf  of  an 
expedient  that  difcovers  his  knowledge  of  national  cha- 
raders  as  well  as  of  human  nature  in  genonil.  He 
compelled  the  priefts,  nuns,  and  other  women,  whom 
he  had  made  prifoncrs,  to  plant  the  fcaling  ladders  againft 
the  walls  crf'the  fortress,  from  a  perfuafion  that  the  gallan- 
try and  fuperftition  of  the  Spaniards  would  not  fufFer 
them  to  fire  on  the  objeft!(  of  their  love  and  veneration. 
But  he  found  himfelf  deceived  in  this  flattering  con- 
je^re.  The  Spanifli  governor,  who  was  a  rcfolute 
ibldxer,  ufed  his  utmoft  efforts  to  dedroy  every  one  that 
approached  the  works.  Morgan  and  his  EngiiQi  aflbci- 
ates,  however,  carried  the  place  by  ftorm,  in  fpitc  of 
all  qppofition ;  and  found  in  it,  bcftde  a  vaft  quantity 
of  rich  merchandize,  bullion  and  fpccie  equivalent  to 
one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterlingi^. 

With  this  booty  Morgan  and  his  crew  returned  to 
Jamaica,  where  he  immediately  phuined  a  new  enter- 
prize.  Undcrfianding  that  de  Bafco  and  Lolonois  had 
keen  diiappointed  in  the  ptomifcd  plunder  of  Maracay- 

I4»  Hj/I.  Duetffnetn,  part  ii.  chJ^.Ti.  ,  ...*..•.. 
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PART  It.  boi,  by  their  imprudent  delay,  he  refolved,  from  emula- 
ArD.'i66a.  ^*^"  ^^  '^  ^*^  avidity,  to  furprife  that  phce.  With 
diis  view,  he  colle£bd  fifteen  veflels,  carrj'ing  mna^ 
A.  D.  1669.  hundred  and  fixty  men.  Thefe  ravagers  entered  the 
gulf  of  Venezuela  unobfcrved,  filenced  the  fort  that 
defends  the  paflagc  to  the  lake  of  Maracaybo,  and  found 
the  town,  as  formerly,  totally  defcrted.  But  they  were 
fo  fortunate  as  to  difcover  the  chief  citizens,  and  the; 
greater  part  of  their  wealth,  in  the  neighbouring  woods. 
Not  fatisfied,  however,  with  this  booty,  Morgan  pro-' 
ceeded  to  Gibraltar,  which  he  found  in  the  fame  de- 
folate  conditon;  and  while  he  was  attempting,  by  dicf 
moft  horrid  cruelties,  to  extort  from  fuch  of  the  inha^^ 
bitants  as  had  been  feized,  a  difcovery  of  their  hidden 
treafures,  he  vr2S  informed  of  the  arrival  of  three  SpA« 
ni(h  men  of  war  at  the  entqmce  of  the  hke. 

At  this  intelligence,  which  was  confirmed  by  a  boat 
difpatched  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  the  heart  of  the 
braveft  Buccaneer  funk  within  him.  But  although  i\{orgaif 
confidered  his  condition  as  defperate,  his  prcfence  of  mind 
did  not  forfake  him.  Concealing  his  apprehenfions,  he 
(ent-a  letter  to  Don  Alonzo  del  Campo,  the  Spaniih  a«L« 
miral,  boldly  demanding  a  ranfom  for  the  city  of  Mart' 
caybo.  Theadmirul';>  :i'ii'wer  was  refolute,  and  excluded 
.  all  hope  of  working  upon  his  fears.  "  I  am  come," 
faid  he,  ^'  to  difputc  your;  paflagc  out  of  the  lake :  and 
^  I  have  the  means  of  doing  it.  Neverthdefe,  if  you 
**  will  fubinit  to  furrender,  with  humility,  all  the  booty 
•*  and  prifoners  you  have  taken,  I  will  fufFer  you  to 
•{  pafs,  and  permit  you  to  return  to  i-our  own  coun- 
"  try,  without  trouble  or  moleftation.  But  if  you  re- 
"jeft  this  offer,  or  hefitate  to  comply,  I  will  order 
^boits  from  Caraccas,  in  which  I  will  embark  m^ 
•*  troops  J  and,  failing  to  Maracaybo,  will  put  every 
^  man  of  you  to  the  fword.    This  is  my  final  determi« 

nation. 
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**  nation.     Be  prudent  therefore,  and  do  not  abufc  my     litter 

XXVII* 

^bounty  by  an    ungrateful   return**.     I  have  with    ^     ^_  [m- 
"mc,"  added  he,  ^very  good  troops,  who  defire  no-    A.  D.  1669. 
^  thing  more  ardently  than  to  revenge  on  you  and  your 
*^  people,   all  the    cruelties    and    depredations,  which 
^jpu  have  committed  upon    the  Spanuh  nation  in 
«  America." 

The  moment  Morgan  received  this  letter,  he  called 
together  his  followers;  and,  afteracquainting them  with 
its  contents,  defircd  them  to  deliberate,  whether  they 
would  give  up  all  their  plunder,  in  order  to  fccure  dieir 
liberty,  or  fight  for.  it?  — They  unanimoufly  anfwered. 
That  they  would  rather  lofc  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood, 
than  refign.  a  booty  which  had  been  purchafcd  with  fo 
much  peril.    Morgan,  .however,  fenfible  of  his  dangers. 
ous  fkuation,  endc^avourcd  to  comproqfiife  the  matter, 
hut  in  vain.     The  Spaoiih  admiral  continued  to  in* 
fift  on  his  firft  conditions.     When  Morgan  was  made 
acquainted  with  this  inflexibility,  he  coolly  replied  :  "  If 
«  Don  Alonzo  will  not  allow  me  to  pafs,  I  will  find" 
**  means  to  pafs  without  his  permillion."     He  accord- 
ingly made  adivifion  of  the  fpoil,  that  each  man  might 
have   his  own  property  to  defend ;  and  having  filled  a 
YtSd^  which  he  had  taten  from  the  enemy,  with  prepar- 
ations of  gunpowder  and  other  conbuftible  materials,  he 
gallantly  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  the  lake  ;  burnt  two 
of  the  Spanifh  (hips,  took  one ,  and  by  making  a  feint 
of  difembarking  men,  in  order  to  attack  the  fort  by  land, 
be  diverted  the  attention  of  the  garrifon  to  that  fide, 
iriiile  he  paiTcd  the  bar  with  his  v/holc  fleet,  on  the 
other,  without  rcceivin;^  any  damu^e  »^. 

15.  "  Dated  on  board  t!:?  roya!  (hip,  named  the  MjjrJsUn^  ly- 
••  ing  ac  anchor,  ae  the  cnt-u:  ..e  of  the  lake  ».f  Maracaybo,  thit 
**  24th  of  April,  1669.  Don  Alomzo  del  CaMM.*'  /V-  ^f 
Ttlhmfi,  Hif.  Butcantersj  part  fi.  c.  vii.  i6.  Id.  ibid. 
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PARTH.  Tjj£  fticccfs  of  Morgan,  like  that  of  all  aniliitious 
A.D.  1670.  leaders,  ferved  only  to  ftimulate  him  to  yet  greater  un** 
dertakings.  Having  difpo&d  of  his  booty  at  Port  Ro^ 
in  Jamaica,  he  again  put  to  fea  with  a  larger  fleets  and  a 
more  numerous  body  of  adventures ;  and  after  reducing' 
the  iflandof  St.  Catharine,  where  he  procured  a  Capfiy 
of  naval  and  military  ftorcs,  he  fteered  for  the  river 
Chagre,  the  only  channel  that  could  condu<^  him  to 
Panama,  the  grand  objed  of  his  armament.  At  the 
mouth  of  this  river,  flood  a  ftroi^  caftle,  built  upon  a 
rock,  and  defended  by  a  good  garrifon,  Mdiich  threatened 
to  baffle  all  the  efforts  of  the  Buccaneers ;  when  an  ar* 
row,  fhot  from  the  bow  of  an  Indian,  lodged  in  the  eye 
of  one  of  thofe  refolute  men.  With  wonderful  finnne& 
and  prefence  of  mind,  he  pulled  the  arrow  from  the 
wound;  and  wrapping  one  of  its  ends  in  tow,  put  it 
ii^ito  his  ntufket,  which  was  already  loaded,  and  dif^ 
charged  it  into  fort ;  where  the  roofs  of  the  houfes  were 
of  flraw,  and  the  fides  of  wood,  conformable  to  the 
cuflom  pf  building  in  that  country.  The  burning  ar-  • 
row  fell  on  the  roof  of  one  of  the  houfes,  which  imme- 
diately took  fire ;  a  circumflance  that  threw  die  Spa- 
niards into  the  utmoflconflei  nation,  as  they  were  afraid, 
every  moment,  of  perifhing  by  the  rapid  approach  of  the 
fbmes,  or  the  blowing  up  of  the  powder-magazine* 
After  the  death  of  the  governor,  who  bravely  perifhed 
with  his  fword  in  bis  hand,  at  the  head  of  a  few  deter- 
mined men,  the  place  furrendered  to  the  aiTailants  '7. 

This  chief  obilacle  being  removed,  Morgan  and  his 
aflfociates,  leaving  the  larger  vefTels  imder  a  guard,  failed 
up  the  Chagre  in  boats  to  Cruces,  and  thence  proceeded 
by  land  to  Panama.  On  the  Savana,  a  fpacious  plain 
before  the  city,  the  Spaniards,  made  feveral  attempts  to 
repuUe  die  ferocious  invaders,  but  without  cSeSt :  the 

17.  UlUm't  rayfge,  Tol.  u 
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Buccaneers  gained  a  decided  fuperiority  in  every  en-     ^JT?^' 
counter.     Fcwrfeeing  the  overthrow  of  their  military    L>*-t-*»^ 
procedors,  the  unarmed  inhabitants  fought  refuge  in  the    ^'^'  ^^^®' 
woods  i  to  that  Morgan  took  quiet  poireilion  of  Panama, 
and  deliberately  pillaged  it  for  fome  days ' '. 

But  Morgan  met,  at  Panama^  with  what  he  valued 

no  left  than  his  rich  booty.     A  fair  captive  inflamed  his 

frvage  heart  with  love ;  and,  finding  all  his  folicitadons 

inethStusif  as  neither  his  perfon  nor  charadler  was  cal*- 

culatcd  to  infpire  the  obje£^  of  his  paffion  with  favour-^ 

able  (endments  toward  him,  he  refolved  to  fecond  his 

affiduides  with  a  feafonable  mixture  of  force.     ^  Stop, 

mSan !"  cried  fhe^    as    ihe  wildly  fprung  from  his- 

arms;— "ftop!  thinkeft  thou  that  thou  canft  ravifh 

"  from  me  mine  honour,  as  thou  haft  wrefted  from  me 

"  my  fortCtne  and  my  liberty  ?     No  !  be  aiTured,  that 

*•  my  foul  fliall  fooner  be  fsparated  from  this  body  :"— 

and  (he  drew  a  poinard  from  her  bofom,  which  (he 

would  have  plunged  into  his  heart,  if  he  had  not  avoided 

the  blow  •♦. 


f8.  M.  Ibid.  19.  The  Spaniih  ladies,  however,  as  we  learn 

from  the  freebooter  Revencau  dc  Lu (Tan,  were  not  all  polfcflcd  of 
the  fame  inflexible  vli  tue.  The  Buccaneers  had  been  reprefented  to 
them  atdcYils,  ascannibali,  and  bein^i^s  who  were  dellltute  even  of 
of  the  hunun  furnn.  They  accordingly  trembled  at  the  very  name 
o:'  thofe  p^unde^'crs.  But,  on  a  nearer  approach,  they  found  them  to 
lie  men,  and  fome  oF  thcn\  handtomc  fellowt.  And  in  this,  as  in  all 
cafct,  where  they  have  been  abufcd  by  falfe  rcprcfcntations  of  our 
fcz,  the  women  flew  to  the  oppofite  extreme,  as  foon  as  they  were 
undeceived,  and  clapfed  in  their  amorous  arms  the  murderers  of 
their  hufbands  and  brothers.  Charmed  with  the  ardour  of  a  band 
of  adventurers,  whcfe  every  paffion  was  in  cxccf*,  they  did  not  part, 
without  tears  of  ajronyi  from  the  warm  embrace  of  their  piratical 
paramours,  to  return  iuro  the  cool  pailis  of  comuion  life.  Foy.dtx 
Ftihtfi.  chap.  iv.  v. 

Vol,  V.  E  Enraged 
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PART  If.  Ekraged  at  fuch  a  return  to  his  fondnefs,  Morgan 
ii^^j^^^^,  threw  this  virtuous  beauty  into  a  loathfome  dui^eon^ 
and  endeavoured  to  break  her  fpirit  by  feverities.  But 
his  followers  becoming  clamorous,  at  being  kept  fo  long 
in  a  flate  of  inactivity,  by  a  caprice  which  they  could 
not  comprehend,  he  was  obliged  to  liften  to  their  impor-> 
tunities,  and  give  up  his  amorous  purfuit  '^.  As  a  pre* 
lude  to  their  return,  the  booty  was  divided ;  and  Mor- 
gan's own  (hare,  in  the  pillage  of  this  expedition,  is  iaid 
to  have  amounted  to  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
flerling.  He  carried  all  his  wealth  to  Jamaica,  and  ne- 
ver afterwards  engaged  in  any  piratical  enterprife*'. 

The  dcfc<5lion  of  Morgan,  and  feveral  odicr  principal 
leaders,  who  fought  and  found  an  afylum  in  the  bofem 
of  that  civil  fociety,  whofc  laws  they  had  fo  atrocioufly 
violated,  together  with  the  total  feparation  of  the  £ng* 
)i(h  and  French  Buccaneers,  in  confequence  of  the  wai^ 
between  the  two  nations,  which  followed  the  RevolutiQa 
in  1688,  broke  the  force  of  thofe  powerful  plunderers. 
The  king  of  Spain  being  then  in  alliance  with  England, 
A.D.  i6:c.  flie  repreilbd  the  piracies  of  her  fubjeds  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  The  French  Buccaneers  continued  their  depre* 
dations,  and  with  no  fmall  fuccefs,  till  the  peace  of  Ryf- 
wick  in  1697  ;  when  all  difference  between  France 
and  Spain  having  beenadjuftcd,  a  flop  was  everywhere 
put  to  hoAilities,  and  not  only  the  afTociation,  but  die 
very  name  of  this  extraordinary  fet  of  men  foon  became 
extinift.  They  were  infenfibly  lofl  among  die  other 
European  inhabitants  of  the  Wefl  Indies. 

Before  this  period,  however,  the  French  colonj  in, 
Hifpaniola  had  arrived  at  a  confiderable  degree  of  praf^ 

zo.  Hi/I*  BtusMutTi,  put  ill.  chap.  t.  ti. 

21.  After  Morgan  fettled  in  Jamaica^  be  WM  knifhttd  hj  tbtt 
prince  of  pleafire  and  whim,  Chariet  ll. 

pwiiji 
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peritjr;  and  Jamaica,  into  which  the  fpoils  of  Mexico  LETTER 
and  Pfcni  were  more  abundantly  poured,  was  already  in  |_  ^^ 
a  flourifhing  condition.  The  Buccaneers  found  at 
Port  Royal  better  reception,  and  greater  fecurily  than 
any  where  elfe.  They  could  there  land  their  booty  widi 
the  utmoft  facility,  and  fpend  in  a  variety  of  pleafures 
die  wealth  arifing  from  their  piracy;  and  as  prodi- 
galtCy  and  debauchery  foon  reduced  them  again  to  indi« 
gmoe,  that  grand  incitement  to  their  £mguinary  induf- 
try  made  diem  eagerly  haften  to  commit  firdH  depreda- 
tions. Hence  the  fetdement  reaped  the  benefit  of  their 
pefpetittl  viciffitudes  of  fortune,  and  was  enriched  by 
dieir  rapacity  aft  well  as  their  profufioni  by  the  vicet 
wUch  led  to  their  want  and  their  abundance. 

Thb  wealth  which  flowed  Into  Jamaica,  through  that 
channel^  gave  adivity  to  every  branch  of  culture ;  and^ 
after  the  piracies  of  the  Buccaneers  were  furprefled,  it 
proved  a  new  (burce  of  riches,  by  enabling  the  inha* 
bitams  to  open  a  dandefline  trade  to  the  Spanifb  fetde- 
ments,  whence  it  had  its  origin.  This  illicit  and  lucra- 
tive cooimerce,  was  rendered  more  facile  and  fecure, 
bjthe  AfEento,  or  contra^  for  fupplying  the  Spanifb 
colonies  mth  negroes,  which  England  obtained  at  the 
peace  of  Utrecht.  In  confequence  of  that  contrail,  as  I  a.  d.  zjiy 
kwe  alfeady  had  occafion  to  obfcrve,  Britifh  fafiories 
Were  eftibliflied  at  Carthagena,  Panama,  Vera  Cruz, 
Buenos  Ayres,and  other  important  places  in  South  Ame« 
ricaand  the  iflhmus  of  Mexico.  The  veil  with  which 
Spain  had  hidierto  covered  the  fbite  and  tranfaftions  of 
lier  colonies,  occafionally  lifted  by  the  Buccaneers,  was 

m  endrdy  removed.  The  agents  of  a  rival  n?.tion,  re- 

fidiiig  in  her  towns  of  mofl  extenfivc  trade  and  ports  of" 

(Ucfrefifft,  had  the  beilopportunides  of  becoming  ac^ 

£  2  quaimod 
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PiSRT  M.  quainted  with  the  interior  condition  of  her  American^, 
^i."^  '^"^  empire  5  of  obferving  its  wants,  and  knowing  what  com- 
mbdities  might  be  imported  into  it  with  the  greateft  ad- 
vantage. The  merchants  of  Jamaica,  and  other  Englifh . 
colonics  that  traded  to  the  Spaniih  main,  were  accord- . 
ingly  enabled,  by  means  of  information  fo  authentic  and 
expeditious,  toaflbrt  and  proportion  their  cargoes  with, 
fuch  exadbiefs  to  the  demands  of  the  market,  that  the 
contraband  commerce  was  carried  on  to  a  vaft  amount^ 
and  with  incredible  profit  ^*. 

In  order  to  put  a  ftop  to  this  trade,  which,  together 
mth  that  carrK:d  on  by  the  Britifl^  South  Sea  cionw. 
pany,  had  almoft  ruined  the  rich  convmerce  of  the  Ga{^ 
leons,  formerly  the  pride  of  Spain,  and  the  envy  of 
other  nations,  fhips  of  force,  under  the  name  of  Guarda 
Cojiay  were  flationed  upon  the  coafts  of  thofe  provin^, 
CCS,  to  which  interlopers  moft  frequently  reforted.    Such 
a  precaution  was  certainly  prudent,  but  it  ought  to  have 
been  put  in  execution  with  equity.     If  the  (hips,  com-. 
miiHoned  to  prevent  that  illicit  trafic,  had  only  fidzed 
upon  the  veiTels  really  concerned  in  it,  neither  die  conv- 
noanders,   nor  the  government   that  appointed  diem» 
could  juftly  have  incurred  any  blame  \  but  the  abufes   ; 
tnfeparable  from  violent  meafures,  the  eagernefe  of  gain,  ^ 
and  perhaps  a  fpirit  of  revenge,  incited  the  Spaniih  of- 
ficers to  ftop,  under  various  pretences,  many  vcflels  that  ? 
had  a  legal  deftination,  and  even  to  treat  the  (eamea  ^ 
widi  the  greateft  cruelty.  ^ 

England,  whofe  power  and  glory  is  founded  00  ^ 
commerce,  and  who  could  not  patiently  fufTer  any  re- ,. 
ilraint  upon  a  branch  of  trade  which  cuftom  had  ] 


12.  Ai)derfon*s  Hift,  0/  Commerce,  vol.  it.     Robertfoa't  HiJI,  if 
Amtrkdi  bookviii. 
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ha  confidcr  as  lawful,  was  highly  inccnfcd,  when  fhe    l^tTTtfL 

uiiderftood  that  thofe  reftraints  were  converted  into  hof-    ^^     /^ 

tilities,  and  carried  to  an  exccfs  inconfiftent  with  the 

laws  of  nations.     The  body  of  the  people  loudly  called 

for  vengeance,  and  the  leading  members  in  both  houfes 

of  parliament  diredtcd  all  the  thunder  of  cheir  eloquence 

againft  the  minifter,  who  coiild  tamely  fee  his  country 

expofed  to  fuch  indignities,     lint  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 

who  ftill  governed  the  councils  of  Great  Britain,  and 

who  had  an  equal  contempt  for  party  rage  and  popular 

opinion,  paid  little  regard  to  thefe  violent  inveSives  or 

leditious  clamours.  Strongly  convinced  of  the  importance 

flf  peace  to  a  trading  nation,  he  endeavoured  to  obtain, 

by  ncgociation,  iatisfadion  from  the  court  of  Madrid. 

The  preliminaries  of  a  convention  were  accordingly 

figned  at  Pardo,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 739.  And    A.D.  1739, 

although  the  terms  of  this  treaty  were  neither  fo  ho^ 

nourable  nor  advantageous  to  Great  Britain  as  might 

have  been  wifhed,  they  were  the  beft  that  coujd  po0ibly 

be  obtained,  without  involving  the  kingdom  in  a  war 

with  Spain,  and  eventually  v/ith  Fjrance,  as  was  forefcen 

by  that  minifter. 

The  chief  article  of  the  convention  provided.  That 
die  king  of  Spain  fhould  pay  to  the  fubje£ts  of  Great 
Britain  thefum  of  ninety-five  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 
by  way  of  indemnification  for  their  lofles,  in  confe- 
^acnce  of  the  Seizures  made  by  the  Guarda  Cofta. 
This  was,  inefFcfi:,  acknowledging  the  injuftice  of  thofe 
(azures ;  but  as  no  provifion  was  made  againft  future 
Tidences,  the  grand  queftion,  "Whether  Britifh  veflels, 
"navigating  the  American  feas,  fliould  be  any  where, 
*or  under  any  circumftances,  fubjeft  to  search?" 
bring  left  to  be  difcufled  by  a  congrcfs,  the  irttcrefts  of 

E  J  tbe 
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tfaecoontiywerefuppofedto  be  betrayed,  and  the  uriiole 
nation  was  thrown  into  a  ferment.  Petitions  againft 
the  convention  were  fent  from  all  the  principal  trading 
towns  in  the  kingdom,  and  the  univer&l  outcry  wa% 
**  A  free  fea,  or  a  war !"  Walpole  found  himfelf  iin« 
"^  the  neceffity  of  refigning,  or  of  jaeldiag  to  the  voice 
of  the  multitude ;  and  the  king  of  Spain,  by  negleding 
to  pay  the  ftipulated  fum  at  the  appointed  day,  fiirniflied 
Odt  19.  him  with  a  decent  pretext  for  declaring  war,  without 
abandoning  his  pacific  principles.  On  the  contrary,  he 
afiirmed,  that  the  convention-treaty  would  have  been 
attended  with  all  the  advantages  that  could  be  procured 
by  the  moft  fuccefsful  war^'  ;  and  that  future  ages 
would  do  juftice  to  the  councils  that  produced  it. 

But  although  the  pacific  difpofition  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  and  his  intimate  kno\^edge  of  the  eflendal 
intercfk  of  his  country,  made  him  averfe  from  war,  he 
no  fooner  refolved  upon  hoftilities  than  the  vigour  of 
his  meafures  was  as  confpicuous  as  his  former  modera- 
tion* A  powerful  fleet  under  admiral  Haddock,  waa 
fent  to  Cruize  off  the  coafl  of  Spain;  and  admiral  Vcr- 

23.  Tt  would  at  leaft  have  been  produdive  of  more  adTanUgct 
than  the  war  that  eufued.  And  if  it  (hould  be  faid,  that  it  was  im- 
pofliblc  tu  forefce  the  fubfcquent  misfortuDes,  which  arofe  from  « 
variety  of  caufes,  it  may  at  Wud  be  added  in  reply,  That  the  intcrcft 
of  a  few  merchants  concerned  tn  a  contraband  trade,  however  bi- 
crative,  was  not  a  foffident  objed  to  engage  tiw>  great  oatioitt  ia  % 
war,  the  fuccefii  of  which  muft  be  doubtful,  and  which  it  was  evfr* 
dent  mud  be  profecutcd  at  a  vafl  expence  of  blood  and  treafure.  It 
was  the  tinfubmitting  pride  of  the  two  nations  that  involved  them 
in  hoftilities  t  and  chat  pride,  on  the  part  of  Engtand,  was  infiatsed 
by  a  fct  of  ambitious  men  in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  who  af^ 
umed  to  themfclvcs  the  deluding  name  of  patriots;  but  who,  fince 
time  haa  elucidated  their  charaders,  appear  to  have  been  onlj  a 
dcfpcrate  fadioii,  druggliog  for  the  exaohimenti  of  office* 

6  no% 
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HOfH  an  officer  who  flood  high  in  the  public  favour,     ^^^^* 


appointed  to  the  command  of  a  fquadron  in  the 
Weft  Indies.  This  gentleman  had  rendered  himfclf  A.  D.  1739. 
cooipicuous  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  loudly  con* 
demning  all  the  meafures  of  the  minifter,  and  bluntly 
ipeaking  his  fentiments  on  every  occafion.  In  a  debate 
upon  Ae  Spanifh  depredations,  he  deckred  that  he 
would  undertake  to  reduce  Porto  Bello  with  fix  (hips. 
That  ofier  was  echoed  from  the  mouths  of  all  the  mem- 
bers inoppofition,  and  reverberated  from  every  comer 
of  the  kingdom.  Vernon  became  the  idol  of  the  people : 
and  the  oiinifter,  in  order  to  gain  their  confidence,  fent 
him  to  fulfil  his  boafl ;  not  perhaps  without  hopes  that 
he  might  hH  in  the  attempt,  and  draw  difgrace  on  him- 
Jelf  and  his  party. 

The  event,  however,  juftified  the  admiral's  aflcr-  A*D.X740' 
lion.  He  failed  from  Jamaica  with  no  more  than  fix 
ihips,  and  two  hundred  and  forty  (bidiers  on  board ; 
yet  fiKrh  was  the  daflardlinefs  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the 
romantic  bravery  of  the  Britifh  tars,  who  moujited  the 
walls  of  the  fortifications  in  a  manner  thought  impra(fH- 
cable,  that  Porto  Bello  was  taken  almoft  v/ithout  blood- 
fhcd.     Of  that  place  fome  account  mufl  be  given. 

The  town  of  Porto  Bello  is  difpofcd  in  the  form  of  a 

crclcent,  on  the  declivity  of  a  mountain,  which  embraces 

an  excellent  harbour.     This  harbour  was  well  defended 

by  (brts,  all  which  were  taken  ami  blown  up  by  admiral 

Vernon,  who  immediately  abandont-jj  his  ccnqucft.     It 

could  only  indeed  be  of  importance  to  the  n.ificTs  of 

Peru,  as  its  opulence  depended  entirely  upon  ics  fitua- 

tionj  and  even  that  opulence  could  only  induce  an  in- 

confiderablc  number  of  inhabitants  conilantly  to  rellde 

on  a  fpot,  fo  unhealthy,  that  it  has  been  denomiiKited  the 
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PART  n.  Grave  of  the  Spaniards,  But  during  die  annual  fair,  which 
A.  D.  f  740.  laftcd  forty  dajrs,  Porto  Bello  was  a  theatre  of  the  richeft 
commerce  that  was  ever  cranfaded  on  the  face  of  die 
earth.  Seated  on  the  northern  fide  of  the  ifthmus  which 
divides  the  two  feas,  thither  were  brought  from  Pana^ 
ma,  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  the  gold,  filver,  and  other 
valuable  produ^ons  of  Chili  and  Peru,  to  be  exchanged 
for  the  mcnufadlures  of  Europe ;  and  there  arrived  the 
Galleons  from  Old  Spain,  laden  with  every  article  oif 
ncceffity,  accommodation,  and  luxury.  The  ficklyand 
almoft  defected  tovm  was  quickly  filled  with  people;  its 
port  was  crouded  with  (hips ;  and  the  neighbouring  fidds 
were  covered  with  droves  of  mules,  laden  with  the  pre- 
cious metals.  Inftcad  of  filcnce  and  folitude,  nothing 
was  to  be  fecn  in  the  flrcets  and  fquarcs  but  buftling 
multitudes,  bales  of  goods,  and  chcfts  of  trcafure  **. 

But  that  rich  commerce,  as  well  as  the  contraband 
trade,  has  fmce  been  ruined,  by  the  abolition  of  the 
Galleons,  and  by  fubftituting  in  their  place  Regifter- 
fliips  5  which  failing  round  Cape  Horn,  pafs  immediate* 
ly  to  the  ports  of  Chili  and  Peru,  with  a  fupply  of  Eu- 
ropean goods,  and  return  to  Europe  with  the  treafure  by 
the  fame  courfe.  In  confequcnce  of  this  new  regula* 
tion,  which  took  place  in  1748,  the  trade  of  Panama 
and  Porto  Bello  has  funk  almoft  to  nothing ;  and  tfaefe 
two  towns,  formerly  called  the  keys  of  communication 
between  the  North  and  South  Sea,  between  Spain  and 
ber  moft  valuable  colonies,  now  ferve  only  as  a  paflage 
for  the  negroes  that  are  carried  to  Peru,  and  fome  other 
inconfiderable  branches  of  decaying  traffic  *5. 

The  joy  of  the  Englifh  nation  on  the  taking  of  Porto 
Bello  was  exce/live.     The  two  houfes  of  parliament 

p^  UUo»*a  y*yagt,  vol.  i,  2$,  Robcrtfon,  Hijl,  Amer.  book  Tiii. 
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trongratulated  his  majefty  on  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms :  ^^'"^ 

die  people  were  confirmed  in  their  opinion  of  Vernon  ;  ^^^ 

and  his  good  fortune  induced  the  minifter  to  continue  him  ^  ^ 
in  the  command  of  the  Britifli  fleet  in  the  Weft  Indies* 

This  compliance  with  the  wiQies  of  the  people,  how- 
ever»  fervcd  only  to  render  the  popular  members  in  the 
Houlie  of  Commons  more  clamorous.  They  confidered 
it  as  a  partial  vidory,  and  refolved  to  pufli  their  advan- 
tage: they  attempted  the  entire  removal  of  the  minifter  i 
arid  a  motion  was  even  made  to  that  purpofe.  .  Piqued 
at  this  ungenerous  return,  as  he  confidered  it,  to  his 
^  condefcenfions.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  concluded  a  ma* 
fterly  Ipeech  (in  which  he  refuted  every  charge  brought 
againft  him)  with  the  following  keen  expreffions,  that 
^ongly  mark  the  character  of  thofe  contentious  and  ve- 
nal times.  ^^  Gentlemen,"  faid  he,  ^^  have  talked  a 
**  great  deal  of  patrloufm ;  a  venerable  virtue,  when 
^  duly  praftifed  !  But  I  am  forry  to  obferve,  that  of 
^  late  it  has  been  fo  much  hackcned,  that  it  is  in  dan- 
**  gcr  of  falling  into  difgrace :  the  very  idea  of  true  pa- 
**  triotifm  is  loft,  and  the  term  has  bren  proftituted  to 
**  the  worft  of  purpofes.  A  patriot !  why  patriots  fprin^ 
^  up  like  muihrooms  :  I  could  raife  fifty  of  them  within 
'^  the  four  and  twenty  hours.  I  have  raifed  many  of 
**  them  in  a  night.  It  is  but  refufing  to  gratify  an  un- 
*•*  reafonable  or  an  infolent  demand,  and  up  ftarts  a  pa- 
^triot. — I  have  long  heard  of  this  patriotic  motion  " 
added  he  ;  ^  and  let  gentlemen  contradict  me,  if  they 
-•*  can,  when  I  fay  I  could  have  prevented  it.  By  what 
<*  means  I  leave  the  houfc  to  judge »<* !" 

The  redudion  of  Porto  Bello  was  but  a  prelude  to 
greater  cnterprifes.    Nothing  lefs  was  refolved  upon 

26.  FarlUunentary  Dtbates^  1 740. 
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PART  II.  than  the  utter  deftrudion  of  the  Spanilh  fettlements  ui 
A^^^^^e.  ^  N^^  World.  With  tliis  view,  an  Englifh  fquadron 
was  difpatched  to  the  South  Sea,  under  commodore  An* 
fon,  in  order  to  ravage  the  coaib  of  Peru  and  Chili ; 
while  a  fleet  of  twenty-feven  fail  of  the  line,  commanded 
by  Sir  Chaloner^Ogle,  befide  frigates,  fire-fhips,  bomb- 
ketches,  ftore-fhips,  viduallers,  and  tranfports,  with  up-^ 
ward  of  ten  thouiand  land  forces  on  board,  was  ient  to 
the  Weft  Indies,  to  reinforce  admiral  Vernon,  and  co- 
operate with  Anfon,  by  means  of  intelligence  to  be  coa- 
Teyed  acrofs  the  ifthmus  of  Darien.  The  land<^fbrces 
were  commanded  by  lord  Cathcart,  a  nobleman  of  ap* 
proved  honour,  as  well  as  experience  in  military  aflairs : 
and  the  ardour  of  both  foldiers  and  failors  to  come  to 
a£tion  was  exceflive.  This  ardour  drew  from  lord  Cath* 
cart  the  following  words,  in  a  letter  to  admiral  Vernon. 
**  In  the  troops  I  bring  you  there  is  fpirit,  there  is 
**  good-will  ;  which,  when  properly  conduced,  will 
**  produce,  I  hoiye,  what  the  nation  expe&  from  lat— 
^^  will  make  us  the  glorious  inftruments  of  finiihing  the 
^<  ^'ar,  with  all  the  advantages  to  the  public  that  its 
^'  happy  beginning  pronifes  y  and  with  this  diftinguifli- 
"  ing  circumflance,  that  thofe  happy  efFe<9s  have  been 
**  owing  to  a  perfed  harmony  between  the/ea  and  lanJ" 
^forces^K'* 

The  want  of  that  harmony  proved  the  ruin  of  Ac  ar- 
mament. As  lord  Catlicart  unfortunately  died  foon  after 
his  arrival  in  the  Well  Inuies,  the  command  of  the  land- 
forces  devolved  upon  brigadier-general  Wentworth  ;  an 
ofHcer  without  experience,  refolution,  or  authority.  He 
had  nothing  in  common  with  Vernon  but  his  obftinacy, 
>nd  as  great  a  contempt  for  the  fea,  as  the  admiral  ha4 

:-.  M:^ern  Uitivtrful  Hif,  vol.  XT.  fol.  edit. 
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fcr  the  land-fervice.  Tfaefe  two  ill-aflbciated  command*  LEm 

crfi  whofe  powers  were  difcretioiiary,  after  being  reia->  v^^^^y^m, 

forced  with  ibme  troops  from  the  Englifh  colonies  in  ^^*  '74<< 
North  America,  determined  to  attack  Carthagena. 


9- 


The  city  of  Carthagena  is  ieated  on  a  peninTula,  or 
fimdy  ifkmd,  which  is  joined  to  the  continent  by  two  ar- 
tificial necks  of  land,  the  broadeft  of  which  is  not  above 
feventy  yards  wide.  Its  fortifications  are  regular,  and 
lAer  the  modem  manner*  The  hou(es  are  moftly  of 
ftone,  and  the  ftreets  are  broad,  ftraight,  and  well  paved. 
It  is  fuppofed  to  contain  about  twenty-five  thoufand  in- 
habitants. Nature  has  placed  at  a  little  diftance  a  hill  of 
a  middling  height,  on  which  is  built  the  citadel  of  St. 
Lasanis.  This  fort  commands  die  town,  and  in  fome 
meafure  the  harbour,  which  is  the  fafeft  in  the  Ameri^- 
ean  dominions  of  Spain,  and  one  of  the  beft  any  where 
known.  It  is  two  leagues  in  extent^  and  has  a  fafo  and 
excellent  bottom  *^.  At  the  time  the  trade  of  the  Spa- 
nifli  (ettlements  in  South  America  was  carried  on  by  die 
Galleons,  thofe  fhips  failed  to  Carthagena  before  they 
went  to  Porto  Bello,  and  vifited  it  again  on  their  return. 
Its  trade  has  declined  fmcc  dicir  abolition  ;  but  the  ex- 
cellence of  its  harbour,  and  its  vicinity  to  the  rich  pro- 
vinces of  Santa  Fc,  Popayan,  and  Choco,  njuft  ever  make 
it  a  fdace  of  great  importance. 

In  confequence  of  the  refolution  of  the  Englifli  com- 
manders to  attack  this  opulent  and  ftroiig  city,  a  defcent 
was  made  on  the  ifland  of  Tierra  Bomba,  near  the  en- 
trance of  *the  harbour,  ^ich  is  known  by  the  name  of 
Bocca  Chica,  or  Littic-mouthy  from  its  narrowncfs,  and 
which  was  fortified  in  a  furprifmg  manner  with  caftlcs, 
batteries,  booms,  chain?,  cables,  and  (hips  of  war.  Seve- 

«  zS.  Ulloa,  lib.  i.  cap.  3. 
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ral  of  the  fmaller  caftles  were  almoft  inftandy  reduced  bjr 
Sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  to  whom  that  fervice  was  committed  | 
and  batteries  being  ereded  againft  the  principal  fortifi* 
cations,  the  Boradera  battery  and  Fort  St.  Jofcph  were 
fucccflively  taken  by  ftorm.  A  breach  was  made  in  Caf- 
tillo  Grande,  and  the  Britilh  troops,  fupported  by  the 
feamen,  advanced  to  the  ai&ult.  Contrary  to  all  expec- 
tation, they  found  the  works  abandoned.  The  Spanifli 
fhips,  which  lay  acrofs  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  were 
either  taken  or  deftroyed  ;  the  pafiage  was  opened;  the 
fleet  entered  without  farther  oppofition,  and  the  troops 
were  difembarked  within  a  mile  of  the  city. 

After  furmounting  fo  many  difficulties,  with  fuch 
fecility,  the  befiegers  thought  that  little  remained  but  to 
take  pofleifion  of  Carthagena.     A  fiiip  was  accordingly 
font  cxprefs  to  London  with  intelligence  to  that  cfie^  j 
and  public  rejoicings  were  held  at  Jamaica,  and  over  all 
the  Englifh  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies.   But  the  animo- 
fitics  which  broke  out  between  Vernon  and  Wentworth, 
dilappointcd  the  hopes  of  the  nation^  as  well  as  the  (an- 
guine expectations  of  thofe  concerned  in  the  expedition. 
Each  fecmed  more  eager  for  the  difgracc  of  his  rival 
than  zealous  for  the  honour  of  his  country.     The  ad- 
miral vos  always  putting  the  general  in  mind  of  tue  nc- 
ceffity  of  cutting  oft'  the  communication  between  the 
town  and  the  country,  and  of  attacking  the  citadel  of 
St.  Lazarus,  by  which  it  was  dofcndcd.     Refolutions, 
in  a  council  of  war,  were  taken  for  that  purpofe,  but  no- 
thing was  done  in  confequence  of  them.     A  fhameful 
ina£Hvity,  which  might  partly  proceed  from  the  climate^ 
fcems  to  have  poflcffed  the  troops*^.  '   ,^ 

The 

29.  The  heat  is  exceiCve  and  continual  at  Carthagena  f  and  the 
torrents  of  water  that  arc  inccffant!/  pouring  down  from  May  to 

l^ovcmbcTft 
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The  general,  by  way  of  recrimiiution,  threw  the  blame    I-ETTEX 
of  the  delay  upon  the  admiral,  in  not  landing  the  tents,     v-^^v^»«*^ 
ftores,  and  artillery.     And  it  muft   be  admitted  that    A-D.  174*. 
both  were  in  fault.     If  Wentworth  had  attacked  the 
citadel  before  the  enemy  had  recovered  from  the  pa- 
nic, occafioned  by  the  ledufiion  of  the  forts  that  de- 
fended the  harbour,  the  Englifh  would  certainly  have 
become  mafters  of  the  place ;  whereas  the  inaftion  of 
the  land-forces,  befide  the  difeafes  to  which  it  expofed 
them,  gave  the  Spaniards  time  to  recover  their  fpirits, 
and  to  take  every  precaution  for  their  defence.  Nor  was 
Vernon  lefs  remifs  in  his  duty,  in  not  fending  his  fhips 
to  batter  and  bombard  the  town  by  fea ;  for  it  is  beyond 
difpute,  notwithftanding  fome  furmifes  to  the  contrary, 
that  great  execution  might  have  been  done  by  fuch  a 
mode  of  attack.     The  largeft  (hips  could  have  lain  near 
.  enough  to  have  damaged  the  buildings,  without  being 
expofed  to  much  harm  ;  and  the  bombs  would  have  been 
attended  with  great  efFeil,  as  the  houfes  in  that  country 
are  chiefly  covered  with  fhingles,  or  fmall  thin  boards, 
inftead  of  flate  or  tiles. 

During  thefe  difputes,  the  army  was  employed  in 
crcfting  batteries,  in  order  to  make  a  breach  in  fort  St. 
Lazarus.  But  the  heavy  cannon  not  being  yet  arrived, 
nor  the  batteries  near  completed,  the  chief  engineer 
gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  place  might  be  rendered 
fo  much  ftronger  before  the  batteries  could  be  opened, 

Novemtxr,  have  this  {infrnlarity,  that  they  never  coo!  the  air, 
which  ii  forairtimcs  a  little  moderated  during  the  dr^  feafon,  by  the 
porth-ead  winds.  The  night  is  as  hot  as  the  day.  Heticc  the  in- 
habitants, waded  by  profufe  perfpiration,  have  the  pale  and  livid 
app^rance  nf  Tick  perfons :  all  their  motions  are  languid  and  flt'i^- 
f^;  their  fpeech  is  foft  and  flow,  and  their  words  are  gyneraiiy 
broken  and  intarupted.  Every  thii.g  reiative  to  them  indicates  a 
relaxed  habit  of  body.     Ulloa,  Fey.  lib.  i.  ca|).  v. 

as 
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FART  n.    as  to  orer-balance  the  advantage  to  be  expeded  from 
^n^^^     them.     This  abfurd  opinion)  fecoaded  by  the  impor* 
tunities  of  Vernon,  determined  Wcntworth  to  hazard 
an  ai&ult,  after  all  rational  profpeiS  of  fucceis  from 
fuch  a  mode  of  attack  had  ceafed,  until  a  breach  ihould 
be  made  in  the  walls,     So  firm,  however,  was  the  cou* 
rage  of  the  Brltifh  droops,  that,  if  other  inftances  of 
mifcondu£l  had  not  accompanied  that  unibldier-Uke  at« 
tempt,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  Carthagena  would  have 
been  taken.     The  aiFault,  inftead  of  being  made  in  the 
nighty  was  delayed^  till  morning ;  the  ibldiers  were  con- 
dutSled,  by  miftake,  againfl  the  ffarongeft  part  of  the  ci- 
tadel ;  the  fcaling  ladders  were  found  too  (hort ;  the 
woolpacks  and  granado-ihells  were  left  in  the  rear ;  afid 
the  admiial  negle£led  to  divert  the  attention  of  the 
enemy  by  battering  the  town  by  iea,  or  even  making 
ufe  of  his  bomb-ketches**.     In  confequence  of  thefc 
fevcral  blunders,  and  others  connected  with  them>  die 
brave  a/Iailants  were  cxpofed  to  the  whole  fire  of  die 
fort,  and  partly  to  that  of  the  city,  widiout  die  leaft 
power  of  defending   themfdves,  or  of  annoying  the 
Spaniards.     A  mere  carnage  enfued ;  and  although  a 
retreat  was  foon  judged  neceflary,  colonel  Grant,  who 
commanded  the  grenadiers,  and  fix  hundred  of  the  flow- 
er of  the  Englifh  army,  were  left  dead  on  the  field. 

The  befiegers  were  fo  much  difcouraged  by  diis  un- 
propitious  and  ill-dlre£ted  effort,  that  they  gave  up  all 
hopes  of  being  able  to  reduce  the  place.  And  the  rainy 
feafon  fet  in  with  fuch  violence,  as  rendered  it  impoffi* 
He  for  the  troops  to  live  on  fhore.  They  were  there- 
fore reimbarked,  and  the  enterprife  vr^s  relinquifhed^ 
after  the  admiral  had  made  a  feeble  attempt  to  bombard 
die  town,  in  order  to  convince  the  general  of  its  im- 
pra^cability  ;   though  that  confequence  was  by  no 

t4.  Umw.  ffjft.  ttbi  fiip«    Sittolleu*t  fftjl.  Sag.  vol.  xi. 
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means  the  rcfult  of  this  impertinent  experiment.     On    LETTER 

XXVII. 
riie  contrarjr,  it  was  affirmed.  That  the  continuance  of    ^     _^ 

fuch  a  mode  of  attack,  property  conduced,  would  have  a  D,i74t. 
reduced  the  city  to  heaps  of  ruins;  that  a  floating  battery, 
which  had  been  prepared,  did  not  lie  in  the  proper  place 
for  annoying  the  'enemy  5  that  the  water  was  there  in- 
deed too  (hallow,  to  admit  large  fhips  near  enough  to 
batter  the  town  with  any  profpet^  of  fuccefs,  but  that 
a  litde  toward  the  left,  the  harbour  was  fufficiently 
deep,  and  that  four  or  five  (hips  of  the  line  might  have 
been  mocMned  within  piftol-fliot  of  the  walls  •J, 

After  the  reimbarkation  of  the  troops,  the  diftem- 
pers  peculiaf*  to  the  climate  and  feafon  began  to  rage 
with  redoubled  fury.  Nothing  vras  heard  from  fhip  to 
fliipi,  but  complaints  and  execrations ;  the  groans  of  the 
dying,  and  the  fervice  for  the  dead  !  Nothing  was  (een 
hut  objeSs  of  woe  or  images  of  dejeSTion ;  and  the 
commanders,  who  had  agreed  in  nothing  elfe,  were 
luanimoias  in  pleading  the  expediency  of  a  retreat  from 
diiSi  feene  of  miiery  and  difgrace.  The  fortifications 
of  the  harbour  of  Carthagena  were  accordingly  demo* 
lifhed,  and  the  Englifh  fleet  failed  for  Jamaica,  to  the 
aftontfliment  and  confufion  of  the  mother-country, 
as  well  as  of  the  colonies.  The  people  were  depreffetf, 
in  pn^xxtion  to  that  exuberant  joy  with  which  they  had 
been  elevated ;  nor  was  any  thing  afterward  done  by 
die  condudxMTS  of  this  unfortunate  enterprise,  to  re- 
tWeve  the  hcmour  of  the  Britifh  arms.  Though  Ver* 
non  was  reinforced  with  feveral  fhips  of  the  line,  and 
Wentworth  with  diree  thoufand  fotdiers  from  England  ; 
andaltfaough  they  fuccefEvely  threatened  St.  Jago  de  Cu« 
bai  and  Piuiama,  they  returned  home,  without  efieding 
any  thing  of  coafequence,  nptwithftanding  the  I0&  of 
'  twenty  thoiifand  men*^ 

25.  C/iw*.  Mift,  yoL  XT.  fol.  edit. 

mi.  SflmUctt't  Hi/i.  £^.  vol.  si.        9mh,  Hif.  uki  («p. 
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FART  fi.         Xhe  expedition  under  Anfon  was  not  more  fortunate? 

iLD»i74u  *"  ^^  beginning  ;  and,  but  for  accident,  it  would  have 
terminated  in  equal  difgrace.  Being  attacked  by  a  furious 
ftorm  in  paffing  Cape  Horn,  two  of  his  fhips  were  ob- 
liged to  return  in  diftrefe  :  one  was  loft  j  another  was^ 
fo  much  damaged  as  to  be  abandoned  (bon  after ;  and 
the  greater  part  of  his  people  died  of  the  fea-fcurvy, 
before  he  reached  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez,  which 
bad  been  appointed  as  the  place  of  rendezvous*  In 
this  delightful  s^ode  the  remainder  of  his  crew  recover-^ 
ed  their  health  and  fpirits ;  and  the  Centurion,  his  own 
fhip,  being  ftill  in  pretty  good  repair,  he  foon  put  to 
(ba,  took  feveral  prizes  off  the  coaft  of  Chili,  and  plan* 
dered  the  town  of  Paita,  on  the  coaft  of  Peru,  where 
be  found  a  booty  of  filver  to  the  amount  of  about  thirty 
thouland  pounds  fterling.  From  his  prifoners  he  learn* 
ed,  that  notwithftanding  his  reduced  force,  he  had  no* 
thing  to  fear  in  thofe  latitudes  j  as  Don  Jofeph  Pizarro^ 
who  commanded  a  Spanilh  fquadron,  deftined  to  op- 
pofe  him,  had  been  obliged  to  return  to  Rio  de  la  Plat^ 
after  having  loft  two  fhips  and  two  thoufimd  men>  in 
attempting  to  double  Cape  Horn* 

But  that  confolatory  intelligence  was  balanced  by 
information  of  a  lefs  agreeable  kind.  /Thfon  alfo  leam* 
ed,  from  fomc  papers  found  on  board  his  prizes,  that  die 
Englifh  expedition  againft  Carthagena  h^  mifcarried* 
This  difcouraging  news  made  him  fcnfible  of  the  impro* 
priety  of  attempting  to  execute  that  part  of  his  mftruc* 
tions,  which  regarded  an  attack  upon  Panama,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  fuppofed  co-operation  with  the  Britifli 
troops,  acrofs  tfic  ifthmus  of  Darien.  He  therefore  bore 
away  for  Acapuico,  in  hopes  of  intercepting  the  Manilla 
galleon,  which  he  underftood  was  then  at  fea.  Happi- 
ly for  the  Spaniards,  (he  had  reached  that  port  before  hit 
A-IX  i74>*  arrival.  He  endeavoured  to  intercept  her  in  her  retunii 
5  but 
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b«it  widiout  dSea.     At  laft  finding  himfelf  deftitute  of    UTTEE 
CFcry  necefiaiy,  he  failed  for  the  river  CantoH)  in  China ;    ^  ^-Jp 
where  he  arrived,  after  a  long  and  diftrefiing  vopge.    A,D,i74a. 
Having  refitted  his  fhip,  and  taken  in  a  fuppl y  of  pro-^ 
vifions,  he  again  launched  into  the  Pacific  Ocean  j  and 
after  cruifing  there  fome  time,  he  fortunately  met  with 
and  took  the  annual  (hip  from  Acapuico,  on  the  coaft  of 
Mexico,  to  Manilla,  in  the  ifland  of  Luconia,  laden 
with  treafure  to  the  amount  of  about  three  hundred 
diottfimd  pounds  fterling,  befide  other  valuable  com-* 
modities''. 

Anson  went  a  fecond  time  to  Canton,  where  he  af- 
ferted  the  honour  of  the  Britifii  flag  in  a  very  fpiritcd 
manner,  and  returned  to  England,  by  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  in  1744,  to  the  great  joy  of  his  countrymen,  A.  D.  1744. 
who  had  heard  of  his  diiafters,  and  concluded  that  he 
and  all  his  crew  were  loft.  The  Spanifti  treafure  was 
carried  to  the  Tower  with  much  parade ;  and  an  ex- 
.  pedition,  which,  all  things  confidercd,  ought  rather  to 
We  been  deemed  unfortunate,  was  magnified  beyond 
meafure.  Anfon's  perfeverance,  however,  defervcd 
przife,  and  the  fuccefs  of  a  fingle  ihip  feemed  to  point 
out  what  might  be  performed  by  a  ftouc  fquadron  on 
the  coafts  of  the  South  Sea ;  but  the  failure  of  the  for- 
•midable  enterpriie  againft  Carthagena,  wa^  ftill  fo  frefh 
io  the  memory  of  the  nation,  that  no  farther  attempt 
im  made  during  the  war  to  diftrefs  the  Spanifh  fettle- 
meats  in  America. 

I  SHALL  here,  my  dear  Philip,  clofe  this  letter  >  af 
(he  naval  traniactions  in  the  European  feas,  though 

17.  4rfmt  y^ytgtt  hf  Waker.  The  fmTare  coniifted  of  oac 
wSQaca  tlvc*  haodrcd  and  tkuteeo  tbouiand  eight  hundred  20^ 
fflftf  dfidian  or  pcibt,  with  vscoined  filvirr  e^oal  in  vahie  to  fotty* 
Afcc  thooted  fiLh&pdrvd  Md  ekfto  dolhft. 

Vol,  V,  F  ietmingly 
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PART  II.    fecmingljr  connedled  with  the  fubjeft,  will  enter  wid 
ikD.  1744!    ^^^^  propriety  into  the  general  narration.     The  war 

occafioned  by  the  death  of  the  emperor  Charles  VL 

muft  now  engage  our  attention. 


LETTER      XXVIII. 

General  View  of  the  Affairs  of  Europe,  from  the  Death 
of  the  Emperor  Charles  VI.  /;;  1740,  to  the  Treaty 
of  DKESDESy  in  I74Sj  and  the  Confirmation  pf  the 
Treaty  ©/"Breslaw. 

IBTTKR  rip  HE  death  of  tlie  emperor  Charles  VL  the  lafl: 
.  .^Jl^^^  A  prince  of  the  ancient  houfe  of  Auftria,  without 
A.  D  1:40.  male  ifTue,  awakened  the  ambition  of  many  potentates, 
the  adjufting  of  whofe  pretenfions  threw  all  Europe  into 
a  ferment.  By  virtue  of  the  Pragmatic  San£tion,  as  well 
as  the  rights  of  blood,  the  fucceflion  to  the  whole  Auf- 
trian  dominions  belonged  to  thd  archduchefe  Maria-The* 
rc(a,the  late  emperor's  eldeft  daughter,  marned  to  Francis 
of  Lorrain,  grand-duke  ofTufcany.  The  kingdoms  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia,  the  province  of  Silefia,  Auftrian 
Swabia,  Upper  and  Lower  Auftria,  Stiria,  Carinthia, 
Carniola,  the  four  Foreft  Towns,  Burgaw,  Brifgaw^ 
the  Low  Countries,  Friuli,  Tirol,  the  duchy  of  Milan, 
and  the  duchies  of  Parma  and  Placcntia,  formed  that 
immenfc  inheritance. 

Almost  all  the  European  powers  had  guarantied-the 
Pragmatic  San<SHon;  but  as  prince  Eugene  judicioufly 
remarked,  ^^  an  hundred  thoufand  men  would  have 
^'  guarantied  it  better  than  an  hundred  thoufand  tret- 
^^  tics  !**  Selfifli  avidity  and  lawlefs  ambition  can  only 
be  reftrained  by  force.     Charles  Albert,  eledlor  of  Bt-- 

varia, 
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varia,  laid  claim  to  the  kingdom  of  Bohemia,  on  the  ^'J'x  yfi* 
ftlrength  of  an  article  in  the  will  of  the  emperor  Fer-  ^^^  _ ,_f 
dinand  I.  brother  to  Charles  V.  Auguftus  III.  king  of  A.D.  1740. 
Poland,  and  eleflor  of  Saxony,  exhibited  prctenfions  to 
the  whole  Auftrian  fuccfeflion,  in  virtue  of  the  rights 
of  his  wife,  eldeft  daughter  of  the  emperor  Jofeph, 
elder  brother  of  Charles  VI.  The  Catholic  king  de- 
duced fimiliar  pretenfions,  from  the  rights  of  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  emperor  Maximilian  11.  wife  to  Philip  II.  of 
Spain,  from  whom  he  was  defcended  by  females  ;  and 
the  king  of  Sardinia  revived  an  obfolete  claim  to  the 
du€hy  of  Milan.  The  king  of  France  had  alfo  his  pre- 
tenfions, and  to  the  whole  difputed  fucceffion,  as  being 
defcended  in  a  right  line  from  the  eldeft  male  branch 
of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  by  two  princefl'es,  married  to 
his  anceftors  Lewis  XIII.  and  Lewis  XIV.  But  con- 
fcioQS  that  fuch  a  claim  would  excite  the  jcaloufy  of  all 
Europe,  he  did  not  appear  as  a  competitor;  though  he 
was  not  without  hopes  of  aggrandizing  himfelf,  and  of 
diCnembering  the  Auftrian  dominions,  by  abetting  the 
claims  of  another. 

In  the  meantime  Maria-Therefa  took  quiet  pofTcilion 
of  that  vaft  inheritance,  which  was  fecured  to  her  by 
the  Pragmatic  Saftion.  She  received  the  homage  of 
the  ftates  of  Auftria  at  Vienna;  and  the  kingdoms  Nov.  7. 
of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  fwore  allegiance  to  her  by 
their  deputies,  as  did  the  Italian  provinces.  PofTefled 
of  a  popular  affability,  which  her  predeceflbrs  had  fel- 
dom  put  in  praftice,  flie  gained  the  hearts  of  her  fub- 
jefts,  without  diminiftiing  her  dignity.  But  above  all, 
(he  ingratiated  herfelf  with  the  Hungarians,  in  volun- 
tarily accepting  the  ancient  oath  of  their  fovercigns ; 
by  which  the  fubjefts,  fhould  their  privileges  be  invaJc  d, 
ire  allowed  to  defend  thcmfelves,  widiQut  being  treated 
MrAds. 

Fa  As 
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>ART  II.  As  the  anceftors  of  this  prince^  had  ever  been  back-» 
A.D.I74©.  ^*^^^  ''^  complying  vnlth  fuch  engagements,  the  eariy 
taking  of  that  prudent  ftep  was  attended  with  wonderful 
popularity.  The  Hungarians,  who,  after  two  hundrtd 
years  fpent  in  feditious  broils  and  civil  wars,  ftill  bore 
with  impatience  the  Auftrian  yoke,,  fubmitted  with  plea- 
ftire  to  the  government  of  Marla-Therefe>  whom  they 
almoft  adored,  and  who  was  worthy  of  their  warmeft 
regard.  Her  firft  care,  after  conciliating  the  afiedions 
of  her  people,  was  to  procure  for  her  hufband  a  fhart 
in  all  her  crowns,  under  the  title  of  co-regent ;  and 
ihe  flattered  herfelf,  that  the  confequence  thus  confer- 
red upon  the  grand-duke,  would  ibon  laife  him  to  the 
imperial  throne  ' .  But  (he  had  forgot  that  ihe  was  def^ 
titute  of  money ;  that  a  number  of  pretenders,  for  the 
whole  or  a  part  of  the  Auftria^i  fucceflion,  were  ri/ing 
up  againft  her ;  and  that  her  troops,  though  far  from 
fnconfiderable,  were  di(pcrfed  over  her  extenfive  do- 
minions. 

The  firft  alarm  was  given  by  a  formidaMe,  but  un- 
expeded  pretender.  Frederic  III.  king  of  Pruffia,  had 
lately  fucceeded  his  father,  Frederic  William ;  a  wife 
and  politic  prince^  who  had,  by  rigid  ceconomy,  aomfled 
a  prodigious  treafure,  though  he  maintained  for  his  owa 
fecurity,  an  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men^  which  he  pru- 
dently left  his  (on  to  employ  *•  "  If  we  may  be  Cud  to 
"  owe  the  fhade  of  the  oak,"  obferves  the  Royal  Hifto- 
rian,  "  to  the  acorn  from  which  it  fprung,  in  like  man.- 
"  ner  we  may  difccrn,  in  the  fagacious  condud  of 
<<  Frederic  WiUiam,  the  (burce  of  the  future  greatnds 
«ofhisfucceflbr3." 

1.  Voltaire.    Milot. 

2.  Afen,  Je  JJrMdephurg,  torn*  iit 

3.  Id.  iWd. 
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This  ambitious,  enlightened,  and  enterprizing  mo-  ttTT) 
narch,  wfaofe  chara£ter  I  (hall  afterward  have  occafton  ^^^.^^ 
to  develq;>e,  in  defcribing  his  heroic  achievements,  and  A.D.i; 
in  tracing  his  extenfive  plans  of  policy,  revived  certain 
antiquated  claims  of  his  fai^iily  to  four  duchies  in  Sile- 
fia ;  and,  inftead  of  having  recourfe  to  unmeaning  ma- 
nifeftos,  he  began  his  march  at  the  head  of  thirty  thou- 
fimd  chcMce  troops,  in  order  to  eftablifh  his  right*  When 
he  found  himfelf  in  the  heart  of  that  rich  province^  and 
in  pofieffion  of  Breflaw,  its  capital,  be  (hewed  a  difpo- 
£tion  t#  negociate.  He  offered  to  fupply  Maria-Therefa, 
then  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary, with  money  and  troops  ;  to  proteft,  to  the  utmoft 
of  his  power,  the  reft  of  her  dominions  in  Germany, 
and  to  ufe  all  his  intereft  t^  place  her  hufl>and  on  the 
imperial  throne,  provided  {he  would  cede  to  him  the 
Lower  Silefia« 

That  would  have  been  a  fmall  facrifice  for  peace 
and  fccurity.  But  the  queen  of  Hungary  was  fenfiblc, 
chat  by  yielding  to  the  claims  of  one  pretender,  (he 
ihould  only  encourage  thofe  of  others.  She  therefore 
rejeAed,  perhaps  too  haftily,  the  offers  of  the  king  of 
Pniffia,  and  fent  count  Ncwperg,  one  of  her  beft  ge- 
nerals, with  a  ftrong  body  of  troops  into  Silefia,  in  or- 
der to  expel  the  invaders.  The  two  armies,  nearly  equal 
in  numbers,  met  at  Molwitz,  a  village  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  town  of  Neifs,  and  within  a  league  of 
die  river  of  the  fame  name.  There  a  defperate  battle 
was  fought.  The  a£tion  laftcd  from  two  in  the  after- 
noon till  fix  in  the  evening  i  when  the  Auftrians,  in 
fpite  of  the  moft  vigorous  efforts,  were  obliged  to  re- 
tire under  the  cannon  of  Neifs,  with  the  lofs  of  four 
thouiand  men. 

F  3  This 
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PART  II.  This  viilory,  which  was  followed,  though  not  im* 
A.D.  1-41.  "mediately,  with  the  redu£tion  of  Glatz  and  Neifs,  and 
the  fubmiflion  of  the  whole  province  of  Silcfia,  was 
acquired  folcly  by  the  firmnefs  of  the  Pruflian  infantry 
and  their  celerity  in  firing,  in  confcquence  of  a  new 
excrcife  taught  them  by  their  young  king.  The  cavalry 
were  totally  routed,  by  the  fuperiority  of  the  Auftrian$ 
in  horfc  5  the  royal  baggage  was  pillaged,  and  the  king 
himfelf,  in  danger  of  being  made  prifoner,  was  carried 
ofFthe  field,  in  the  more  early  part  of  the  engagement. 
But  the  fecond  line  of  infantry  flood  immoveable;  and 
by  the  admirable  difcipline  of  that  body,  the  battle  was 
reflored  ^. 

The  fjccefs  of  the  king  of  PrufEa  aftonifhed  all  Euy 
rope  ;  and  the  refufal  of  Maria-Therefa  to  comply  with 
his  demands,  which  had  lately  been  dignified  with  die 
name  of  greatnefs  of  foul,  was  now  branded  with  die 
appellation  of  imprudent  obflinacy  and  hereditary 
haughtincfs  : — fo  apt  are  mankind  to  judgp  of  me^ur^ 
by  events,  and  to  conne6l  wifdom  with  good  fortune, 
and  folly  with  diHifter !  —  But,  even  at  this  difbmce  of 
time,  when  a  more  impartial  judgment  may  be  formed, 
if  the  queen  of  Hungary's  refolution  was  again  to  be 
taken,  it  would  be  difficult  for  political  fagacity  to  dire£l 
her  which  akernativc  to  chufe.  What  might  have  been 
the  confcquence  of  her  compliance  with  the  king  of 
Pruilia's  propofals  it  is  impoflible  to  fay  j  but  we  know, 
that  her  intrepidity  of  fpirit  in  refolving,  at  all  hazards, 
to  prcfcrve  unJiviJod  the  Auftrian  fiicceflion,  exalted 
her  in  the  eftcern  of  her  moft  natural  and  powerful  allies, 
vho  ultimately  fccurcd  to  her  thj  greater  part  of  that 
fiicccirion.  It  mult,  however,  be  admitted.  That  the 
ijcccfsful  invafion  of  the  king  of  Pruilia,  the  unforc- 

4.  Vulu-rc,  SiciULouh  XV.  cliap.  ▼. 

(ecn 
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fccn  confequencc  of  her  refufal,   and  an  afllirance  of    I-RTTER 
the  fuppoit  of  fo  powerful  a  prince,  encouraged  the    ^_  ^-mJ 
court  of  Verfaillcs  in  the  ambitious  projeft  of  placing    A.D.1741. 
the  eledor  of  Bavaria  on  the  imperial  throne.     I'he  rife 
of  this  projedl  defervcs  to  be  traced. 

France  had  guarantied  the  Pragmatic  San£Hon  of 
Charles  VI.  and  cardinal  Fleury,  whofe  love  of  peace 
increafed  with  his  declining  years,  was  defirous  of  pre- 
(erving  inviolate  the  engagements  of  his  mafter.     But 
no  fooner  was  it  known  at  Veriailles  that  the  king  of 
PrufEa   had  invaded   Sileiia,  than  the   cardinal   found 
himfelf  unable  to  withftand  the  ardour  for  war  in  the 
French  councils.     This  ardour  was  increafed  bv  the 
battle  of  Molwitz,  and  the  failure  of  the  Engliih  in 
cfacir  attempt  upon  Spanifh  America.     AfTured  of  the 
affiftance  of  Spain,  which  turned  a  wifhful  eye  on  the 
Italian  poflfeffions  of  the  queen  of  Hungary,  the  young 
nobility  and  princes  of  the  blood,  eager  for  an  oppor- 
tunity of  diftinguifliing  themfelves  in  arms,  reprefented 
to  the  king,  That  the  period  fo  long  dcfired  was  now 
arrived,  of  finally  breaking  the  power  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  and  exalting  that  of  Bourbon  on  its  ruins  ;  by 
difinembering   the  dominions  of  Maria-Therefa,  and 
jdacing  on  the  imperial  throne  Charles  Albert,  cleftor 
of  Bavaria,  a  ftipendiary  of  his  moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty. 

The  moderation  and  natural  equity  of  Lewis  XV. 
yielded  to  arguments  fo  flattering  to  his  pride  ;  and  to 
the  count,  afterward  marefchal  and  duke  dc  Bellcifle, 
and  his  brother  the  chevalier,  the  chief  infpirers  of  thcfc 
violent  councils,  was  committed  the  execution  of  that 
ambitious  projeft.  They  propofed,  that  fifty  thoufand 
French  troops,  of  which  twenty  thoufand  were  to  be 
cavalry,   fhould  pafs  the  Rhine,  and  advance  toward 

F  4  the 
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PART II.  ^e  Danube,  before  the  beginning  of  June;  that  an- 
A.D.1741.  other  army,  of  about  forty  thoufand  men,  (hould  bef 
formed  on  the  fide  of  Weftphalia,  in  order  to  keep  ni 
awe  (he  elcdorate  of  Hanover ;  and  that  proper  appli- 
cation fliould  be  made  to  the  mofl:  confiderable  princes 
of  the  empire,  correfponding  to  their  fcvcral  fituations, 
inviting  them  to  concur  in  the  deftruftion  of  the  houfe 
of  Auftria,  and  to  fliare  in  its  fpoils,  A  moment  was 
not  loft  in  carrying  this  plan  into  execution. 

Meanwhile  the  count  de  Belleifle  being  difpatched 
into  Germany,  in  the  double  capacity  of  ambaflador  and 
general,  had  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  eleftor  of  Ba- 
varia at  Nymphenburg.  By  this  treaty  the  king  of 
France  engaged  to  affift  that  prince  with  his  whole 
force,  in  order  to  raife  him  to  the  imperial  throne ;  artd 
the  eleftor,  on  his  part,  promifed.  That  after  his  eleva- 
tion, he  would  never  attempt  to  recover  any  of  tht 
towns  or  provinces  of  the  empire  which  the  French 
Ihould  have  conquered  ;  that  he  would,  in  his  imperial 
capacity,  renounce  the  barrier  treaty,  and  agree,  that 
France  might  retain  irrevocably  whatever  places  fhould 
be  fubdued  by  licr  arms  in  the  Auftrian  Netherlands. 
The  count  de  Belleifle  alfo  negociated  a  treaty  between 
Lewis  XV,  and  Frederic  III.  king  of  Pruflia ;  in  which 
it  vvras  ftipulated,  That  tlie  elettor  of  Bavaria,  together 
with  the  imperial  crown,  fliould  poflefs  Bohemia,  Upper 
Auftria,  and  the  county  of  Tirol ;  that  Auguftus  IIL 
king  of  Poland  and  elcftor  of  Saxony,  fliould  be  gratified 
v/ith  Moravia  and  Upper  Silefia ;  and  that  his  PrufSan 
raiajefty  fliould  retain  Lower  Silefia,  with  the  town  of 
Neifs  and  the  county  of  Glatz. 

These  treaties  were  no  fooner  concluded  than  the 
French  forces  were  put  in  motion ;  and  Lewis  XV.  ap- 
pointed the  eleftor  of  Bavaria,  whom  he  meant  to  place 
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in  like  firft  (btion  smont  Chriftian  princes,  his  Iieute<    ixmx 
tot-gencral,  with  the  marefchals  Belleifle  and  Broglio    ^_^_  ^ 
toad  under  him.     He  at  the  fame  time  iflued  a  decla-    A. D.  1741. 
lation,  fetting  forth,  That  the  troops  of  the  eleAor  of 
Hanover  being  in  a  threatening  pofhire,  he>  as  guarantee 
of  Che  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  was  refolved,  without  pre- 
judice to  the  Pragmatic  Sanation,  to  march  fome  troops 
toward  the  Rhine,  in  order  to  guard  the  approaching 
deftion  of  an  emperor,  and  to  be  read^  to  affift  thofe 
jtfinces  who  might  call  upon  him  for  the  execution  of 
his  engagements. 

The  £d]acy  of  this  declaration  was  obvious  to  aU 
Europe ;  yet  it  did  not  fail  of  its  intended  ttkSt.  The 
king  of  Great  Britain,  alarmed  for  the  fafety  of  his  Ger^* 
asm  dominions,  and  finding,  after  a  tedious  and  fruit- 
leis  n^ociation,  that  he  could  not  depend  upon  the 
fl^)port  of  the  Dutch,  who  were  timid  and  backward^ 
concluded  a  treaty  of  neutrality  for  Hanover,  in  conle-  Sept.  tft. 
queiice  of  which,  not  only  the  troops  of  that  ele^rate^ 
but  the  auxiliary  Danes  and  lieffians,  in  Bridlh  pay, 
>i^iich  had  been  commanded  to  march  to  the  affiftance 
of  Maria-Thereia,  were  ordered  to  remain  in  their  re- 
fpe6tive  countries }  and  the  embarkation  of  a  body  of 
Britiib  troops,  colle^ed  for  the  (ame  purpofe,  was  coun- 
termanded. A  fubfidy  of  three  hundred  thouiand  pounds 
granted  by  the  Britiib  parliament,  was  however  trant 
mitced  to  the  queen  of  Hungary,  and  proved  a  very  fea- 
ibnabk  fupply,  in  the  midft  of  her  multiplied  neceilities^ 

In  the  mean  time  the  elector  of  Bavaria^  being  joined 
by  the  French  forces  under  marefchal  Broglio,  furprifed 
the  imperial  city  of  Pailau,  upon  the  Danube ;  and  en- 
tering Upper  Auftria,  at  the  head  of  feventy  thouiand 

5.  TmiML    SoioUcu. 
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PART  II.  men,  took  pofleflion  of  Lintz,  the  capital  of  that  duchy, 
A.  D.^^iii.  where  he  received  the  homage  of  the  ftates.  From 
Lintz,  feveral  detachments  of  his  troops  advanced  with* 
in  a  few  leagues  of  Vienna ;  which  b^ing  badly  fortified, 
could  make,  it  was  generally  thought,  but  a  feeble  refift- 
ance  againft  the  vidlorious  enemy.  And  many  of  thofe 
who  were  beft  acquainted  with  Germany,  and  with  mi- 
litary operations,  confidered  that  city  as  already  loft. 
The  inhabitants  took  the  alarm,  and  removed  to  places 
of  greater  fafety  their  moft  valuable  effects.  The  Da- 
nube was  daily  feen  covered  with  boats,  for  this  purpofe; 
great  part  of  the  fuburbs  was  pulled  down ;  and  a  fum- 
mons  was  fent  to  Kevenhuller,  the  governor,  to  furren- 
dcr  the  place. 

•  In  this  extremity  of  her  fortune,  the  archducheis,  com«- 
mitting  her  defperate  aftairs  to  the  care  of  her  hufband  . 
and  her  brave  generals,  left  Vienna,  and  retired  to  Prcf- 
burg  in  Hungary ;  where,  having  afTembled  the  ftates 
of  that  kingdom,  (he  appeared  before  them  with  her 
eldeft  fon,  yet  an  infanl^  in  her  arms,  and  addrefled  them 
in  a  fpeech  to  the  following  purport.  "  Abandoned 
*'  by  my  friends,  perfecuted  by  my  enemies,  and  at- 
*'  tacked  by  my  neareft  relations,  I  have  no  refource 
"  left  but  in  your  fidelity  and  valour.  On  you  alone  I 
"  depend  for  relief;  and  into  your  hands  I  commit,  with 
^  confidence,  the  fon  of  your  fovereign,  and  my  juft 
"  caufe."  At  once  filled  with  rage  and  compaffionat 
thefe  affecting  cxprcflions  of  confidence,  by  fo  flattering 
.an  appeal  to  their  loyalty,  and  by  the  appearance  of  a 
young,  beautiful,  and  heroic  princefs,  in  diftrefs,  the 
Falatine?,  drew  their  fab  res,  and  exclaimed,  in  a  tone 
cf  enthufiafm,  "  We  will  die  for  our  King  \  Maria 

6.  So  the  HungaruDs  always  call  their  foTcrc'^n,  of  whatever 
fcx. 

ThereCi!''^ 
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Therelk !"    Nor  was  this  a  momentary  ftart  of  pafEon.     lfttkr 
While  with  tears  they  fwore  to  defend  her,  they  pub-     ^l^^^-llj 
liflted  a  manifefto  againft  the  clc<aor  of  Bavaria;  and    ^^-  '"4»- 
by  a  folemn  aft  of  ftate,  they  gave  a  perpetual  exdu- 
ion  of  him  and  his  pofterity  horn  the  throne  of  Hun- 
pry. 

The  Hungarian  nobility  were  inftantly  in  arms ;  and 
old  count  Palfy,  whom  the  queen  honoured  with  the 
name  61  Father^  marched  to  the  relief  of  Vienna  with 
thirty  thoufand  men.  KevenhuUer,  the  governor,  had 
a  garrifon  of  twelve  thoufand :  count  Nuperg  was  in 
Bohemia  at  the  head  of  about  twenty  thoufand :  the 
grand-duke  and  his  brother,  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain, 
who  was  the  delight  of  the  Auilrian  armies,  command- 
ed another  large  body ;  and  prince  Loblcowitz,  count 
Berenclau,  count  Traun,  and  other  general  officers, 
were  exerting  themfelves  to  the  utmoft  in  railing  troops 
for  the  fcrvice  of  their  miftrels. 

These  powerful  armies,  the  declining  fc:afon,*and 

the  ftrength  of  the  garrifon  of  Vienna,  induced  the 

eledor  of  Bavaria  to  moderate  his  ideas.     Inftead  of 

invefting  that  capital,  he  marched  into  Bohemia ;  and 

beinc  there  joined  by  twenty  thoufand  Saxons,  he  laid 

fiege  to  Prague.     The  place  was  ftormed,  and  taken  by 

die  gallantry  of  the  famous  count  Saxe,  natural  fon  of 

Auguftus  II.  of  Poland,  who  had  already  entered  into 

the  French  fervice,  and  exhibited,  on  this  occallion,  a 

reoiarkable  inftance  of  his  generofity  and  humanity. 

He  oot  only  faved  the  town  from  pillage,  but  the  per- 

fons  of  the  inhabitants  from  any  violence  or  infult.  And 

the  elector  of  Bavaria,  having  been  crowned  king  of 

Bohemia  at  Prague,  proceed  to  Frankfort,  where  he 

was  elefted  emperor,  under  the  name  of  Charles  VII.    A.D.t74s, 

fu4  in\Tfted  with  the  imjKrial  cnfigns.  J**  ^ 

The 
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PART  IT.  The  marefchal  dc  Belleifle,  who  made  a  fplendid 
^Tn^^.  figure  at  this  inauguration,  feemcd  now  in  a  fair  way 
to  complete  his  whole  undertaking  ;  more  elpeciaUj  as 
he  had  found  means  to  engage  Sweden  in  a  war  widi 
Ruffia,  in  order  to  prevent  the  empreft  Elizabeth,  dau^ 
tcr  of  Peter  the  Great,  from  aiding  her  fitter  fovereign. 
But  events  fuddenly  took  a  new  direction  in  Germanji^ 
as  we  (hall  afterward  have  occafion  to  fee.  In  di9 
mean  time  we  mutt  turn  our  attention  toward  the  af- 
fairs of  England  -,  obferving,  in  making  this  tnuifitioDi 
that  the  war  between  Sweden  and  Ruffia  was  diftin- 
guiflied  by  no  remarkable  events  and  foon  tenmnated 
in  an  equitable  peace. 

The  intimate  connexion  between  England  and  die 
houfe  of  Auftria,  fmcethe  Revolution,  in  i688,  cemented 
by  the  blood  fpilt  during  two  long  and  defolating  wars» 
in  which  the  fubje6)5  of  the  two  powers  had  greatlj  fig- 
nalifcd  themfelves,  by  oppofing  the  ambition  of  Lewis 
XIV.  made  the  people  confider  this  connexion,  and  not 
altogether  without  reafon,  as  eflential  to  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  liberties  of  Europe,  againft  the  dangerous 
ufurpations  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  The  EngUb  na- 
tion, therefore,  warmly  efpoufcd  the  caufe  of  the  queen 
of  Hungary  i  and  no  fooner  was  it  known  that  Fnmoe^ 
in  violation  of  the  Pragmatic  Sandion,  had  formed  the 
project  of  difmembering  the  fuccefjion  of  Charles  VL 
and  placing  a  creature  of  her  own  upon  the  imperial 
throne,  than  the  cry  for  war  was  loud,  and  for  fulfilling 
to  the  utmoft  the  treaties  with  the  late  emperor.  The 
miicarriages  in  the  Weft  Indies  were  forgot ;  the  in- 
creafc  of  taxes,  which  had  lately  occafioned  fo  much 
clamour,  was  difregarded  i  and  liberal  fubicripdoas 
were  opened,  by  private  individuals,  for  the  fupport  of 
Maria-Thereia. 

Georgi 
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George  II.  who  fecmcd  only  to  value  the  Britifli    letter 

xxvin. 
crown  as  it  augmented  his  confequence  in  Gennany,    ^    —  ^  ^ 

was  fufficietttly  difpofed  to  enter  into  thefe  views;  and  A. D,  174a. 
aMiough  the  imminent  danger  to  which  his  ele£loral 
<Ioinimoxis  were  expoTed  induced  him  to  fubmit  to  a  trea- 
ty cf  neutrality  for  Hanover,  that  treaty  did  not  sJkSt 
lum  in  his  regal  capacity.  As  king  of  Great  Britain  he 
aightftill  affift  the  queen  of  Hungary  s  he  might  even, 
it  was  iaid,  hire  his  eletSbnd  troops  to  fight  the  battles 
of  Maria-Thercia.  Of  this  he  feemed  convinced.  But 
die  leading  members  of  the  oppoGtion  in  parliament  had 
declaimed  fo  long,  and  fo  eloquently  againft  continental 
connexions,  that  a  change  in  his  miniftry  was  judged 
oeceilary,  befiue  any  efFediual  ftep  could  be  taken. 

Sir  Robert  Walpolc,  whofc  credit  had  been  for  fome 
time  on  the  decline,  finding  he  could  no  longer  ferve 
his  mailer  to  advantage,  or  fecure  a  rcfpeiSbble  majority 
indie  houfe  of  commons,  rcfigned  his  employments, 
and  was  created  earl  of  OrforJ.  Mr.  Sandys,  a  flurdy 
patriot,  who  had  diflinguifh'ed  himfelf  by  his  perfeve- 
ante  in  oppofing  the  meafures  of  the  late  minifler,  was 
appointed  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  tlie  room  of 
Us  political  antagonifl ;  the  earl  of  Wilmington  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  trealury ;  lord  Cartere^  the 
Gcero  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  was  made  fecretary  of 
iate  i  and  the  eloquent  and  patriotic  Mr.  Pulteiiey,  the 
Boft  popular  man  in  the  kingdom,  was  reflored  to  the 
dignity  of  a  privy  counfcllor,  and  foon  aftef  created 
carl  of  Bath.  Other  changes  of  kis  confequence  took 
place. 

From  the  new  miniftry  the  moft  popular  meafures 
were  expelled :  nothing  lefs  was  prefumed  on  than  a 
total  renovation  of  the  conflitution.  A  number  of  mo* 
dons  to  this  purport  wss  accordingly  made  in  both 

houics 
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FART  II.  houfes  of  pafliament ;  but,  to  die  aftonifhment  of.  the 
A.  D.  1742.  natidn,  they  were  all  violently  oppofed^  and  quafjied^ 
be  the  very  men  who  had  lately  maintained  the  princi* 
pies  on  which  they  were  founded,  and  wboTe  former 
fpeeches  had  fuggeftcd  many  of  them.  The  moft  ini- 
portant  of  thcfe  motions  were  the  following  three  :  one 
for  appointing  a  committee  "  to  enquire  into  the  con* 
"  duft  of  affairs  during  the  laft  twenty  years  :"  one  for 
bringing  in  a  bill,  "  to  repeal  the  aft  for  Septennial 
"  Parliaments ;"  and  one  for  "  excluding  Penfioners 
"  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords,"  by  an  a£l  of  the  whole 
legiflature.  In  this  minifterial  oppofition  Mr.  Pulteney, 
immediately  before  he  was  created  earl  of  Bath,  and 
Mr.  Sandj'S,  the  new  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  par- 
ticularly diftinguifted  himfclvcs  in  the  Houfe  of  Com* 
mone,  as  did  lord  Carteret,  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  \ 

The  eyes  of  the  people  were  now  opened ;  and 
they  difcovercd,  That  the  men  ^om  they  had  been 
accuftomcd  to  confidcr  as  incorruptible  patriots,  and 
who  had  fo  long  diftradled  the  councils  of  the  nation 
with  their  thundering  orations,  were  only  the  heads  of 
an  ambitious  faftion  ftruggling  for  power,  and  ready, 
when  gratified  with  a  ftiare  in  the  honours  and  offices 
of  the  ftate,  to  efpoufe  meafures,  and  adopt  maxims, 
which  they  had  formerly  reprobated,  as  big  with  ruin 
and  difgrace.  This  political  apoftacy  was  no  left  ob- 
fervable  in  their  conduft  with  refpeil  to  foreign  than 
domeftic  affairs.  Though  German  fubfidies,  {landing 
armies,  and  continental  connexions  had  been  the  con- 
flant  obje6b  of  their  indignation,  while  out  of  places 
and  had  furniihed  them  with  the  occafion  of  fome  of 
the  fineft  ftrokes  of  their  popular  eloquence,  the  new 
minifter  extended  their  complaifauce  to  their  fovereign 

7.  FarL  Ddaitiy  1741. 
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in  aD  thcfc  particulars,  much  farther  than  their  execrat-    letter 
ed  prcdeceflbrs.     Befide  providing  for  the  fubfidics  to     u^^-yO 
DeiHR^k  and  Heflc-Caffel,  they  procured  a  vote  of  five    ^'^'  '"•^" 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  the  queen  of  Hungary : 
they  augmented  the  land  forces  to  fixty-two  thoufand 
five  hundred  men :  they  tranfported  into  the  Low  Coun- 
tries fixteen  thoufand  Britifh  troops,  under  the  earl  of 
Stair,  to  make  a  diverfion  in  favour  of  Maria-Therefa, 
even  before  they  were  afllired  of  the  concurrence  of 
Holland  ;  and  they  ordered  thofc  troops  to  be  joined  by 
fix  thoufend  Heffians,  and  fixteen  thoufand  Hanove- 
rians, in  Britifli  pay.     This  army,  however,  after  much 
idle  parade,  went  into  winter-quarters,  without  per- 
forming any  thing  of  confcquencc  j  the  earl  of  Stair 
being  employed  during  the  greater  part  of  the  fummer 
m  firuitlefr   negociations  with  the  Dutch,  in  order  to 
induce  them  to  fulfil  their  engagements  with  the  late 
emperor'.     The  campaign  was  more  aftive  in  Ger- 
many. 

The  good  fortune  of  the  eletStor  of  Bavaria  terminated 
with  his  elevation  to  the  imperial  throne.  The  very 
day  that  he  was  elcfted  emperor,  under  the  pompous 
name  of  Charles  VII.  he  received  an  account  of  the  lofs 
of  Lintz,  the  capital  of  Upper  Auftria,  though  defend- 
ed by  a  garrifon  of  ten  thoufand  French  troops.  Ke- 
venhuller,  the  Auftrian  general,  who  had  performed 
this  iinportant  fervice,  having  diflodged  the  French  from 
all  the  ftrong  holds  of  that  country,  entered  the  empc- 
Tor*s  hereditary  dominions  ;  defeated  marefchal  Thorin  j 
at  Mcmberg,  and  took  Munich,  the  capital  of  Bava- 
ria. In  the  mean  time  prince  Lobkowitz,  with  eleven 
thoufand  foot,  and  five  thoufand  horfc,  was  appointed 
to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  French  in  Bohemia  ; 
while,  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain,  at  the  head  of  tliirty 

8.  TiDdal.    Smollett. 
8  thoufand 
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PART  II.    thoufiuid  'whntryy  and  eighteen  thouiand  cavalry,  ad«» 

iLD/1741!   vanced  againft  the  Pruflians  and  Saxons,  who  had  in*' 

vaded  Moravia.     They  retired  with  precipitation,  on 

his  approadi,  and  abandoned  Olmutz,  which  they  ha4 

taken. 

The  retreat  of  the  Pruffians  and  Saxons  was  con- 
fidered  as  an  event  of  great  importance  by  the  Auftritns, 
as  it  feemed  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  unitiniy 
their  whole  force  againft  the  French  under  Belleifle  and 
Broglio,  who  were  too  ftrong  for  prince  Lobkowit^ 
fingly*  But  the  zSdvc  and  enterprifmg  king  of  Pruffia, 
having  received  a  reinforcement  of  thirty  thouiand^men, 
under  the  prince  of  Anhalt  Deflau,  marched  to  the 
af&ftance  of  his  allies  in  Bohemia.  By  his  expeditioQ 
and  generalfhip,  be  arrived  before  the  intended  jundion 
could  be  formed  5  and,  in  order  to  prevent  it^  he  gave 
battle  to  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain  at  Czaflaw.  The 
difciplined  troops  on  both  fides  were  nearly  equal  s  but 
the  Auftrians  had  the  advantage  of  a  large  body  of 
barbarous  irregulars,  Croats,  Pandors,  Talpaches,  who 
engaged  with  incredible  fury 9,  The  Pruffians  were 
broken  :  the  king  left  the  field  5  and  a  total  defeat  muft 
have  enfued,  had  not  the  luft  of  plunder  feized  the 
Auftrian  irregulars  at  the  fight  of  the  Pruffian  baggage^ 
Their  example  infeded  the  regulars  of  the  Auftriao 
light  wing,  who  alfo  gave  over  the  purfuit*  The 
Pruilian  in&atry  feized  this  opportunity  to  rally !  they 
returned  to  the  charge ;  and,  after  an  obftinatf  dii^C^ 
broke  the  main  body  of  die  Auftrian  army,  and  obIige4 
• 

9.  The  Cnats  are  the  militia  of  Croatia.  The  Pam/on  are  ScU* 
vunians,  who  inhabit  the  coufines  of  the  Drave  and  Save  s  ihcf 
iwear  a  longcloak^  carry  feveral  piftoU  in  their  girdle,  aad  «fe  W* 
fide  a  fabre  and  poinard.  The  Talpaebc*  are  a  fort  of  Hu^gpttMl 
infantr/i  armed  wiUi  a  mu&«c»  two  piftohi  aad  a  fWord. 

priooe 
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Thk  king  of  Pmffiai  whole  lofs  was  little  inferior  to 
Aat  of  the  Auftrians,  fick  of  fuch  bloody  vidiories,  and 
having  ibme  rcaibn  to  fuTped  the  flncerity  of  the  court 
of  Fiance^  b^an  to  turn  his  thoughts  towards  peace ;  and, 
BO  left  politic  than  brave,  he  concluded  at  Breflaw,  with-  Jose  ix^ 
coofiiking  his  allies,  an  adi'antageous  treaty  with  the 

of  Hungary.  By  this  treaty  the  archducheis,  Ma^ 
Aa*Thae&,  ceded  to  Frederic  III.  the  Upper  and  Low- 
er Silefia,  with  the  county  of  Glatz ;  and  he  engaged  to 
flUarve  a  £tnSt  neutrality  during  the  war,  and  to  withdraw 
kia  faces  from  her  dominions  within  Hxteen  days  after 
fhofigniiifg  of  the  articles.  A  treaty  of  peace  was  alfo 
conchidfdj  neariy  at  the  fame  time,  between  the  queen  of 
Hungary  and  Aiiguftus  IIL  king  of  Poland  and  eledor 
af  Sijcony }  by  which  flie  yielded  to  him  certain  places 
in  the  dicks  of  Elbogen,  Saltier,  Leutmeritz,  and 
Bnntzlaw  in  Bohemia.    And  he  guarantied  to  her  the 

on  of  die  reft  of  that  kino;ddiii'^ 


Upon  die  court  of  France,  like  a  clap  of  thunder, 
came  the  intelligence  of  the  treaty  of  Breflaw:  and 
tte  news  which  followed  it  did  not  contribute  to  alle- 
viate die  cooftemation  occalloned  by  that  blow.  The 
divcfchals  Belleifle  and  Broglio  no  fooncr  found  them- 
filves  deferted  by  die  Prufiians,  dian  diey  abandoned 
dieir  magazines  and  heavy  baggage,  and  retired  with 
IRdpitalion  under  the  cannon  of  Prague*  There  they 
I  diemfelves,  in  a  kind  of  peninfular  meadow, 
1  by  die  windings  of  the  river  Moldaw  i  while  the 
\  of  Lorrain)  having  formed  a  jundlion  with  the 
army  under  Lobkowitz,  encamped  in  fight  of 
on  die  hills  of  Griihitx. 


10.  Mtkt    Voltain.    Tiodal.   Smollett. 
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YART  11.  Finding  themfdves  furrounded  by  fuperior  forces^ 
jTv^-a-  ^^  French  generals  ofFercJ  to  evacuate  Prague,  Egn,, 
and  all  the  other  places  which  they  held  in  Bohemia^ 
provided  they  were  permitted  to  rcftrtr  with  their  arms 
ammunition,  and  baggage**  This  propofal,  though  highly 
rcafonabley  was  hatightily  rejeSed  by  the  queen  of  Hun- 
gary,- who  infifted'  on  their  furrcndering  prifoners  of 
T(*ar.  Beikifle,  who  had  aflximed  the  command  in 
Prague,  treated  the  mvperious  demarfd  with  diOain^ 
liTuring  hrs  mafter,  that  he  apprehended  nothing  froih 
the  enemy  but  famine.  And  the  Auftrian  generalsi 
though  lefs  ikilful  than  brave,  made  him  fenfible  tfastt 
their  approaches  were  not  to  be  flighted.  By^cattin|r 
off  his  fupplies,  they  reduced  him  to  the  greateit  necef- 
fities,  while  they  wafted  and  harraflcd  his  troops  1iy  per- 
petual aflaults* 

To-  permit  the  £irrender  of  <b^  finv  an  avmjr  was 
deemed  inconfiftent  with  the  honour  and-  gibry  of  the 
French  nation,  as  well  as  with  its  intereft.  Mardchal 
Mallebois,  who  commanded  the  French  forces  on  Ac 
Rhine,  had  therefore  orders  to  march  to  the  relief  of 
ffsiguey  at  the  head  of  forty-two  thoufand  men..  When 
he  arrived  at  Amberg,  in"  the  cirele  of  Weflphalia,  be 
was  joined  by  thirty  thouiimd  French  and  Imperialifls 
from  Bavaria,-  under  SeckendoriF  and  count  Saxe.  Thus 
reinforcedyhe  entered  Bohemia  without  refiftance.  Ap- 
pfHed  of  hh  danger^  the  prince  of  Lorrain  turned  tbe 
ficgc  of  Prague  into  a  blockade,  the  care  of  which  he 
conmiiftcd  to  general  Fcxbitz,  with  eighteen  thou£uid 
men,  and  advanced  with  the  main  body  of  his  army  t«>- 
ward  the  frontiers  of  the  kinr^dom,  in  order  to  oppofe 
A4aillcbols.  At  Hayd  he  was  joined  by  tha  grand  AiN 
Arian  army  under *KcvcnhulIcr,  who  had  followed  axmt 
Saxe  and  Seckcndorff  from  Bavaria.  Meanwhile  tbe 
niiir^ichals  Bcllciflcand  Broglig  had  fomed  Uie  defign  of 

joixung 
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Jeiniiig  the  Frendi  army  under  MaiIIdx>is ;  and  Feflitz  LETT 
being  too  weak  to  oppofe  them,  they  brokeout  of  Prague^ 
and  marrhfd  to  Leutmeritz.  MaiUcbois  was  then  in  the 
ndgfabourhood  of  Egra ;  fo  diat  a  jundion  feemed  by 
no  means  impradicable.  But  prince  Charles,  by  taking 
poAeffion  of  the  paiTcs  in  the  interpoiing  mountains,  ut- 
tedjr  defeated  their  fcheme*  Mdllebois  was  under  the 
aeceffity  of  returning  to  the  Palatinate^  whither  he  was 
faikywed,  and  harrafled  on  his  march  by  the  prince  of 
Lonaia ;  while  prince  Lobkowitz,  with  a  ftrong  de-^ 
tKhmenl^  obliged  Belleifle  and  Broglio  again  to  feck  re* 
hgt  in  die  capital  of  Bohemia^ 

SooK  after  die  iiege  of  this  important  place  was  re-^ 
finedy  Broglio  made  his  efcape  in  difguife,  and  took 
ipon  him  the  command  of  the  French  forces  in  the 
tUttioite,  Maillebois  being  recalled ;  fo  that  the  &te  ot 
tagaCf  toward  which  the  eyes  of  ail  Europe  were  now 
ttned,  refted  folely  on  the  courage  and  coilduc^  of  Bel- 
lalle  and  the  fmall  remains  of  that  gallant  army,  which 
bd  ^ven  an  emperor  to  Germany.  All  profpecl  of  re* 
Uef  was  cut  off :  a  retreat  feemed  impnuSticable ;  and 
famine^  accompanied  with  difeafe,  its  melancholy  at* 
teodaiiei  made  cruel  havock  among  the  French  troops* 
The  intrepid  fpirit  of  Belleifle,  however,  which  bortf 
him  up  amid  all  his  misfortunes,  communicated  itfelf 
to  both  his  officers  and  foldiers  -,  and  few  days  pafled 
without  (allies,  in  which  the  French  had  generally  the 
advantage* 

Thise  allies  being  chiefly  occafioned  by  die  zeal 
of  die  French  in  attacking  the  Auftrian  magazines^ 
in  die  neighbourho^  of  Prague,  prince  Lobkowitz, 
who  conduced  the  blockade  of  that  city^  ordered 
diem  to  be  guarded  by  the  flovrer  of  his  army^  in  hopes 
that  £uiiine  would  fooo  compel  the  enemy  tQ  furrender 
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i^ART  II.    it  difcrction.     Now  it  was  that  Belleifle  made  knowlf 
[^^jl^    the  rcfources  of  his  genius.    Having  fccretly  formed  tbtf 
defign  of  a  retreat,  he  had  with  wonderful  dilSgence  re« 
mounted  his  cavalry,  and  fent  troops  of  tl^em  out  eveiy 
day  to  forage.     At  laft,  by  making,  in  one  quarter  of 
the  town,  a  feint  for  a  general  forage,  he  marched  o«i 
at  another,  with  eleven  thouiand  foot,  and  three  dKNi<« 
tuA  horfe,  and  got  a  dzys  march  of  prince  Lobkowhs. 
The  great  extent  of  the  walls  of  Prague  had  rendered  Att 
attempt  the  more  praAicable ;  and  the  better  to  amufe 
the  enemy,  he  left  a  fmalt  garrifon  in  that  city*     He  hal 
ten  leagues  to  march  before  he  could  reach  die  deffles*" 
The  ground  was  covered  with  {how,  the  cold  exceffivdjr 
intenfe ;  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  were  his  eiie«^ 
mies,  and  prjnce  Lobkowitz,  with  an  army  of  twelve 
thou£uid  infantry  and  eight  thouiand  cavalry,  hung  oik 
his  rear.     Under  all  thefe  difadvantages,  however,  h^ 
reached  the  defiles  with  his  army  unbroken.     And  widi 
fo  much  judgment  had  he  planned  his  route,  that)  al- 
though the  Auilrians  occupied  all  the  pafles  on  die  two 
principal  roads  that  led  to  Egra^  he  was  cnabhA  to  con- 
tinue his  progrefs,  by  ilriking  through  frozen  marflies^ 
which  had  never  perhaps  before  been  trod  by  the  foot  of 
man  ;  he  himfelf  always  pointing  the  way,  though  con- 
fined to  his  coach  or  fedan  by  a  violent  rheumattfin. 
After  a  fatiguing  march  of  twelve  days^  he  reached  Egra, 
which  was  flill  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  and  entered 
Alface  without  the  lofs  of  a  Angle  man  by  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  but  of  a  thouiand  in  confequence  of  die  H^ 
gour  of  the  feafon*'. 

We  muft  now  turn  our  attention  toward  Italy,  where 
die  war  raged,  during  this  campaign,  with  no  lefi  vi^ 
fence  than  in  Germany. 

It.  ibl^. 
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I  HAVS  already  had  occafion  to  obfervc.  That,  on  the  Letter. 
death  of  the  emperor  Charles  VI.  the  king  of  Spain  put  ^^^ 
in  a  claim  to  die  whole  Auftrian  fucce/Eon,  and  that  the 
king  of  Sardinia  revived  one  to  the  duchy  of  Milan* 
Both  afterward  thought  proper  to  moderate  their  pre- 
tcnfions.  The  Spanifh  monarch  feemed  difpofed  to  be 
AtasBed  with  the  Auftrian  dominions  in  Italy,  which  he 
[  CO  ered  into  a  kingdom  for  Don  Philip,  his 
i  ion  by  the  princeis  of  Parma ;  and  his  Sardinian 
t  alarmed  by  the  encroachments  of  the  houfe  of 
BourlxMii  entered  into  an  alliance  with  the  queen  of 
Hugaryandthe  king  of  Great  Britain,  in  confideration 
of  ananmial  fubfidy^  and  theceffion  of  certain  places  con^ 
ligiKNis  to  his  dominions,  though  without  abfolutely  re- 
nouncing his  antiquated  claim  to  the  duchy  of  Milan. 
AO  the  other  Italian  powers  affc£ied,  from  fear,  to  re* 
neutral ;  fo  thac^  when  a  body  of  Spanifli  troops, 
'  the  duke  de  Montemar,  were  landed  on  the  coaft 
of  Tu(cany,  toward  the  end  of  the  year  1741,  the 
Gnuid  Duke,  hufband  to  the  queen  of  Hungary,  whofe 
territories  they  came  to  invade,  permitted  them  to  paii> 
dirough  his  dominions*  The  Genoefe  fhewcd  no  Iqfs 
comphiiance  to  another  body  of  Spanifh  troops :  the 
Venetians  ilTued  a  declaration  to  the  fame  purpofe  ;  and 
cfae  pope^  as  the  common  father  of  Chriflcndom,  wifely 
permitted  both  parties  to  take  refuge  alternately  in  the 
ccdefiaftical  ftate,  and  treated  both  with  equal  cordis 
jlity.  Don  Carlos,  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  alfo  de- 
clared himfelf  neutral,  though  rcfolved  to  abet  the  claims 
of  his  family  to  the  duchies  of  Parma,  Placentia,  and  Mi- 
lan. But  die  appearance  of  an  Englifli  fquadron  before 
his  capital,  which  could  foon  have  been  laid  in  aflics, 
obliged  him  to  fubmit,  for  a  time,  to  a  real  neutrality  as 
iinnatur^l  us  that  cf  the  Grand  Duke. 
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This  tranCiftion,  and  others  conncftcd  with  it,  vvcrp 
attended  with  circiimftances  fufficicntly  intercfting  to 
merit  a  particular  detail ;  more  efpeciallyas  they  lead  us 
into  the  line  of  the  naval  operations  of  Great  Britain  in 
Europe* 

Admiral  Haddock  had  cruifed  in  theMeditemu 
nean,  with  a  ftrong  fleet,  ever  fiiKe  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war  with  Spain,  and  fir  John  Norris  had  rcpeatedlj 
threatened  the  coafts  of  that  kingdom,  with  a  powerful 
armament,  without  performing  any  thing  of  confe- 
quence.  At  length  admiral  Haddock  feemed  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  diftingiiifhing  himfelf  and  cfiefhaDj 
ferving  his  countr)'.  As  he  lay  at  Gibraltar,  with  four* 
teen  ftout  (hips,  he  was  informed,  that  a  Spanifh  fleet  of 
twelve  fail  of  the  line,  conunanded  by  don  Jofeph  Na- 
varro, with  two  hundred  tranfports,  and  fifteen  thoufiuid 
land  forces  on  board,  under  the  duke  de  Montemar,  had 
pafled  the  Straits  in  the  night.  He  immediately  ftood 
to  fea.  He  came  up  with  the  enemy,  and  was  pre- 
paring to  engage,  when  a  French  fquadron,  from  Tou* 
Ion,  llood  in  between  the  hoftile  fleets  with  a  flag  of 
truce  ;  and  the  commander  fent  a  meflage  to  the  fUig*- 
lifli  admiral,  That  the  French  and  Spaniards  being  en- 
gaged in  a  joint  expedition,  he  was  under  the  neceffity 
of  aiting  in  concert  with  his  mafter's  allies.  This  un- 
cxpeftcd  interpofition  prevented  an  engagement,  and  die 
gpanilh  admiral  proceeded  with  his  convoy**. 

Worn  out  with  years,  and  chagrined  by  repeated 
difappointment?,  Haddock  refigned  the  command  of 
the  Britlih  fleit  in  the  Mediterranean  to  rear-admiral 
(^cftock,  who  v/as  foon  joined  by  feven  (hips  of  the 

fa*  Tiofl^'i  CotUtM.  of  R9piii>  vol.  Yiii.    Smollett,  vol.  xi. 


MODERNEUROPE.  87 

Vwc,  undeic  vice-admiral  Matthews,  a  brave^  and  able  LETTER 
officer.  Befide  being  appointed  commander  in  chief  ^  -ij—,''  • 
on  diat  ftatiM,  Matthews  was  vefted  with  full  powers  ^^-  »74** 
to  treat  with  all  the  priiides  and  ftates  of  Italy,  as  his 
Britannicf  majefty's  minifter.  In  this  double  capacity, 
he  watched  -the  tnotions  of  <he  Spaniards  both  by  fea  and 
fand  i  uid  underftanding  <h3t  a  body  of  the  troops  of 
the  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies  had,  notwkhftanding  his 
pictmdcd  neutrality,  joined  the  Spanifli  army,  undca*  die 
duke  de  Montcmar,  he  fent  commodore  Martin  withiui 
i  f<|uadron  into  the  bay  of  Naples,  with  orders  to 
,  that  dq^  unleft  the  king  would  withdraw  his 
Iroopc,  and  fign  a  prooiife,  that  they  fhould  not  ad  in 
coi^iin^on  widi  Spain  dmring  the  continuance  of  the 
ikv.  The  inhabitants  of  Naples  were  thrown  into  the 
timoft  conftemation,  at  this  unexpected  vifit ;  and  the 
king  being -fcaftUe  that  his  capitsd,  naturally  much  ex- 
fo/td  hy  its  afcending  fituation,  was  not  in  a  ftate  of 
ddence,  thought  proper-  to  comply  with  the  conditions. 
He  at  firft  called  an  extraordinary  council,  which  held 
fevend  confultations,  without  coming  to  any  fixed  rcfo- 
lufion.  At  length  die  Britifh  commodore,  who  had 
dropped  anchor  before  jthe  town  at  four  in  the  afternoon, 
by  %  noble  boldnefs  put  an  end  to  farther  hefitation.  On 
receiving  an  ambiguous  anfwer,  he  puUed  out  his  watchy 
and  fixed  it  to  the  main-maft,  fternly  replied.  That  the 
council  muft  come  to  a  final  determination  withiju  an 
iMywr,  otherwife  he  fliould  be  oWiged  to  execute  his 
Ofders,  which  were  abfolute.  The  king's  promifc  of 
neutndity  was  immediately  fcnt,  and  the  Englifh  fleet 
left  the  bay  before  midnight'^.  Hiftory  affords  few  in- 
tances  of  fuch  decifion  and  difpatch  in  affairs  of  equal 
jziiportance* 

13.  Ibid. 
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Partil  As  a  prelude  to  the  figning  of  this  forced  neulnltty^ 
A.^lj74a!  which  totally  difconcerted  the  fchcmcs  'Oi  the  court  of 
Madrid,  the  Spaxufh  army,  under  the  d^ke  dcMoilMliarf 
had  been  obliged  to  retreat  toward  the  ftM^^  df 
Naples,  before  the  king  of  Sardinia  and  count  TsaniH 
the  Auftrian  general.  Meanwhile,  Don  PhilifH  dvrd« 
foil  of  his  Catholic  majefty,  and  for  whofe  aggraodifc* 
ment  the  war  had  b^en  undertaken,  invaded  Ssvoy  widi 
another  Spanifli  army,  which  he  had  led  through  Fmic% 
and  foon  made  himfelf  mafter  of  that  whole  dudqf* 
Alarmed  at  this  irruption,  and  anxious  for.  die  fifety  of 
his  mort  valuable  dominions,  the  king  of  Sarduw  re« 
turned  with  his  forces  to  the  defence  of  Picdoioiil^ 
which  the  Spaniards  in  vain  attempted  to  enter.  And 
count  Traun  found  himfelf  Ai^iently  ftroogi  ater  the 
king  of  the  Two  Sicilies  had  withdrawn  his  troopSy  M 
maintain  liis  ground,  during  die  remainder  of  the  craw 
paign,  againft  the  Spanifh  army  under  the  count  de  GugCh 
who  was  fent  to  fuperfede  the  duke  de  Montmar  *\ 

The  Spaniards,  in  a  word,  had  litde  reafou  to  boaft 
of  their  fuccefi  in  Italy ;  where  their  armies  were  re- 
duced to  great  diftrefs,  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Bndih. 
fleet  in  cutting  off  their  fupplies.  The  queen  of  Hun- 
gary, now  all  victorious  in  Germany,  was  in  poQieffioii 
of  the  territories  of  the  emperor  Charles  VU,  (b  that 
the  French,  heartily  tried  of  fuppordng  that  prince,  in 
A.D.r743'  whofe  caule  they  had  loft  above  an  hundred  thodand 
men,  made  at  laft  propoials  of  peace  on  equitaU^  or 
rather  humiliating  terms.  This  condeicenfioa  WM  the 
more  remariuble,  as  the  councils  of  the  court  of  Vcr« 
^lles  were  no  longer  influenced  by  the  mild  Spirit  of 
cardinal  Fleury.  He  had  died,  at  a  very  adviuiced  ag% 
in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  year* 

14.    Mittoi.    VoIuUret 
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BoT  MarM-Therefis  ehted  with  her  unexpeAed  fuc«    uttir 
fic6i  and  icndered  confident  by  the  fupportof  Ibpower* 


fid  an  4^  ai  the  kii^  of  Great  Britmn^  haughtHy  re-    A.  D.  x74> 
jeAedal pacific  propofitions ;  while locd  Carteret,  the 
^  minifter  of  Geoif  e  II*  wdio  had  formerly  de- 
1  irilfa  fi>  much  violence  agatnft  continental  con^ 
^  could  now  fee  nothing  but  triumphs  to  be  ac* 
I  in  Fhnders,  though  the  Dutch  had  not  yet  eiH 
g^iged  to  take  port  in  the  war.    He  therefore  urged  the 
•eeefitjr  of  maintaining  die  balance  of  power  in  Europe; 
In  vaindid  the  popular  party  in  parliament  rtfij^  That 
^  halanoe  waa  no  longer  in  dai^er;  that  the  queen 
cf  Huaguf  hcfidf  waa   now  fuflkiently  fbong  to 
pmeeft  aD  her  dominions ;  that  fhe  had  only  to  reftore 
paaee  tDGcrmanjv  in  order  to  be  enabled  to  driye  the 
;oiil  cf  Italy  I  and  that  Engbmd,  inftead  of 
ti»  jealoufy  of  other  ftates,  by  lavifliii^  its 
Uood  and  treafore  in  feeding  the  pride  of  an  ambitious 
womaai  ought  to  diraft  all  its  force  againft  Spain,  the 
•oly  power  with  nAom  it  was  adually  at  war,  and  in 
whofe    humOiation   it  was    particularly  interefled*'. 
Thefe  argumems  were  not  attended  to.    The  king  of 
Great  Britain  was  fired  with  the  thirft  of  military  glory  i 
and  the  king  of  France  finding  that  peace  could  not  be 
obtained  for  the  emperor,  nuKle  preparations  for  pro- 
fecvtii^  the  war  with  vigour. 

Iif  Che  mcantimr  the  queen  of  Hungary's  good  fer^ 
tuae  continued  to  attend  her.  Prince  Charles  of  Lor* 
gain  having  aflianedthe  command  of  the  Auftrian  army 
in  Bavaiia,  defeated  the  Impcrialifts  with  great  ilaughter 
aearBraunaw,  and  took  pcAeffion  of  dieir  camps  while 
priooe  Lobkowits,  ouxching  fifom  Bohemia,  drove  the 
Fweadk  fnm  aB  their  pofts  in  Ac  Upper  Matinata. 

e^  JMMiC^i  Mf€i, 

Tbefe 


0  THEHIST  OR  Y    O  F 

MRTIL  Thcfc  two  generals  afterward  obliged  marefchal  Bro« 
AJ^JiUi'  8'**^  ^®  abandon  a  ftrong  camp  which  be  occupied  at 
Pladling,  on  the  Danube,  and  to  retire  with  hurry  and 
precipitation  toward  the  Rhine;  the  Auftrian  iritegu-. 
lars  harraffing  him  on  his  march,  and  cutting  off  great 
numbers  of  his  troops.  When  he  reached  Donawert^ 
he  was  joined  bya  reinfbirement  of  twelve  thoufand  men 
under  count  Saxe :  yet  he  did  not  think  proper  to  hasarA 
an  engagement,  his  main  body  being  almoft  ruined. 
He  retreated  before  prince  Charles  to  Hailbron^;  and 
the  emperor,  finding  himfelf  abandoned  by  his  aUies, 
and  ftript  of  his  dominions,  took  refuge  in  Frankfort, 
where  he  lived  in  indigence  and  obfCurity  >^ 

Th£  operations  on  the  fide  of  Flanders,  during  tbi% 
campaign,  were  ftill  more  important,  though  le&decifive* 
The  Britifh  and  Hanoverians  troops,  commanded  by  dio 
carl  of  Stair,  and  the  Auftrians,  under  the  duke  d'Arem* 
berg,  having  begun  their  march  from  tbeLowCountries, 
with  an  intention  of  entering  Germany,  as  early  as  tho 
beginning  of  March,  the  king  of  France  ordered  the  duke 
^  Noaillcs  to  afllemble  a  powerful  army  on  the  Maine,  to 
prevent  the  allies  from  joining  the  prince  of  Lorrain ; 
while  he  fent  another  army  under  the  marefchal  de 
Coigny  into  Alface,  in  order  to  oppofie  that  prince^ 
fhould  he  attempt  to  pafs  the  Rhine.  Having  fecured 
the  towns  of  Spire,  Worms,  and  Oppenhcim,  Noailles 
pafled  the  Rhine,  and  pofted  himfelf  on  the  eafl  fide  of 
that  river,  above  Frankfort.  The  cart  of  Stair  ad. 
vmvred  toward  him,  and  encamped  at  KiUenbach,  be^ 
tween  the  river  Maine  and  the  forefl  of  D'Annfhdt. 
From  this  fituation  he  moved  to  Afchaffenburg,  with  a 
view  of  fecuring  the  navigation  of  die  Upper  Maine^ 
vAuxb  W»  oeceflary  for  the  conveyance  of  forage  and 
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provifions from  Franconia.    But  he  wais  anticipated  bjr    UTTee 
the  TigOance  and  a£livity  of  the  enemy ;  Noaillcs,  who         .^^  J 
was  poAed  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  having  al«    A.D.274ir^ 
itaAj  got  poifeiEon  of  the  principal  pofts,  fo  as  to  cut 
o(Fanrupplies'% 

Ths  king  of  Great  Britain,  attended  by  bis  fecond 
foQ  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  and  his  minifter  lord  Car^ 
teftt^  arrived  on  fhe  19th  of  June  in  the  camp  of  the  aU 
lies  at  Afchaffienburg ;  where  he  found  his  army,  a» 
mounting  to  about  forty  thouiand  men,  eager  for  battl% 
hot  in  great  want  of  provifions,  The  French  general, 
in  a  word,  had  taken  his  meafures  fo  wifely,  that  it  waa 
dKNight  the  allies  niuft  be  forced  to  furrender  prifoners 
of  war,  or  be  cut  to  pieces  in  their  retreat.  A  retreat, 
however,  was  refolved  upon,  both  as  neceflary  to  pro- 
cue  fubfiflence^  and  to  form  a  jun^on  with  a  rein- 
forcement of  twdve  dioufimd  Heifians  and  Hanoveriana 
diat  had  reached  Hanau,  and  was  indaiiger  of  being  cut 
off.  The  troops  were  accordingly  ordered  to  ftrike  their  Jvneti. 
tents,  and  to  begin  their  march  by  break  of  day.  Their 
dangerous  route  lay  between  a  mountain  and  the  river 
Maine,  over  which  the  French  had  been  unaccountably 
permitted  to  ered  feveral  bridges.  The  allies  were 
annoyed  in  their  march,  by  the  enemy's  cannon  on  die 
oppofite  banks ;  and  the  French  general,  marching 
part  of  die  main  body  of  his  army,  ^ich  con/ifted  of 
dxmt  fixty  diouiand  men,  over  the  bridges,  took  poCr 
leffionof  the  village  of  Dettingen,  in  front  of  the  allied 
army,  while  in  their  rear  a  detachment  occupied  Af« 
daffimbuig,  \diich  they  had  abandoned. 

Having  made  thefe  difpofitions,  which  he  flattered 
himfidf  would  oblige  the  allies  to  attack  the  French  un« 

,17*  Mm>  4t  IMftis,  torn.  It. 
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WMTlt.  iff  great  difiutvamage,  the  duke  de  Noaillet  repafled  tha 
AP..iT4j.  Maine,  in  order  die  better  to  oUerve  die  modons  of  th« 
boftile  armies,  and  to  bring  forward  the  remainder  of  hia 
Ibrces.  Meanwhik  the  duke  de.Gr^monti  his  nepbewand 
lieutenant-general,  who  was  ftadoned  at  Dettingen  with 
thirty  dioufand  choice  troops,  and  all  the  young  gene- 
rals and  princes  of  the  blood,  eager  to  engage^  pAfled 
I  die  defile  behind  wMch  they  were  pofted,  and  adv8sice4 

tmo  a  (mail  plain,  called  die  Cock-field,  where  the  alKea 
ittd  formed  themfelves  in  order  of  batde.  Noailles,  who 
was  ftill  on  the  odier  fide  of  the  river,  beheU  this  mo- 
tion with  grief  and  aftontflimenty  and  made  all  the 
haftc  poffible  to  form  a  new  difpofidon*  But  he  canar 
too  late  to  repair  the  miftake  that  had  been  committed; 
lor  although  the  French  charged  with  great  impetuoficy, 
and  the  boufehold  troops  put  the  Auftrian<avak]r  i 
dUbttler,  the  Bridfliand  Hanorerian  infiuitry,- 1 
by^the  prefence  of  their  fovereign,  (who  rode  • 
Ae  lines  with  hie  fword  drawn)  ftood  firm  as  a  rock^ 
and  poured  forth  an  inCefiant  fire,  which  nothing  could 
refifV.  Thefe  impenetrable  battalions,  howiever,  by  a 
maflerly  manoeuvre^  on  die  approach  of  die  French  ca« 
valry,  led  by  the  nobility  and  princes  of  the  blood,  who 
ruihed  on  in  defperadon,  opened  their  lines,  and  afbr* 
ward  dofing  again,  made  great  havock  in  that  gaUant 
body.  Terror  now  feized  the  whole  French  army, 
every  one  crying,  «  Save  himfclf^  vrho  can !"  fo  tint 
^  dukede  Noailles  found  himfclf  unckr  the  neceffity 
of  precipitately  retreadng  over  the  Maine,  with  the  loft 
of  five  thou&nd  men  '*•  Had  he  been  body  purfuad^ 
the  victory  of  the  allies  would  probably  have  been  com«> 
plete,  and  the  defeat  of  the  French  total.  The  earl 
of  Stair  propofed  fuch  a  meafuie;  but  his  matter, 
George  II.  happy  in  having  bravdy  extricated  himfilf 

i%t  Ji£tm,iiKmMttlom.iy.    Voluxrc.    TiodaL    SmoUett. 
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Book  one  inuniiieiit  danger,  dEd  not  dmfe  to  run  the  ha*'  PART 
ttjcdofanocbrr.  He  was  afraid  of  an  ambufcade.  Hia  jlS^ 
troops  bad  received  little  fitflenance'for  fome  days: 
fhef  were  come  oflFa  fatigiring  march ;  they  had  been 
man/hours  under  arms ;  and  the  enemjhad  fHlla  fupe^ 
rior  anny,  and  a  great  train  of  artillery^  it  was  (aid,  to 
di^ittte  the  paflage  of  the  river- 

TfiSSB  military  confiderations  art  iia&cient  to  ac«* 
count  fin' die  caution  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  vhofii 
lo^  in  killed  and  wounded,  amounted  to  full  dirsr 
Awtfind  men,  widiout  the  intervention  of  invidiout 
political  motives.  And  it  muft  be  admitted,  even  by 
thofe  who  Uame  his  condud^  and  think  the  Flench 
might  have  been  tociUy  routed  in  their  firft  confiifionp 
Aac  the  drcumftance  of  his  being  only  an  allyv  and  not 
a  princqnl  in  the  war,  was  a  ftroi^  argument  for  hit 
not  rilking  too  much.  Hsqipy  had  it  been  for  his  king- 
dom! if  ^  fiune  prudence  had  reftrained  him  from 
taking  fo  aftive  a  pait  in  a  quarrd,  in  which  he  was 
not  immediately  interefted !— He  dined  on  the  field  of 
featde^  and  in  die  evening  protecuted  his  march  to  Ha^ 
nau ;  recoqmiending  his  ikk  and  wounded  to  the  care 
of  die  duke  of  Noailles,  who  treated  them  with  great 
humanity  and  tendemei8^\ 

Tilfe 


14.  Tlie  dunaer  •£  Adritn  Maurice,  dtAe  de  HoaiUet,  umI 
iitttfehat  of  France,  who  mitted  the  talentt  of  the  ceufmnmate 
fmtnl  CO  thole  of  the  ahk  ftatefttm,  «t  the  ftme  thnc  that  he 
fKOtUhXtj  cvltt^aied  htertture,  end  acqnittd  the  reputatioo  of  a 
food  cithBen,  it  oAe  of  the  moft  wniable  and  enlted  of  the  ag^  in 
%vhkh  bo  lived.  He  enjoyed  fai  A  very  high  dearet  the  confidonoo 
oTLcwit  XV.  and  ddivertd  hit  ItntimeBts  to  hit  fovtreign,  m  n 
-vnlccy  of  kfttfi  and  meftiorialt  oir  the  moft  important  fttb]e6U» 
with  on  honeft  froedom  tfaH  It  perhapt  nne^ampled  in  a  f ubjeft  asd 
a  ooMflier.  (See  At^m.  FMf.  <f  MWisirrt  &e.  tmf^  fir  in 
J*ma    9ripmtUt^   rtfutiiUi  /tfr    Adrian  iliturhf^    dw€  4*  StSUm^ 
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Thb  allied  army  was  no  fooner  joined  by  theexpeSed 
reinforcement  at  Hanau  than  the  earl  of  Sfair  prdpofed, 
that,  as  the  numbers  on  both  fides  were  nearly  equals 
the  French  fhould  be  attacked  by  paffing  the  Maine« 
But^  to  the  furprife  of  all  Europe,  no  fuch  attempt  wag 
made.  The  king  of  Great  Britain^  flattered  with  hu- 
miliating propofals  of  peace  from  the  emperor^  became 
every  day  more  irrefolute.  Even  after  the  retreat  of  dio 
duke  de  NoaiUes,  who  was  under  the  neceflity  of  march« 
ing  to  die  ai&ftance  of  marefchal  Coigny,  in  Upper 
AUacci  which  was  threatened  by  prince  Charles  of  Lor«i 
lain,  no  effort  was  made  to  difperfe  or  deftroy  the  bodjr 
cf  obiervation  left  under  count  Saxe ;  and  althou^  die 
allied  army  was  reinforced  widi  twenty  thoufand  Dutch 
auxiliaries  in  the  month  of  September,  it  was  ttaHj 
diflributed  into  winter  quarters,  without  dbing  anjf 
thing  of  Goniequence  after  the  viStory  of  Dettir^eiu 

TM  earl  of  Stair  was  fo  much  diilatisfied  widi  diit 
ina£lion,  that  he  refigned  in  difgufl;  and  the  duke  de 
Noailles,  who  had  apprehended  the  greateft  difiifters, 
unacquainted  with  the  reftraints  impofed  upon  the  Bridfii 
commander,  felicitated  his  mafler,  with  that  modefly 
which  is  peculiar  to  real  merit)  that  he  had  not  to  deal 
with  an  Eugene,  a  Marlborough,  or  a  Staremberg^  other- 
wife  the  iiTue  of  the  campaign  mufl  have  been  very  di£* 


NMrrfcisl  di  Franet  &  Mimfier  jTRurt,  par  M.  VAhU  MOIot. 
torn.  ill.  iv.)  Seccing  afide  other  inlUncet,  uuthing  can  (bev  is  a 
firongtr  light  the  magnanimity  an4  difinureftedneft  of  the  duke 
de  Noaslles,  than  hit  recommending  to  the  king  count  Saxe;,  at  the 
perlbn  in  his  fcnrice  moft  capable  of  repairing  the  miifortnnea  dt 
France.  Experience  has  proved,  that  the  juftneis  of  his  diicemaMOC 
was  e^al  to  the  nprightncf*  of  his  intentions }  and  degenerate  afot 
snift  contemplate  with  aflonifluuent,  a  courtier  who  dared  to  fpctk 
truth  to  his  prince,  a  ibtelman  whofe  fopreaie  objeA  was  the 
food  of  kit  counuyi  and  a  gcoenl  whofe  lottl  wat  foperior  to 

icreQCt 
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ferent  *K    Noaillcs  efFeaually  defeated  the  dcfigns  of    ^^^ 
prince  Charles  upon  Alface ;  but  he  could  not  prevent    y_   j-m^' 
Mentsel,  the  fiunous  p^rtizan,  from  making  an  irrupt    A.D.Z743» 
don,  with  four  thoufand  Auftrian  irregulars,  into  Lor« 
rain  and  Luxemburg^  where  he  committed  terrible  de» 
pcedations. 

The  campaign  in  Italy  was  not  more  active  or  do* 
dfivei  though  its  beginning  promlfed  the  moft  vigorous 
tnrtions.  Count  de  Gages,  who  commanded  the  Spa- 
nifli  army  in  the  province  of  Bologna,  pafEng  the  Parano 
in  die  beginning  of  February,  attacked  the  Aoftrian  and 
Piedmontefe  forces,  under  coimtTraun,at  Campo  Santo^ 
iphere  a  defperate  battle  was  fought,  but  without  any 
decided    advantage,  both  fides  claiming  the  vi£tory. 
Gages  hoiipever  found  himfelf  under  the  neceffity  of 
rcpaiEiig  die  Parano ;  and  his  army  being  much  weak- 
ened by  deferdon,  he  abandoned  the  city  of  Bologna,  and 
marched  to  Rimini,  in  the  province  of  Romagna.     He 
there  fortified  his  camp,  and  remained  unmolefted  tiU 
die  month  of  O^lober  ^  when  prince  Lobkowitz,  having 
faccecded  count  Traun  in  the  command  of  the  Auftrjan 
army,  entered  Romagna,  and  obliged  the  Spanifh  ge- 
neral to  retreat  to  Fano.    Gages  afterward  took  poft  a)k 
Pe&ro,  fortifying  the  paffes  of  the  river  Foglia. 

The  icaibn  was  fo  for  in  the  decline  before  the  Sps^ 
ittfli  army,  under  Don  Philip  in  Savoy,  entered  upon 
adioo,  that  the  campaign  on  the  fide  of  Piedmont  was 
diftinguiflied  by  no  important  event.  This  inadHoa 
was  occafioned  by  a  fecret  negociation  between  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon  and  the  king  of  Sardinia ;  and  not- 
withflanding  the  encomiums  that  have  been  paid  to  the 
fidelity  of  that  prince,  he  would  have  entered  into  the 

9$,  Mm,  it  Nfa'iUtt,  tonv.  !▼. 
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PART  II.    ^^^  of  France  and  Spain,  if  they  had  complied  witb 
X^oliT^7.  hbdemandsyor  if  the  queen  of  Hungary  had  not  agreed 

10  more  advantageous  terma  than  they  were  willii^  to 

gnuit*^. 

Thssb  negociations  produced  the  £mKHis  treaty  of 
Worms  }  by  which  his  Sardinian  majefty  renounced  his 
-preteniions  to  the  duchy  of  Milan,  and  guarantied  anew 
die  Pragmatic  Sandion.  The  queen  of  Hungary,  befide 
rdinquiihing  in  his  fiivour  all  title  to  the  town  and  mar* 
quUate  of  Finals  then  poflefled  by  the  republic  of  Genoa, 
lut  on  which  fhe  had  fome  claims,  agreed  to  put  Ivm  in 
po&iEon  of  the  Vigevanefeo,  with  that  part  of  the 
duchy  of  Pavia  which  lies  between  the  Po  and  the  The£- 
fin,  and  to  cede  to  him  the  towns  of  Placenda  and 
Bombio^  with  all  the  territory  from  the  fource  of  the 
Nura  to  the  lake  of  Maggiore,  and  the  frontiera  of  the 
Swifi  Cantons '\     She  farther  engaged  to  maintain 
thirty  thoufiuid  men  in  Italy,  as  foon  as  the  fitaatlQa  of 
her  affiurs  in  Germany  would  permit;  and  the  hing  of 
Sardinia,  on  condition  of  his  receiving  from  Great  Bri- 
tain an  annual  fubfldy  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  thott- 
fiuid  pounds  fterling,  obliged  himfelf  to  keep  up  anarmjr 
of  forty  thouland  foot  and  five  thouland  borfe**. 

This  treaty,  which  diffipate  all  hopes  of  peace»  and 
the  haughty  behaviour  of  the  queen  of  Hungaryt  triio 
not  only  rerfufcd  to  liften  to  any  reafonable  terma  of  ac- 
commodation with  the  emperor,  but  avowed  her  pur- 
pofe  of  keeping  pofleffion  of  Bavaria  and  the  Upper 
Palatinate,  as  an  indemnification  for  the  lo&  of  8ikfil» 
produced  a  great  change  in  the  fendmenls  of  die 
cipal  German  powers.    Their  jealoufy  of  die 


ft6.  Id.  ibi4.  %j,  Tiadai'i  CM*.  •fRtfht  vol  it* 
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rf  the  houfe  of  Auftria  was  revived,  and  their  pride     lbtteR 

XXVIXI. 

was  wounded  by  the  degradation  of  the  imperial  dig-     ^^^  ^  '^ 

lUty  in  the  perfon  of  Charles  VII.  now  no  better  than    a.d.x743» 

aniliuftrious  beggar,  depending  on  the  bounty  of  France 

for  a  precarious  fubfiftertce.   They  refolved  to  interpofe 

in  favour  of  the  head  of  the  empire,  whofe  misfortunes 

lad  awakened  their  compaffion.     The  court  of  Ver- 

fiuUeSi  ever  watchful,  encouraged  thefe  new  difpofi- 

tions^;  and  a  fecret  negociation  was  fuccefsfuUy  begun 

with  the  emperor,  the  eledor  Palatine,   the  king   of 

Sweden,  as  Landgrave  of  Hefle  CafTel,  and  the  king 

of  Pruffia,   as  eledor  of  Brandenburg,  who  was  be- 

eonie  lenfible,  that  unlefs  a  check  was  given  to  die 

growing  power  of  Maria-Therefa,  he  muft  foon  be 

ftrqit  of  all  his  late  conquefts. 

The  iffue  of  that  negociadon,  which  was  conducted 
hj  Chevigny,  the  French  minifter  at  the  imperial  courts 
or  ntfaer  afylum,  in  Frankfort,   we  (hall  afterward 
hafc  occafion  to  notice.     In  the  meandme  a  family- 
ccmpaStj  or  perpetual  alliance  and  mutual  guaranty  of  0€t,  i$. 
poffeffions  and  claims,  was  formed  between  France  and 
Spain  at  Fontainbleau  ^° ;  and  the  greateft  preparations 
were  made  for  carrying  on  the  war  with  vigour  both  by 
fta  and  land.     Twenty  thoufand  French  troops,  under 
the  prince  of  Conti,  were  ordered  to  join  Don  Philip  in 
Savoy ;  and  the  French  and  Spanifh  fquadrons  at  Tou- 
lon were  commanded  to  a£t  in  concert,  and  attempt  to 
leoorer  the  fovereignty  of  the    Mediterranean'*.     If 
taccdUalj  they  were  to  join  the  Breft  fleet ;  and,  hav- 


19.  Mm.  Jt  NimUUiy  obi  Tap. 

3&  One  ol  the  principal  artickt  of  thii  trtaty  was,  that  do  peace 
%iM  be  concladed  till  Gibraltar  wai  rdlured  to  Spaiu.  fMm.  de 
KmiBut  torn,  iv.) 

31.  Milkit.    Voluirf. 
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PART  II.    ing  eftablifhed  a  fuperiority  in  the  Channel,  to  affift  at 
^JTd^T^   *  projeAed  invafion  of  England. 

That  enterprlfc,  which  had  for  its  remote  ohjeSt  the 
rc-eftablifhment  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  was  more  im- 
mediately planned  witli  a  view  of  obliging  the  king  of^ 
Great  Britain  to  recall  his  troops  from  the  continent^ 
and  apply  his  attention  to  the  defence  of  his  own  dooii* 
nions,  inftead  of  engaging  in  the  fupport  of  foreign 
powers.  A  correfpondence  was  accordingly  entered  in* 
to  with  the  Englifli  and  Scottiih  Jacobites,  who  readily 
ortt^rcd  their  ailiftance,  and  magnified  the  public  dtfcon* 
tents,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  endeavoured  to  inflame 
them.  The  real  difcontents,  however  were  very  great 
The  people  were  enraged  at  the  myfterious  inaifiioD  of 
die  laft  campaign,  which  they  juftly  afcribcd  to  the  in- 
fluence of  German  councils,  and  the  political  fituation 
of  George  IL  as  eleftor  of  Hanover.  Nor  were  diey 
lefs  difTatisfied  at  the  profpe6l  of  the  continuance  of  a 
bloody  and  expenfive  war,  in  which  Great  Britsun  was 
likely  to  become  a  principal  inftead  of  an  ally,  after  an 
honourable  peace  might  have  been  concluded  widi  Ac 
emperor,  and  the  queen  of  Hungary  fccured  in  the  full 
pofleffion  of  all  the  Auftrian  dominions  in  Germany  cx«- 
cept  Silefia,  which  ihe  had  ceded  to  the  king  of  Pruflia. 
An  univcrfat  difguft  prevailed  againft  the  meaiures4)f 
the  court. 

Encouraged  by  thele  favourable  appearances,  the 
fmall  number  of  troops  in  England,  axul  the  allbrances 
of  a  powerful  fupport  from  the  Jacobites,  and  even  Ik 
general  revolt  in  favour  of  the  pretender,  Lewis  XV. 
entered  fcrioufly  into  the  views  of  cardinal  de  Tendiv 
who  had  projected  the  enterprife,  and  the  higheft  hopes- 
were  entertained  of  fuccefs.  Tencin  was  warmly  «t- 
^cbed  to  the  Stuart  fiuziily,  by  yiboh  ioteitft  he  had 

bfCif 
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t)een  nufed  to  die  purple  j  and  having  taken  the  lead     iHTl* 
in  the  French  adminiftration,  on  the  death  of  cardinal    |_  ^  ,/ 
Fleury,  he  ln^s  ambitious  of  (hewing  his  gratitude  to    A.D.i74l« 
his  fiiends,  and  at  the  fame  time  of  ferving  his  mafter, 
by  giving  a  new  king  to  Great  Britain. 

ffoft  did  fuch  a  revolution  feem  impoffible^  with  the 
ioftct  diat  was  preparedi  to  thofe  who  were  beft  ac« 
t|uainted  widi  the  fitaation  of  this  kingdom,  if  France 
Ind  poflefled  the  fovereignty  of  the  fea.  An  army  of 
fifteen  dioufimd  men  was  aflembled  in  Picardy,  under 
ieodlkt  Saxe ',  and  a  number  of  tranfports  were  collected 
at  Calais^  Dunkirk;  and  Boulogne:  Charles  Edward, 
ddeft  ton  of  the  chevalier  de  St.  George,  and  to  whom 
Hat  prince  had  delegated  his  pretenfions,  left  Rome, 
moi  arrhrcd  in  the  French  camp;  A  defcent  was  to  be  a.  D.t?44. 
inade  on  the  coaft  of  Kent;  and  M.  de  RoqUefeuille,  J^atury. 
with  a  fleet  of  twenty  (hips  of  the  line  from  Breft  and 
Rochlbrt)  (ailed  exultingly  up  the  Channel^  in  order  to 
prdtcA  the  tranfports  and  cover  the  landing  of  the 
troops.  Seven  thouiand  men  were  embarked,  and  the 
firft  dtvifion  cf  the  tranfports  put  to  fea ;  but  a  fudden 
ftormariiing)  they  were  all  driven  back  upon  the  French 
coaft.  Many  of  them  were  (battered;  fome  of  the 
largeA^  with  all  the  men  were  loft.  And  a  fuperior 
Engltlh  flectj  commanded  by  Sir  John  Norris,  obliged 
M.  de  Roquefeuille  to  make  the  beft  of  his  way  to 
Breft  »* :  fo  that  the  young  pretender,  after  having  a 
fight  of  the  promifed  land,  found  himfclf  under  the 
hecefiity  of  waiting  for  a  more  favourable  Opportunity, 
to  attempt  the  recovery  of  die  kingdom  of  his  an- 
ceflors. 

Tlit  alarm  occafioried  by  this  formidable,  though    ' 
abortive  entorprife,*  united  the  Whigs  in  the  firm  fup- 

3s.  Cm/m.  9/iafinf  ubi  Tap.     Smolktt,  vol.  xL 
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PART  II.  '  port  of  government.  They  were  made  fenfible^  that 
A.  D.  1744.  ^^^  oppofition  to  certain  unpopular  mcafures,  and 
their  pohtical  jealoufies  of  each  other,  had  been  repre- 
fented  by  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  as  a  proof  of 
their  diilike  to  the  reigning  £imily ;  and  that  the  Che* 
valier  de  St.  George  had  founded  his  hopes  of  fuccels 
in  the  proje6ted  invafion,  chiefly,  on  the  divifion  attong; 
the  friends  of  the  proteftant  fucccfEon.  This  appeared 
by  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  John  duke  of  Argyle,  aa 
inconfiftent  but  zealous  Whig,  whom  the  Jacobites^ 
fuppofed  ready  for  a  revolt,  on  account  of  the  violence 
of  his  fpeechcs  in  parliament,  and  whom  the  pretender 
defired  to  di£bte  his  own  tenhs  33,  .  But  that  harmony 
was  of  ihort  duration.  The  intelligence  which  tooa 
arrived  of  a  naval  engagement  in  the  MediterrancUi 
and  the  judicial  proceedings  relative  to  i^  gave  rife  to 
new  diviftons  and  difcontents. 

In  confequence  of  the  late  alliance  between  France 
and  Spain,  concluded  at  Fontainbleau,  the  admirals  of 
their  conbined  fleet,  in  the  harbour  of  Toulon,  re- 
folved  to  give  battle  to  that  of  England,  by  ^ich  they 
had  been  blocked  up,  and  which  prevented  them  from 
carrying  provifions  or  military  florcs  to  the  Spanifli  ar« 
mies  in  Italy.  The  Spaniih  fquadron,  commanded  by 
Don  Jofcph  Navarro,  confifted  of  (ixteen  (ail  of  the 
line,  though  twelve  only  were  fully  manned ;  and  the 
French  fquadro.n,  under  M.  de  Court,  of  fourteen  £dl 
of  the  line,  four  frigates,  and  three  fire-Chips.  The 
British  fleet,  commanded  by  the  admirals  Matthews  and 
Leftock,  were  fuperior  in  force,  but  lefs  fit  for  adHoiip 
as  the  (hips  had  been  long  at  fca.  It  confifted  of  twenty* 
eight  fail  of  the  line,  fix  (hips  of  fifty  guns,  four  fK« 
gates,  and  two  firc-(hips.     And  if  a  mifunderihuMttng 

37.  Id,  ibid. 

but 
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Ind  not  prevailed  between  the  admirals,  the  combined    ^J[™* 
fleet  moft  have  been  utterly  ruined.  |_       /; 

A.  D.  1744* 

Matthews,  who  lay  in  the  bay  of  Hieres,  no  fooner 
petceived  the  enemy  leave  the  road  of  Toulon  than  he 
weighed  anchor,  and  bore  down  upon  them*  They  did 
not  decline  the  combat ;  and  a  defperate  battle  enfued, 
in  which  the  Britifh  admiral  behaved  with  great  gal- 
hntry.  But  he  was  ill  fupported  by  his  captains,  and  F^^*  it. 
Leflock,  widi  his  whole  divifion,  remained  all  the  time 
at  a  diftance ;  fo  that  the  conteft  was  long  doubtful, 
and  tbe  moft  vigorous  exertions  only  could  have  faved 
the  fhips  that  were  engaged  from  being  taken  or  deftroy- 
ed.  Viftory  however,  at  laft,  declared  in  favour  of 
Matfltews.  The  combined  fleet,  after  an  a£tion  of  fix 
liours,  was  obliged  to  retreat,  with  the  lofs  of  one  fhip 
of  the  line,  named  the  Poder  '^.  The  Royal  Philip, 
anocher  diiabled  (hip,  might  alfo,  it  is  fuppofed,  have 
been  taken,  had  the  £ngli/h  admiral  continued  the 
diace ;  but  his  orders  to  guard  the  coaft  of  Italy  being 
pofitive,  he  did  not  think  himfclf  at  liberty  to  negle£b 
dot  important  objedl,  and  run  the  hazard  of  being 
drawn  down  the  Straits,  for  the  precarious  pofTibility 
cf  making  a  fingle  prize,  all  the  other  ihips  of  the 
enemy  (ailing  too  faft  to  leave  him  any  hope  of  coming 
op  with  them' ^ 

The  lofi  of  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  of  breaking 
die  naval  power  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  occafioncd 
the  loudeft  complaints  in  England,  and  the  failure  of 
die  Britifh  fleet  to  deflroy  that  of  the  enemy  became 
Ae  hbjeA  of  a  parliamentary  inquiry.  From  acom- 
mittee  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  matter  wa  Prefer- 

34.  Smollett,  to!,  xi.     CoMtui.  of  Raplm^  vol.  ix. 

55.  See  the  D9ffei  made  by  Matthews  on  his  Trial. 

H  3  rcJ 
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PART  11.  rod  to  a  court-martial.  Several  captains  were  cpn- 
)l  D.  1744'  vided  of  mifbehayiour,  and  fubjcflied  to  difierent  de- 
grees of  puni(hmcnt ;  but,  to  the  aftoniflimcnt  of  thq 
public,  admiral  Leftock  was  fully  acquitted,  and  Mat- 
thews declared  incapable  of  ferving  for  the  future  in  his 
rasyefty's  navy !  —Though  it  was  evident  to  every  un- 
prejudiced mind,  that  Leftock,  by  keeping  aloo^  when 
he  had  it  in  his  power  to  engage,  vras  not  only  thq 
caufe  of  the  mifcarriage  complained  of,  but  of  expofing 
the  Britifli  fleet  to  the  moft  imminent  dange^,  in  order 
to  gratify  his  vindi£Hve  fpirit ;  while  Matthews,  rufhing 
into  the  hotteft  of  the  enemy'^  fire,  fought  like  a  beiOi 
and  diicovered  a  noble  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his  king 
and  country  ^*«  Such  ridlculpus  things,  as  experienoe 
has  fince  repeatedly  proved,  are  courts  martial  in  b^E^r^ 
ous  times ! 


21 


l^„ch  Before  thefe  judicial  proceedings  were  finifhed,  mit- 

V'  tual  declarations  of  war  had  been  ifliied  by  the  kings  of 
France  and  England,  who  thenceforth  became  in  fome 
meafure  principals  in  the  continental  quarrel,  the  court 
of  Veriailles  having  i/Tued  a  declaration  of  war  alfi> 
againft  her  Hungarian  majefty.  Lewis  XV.  accufe^ 
George  IL  of  having  violated  the  neutrality  of  Hanover, 
of  difTuading  the  queen  of  Hungary  from  coming  to  an 
accommodation  with  the  emperor,  and  of  blocking  up 
the  ports  and  difturbing  the  commerce  of  France.  ^His 
Britannic  majefty  recriminated,  byaccufingthe  French 
king  of  violating  the  Pragmatic  Sanson  i  of  attempt- 
ing to  deftroy  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe^  by  di£> 
membcring  the  Aufirlan  fucceffion ;  of  affifting  die  Spa- 
niards, the  avowed  enemies  of  England,  both  fecretly 
and  openly,  in  contempt  of  the  faith  of  treaties;  of  har- 
bouring the  Pretender,  contrary  to  the  moft  folemn  cn- 

yi.  Compare  the  Triait  o£  Matthews  and  Leftock. 

gagements. 
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gagements,  furni(hing  him  with  a  fleet  and  army  to  in- 
vade Great  Britain,  and  of  committing  adual  hoftilities 
on  the  Bridih  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean  '^.  Both  par-  ^  ^'  <  744 
ties  had  formed  the  moil  (anguinei  and  not  ill-grounded 
hopes  of  fuccefs :  the  king  of  Great  Britain  on  the  va- 
lour of  his  troops,  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  Dutch, 
and  the  vigorous  exertions  of  the  court  of  Vienna;  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon  on  the  new  alliances  they  were  form- 
ing in  Germany,  and  the  vaft  preparations  they  had 
made  for  profecuting  the  war,  both  in  Italy  and  the 
liOW  Countries. 


Thjk  campaign  in  Italy  was  early  begun  on  the  fide 
of  Piedmont.  Don  Philip  being  joined  by  twenty  thou- 
iand  French  troops  under  the  prince  of  Conti,  pafled 
the  river  Var,  which  defcends  from  the  Alps,  and  falls  March  31. 
into  the  fea  of  Genoa  a  little  below  the  city  of  Nice. 
The  whole  county  of  Nice  fubmitted.  But  before  the 
confederates  could  advance  fiirtfaer,  they  had  to  force 
the  Piedmontefe  entrenchments  at  Villa  Franca,  and 
afterwards  ta  reduce  the  caftle  of  Mountaban,  fituated 
among  rocks,  which  form  a  chain  of  almoft  inacceffible 
rampartSt '  All  thefe  difficulties,  however,  were  fur- 
mounted  by  the  valour  of  the  Fiench  and  Spaniards, 
though  not  without  great  lofs  ^^.  Their  intention  was, 
to  penetrate  into  the  duchy  of  Milan  through  the  Ge- 
noese territories ;  a  meafure  that  would  have  been  at- 
tended with  the  moft  fatal  confequencer:  to  the  queen 
of  Hungary  and  the  king  of  Sardinia.  Admiral  Mat- 
thews, who  had  by  this  time  returned  to  the  coafl  of 
Italy,  therefore  fent  a  fpirited  mefTage  to  the  fenate  of 
Genoa,  declaring,  that  if  the  confederate  army  was  fuf- 


37. 

J8, 


Printed  Dtdantimu  cf  K'ar. 
Yoluirc    Millot. 
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PART  II.    fercd  to  pafs  through  the  dominions  of  the  republfc,  ho 
ArD.1744.    "^"^  confidcr  it  as  a  breach  of  her  neutrality,  and  woaI<i 

be  under  the  neceffity  of  inunediately  commencing  hoA> 

Glides  againft  her  fubje^« 

Alarmed  at  this  threat,  the  Genoeie,  though  fe-« 
crctly  in  the  intereft  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  prevailed 
with  Don  Philip  and  the  prince  of  Conti  to  chufe  an- 
nother  route.  They  accordingly  defiled  offtoward  Pied- 
mont, by  the  way  of  Brian^on,  and  attacked  the  ftrong 
poft  of  Chateau  Dauphin,  where  the  king  of  SardinBi 
commanded  in  perfon.  It  was  carried,  after  a  defperate 
attack,  in  which  the  officers  and  foldiers  of.  the  two 
confederate,  yet  rival  nations,  performed  wonder^ 
«  We  may  behave  as  well  as  the  French,"  laid  the  count 
de  Campo  Santo  to  the  marquis  de  las  Minas,  who  com« 
manded  under  Don  Philip,  **  but  we  cannot  behave 
«  better." — "  This  has  been,"  lays  the  prince  of  Conti, 
in  a  letter  to  Lewis  XV.  "  one  of  the  moft  hot  and 
"  brilliant  actions  that  ever  happened :  the  troops  have 
**  (hewn  a  courage  more  than  human  ^9.  The  valour 
*'  and  prefence  of  mind  of  M.  de  Chevert  chiefly  de- 
"  cided  the  advantage.  I  recommend  to  you  M.  de 
«  Solemi  and  the  chevalier  de  Modena,  La  Carte  is 
<*  killed.  Your  majefty,  who  knows  the  value  of  friend- 
**  (hip,  will  feel  how  much  I  am  afFefted  by  his 
<*lofs*®!"  Hiftory  records  with  particular  pleafure 
fuch  expreffions  of  generofity  and  fympathy  as  do  ho- 
nour to  the  human  chara(fter.  The  appeal  of  the  prince 
of  Conti  to  the  bofom  of  Lewis  XV.  is  equally  el^ant 
and  emphatic. 

39.  They  had  the  holdnef*  to  clamber  up  rocks  of  an  incrediUe 
height,  mounted  with  caunuo,  aud  to  pa£i  through  the  embiaTureL 
when  the  guns  recoiled. 

49.  Voitaire.    MtUoC 

After 
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AftIR  lofii^  the  important  pafs  of  Chateau  Dau-    LETTER 
phin,  and  another  called  the   Barricades,  which   was     ^_^_^. 
carried  at  the  dune  time,  the  king  of  Sardinia,  not  be-    A.D'  i:44« 
h^  a  in  condition  to  hazard  a  battle,  drew  ofF  his  troops 
and  artillery  from  the  frontiers,  in  order  to  cover  his 
capital.    He  took  poft  at  Saluzzo,  about  feventeen  miles 
fcuth  of  Turin ;  while  the  confederates,  having  made 
Aemfelves  mailers  of  the  caftle  of  Demont,  fituated  on 
a  rock  in  the  valley  of  Stura,  and  deemed  impregnable, 
invefted  the  ftrong  town  of  Coni,  the  pofieffioQ  of 
nUch  was  neceilary  to  open  them  a  paflage  into  the 
duchy  of  Milan.     Mean  time  the  king  of  Sardinia,  be* 
ing  reinforced  by  a  body  of  ten  thoufand  Auftrians, 
under  Palavicini,  refolved  to  attempt  the  relief  of  the 
phce.     He  accordinly  advanced,  with  a  fuperior  force, 
and  attacked  the  French  and  Spaniards  in  their  entrench-     Sept.  14^ 
ments.     But^  after  an  obftinate  engagement,  in  which 
vakNir  and  condud  M^re  equally  confpicuous  on  both 
fides,  he  was  obliged  to  retire,  with  the  lofs  of  five 
dMu&nd  men,  to  his  camp  in  the  valley  of  MurafTo. 
The  lofs  of  the  confederates  was  little  inferior.  And  his 
Sardinian  majcfly  having  found  means  to  reinforce  the 
gairifon  of  Coni,  and  alfo  to  convey  into  the  town  a 
Ibpply  of  provifions,  Don  Philip  and  the  prince  of  Conti 
were  obliged  to  raifc  the  iiegc,  after  it  had  been  conti- 
nued till  the  end  of  November,  to  the  almoft  total  ruin 
of  their  army.     Having  d-llroyed  the  fortifications  of 
Demont,  in  their  retreat,  they  rcpafTcd  the  mountains, 
utterly  evacuating  Piedmont,  and  took  up  their  winter- 
quarters  in  Dauphiny^'.     But  the  Spaniards  flill  con- 
tinued in  pofleflion  of  Savoy,  which  they  fleeced  with- 
out mercy. 

41.  Volulre.  Millot.  SmoHctt.  Cntin,  of  Rapin,  vol.  ix. 
The  two  Uft  Tolumes  of  this  Continuation  were  written  hj  the  Ute 
)&r.  Guthrie,  though  they  bear  the  name  of  Tindal. 

The 
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PART  II.  The  campaign,  in  the  fouth  of  Italy,  was  aUb  di{^ 
A.  D.  1744.  tinguifhed  by  a  diverfity,  of  fortune.  His  Sicilian  ma- 
jefty  having,  in  violation  of  his  forced  neutrality,  joined 
the  Spanifh  army,  under  the  count  de  Gages,  with 
twenty-iive  thouCmd  of  his  own  troops,  prince  Lobko* 
witz,  the  Auftrian  general,  had  orders  to  invade  the 
kingdom  of  Naples.  He  accordingly  left  Monte  Ro- 
tundo,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome,  where  he  was 
encamped,  and  advanced  toward  Vclitri,  near  vipfaich  die 
confederates  were  pofted.  While  the  two  armies  lay 
in  fight  of  each  other,  prince  Lobkowitz  fent  a  ftrong 
detachment  into  the  province  of  Abruzzo,  where  they 
diftributed  a  roanifefto,  in  the  name  of  her  Hungarian 
majefty,  exhorting  the  inhabitants  to  throw  off  the  Spa- 
nifli  yoke,  and  put  themfclves  again  under  the  protec* 
tion  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  That  meafure,  however^ 
was  attended  with  very  little  fuccefs,  the  Neapolitans 
fhewing  no  inclination  to  rebel.  Lobkowitz,  therefore^ 
col^ded  his  forces,  and  refolved  to  make  an  attack 
upon  the  head- quarters  of  the  confederates  atVdi- 
tri.  This  enterprife  he  committed  to  count  Brown, 
an  able  and  active  general,  whom  I  (hall  afterward 
have  occafion  frequently  to  mention ;  and,  in  order  to 
render  the  defign  fucccfsful,  he  amufed  the  enemy  with 
ambiguous  motions. 

In  the  mean  time  count  Brown>  at  the  head  of  fix 
thouiand  choice  troops,  furprifed  Velitri  in  the  night  f 
aiul  the  duke  of  Modena  and  the  king  of  the  I'wo  Sici- 
lies were  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  made  prifoners. 
They  efcaped  with  difficulty  to  the  quarters  of  count 
de  Gages,  who  performed  on  this  occafion,  the  pait 
of  a  great  captain.  He  rallied  the  fugitives,  removed 
the  panic  which  had  begun  to  prevail  in  the  camp,  and 
made  a  maftcrly  difpofition  for  cutting  off  the  commu- 
nication 
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jucation  of  the  detachment  of  the  enemy  with  their  ^^JJ"^ 

mainbcxly.    Count  Brown  therefore,  finding  himielf  ^  ,— ^-  j 

in  danger  of  being  furrounded,  and  feeing  no  pro(pe&  A.  0.1744* 
of  affiftance,  thought  jpxopcr  to  attempt  a  retreat.  That 
he  efieded  ¥rith  great  gallantry,  carr}'ing  away  a  prodi- 
gious booty. 

Three  thoufand  of  the  Spaniards  and  Neapolitans 
are  &id  to  have  been  killed  in  this  no£kurnal  encounter^ 
and  eight  hundred  were  taken,  together  with  many 
ftaiytarrlcj  colouTS,  and  Other  military  uophies.  The 
Auftriaxis  loft  only  about  fix  hundred  men  ;  but  the 
failure  of  the  enterprife,  and  the  heats  of  autumn, 
proved  fiital  to  their  hopes.  Prince  Lobkowitz  feeing 
his  army  daily  mouldering  away,  without  the  poffibility 
of  being  recruited,  decamped  from  Fiola;  and  paffing  Vm9*u 
the  Tyber  at  die  Ponte  MoIIe,  anciently  known  by  the 
nsfflBC  of  Pons  Milvius,  which  he  had  juft  time  to  break 
down  behind  him  when  the  enemy's  vanguard  appeared, 
he  crofled  the  mountains  of  Gubio,  and  arrived,  by  the 
way  of  Viterbo,  in  the  Bolognefe  territory,  where  hr 
vent  into  winter  quarters  ^*. 

The  queen  of  Hungary  and  her  allies  were  not 
more  fucce&ful  in  Germany  and  the  Low  Countries. 
But,  confidering  the  imexpe6^  confederacy  that  was 
iormed  againft  them,  and  the  inferiority  of  their  gene- 
nJs,  diey  had  little  reafon  to  complain  of  fortune.  The 
negociations  at  Frankfort  being  brought  to  an  ifTue,  a 
Ixtaty  was  there  concluded,  through  the  influence  of 
France,  between  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Pruflia, 
die  king  of  Sweden,  as  landgrave  of  Hetk  Caflel,  and 
the  tleSbor  Palatine.  The  declared  ohjeSt  of  this  treaty 
was  to  reftore  the  imperial  dignity  and  the  tranquillity 

42.  Id.  ibU. 
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of  Germany ;  the  contrafting  powers  engagingi  either 
to  pcrfuade  or  oblige  the  queen  of  Hungary,  to  ackno\r« 
ledge  the  title  of  Charles  VII.  to  give  up  die  archivet 
of  the  empirei  ftill  in  her  poiTeffion,  and  evacuate  fiava* 
ria ;  the  emperor's,  claims  on  die  Auftrian  fucceffion 
to  be  fettled  by  a  friendly  compromife,  or  juridical  de- 
cifion.  So  far  the  confederacy  feemed  laudable.  But, 
by  a  feparate  article)  which  breathed  a  very  different  fpU 
rit,  the  king  of  Pruffia  engaged  to  put  th^  emperor  ia 
pofleilion  of  Bohemia^  and  to  guaranty  to  him  Upper 
Auftria,  as  foon  as  conquered,  on  condition  that  he 
fhould  give  up  to  his  Pruffian  majefly  die  town  ind 
circle  of  Koningfgratz,  in  its  whole  extent^  widi  all  die 
country  fituated  between  the  frontiers  of  Silefia  and  the 
river  Elbe,  and  from  the  town  and  circle  of  Koninglgrats 
to  the  confines  of  Saxony.  The  king  of  Pruffia  how- 
ever, by  previous  agreement,  and  a  feparate  treaty  widi 
the  court  of  Ver&illes,  was  not  obliged  to  take  up  arniS| 
imtil  he  (hould  fee  France  tlA  with  vigour*'. 

In  order  to  procure  the  ready  co-operation  of  this  po« 
litic,  ambitious,  and  powerful  prince,  Lewis  XV.  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  army  in  Flanders,  confifting  of 
an  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  men,  as  early  as  th« 
feafon  would  permit,  and  invefted  Menin.  The  duke 
de  Noailles,  and  the  celebrated  count  Saxe,  now  21 
marcfchal  of  France,  commanded  under  hiin,  and  car- 
ried every  thing  before  them.  Menin  furrendered  in 
feven  days.  Ypres,  Fort  Knocke,  and  Furnes,  were  re- 
duced with  almoft  equal  facility.  And  the  king  of 
France,  entered  Dunkirk  in  triumph,  while  the  allied 
army,  to  the  number  of  feventy  thoufand  men,  unable 
to  obftrud  his  progrefs,  continued  poftcd  behind  the 
Scheld. 

43.  Mem.  di  Noaillit^  torn,  iv. 

But 
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BvT  Lewis  XV.  was  foon  obliged  to  quit  this  fcene    UTTEH 

xxvnL 
of  conqueft,  and  haften  to  the  defence  of  his  own  domi-    ^_    -  j^ 

mens.  Having  received  intelligence  that  prince  Charles  ^^-  '744< 
cf  Lorrain  kd  paiTcd  the  Rhine,  and  entered  AUace  at 
the  bead  of  fixty  thouland  Auftrians,  he  difpatched  the 
duke  de  Noailies,  witli  forty  thoufand  choice  troops,  to 
join  the  marefchal  dc  Coigni,  who  commanded  in  that 
province,  ni^e  he  himfelf  followed  with  a  &ther  rein- 
ibicemenc  j  leaving  marefchal  Saxe,  with  the  remainder 
of  his  army,  to  oppofe  the  allies  in  Flanders^^*  And 
the  mafterly  movements  of  that  confummate  general, 
together  with  the  want  of  concert  between  the  Auftrian 
and  EngUfli  commanders,  d*  Aremberg  and  Wade,  pre- 
vented them  from  gaining  any  advantage  during  the 
Dpugn,  though  now  greatly  fuperior  in  force. 


BsFORS  the  duke  de  Noailles  could  form  a  jun^on 
with  Coigni,  the  prince  of  Lorrain  had  taken  Weifen- 
burg^  and  laid  all  Lower  Alface  under  contribution.  At 
Mctz  the  king  of  France  was  feizcd  with  a  fever,  which 
direatened  his  life,  and  retarded  the  operations  of  his 
generals.  Meanwhile  prince  Charles  having  got  infor- 
mation that  the  king  of  Pruflia  had  entered  Bohemia, 
repafled  the  Rhine  in  fight  of  a  fuperior  army,  and  haf- 
ttned  to  the  relief  of  that  kingdom.  Lewis  XV.  after 
his  recovery,  laid  fiege  to  Friburg ;  and  the  reduftion  of 
this  important  place,  by  the  famous  German  engineer 
couxtt  Louendahl,  who  had  entered  into  the  French  fer- 
vice,  concluded  the  bufmefs  of  the  campaign  on  the  fide 
cfAlfiure. 

The  king  of  Pruflia,  on  taking  up  arms,  publiflicd  a 
manifefto,  in  which  he  declared,  That  he  could  no 
longer  remain  an  idle  fpe£btor  of  the  troubles  of  Ger- 

44.  Id,  ibid. 

many. 
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PART  n.    many,  but  found  himfelf  bbliged  to  make  ufe  of  force; 

^j!^^^  to  rdftore  the  power  of  the  laws  and  the  authority  of  Ac 
emperor ;  that  he  defired  nothing  for  himfelf,  had  ncl 
particular  ^quarrel  with  die  t]uecn  of  Hungary^  and  had 
only  entered  into  the  war  as  an  auxiliary,  in  order  to  iffirt 
the  liberties  of  the  Germanic  body;  that  the  enipenaf 
had  offered  to  relinquifh  his  claims  on  the  Auftrian  fuc- 
ccflion,  provided  his  hcrcditarj*  dominions  were  reftored 
to  him,  and  that  the  queen  of  Hungary  had  rejeded  thB 
and  all  other  equitable  propofals* 

Before  the  arrival  of  prince  Charles^  the  Pntffian 
monarch  had  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Prague,  Tabor^ 
and  all  Bohemia  to  the  eaft  of  the  Moldaw.  But  diefe 
conquefls  were  of  fhort  duration.  Auguftus  III;  king 
of  Poland  and  cicflor  of  Saxony,  animated  by  a  Britifll 
fubfidy,  ordci-ed  Hxteen  thoufand  men  to  join  the  prince 
of  Lormin.  He  was  alfo  joined  by  a  large  body  of  Hun* 
garaians,  zealous  in  the  caufe  of  their  fovereign,  Maria- 
l^herefa,  who  had  acquired  by  her  popular  manner**^ 
as  well  as  her  indulgences,  both  civil  and  religious^  an 
extraordinary  intereft  in  their  afTcflions  j  fo  that  riie 
''s.:cml'cr.  king  of  PruiTia,  unable  to  withftand  fo  great  a  forces  was 
obliged  to  e^'acuate  Bohemia,  and  retire  with  precipita* 

4  4.  To  old  count  Patfy-j  chief  Palatine  of  HnDgary,  rtho  lad,  on 
this  occifioDy  caufcd  the  red  (landard  of  the  kingdom  to  be  dit- 
i>';iycr1,  as  a  (igiial  for  every  man  who  could  bear  arms  to  turn  oat« 
fhc:  wrote  tht.  follovv-ing;  letter,  accompanied  with  m  prefeat  of  her 
o*n  horfcy  richly  caparifoned,  a  gold  hiltcdIWord  ohiafflcnttd  wi(h 
(diamonds,  and  a  ring  of  great  valut :  -^ 

"  1-aihcr  Palfy ! 

*'  I  fend  you  this  horfe,  worthy  of  being  mounted  •nly  hy  tht 
'*  mnll  zealous  of  my  faithful  fubje&t.  Receive,  at  the  Cune  timet 
^*  th)3  fwordf  to  defend  me  againft  mine  enemies;  and  accept  of 
"  i)iJi  ring,  as  a  mark  of  my  affcAion  for  you. 

•'  Maim  TiiBaiSA/" 

tioi^ 
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tion  into  Silefia.     He  was  purfued  thither  by  prince  LKTTElt 

xxvm 

Chifkss  and  the  rigour  of  the  feafon  only,  perhaps,  ^_  _^^ 

prevemed  die  recovery  of  that  valuable  province.     The  A.  D.  1 744. 

PkuflbnSi  in  their  retreat,  loft  above  thirty  thoufand 

men,  with  all  their  heavy  baggage,  artiller}',  and  ^"ag- 

loaded  with  privifions  and  plunder. 


While  die  high-minded  Frederick  III.  was  experien- 
cing diis  fuddea  reverie  of  fortune,  the  dejected  fugitive, 
Cbaries  VII.  got  once  more  poflcffion  of  his  capital. 
ScckmdorflF,  die  imperial  general,  having  been  joined 
by  a  body  of  French  troops,  had  driven  the  Auftrians 
out  of  Bavaria.     But  the  retreat  of  the  Pruflians,  and 
dK  rapid  progrefe  of  the  prince  of  Lorrain,  filled  the 
aapCTOC  with  new  apprehenfions  :  and  he  was  in  dan- 
ger of  being  a  third  time  chafed  from  his  dominions,    A.D.  t7^c» 
when  death  came  to  his  relief,  and  freed  him  from  a 
complicadon  of  bodily  ills,  aggravated  by  the  anguifh  of 
a  wounded  fpirit.     His  fon,  Maximilian  Jofepli,  being 
oriy  fcvcnteen  years  of  age,  could  not  become  a  candi- 
date fin-  the  imperial  throne.   He,  therefore,  very  v/ifely 
concluded,  through  the  mediation  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jcfly,   notwithftanding  all  the  intrigues  of  France,  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  queen  of  Hungary  ;  ^vho  had 
again  invaded  Bavaria,  and  was  ready  to  ftrip  him  of  his 
whole  deflorate.     By  this  treaty,  Maria  Therefa  agreed 
torenognize  the  imperial  dignity,  as  having  been  vcfted 
m  the  perfon  of  Charles  VII.  and  to  put  his  fon  in  pof- 
leffion  of  all  his  hereditary  dominion?.     On  the  other 
hand,  the  young  eleftor  renounced  all  claim  to  any  part 
of  the  Audrian  fucccflion ;  confented  to  guranty  the 
Pfagmatic  Sanflion,  engaged  to  give  his  vote  for  the 
grand-duke  at  die  enfuing  election  of  an  emperor,  and 
I     CD  difinils  the  auxiliary  troops  in  his  fervice  *^. 

46.  See  the  Treat/  ill  Tinders  CoHtinuat'nn  of  Rapin's  Hjp,  of 
Ay(bW.  ToLxi. 
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PART  IL  This  treaty,  it  was  confidently  expc£ted,  would  pro^ 
iLD^r'Ar.  * pwlude  to  a  general  pacification  ;  as  the  caufe  of  the 
war  in  Ger'r.my  no  longer  exifted,  and  the  treaty  of 
Frankfort,  the  avowed  purpofe  of  which  was  the  fiip- 
port  of  the  imperial  dignity,  had  now  no  objedt.  The 
queen  of  Hungary,  to  procure  peace,  and  the  vote  o£ 
Brandenburg  for  her  hufband,  would  readily  have  agreed 
to  confirm  the  treaty  of  Breflaw ;  and  the  king  Pruffia, 
after  his  fevere  loflTes,  could  have  required  nodiing 
more,  for  himfelf,  than  the  undifputed  pofleffion  of 
Silefia.  But  the  court  of  France,  which  had  begun  die 
war  out  of  policy,  inftigated  and  penfioned  by  that  of 
Spain,  rcfolved  to  continue  it  from  paffion;  and  his 
Britannic  majefty  was  too  intimately  connected  with  the 
queen  of  Hungary,  as  well  as  too  highly  interefted  in 
preferving  the  balance  of  Europe,  to  d;:fert  his  allies 
atfuch  a  crifis. 

THEmarquisd'Argenfon,  the  French  miniftcrfor  war, 
who  had  at  this  time  great  influence  in  the  cabinet,  de« 
clared  that  France,  having  undertaken  to  give  a  head  to 
the  Germanic  body,  ought  to  hazard  the  laft  foldier, 
rather  than  fuffer  the  grand-duke  to  be  eledled  emperor. 
The  court  of  Verfaillcs  accordingly  made  an  offer  of  the 
imperial  cro.:i  to  Auguftus  III.  king  of  Poland  and 
eleilor  of  J-xxc  !i/  :  but  he,  fenfible  that  it  was  not  in 
tlieir  gifr,  verv  prudently  refufcd  it,  unlefs  it  could  be 
procure  v/ithout  v!jlcnce,  and  rdliewed  his  engage- 
ments with  the  courts  of  London  and  Vienna.  The 
French  miniftry,  however,  perfifted  in  their  refolution 
of  oppofingthc  eL'ciion  of  the  grand-duke,  and  of  con- 
tinuing the  \vr.r  with  vigour  in  Germany  and  the  Low 
Countries,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  the 
combined  forco^:  of  the  houfc  of  Bourbon  in  Italy  i  iM^iere 
EIi7abeth  Farnefe,  who  ftill  dire£ted  all  the  meafutes  of 
the  court  of  Madrid,  was  determined,  coft  what  it  oightf 
2  t» 
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to  dbblifh  a  fovcreignty  for  her  fecond  fon,  Don  Phi-  ^JJ^ 

Up,  at  the  expence  of  Maria-Thereia  ♦?,    And  the  fuc-  |_.,  -„^„— ^ 

ce&  of  the  enfuing  campaign  fcsmed  to  juftify  her  firm*  ^'  ^•*745« 
ne&and  perfeverance. 

The  republic  of  Genoa,  which  had  been  long  waver- 
iqg,  at  laft  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  houfe  of  Bour^ 
boa,  diat  proved  fatal  to  the  interefts  cf  the  queen  of 
Hungary  and  the  king  of  Sardinia.  The  armies  of 
count  de  Gages  and  Don  Philip,  confiding  of  French, 
Spaniards,  and  Neapolitans,  having  formed  a  junflion 
in  die  territories  of  that  republic,  fiom  which  they  rc- 
deved  a  confidcrable  reinforcement,  amounted  to  eighty 
diouiand  men ;  while  the  Piedmontefe  and  Auftrians, 
imder  the  king  of  Sardinia  and  count  Schulenberg,  who 
had  beenfent  tofupcrfede  prince  Lobkowitz,  did  not  eX'* 
ceed  forty-five  thoufand.  There  Vt'zs  no  contending 
^ainft  fuch  fuperior  force. 

Don  Philip  and  Maillebois,  who  afted  under  him, 
having  fuccceded  the  prince  of  Conti  in  the  command  of 
die  French  troops,  obliged  liis  Sardinian  majefty  and 
Schulenberg  to  retire  beyond  the  Tanaro,  Count  de 
Gages  im-efted,  and  took  Tortona,  v/hile  the  duke  of 
Arlodena  made  himfcif  majflcr  of  Parma  and  Dacentia. 
The  city  of  Pavia  was  taken  by  aflault,  and  Milan  itfclf 
was  forced  to  furrender,  though  the  citadel  continued  to 
hold  out. 

47.  Sec  Mem,  Poliiiq.  et  I\fifi*arreSf  &:c.  ecm^ifes  fur  le  pieces  origin 
wata^rtme'tUet  par  Adrien,  Maurice,  clue  dc  Nuaii.lks,  Mare'cbal 
k  Fmu  et  Miniftre  /Etai^  par  M.  l"AU}e  MiUot.  It  t«  net  a  little 
fcmirkaMe,  that  the  fame  Abbe  in  his  Elcmens  d* Hift.  Gen.  afcribet 
tlie  continiuincc  of  the  war,  after  the  death  of  Charles  VII.  to  the 
ktrwioi  the  Emglijh  againil  the  French  nation  !  He  was  nnt  then  fa- 
vonitd,  it  i<  to  be  prefiimed,  with  the  papers  of  the  duke  de  Noailiei^ 
which  throw  new  light  upon  the  fubjc<5l. 

Vol.  V.  J  Pushing 
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Pushing  his  advantages,  Don  Philip  pafied  the  Ta- 
narcH  and  compelled  the  Auftrian  and  Piedoiontefe  ar- 
mies to  take  fhelter  behind  the  Po.  He  reduced  Vfl» 
lenza,  Cafa!,  Aili,  Gabrano,  and  even  Vienne^  otitf 
twenty  miles  north-eaft  of  Turin  :  and  the  king  of  Sar« 
dinia  was  fo  apprchenfive  of  his  capital  being  bdriiljard* 
ed,  that  he  pofted  his  army  Within  cover  of  its  cmaohi 
and  ordered  the  pavement  of  the  ftreets  to  be  tikeniip. 
But  Don  Philip,  inftcad  of  unllertaking  fuch  an  ardiMiM 
enterprife,  doftd  the  campaign  with  a  triumphant  eniij 
into  Milan  4<, 

The  houfe  of  Bourbon  and  their  allies  were  no  lefr 
fucccfsful  in  other  quarters.  Lewis  XV  •  had  two  lead- 
ing objcds  in  view ;  to  obftrud  the  ele^on  of  thv 
grand*duke,  and  to  complete  the  conqueft  of  Flandeis, 
He  accordingly  aficmbled  two  great  armies :  one  on  the 
Maine,  under  the  prince  of  Conti,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  queen  of  Hungary  from  employing  a  fuperior  force 
againft  the  king  of  Prttffia,  and  to  over-awe  the  deliber- 
ations of  the  ele«^rs  at  Frankfort ;  the  other,  confiftii^ 
of  feventy-fix  thoufand  men,  commanded  by  count  Saace^ 
under  whom  the  duke  de  Noailles  condefccnded  to  ferve 
April  »4*  as  firft  aid-de-camp,  inverted  Tournay,  one  of  tke 
ftrongeft  towns  in  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  and  the 
moft  important  in  the  Dutch  Barrier  4'>.  The  king  mdT 
the  dauphin  appeared  in  the  camp,  and  animated  bv 
their  prefeiice  the  operations  of  the  befiegers.  The  aBied 
army  amounted  only  to  fifty-three  thoufand  men  ;  yet 
with  thcfe  it  was  refolvcd  to  attempt  the  relief  of  Tour- 
nay.     The  Hanoverian  and  Britifh  troops  wei^  com* 

4S.  Voltaire.     Millot. 

4.7.  Thc/.'VcrcigntT  of  tlic  hart  Ier-towii«  belonged  t©  the  haute 
of  Auftria  ;  hut  they  were  garrifpncd  with  Dutch  troopii^  fur  tli» 
fupp<irt  of  which  the  Sfa;c$  were  pcrmittcrl,  hy  the  ticaxy  o( Utrecht. 
;  to  levy  ccrtua  unpwiitiuus  uu  the  iuhabitanti. 

Bunded 
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ftuuded  by  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  a  bnve  but  inex^  t.KTTEIt 

perienced  }'oung  prince.     The  Avftrians  were  condu£t-    y ,  ^ 

e<t  b7  old  count  Konigieg ;  and  the  Dutch  by  the  prince  A.  D.  i74J» 
of  Waideck,  as  young  and  ine^^rienccd  as  the  duke  of 
Cumberland* 

MarescHal  Saxc,  who  to  a  natural  genius  for  war 
jdkfeed  a  profound  knowledge  of  the  military  art,  was  no 
fiMmer  infonned  of  the  purpofe  of  the  confederates^ 
dian  he  made  the  moft  mafterly  diipofitions  for  receiv- 
ing them.  The  French  army  ivas  pofted  on  a  riiing 
ground,  with  the  village  of  Antoine,  near  die  Efcaut, 
00  its  right ;  the  wood  of  Barry  on  its  left,  and  in  from 
fte  viBage  of  Fontenoy.  In  the  wood,  and  at  both  thefe 
tSi^cs,  were  eiefled  formidable  batteries  of  heavy  can-* 
BOO,  and  the  intermediate  fpace  was  farther  defended 
by  (bong  redoubts.  The  confederates^  however,  who 
had  but  imperfe£Uy  reconnoitred  the  fituation  of  the 
cnertiy,  raflily  peififted  in  their  refolution  of  hazarding 
an  attack.  Nor  were  the  French  without  their  appre- 
henfions  of  its  confequenccs,  from  the  known  valour  of 
the  Britifh  troops.  The  bridge  of  Colonne,  over  which 
the  kii^  had  paflM  the  Efcaut,  was  accordingly  fortified 
widi  entrenchments,  and  occupied  by  a  ftout  body  of 
refave,  in  order  to  fccure  him  a  retreat,  if  nccefTary  5°. 
And  to  this  neceftty  he  muft  have  been  driven,  had  the 
BKtiih  troops  been  properly  fupported,  and  the  duke  of 
Cmnberland's  orders  duly  executed. 

The  allies  were  in  motion  by  t\vo  o'clock  in  the     /prilsoi 
lIMrAtng,  and  the  cannonading  began  as  foon  as  it  was 
light.     By  nine  both  armies  were  engaged,  and  the 
adion  lafted  till  three  in  the  afternoon.     Never  was 
there  a  more  de^rate  or  gallant  attack  than  that  made 

ja  Volulre,  5«i/!r  ZMrii  HtV.  chap.  xr. 

I  2  by 
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PART  n.  by  the  Britifli  infentry,  commanded  by  the  duke  of 
A.  D.  1745.  Cumberland  in  perfon,  afEfted  by  Sir  John  Ligonier. 
Though  the  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries  was  fo  heavy, 
that  it  fwept  off  whole  ranks  at  a  fingle  difcharge,  they 
continued  to  advance,  as  if  they  had  been  invulnerable^ 
and  drove  the  French  infantry  beyond  their  lines.  The 
French  cavalry  in  vain  endeavoured  to  ftop  their  pro- 
greis.  Forming  themfelves  into  a  column^  they  bore 
down  every  thing  before  them,  and  baffled  every  effort 
to  put  them  into  diibrder.  The  village  of  Antoine  was. 
evacuated ;  and  marefchal  Saxe,  concluding  that  all  was 
loft,  fent  advice  to  the  king  to  provide  for  his  (afety,  by 
repalfing  the  bridge  of  Colonne.  ButLewis  XV.  wba. 
did  not  want  perfonal  courage,  fenfible  that  fuch  «  ftep 
would  give  a  decided  v'l&ory  to  the  allies,^  refufed  to  quit 
his  poft  5^  His  firmneis  faved  his  army  from  ruin  and 
difgrace. 

Ashamed  to  defert  their  fovereign,  the  French  in- 
fantry returned  to  the  charge ;  the  cavalry  renewed  their 
efforts :  and  other  circumflances  contributed  to  give  a 
turn  to  the  battle.  The  Dutch,  under  the  prince  of 
Waldeck,  having  failed  in  an  attack  upon  the  village  of 
Fontenoy,  which  valour  might  have  rendered  fuccefsfiil, 
bad  fhamefully  left  the  field.  An  Englifh  and  Hano- 
verian detachment,  under  brigadier  Ingoldfby,  had  alio 
mifcarried,  through  miftake,  in  a  pra£Ucable  attempt  to 
take  pofTeiHon  of  a  redoubt  at  the  corner  of  the  wood  of 
Barry,  ^nd  immediately  oppofite  Fontenoy  ;  fo  that  the 
Britifh  cavalry,  bythecrofe  fire  of  the  enemy's  cannon, 
were  prevented  from  coming  up  to  the  fupport  of  die 
in&ntry  5>.  This  viAorious  body,  now  aflailed  on  all 
fides,  fatigued  with  inceflant  firing,  and  galled  by  fome 
field-pieces  imexpedledly  planted  in  front,  was  therefoit 

51.  Voluirci  ubi  iiip.  |2.  Id.  Ibid. 

obligri 
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obliged  to  retire,  with  the  lofe  of  feven  thoufand  men,   ^^TJ5^ 
after  having  fuccefsfully  routed  almoft  every  regiment  in    %^^^,^,^ 
the  French  army^^.     The  lofs  of  the  Hanoverians,  who   ^'P-  '745- 
behaved  gallantly,  was  alfo  very  great,  in  proportion  to 
their  numbers,  but  that  of  tfie  Dutch  and  Auftrians  in- 
conilderable. 

The  French  had  near  ten  thoufand  men  killed,  and 
among  thefe  many  perfons  of  diftindlion,  yet  was  their 
joy  at  their  good  fortune  extravagantly  high.  Their  ex- 
idtation,  in  the  hour  of  triumph,  feemed  to  bear  a  pro- 
portion to  the  danger  they  had  been  in  of  a  defeat.  The 
princes  of  the  blood  embraced  one  another  on  the 
field  of  battle,  and  diflblved  in  tears  of  mutual  congra- 
tulation^^. They  had,  indeed,  much  reafon  to  be  fatis- 
ficd  with  their  viftory,  which  was  followed  by  the  moft 
important  confequences.  For  although  the  duke  of 
Cumberland  had  led  off  his  troops  in  good  order,  and 
without  lofmg  either  colours  or  ftandards,  the  allies  were 
never  afterward  able,  during  the  campaign,  to  face  the 
enemy ;  but  lay  entrenched,  between  Antwerp  and  - 
Bruflels,  while  marefchal  Saxe  and  count  Louendahl 


53  *•  All  the  regimfnt§,"  fay»  Voluire,  who  is  very  circum- 
(botial  in  bit  account  of  this  battle,  *<  prelentcd  themfelves,  one  af- 
*'  ter  aoother ;  and  the  Eiigliih  column,  facing  them  on  all  fides,  re- 
**  pulfcd  every  regiment  that  advanced.*'  [Siecic  Lwh  XV.  chap. 
XT.)  *'  From  the  moment  the  French  and  Swifs  guards  were  routed/* 
adds  he,  **  there  was  nothing  but  ailonilhrnent  and  confuiion 
•*  throughout  the  French  army.  Marefchal  Saxc  ordered  the  ca- 
*•  valry  to  fall  upon  the  Englifh  column ;  but  their  effort*  were 
•*  att^nilcd  with  little  effe»Sk  agaiuft  a  body  of  infantry  to  united, 
••  ff»  difciplincd,  and  fo  intrepid."  (Id.  ibivi.)  '*  If  the  Dutch,'* 
coDtitues  he,  ♦•  had  pafTed  the  redoubts  thit  lay  bctwvcn  Fontcnoy 
•*  and  Antoinc  :  »f  they  had  given  proper  afliftance  to  tiic  Englifli, 
*♦  no  rtfourcc  had  bcei.  left  for  the  French  ;  not  even  a  retreat  per- 
**  haps  fur  the  kiog  and  the  dauphin.*'     SiccUi  ubi  lup. 

54  Voitiirc.    Millot. 

I  3  reduced. 
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PART  n    reduced,  by  (Iratagem  or  f(wre,  Tournay,  Oudemrdc^ 
A4>,  174^.    ^^'^^  D.enrfwnQod,  Qhex)t,  .Oftend,  Nevvp^K^  5M>4  cvciy 
father  fortifi^  place  in  AuftiTan  Flanders. 

But  the  king  of  Fnmce,  though  fo  highly  fiivoured  by 
fortune,  was  not  able  to  prevent  the  queen  rf  Hungary 
from  obtaining  the  great  objeft  of  her  wifhes,  in  the 
elevation  of  her  huib^pd  to  the  imperial  throne.  The 
French  army  on  the  Maine,  under  the  prince  of  Copti, 
who  had  fuperfeded  Maitiebpis  in  th^  command,!^ 
being  aU^  to  face  the  Auftrians,  under  Bathiaoi|  tbfs 
debtors  aiicmbled  in  perfect  feciiirity  at  Frankiint,  ^ 
raifed  to  the  head  of  the  empire  the  giand->duke  of  Tuf-* 
cany,  under  the  name  of  Francfe  I.  Mean^^e  the 
1^  13.  king  of  Prviifia  gained  two  bloody  viAories  over  the 
Auilqans,  under  the  prince  of  Lorraui  i  pne  near  Frid- 
burg,  on  the  confines  of  Silefia,  the  other  at  Slandentz^ 
Ifi  Bohemia.  And  not  fatisfied  with  thefe  advantages, 
though  he  had  already  entered  into  a  pacific  convention 
yrith  his  Britannic  majefty  at  Hanover«  h^  inva(4ed 
3axony,  and  made  himfclf  mafter  of  Drefden. 

The  kind  of  Polfind  now  found  himfclf  under  the 
peccflity  of  fuing  for  peace,  and  the  king  of  Pruffia  wa9 
heartily  tired  of  the  war.  A  treaty  was  accordingly  con- 
Dec,  14.  eluded  at  Drefden,  between  Auguftus  III.  as  eledor  of 
Saxony,  and  Frederick  HI.  by  w|?ich  Auguftus  agreed 
to  pay  to  his  Pruffian  majefty,  for  the  evacuation  of 
his  hereditary  dominions,  one  million  of  Qermaii 
prowns  at  the  next  fair  of  Leipfic.  Another  treaty,  con- 
firming tha;  of  Brcflaw,  was  at  the  tame  time  concluded 
between  the  king  of  PruJfia  and  the  queen  of  Hungary. 
This  treaty  fccurcd  tQ  Frederick  III,  the  pqfleffion  of  Si- 
Jefia,  on  condition  of  his  acknowledging  the  validity  of 
fbc  emperor's  clcftipn.     '}'hc  plcdtor  Palatine,  who  was 

included 
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incWcd  in  the  latter  trea^,  sdfo  cotaknted  to  make  the    ^'^^^ 
taac  acknc^irledgeinent'*.  y_J^^ 

These  treaties  rcftored  mmquinky  to  Germany.  Sut 
vm^  at  we  fliaU  afterwards  have  occafion  to  fee,  cw- 
Ittnuied  to  rage  for  fome  years  longer,  between  the  houfes 
^  Bcwrbon  and  Auftria.  la  the  n^ean  tin^,  my  dear 
PbiUp^  we  mu^  attend  to  fome  ti:an£i(^Qn$  tb^H  jqclot^ 
immc4i$tfily  concern  our  own  iflanJL 
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^etch  of  the  Domcjilc  ITijUry  of  .Great  Britajk, 
including  fome  foreign  Affain  intimately  conne^fed  with 
It^  from  the  Rtfignation  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
/ff  1742,  to  the  final  Supprefpon  of  the  Rebellion  in 
Scotland,  in  1746. 

FROM  the  acceffion  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  but  more  cfpeci;iUy  after 
die  fuppreffion  of  the  rebellion  in  17 15,  it  had  been  the 
conftant  aim  ^f  the  Tories,  the  natural  friends  of  mo- 
narchy, and  of  certain  difappointed  Whigs,  who  joined 
them^  and  ailiimed  the  impofing  name  of  patriots,  to 
obftru^  all  the  meafures  of  government,  under  pretence 
of  the  public  good  \  to  reprcfent  the  efiential  intereils 
of  the  nation  as  facrificed  to  a  pufillonimous  policy, 
which  tamely  courted  peace,  while  the  treafurc  of  the 
kingdom  was  prodigally  wafted  in  German  fubAdies, 
iQore  |han  adequate  to  the  fupport  of  a  vigorous  wt^r, 

55.  Tindal's  Costtim,  vol.  ix.    Smollett,  vol,  xL 
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PART  II.  and  it?  honour  bafdy  bartered  for  the.  precarious  fiacurit^ 
of  mercenary  alliances,  or  treaties  bought  by  mean  fub« 
miflions.  «  And  for  what?"  faid  the  Jacobites,  when 
they  durft  fpeak  out,  and  moft  of  the  Tories  were  Ja- 
cobites:—" to  maintain  a  foreign  family  upon  the 
**  throne,  in  exclufion  of  the  lineal  heir !" — Such,  and 
more  contumelious,  was  the  language  of  oppofitioh  in 
parliament,  and  of  the  pretended  patriots,  in  their  private 
juntos,  during  the  whole  adminiftration  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole ' ;  who  underftood  and  purfued  the  true  in- 
terefts  of  his  country,  but  without  fufficiently  attending 
to  its  honour. 

A.D.  1742.  On  the  refignation  of  this  able  ftatcfman,  the  patriots 
were  called  into  office,  and  the  greateft  reformation  was 
cxpefted  in  every  department  of  government.  But  lori 
Carteret,  the  new  prime  minifter,  and  his  aflbciates^ 
not  only  rejected  every  popular  motion,  but  went  even 
farther,  as  we  have  already  feen,  than  their  predeceilbrS) 
in  flattering  the  prejudices  of  their  fovereign  in  fitvour 
of  the  continental  fyftem.  Large  fubfidies  were  at  die 
fame  time  paid  to  the  queen  of  Hungary,  the  king  of 
Poland,  and  the  king  of  Sardinia ;  large  bodies  of  fb* 
reign  troops  were  taken  into  Britilh  pay,  and  a  Britifli 
army  was  tranfported  into  Flanders,  to  fight  battles 
from  which  Great  Britain  could  derive  no  pofitivc  ad- 
vantage. The  war  was  continued,  from  pride  and  paf- 
fion,  long  after  its  political  objcft,  as  far  as  it  concerned 
this  kingdom,  was  accomplifhcd ;  namely,  to  prevent 
the  French  from  acquiring  an  afcendant  in  Germany, 
by  difmembering  the  Auftrian  fucceffion. 

Naturally  haughty,  elated  with  fuccefs,  and  af- 
(iired  of  the  fupport  of  the  Britifh  miniftry,  the  queen  of 
Hungary,  in  the  hour  of  her  intoxication,  abfolutely  re- 

S.  See  the  PmrlkmenUuj  Ddaiu^  and  Publications  of  the  Times. 

fufed 
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{ufi»i  to  reftore  to  die  emperor  Charles  VII.  his  heredi-    letter 
tary  dominions,  though  he  offered,  on  that  condition,  to    n__^_^ 
venounce  all  claim  to  any  part  of  her  inheritance^.    Not    ^  ^«  ^743* 
cootepfied  with  being  enabled  to  defend  her  own  terri- 
tories, ihe  projected  conquefts  both  in  Italy  and  6er- 
nuuiy.     Nothing  lefs  would  (atisfy  her  than  the  recovery 
of  Naples  and  Silefia,  though  bodi  had  been  formally 
ceded  by  treaty ;  and  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  inftead 
of  withdrawing  his  affiftance  at  this  jundure,  or  iniift- 
ing  on  her  reconciliation  with  the  emperor,  was  to  iQ 
adviied  as  to  acquiefce  in  the  ambitious  aim. 

The  difIatisfa£tion  occafioned  by  thefe  unpopular 
and  impolitic  meafures  encouraged  the  Jacobites  to  turn 
their  eyes  once  more  toward  the  Pretender,  and  the 
court  of  France,  as  we  have  feen,  to  attempt  an  inivafion 
in  his  favour.  Had  the  French  been  able  to  land,  under  ^  p^ 
fo  confummate  a  general  as  count  Saxe,  it  is  impoflible  Jsntuiy. 
to  fiiy  what  might  have  been  the  confequence ;  but  we 
can  ^iflirm  with  confidence,  that  as  the  enterprife  proved 
abortive,  it  was  of  infinite  fervicc  to  the  reigning  family. 
The  alarm  which  it  occafioned  united  all  the  Whigs  in 
the  zealous  fupport  of  government.  They  became  fen- 
fible  of  the  hazard  to  which  they  were  expofed  by  their 
own  diflenfions ;  on  which,  it  appeared,  the  Pretender 
had  chiefly  built  his  hopes  of  fuccefs.. 

2.  A  treaty  to  this  pnrpofe  was  adually  ncgociated  at  Hanau»  in 
crdcr  to  preferve  appearances,  fnon  after  the  battle  of  DettingeO, 
through  the  mediatioo  of  his  Britaimic  Majefty.  But  it  was  ren- 
dtrcd  abortive,  by  a  /tcret  underflundingy  or  intrigue,  between  the  ^ 

courts  of  London  and  Vienna ;  in  confequence  of  which,  the  Oritiih 
ininiflry,  «r  rather  the  regency  appointed  during  the  king's  abTence, 
refufed  to  ratify  the  preliminaries  to  ¥fhich  their  lb vereign  had 
^Ecmi-igly  given  hit  afll'Dt. 

Loyal 
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FART  11.  LoYAJL  addrcflbs  were  presented  to  the  throne  iiy 
i^S.1744!  ''^  houfes  of  (nrliament,  and  from  9U  the  priaQpri 
^wns  and  coqxnations  in  die  kingdom.  The  duke  ef 
BiaribocQUgh  and  the  escri  of  Stair,  though  diiguAed 
vitb  the  court)  tendered  tlieij:  fervice  to  his  nuyeftj,  ui 
any  ftation  he  ihouU  think  proper  to  i^ame.  Their  of^ 
£br  was  accepted :  both  were  taken  into  fiivour  $  ami 
jdie  earl  of  Stair  was  appointed  commander  in  chief  of 
^  forces  in  South  Britain.  The  duke  of  Arg^e,  who 
had  loi^  diftinguiflied  himielf  by  bis  of^KiTition  in  par- 
liament, communicated  to  the  privy  council  a  letter  ef 
thanks  from  the  chevalier  de  St.  George,  containing  the 
moft  liberal  promifes,  in  cafe  of  his  elevation  to  die 
throne  *.  People  of  every  condition,  in  a  wofd,  who 
had  any  regard  for  civil  or  religious  liberty,  ipenied  to 
fet  their  &ce  againft  the  Pretender;  and  all  former 
grievances  were  forgot^  in  the  prefence  of  fo  piefing  a 
danger. 

Many  caufes  of  national  difcontent,  however,  flill 
remained  i  all  which  were  magnified,  and  induftrioufly 
pointed  out  by  the  Jacobites,  in  order  to  embarrafr  the 
Britifh  miniftry,  and  induce  the  king  of  France  to  make 
a  new  effort  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  family  of 
Stuart.  The  inglorious  fea-fight  off  Toulon,  and  the 
infamous  trial  of  Matthews  and  Leftock,  excited  die  in- 
dignation of  all  fincere  lovers  of  juftice  and  of  their 
country.  And  other  circumftanccs  contributed  to  revive 
the  popular  clamour  againd  the  mcafurcs  of  the  court* 

The  king  of  Pruflia  on  renewing  hodilities,  in  con* 
fcquencc  of  the  treaty  of  Frankfort,  bcfidc  the  mani- 
fcfto  which  he  publiihcd,  accufmg  the  queen  of  Hungary 
ctf  ambition  and  obftinacy,  (in  rejecting  the  reafonable 

j.  TiudaVt  ContUu  vol.  ix.    Smollett,  vol.  xi. 
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csfirs  of  the  finperor^  and  die  king  of  Great  Britain  of    letter 
AAcring  that  j^ughty  (pint)  fcnt  a  reicript  to  his  mini-     \_'  ^  ,'f 
flcr  lit  Cbe  c^urt  of  London,  very  artfully  drawn  up,  and    A.  D.  1744. 
idminhly  fuitcd  to  the  temper  of  the  times.    <<  I  hope," 
Ajshe,  ^  that  no  judicious  Engliihman,  nor  any  fin* 
^  toa^  jealous  for  ihf  conftitution  of  his  countr}',  can 
^  poO^y  iniftake  the  equity  of  my  refolution,  as  he 
"  ioaf  at  once  convince  himfelf  of  it,  by  merely  tranf- 
*^  porting  to  the  theatre  of  England  what  now  pafics  on 
^  JCbtt  of  .Germany.     For,  as  every  true  Englifh  patriot 

*  would  look  ynA  indignation  upon  all  fuch  intrigues 

*  as  ftouU  he  carried  on  in  his  country,  in  order  to 
*4^rofie  the  reigning  fiunily,  and  place  the  crown 
^  fgon  the  head  of  |be  Pretender,  and  would  oppofe 
*£ieh  pi^iSiccs  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power;  in  like 

*  manner,  there  is  no  patriotic  or  powerful  prince  of 

*  die  empire,  that  can  fee  with  indifference^  and  coolly 
« fyf^  another  member  of  the  empire,  fuch  as  the 

*  queen  of  Hungary,  to  attempt  to  defpoil  of  his  dignity 

*  and  authority  the  emperor  lawfully  elcdted,  in  order 

*  to  invjeft  with  the  Imperial  enfigns  a  candidate  defti- 
**  tule  of  the  qualifications  mod  eflential  to  fill  that 
^ai^^ift  throne.  In  coniiequence  of  the  fame  prin- 
"ciple,*'  adds  he,  ^as  no  German  prince  has  a  right 
'^  to  meddle  with  the  internal  policy  of  Great  Britain, 
« or  with  the  conflitution  of  its  government,  I  have 
^fime  grounds  to  hope,  that  the  Englifh  nation  will 
^  not  meddle  with  the  domeftic  affairs  of  the  empire : 
"  and  I  eiftertain  thofe  hopes  the  more  firmly,  becaufe 
**  England  can  have  no  inducement  to  take  part  in  this 
^  quarrel  froip  any  comimrcial  01  political  conjidera- 
^iions.'' 

Though  this  extraordinary  oddrefs,  to  fubjc£b  in- 
stead of  their  fovprcign^  did  not  meet  with  fuch  general 

appro* 
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baMy  1>ribed  by  the  cbttrt  of  Ver&illes  to  cajote  Mm  infif 
a  compliance  with  its  views.  They  affirmed^  thai  di6 
whole  Britifii  nation  was  diiaflfefled  to  die  feigning  h^ 
mtiy  that  the  body  of  the  peo^e^  loaded  vAA  ojppref- 
ftve  taxes,  and  longing  for  relief,  would  every  wfiere 
croud  to  his  ftandard  as  foon  as  it  fhould  be  ereded  $ 
that  the  regvdar  troops  in  the  kingdom  were  few;  and 
tha^  being  afliired  of  a  powerful  fnpport  from  Friiice^ 
be  could  not  doubt  of  befaig  able  to  recover  the  crownr 
of  his  anceftors. 

Charles,  who  was  naturally  confident^  encoiMg^ 
Juljr  14.  by  thefe  intoxicating  mifieprefentations,  embarked  it 
Port  Lazareyin  Brittany,  on  board  an  armed  veffel^  whidfa 
his  father  had  found  intereft  to  equip,  attended  by  the 
marquis  of  TuUibardine,  fir  Thomas  Sheridan,  and  t^ 
few  other  Iriih  and  Scottifh  adherents,  with  nine  hun* 
dred  fland  of  arms.  The  Elizabeth,  a  French  Ihtp  df 
fixty-four  guns,  laden  with  arms  and  ammunitidtt',  iMtf 
appointed  himf  as  a  convoy ;  but  fhe  falling  in  With  tte 
Lion,  an  Engliih  fhip  of  fifty-eight  guns,  was  obliged^ 
after  an  obftinate  and  bloody  engagement^  to  retum-  to 
Brefl  in  a  fhattered  condition.  Charles,  however^  pur- 
iiied  his  voyage  ;  and  having  made  die  circuit  of  Irefadidi 
landed  on  the  coafl  of  Lochaber.  He  iilras  ibttc  joiAdt 
by  Cameron  of  Lochiel,  and  fome  other  Highland  chieiky 
who,  though  they  did  not  approve  of  his"  raflx  and  iH* 
concerted  undertakingv  thought  diemfiblves  bound  isi 
honour  to  aflert  the  rights  of  a  prince  ¥rfaole  caide  iM 
dear  to  them,  and  who  had  thrown  himfHf  upon*  ^titk 
gcnerofity '. 

Tmk  naked  and  defencdefs  condition  of  &e  Prefai* 
der  was  too  evident  to  efcape  thr  6b&rvation  of  iM 

^  Tiadil'i  CmUm,  of  RapiOf  vdL  ix.    SmoEett,  vol  zi. 
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the  carl  of  Chefterfield,  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  -,  Mr.    LBTTER 
Gcofge  Lyttelton,  afterward  lord  Lyttelton,  one  of  the    |_   ^^^ 
cocnmiffioners  of  the  treafury  ;  Mr.  Doddington,  trea- 
fiixer  of  the  navy ;  and  fir  John  Hynd  Cotton,  treafurer 
of  die  chamber^. 

The  wide  bafe  on  which  Mr.  Pelham.  had  founded 
his  admtniftratioa  left  little  room  for  parliamentary  op- 
pofition ;  and  fadtion,  though  fecretly  plotting  new  re- . 
vdudons,  feemed  for  a  feafon  to  be  lulled  afleep.  Very 
liberal  fupplies  were  voted  for  profecuting  the  war  on 
the  continent :  vigorous  meafures  were  refolved  upon, 
as  the  moft  likely  means  of  bringing  it  to  a  fpeedy  con- 
cfaifion;  and  the  duke  of  Cumberland  was  appointed  a.  D.  1745 
coQunander  in  chief,  in  order  to  carry  thofe  meafures  in- 
to execution.  The  earl  of  Chefterfield  was  difpatched 
to  the  Hague,  in  the  chara£ler  of  ambafiador  extraordi- 
nary, with  a  view  of  perfuading  the  Dutch  to  become 
principals  in  the  war,  or  at  leaft  to  engage  them  to  fettle, 
and  fumifli  with  cxa£lnefs,  their  quota  of  troops  and 
fubfidies.  He  fucceeded  in  the  latter,  and  the  moft  fan- 
guine  hopes  were  entertained  of  fuccefs. 

But  all  thofe  hopes  were  blafted  by  the  fatal  battle 
ofFontcnoy,  Frefli  difcontcnts  arofe:  the  machina- 
tions of  the  Jacobites  were  renewed  ;  and  the  king  of 
France,  whofe  great  objeft  was  the  conqueft  of  Flan- 
ders, in  order  to  procure  the  recall  of  the  Britifh  troops 
Grom  that  country,  encouraged  the  young  Pretender,  by 
flattering  promifes  and  falfe  reprefentations,  to  attempt 
a  deicent  in  the  North  of  Scotland.  ReprefcnutionF, 
equally  fiJfe  and  illufory,  were  made  to  him  by  certain 
Irifti  and  Scottifh  adventures,  who,  having  nothing  to 
lolc,  were  ready  for  any  defperate  enterprijfe,  and  pro- 

4.  Id.  ibid. 
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PART  II.  bably  bribed  by  the  c6iiit  of  VerbiOes  to  cajote  him  intt 
^^^^'.  a  compliance  with  its  views.  Theyaffimiecl,  thai  fte 
whole  Britifii  nation  was  diiaflfefled  to  die  reigning  fa- 
mily that  the  body  of  the  peo^e^  loaded  i^di  ojppreT- 
fivc  taxes,  and  longing  for  relief,  would  every  wtiere 
croud  to  his  ftandard  as  foon  as  it  (hould  be  ereded  ^ 
that  the  regvdar  troops  in  the  kingdom  were  few;  wad 
tha^  being  aflinred  of  a  powerful  fnpport  from  France^ 
be  could  not  doubt  of  behig  able  to  recover  die  crownr 
of  his  anceftors. 

Charles,  who  was  naturally  confident^  encoiMged 
J11IXT4.  by  diefe  intoxicating  mifreprefentations,  embarked  ■;i^ 
Port  Lazare,  in  Brittany,  on  board  an'  armed  veflfel^  whidil 
his  father  had  found  intereft  to  equip,  attended  by  ibe 
marquis  of  TuUibardine,  fir  Thomas  Sheridan,  and  % 
few  other  Iriih  and  ScottiA  adherents,  with  nine  hun* 
dred  ftand  of  arms.  The  Elizabedi,  a  French  Ihip  df 
fixty-four  guns,  laden  widi  arms  and  ammunitioti;  wtfs^ 
appointed  him  as  a  convoy ;  but  ihe  falling  in  With  tho 
Lion,  an  Engliih  fliip  of  fifty-eight  guns,  was  obliged^ 
sifter  an  obftinate  and  bloody  engagement^  to  return  to 
Breft  in  a  fhattered  condition.  Charles,  howeveri  pur« 
iued  his  voyage  ;  and  having  made  die  circuit  of  Irelandi 
landed  on  the  coafl  of  Lochaber.  He  iHras  didne  joihed 
by  Cameron  of  Lochiel,  and  fome  other  Highland  chieft^ 
who,  though  they  did  not  approve  of  his  rafh  and  iH« 
concerted  undertaking-,  thought  diemielves  bound  bi 
honour  to  aflert  the  rights  of  a  prince  ¥rfaole  caufe  wai 
dear  to  diem,  and  who  had  thrown  himfHf  upondMf 
gcncrofity '. 

The  naked  and  defencelefs  condition  of  die  Prefth* 
der  was  too  evident  to  efcape  throbfervationof  tU 

^  Tiadil*!  CuHm,  of  RapiOf  voL  ix.    SmoEett,  vol  zi. 
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artfully  fet  afide  by  the  addreis  of  his  followers. 
Hii  dbfidcncy  in  arms  and  ammunition,  it  wasfind,.  A.J>'>i7^$* 
might  be  accounted  for  from  the  unforefeen  misfortune 
that  had  be&Uen  his  convoys  and  his  coming  without 
foreign  force  was  produced  as  a  proof  of  his  fuperior 
difccinment^  as  vrdl  as  of  his  confidehce  in  the  afFedion 
af  his  friends.     The  rooted  hatred  and  animofity  of  tfae- 
En^A  npinSk  the  French  nation,  it  was  ingenioufly 
urged,  had  been  the  chief  caufe  of  the  failure  of  all  th^ 
atetapts  of  the  httter  to  re^ftaUiih  the  family  of  Stuart 
en  the  thrbfie  of  Great  Britain ;  tiiat  a  perpetual  jea- 
loufy  of  ^  iiifiuence  of  this  rival  nation,  alwap  con-^ 
aefltod  with  the  idea  of  popery  and  arbitrary  power, 
eouM  alone  have  induced  a  great  and  generous  people 
fb  long  to  (iibmit  to  the  dominion  of  a  foreign  £imily,  iii 
culufion  of  their  hereditary  princes ;  that  thofe  bug- 
ben  being  chafed  away  by  the  magnanimity  and  he-- 
rnfin  of  the  youthful  Charles,  he  had  only  to  march 
fcuthward  at  the  bead  of  his  faithful  clans,  in  order  to 
be  joined  by  multitudes  of  his  father's  loyal  fubjc^, 
who  longed  for  an  opportunity  of  renewing  their  allegi^ 
aocr ;  and  that,  ffaouid  any  foreign  power  interpof;.'  in 
bdfidf  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  or  the  Britifh  troops  bo 
recalkd  firom  Fhnder^  a  fuperior  French  army  would 
be  landed,  to  complete  the  glorious  revolution. 

ThssE  plaufible  arguments,  recommended  by  a 
aogniiicent  fide-board  of  plate,  and  a  large  fum  in  ready 
fiioney,  which  to  the  frugal  Highlanders  feented  a  royal 
CieiTufie^  were  fo  well  received,  that  Charles  foon  found 
himietf  at  the  head  of  fome  thoufands  of  hardy  moun** 
taineerSy  filled  with  hereditary  attachment  to  his  family, 
and  warmly  devoted  to  his  pcrfon ;  in  confequence  of 
bis  open  and  engaging  manners,  as  well  as  of  his  hav« 

ing 
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FAR  T  II.    j^  aflumcd  the  ancient  military  drcfs  of  their  coiintty^ 

A.  D.  1745.    'virhich  added  new  grace  to  his  tall  and  handfome  figure^ 

at  the  fame  time  that  it  borrowed  dignity  from  Ud 

princely  air  -,  and  who,  from  all  thofe  motives,  were 

ready  to  (bed  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood  in  his  caufe* 

But  this  ardour  to  rife  in  arms  was  confined  to  th||, 
heads  of  a^few  clans  ^  and  thefe,  namely,  Lochi^ 
Glenco,  Glengary,  Keppock,  Clanronaid,  and  fome 
other  chiefs,  though  diflinguifhed  by  their  valour,  were 
by  no  means  the  mofl  confiderable  for  their  numbers* 
Political  interefl  had  drawn  to  the  fide  of  government^ 
or  prudence  taught  a  quiet  fubmif&on  to  the  head$.  of 
many  of  thofe  clans  who  had  been  the  grand  fupport  of 
the  Pretender's  claim  in  1715,  and  who  were^  from 
principle,  flill  attached  to  the  houfe  of  Stuart* 

The  eldefl  fon  of  the  attainted  earl  of  Seafortfa,  the 
head  of  the  Mackenzies,  was  a  member  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  as  was  alfo  the  head  of  the  Macleods.  The 
chief  of  the  Macdonalds,  the  mofl  numerous  of  the  Ja- 
cobite clans,  had  declared  againft  an  infurreftion.  The 
reprefentative  of  the  noble  and  powerful  family  of  Gor-^ 
don,  whofe  retainers  made  a  principal  figure  in  the  for- 
mer rebellion,  was  now  become  proteflant,  and  lay  under 
great  obligations  to  government ;  and  lord  Liovat^  the 
head  of  the  Frafcrs,  befidc  his  utter  want  of  principle, 
was  backward  in  declaring  himfelf.  Nor  was  this  all. 
The  duke  of  Argyle's  Highlanders,  the  earl  of  Suther- 
land's men,  the  Monroes,  and  fcveral  other  protefbuit 
clans,  feemed  fmcercly  attached  to  the  reigning  familyi 
as  were  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  low  country  of  Scot- 
land, a  few  catholic  and  nonjuring  families  excepted^. 
This  matter  is  but  little  underflood.  Th£ 

6.  Centiit.  of  Rapln,  vA.  ix.  written,  as  already  noticed,  by  the 
late  Ubcrions  and  intelligent  Mr,  Gathrie,  whofe  account  of  the 

rcbdlioB 
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*Thb  people  of  the  low  country  of  Scotland  are  ^^ELT5** 
^^^Uefly  Prefbyterians,  and  jealous  of  their  civil  and  reli-  u<^v«0 
Sious  rights.  That  jealoufy  led  them,  as  we  have  feen,  ^'  ^' '  ^♦^^ 
^o  take  up  arms  againft;  Charles  I.  before  a  fword  was 
^irawn  in  England.  By  negleSing  to  bargain  fo^  the 
^  exercife  of  their  religion  at  the  Reftoration,  they 
Here  again  expofed  to  perfecqtion  under  Charles  II. 
But  at  the  Revolution  they  took  care  to  fecure  both 
their  civil  and  religious  liberties,  which  were  farther 
fecured  by  the  Union.  They  have,  therefore,  on  all  oc- 
cafions,  iirmly  adhered  to  the  Proteftant  SucceiSon; 
and  were,  at  this  crifis,  equally  alarmed  at  the  idea  of 
the  Pretender  and  of  the  Highlanders,  whok  cruel  de- 
predations under  the  marquis  of  Montrole,  the  vilcount 
Dundee,  and  the  earl  of  Mar,  were  ftill  frefli  in  their  me- 
mory. They  were  the  moft  loyal  fubjeds  of  the  houfe 
of  Hanover  in  Great  Britain.  But  they  had  long  been 
difiifed  to  arms ;  and  were  therefore  filled  with  melan- 
choly apprehenflons  at  the  threatning  danger.  The  dif- 
afters  in  Flanders,  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  French 
power,  and  the  defencelefs  ftate  of  their  own  country, 
all  prefied  upon  their  minds. 

The  news  of  a  fortunate  event  in  Amer^  contri- 
buted in  fome  degree  to  remove  this  defpondencys 
namely,  the  conqueft  of  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton. 

That  ifland,  of  which  the  French  were  fhamefully 
left  in  pofleffion  at  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  through  the 

rcbeUion  in  Scotland  is  very  full»  circumflantial,  and  accurate.  The 
avthor  of  thefc  Letters  was  then  a  boy,  by  no  means  incapable  of 
memory ;  and  he  has  iince  had  occafion  to  cnnverfc  with  many 
perfons  deeply  engaged  in  that  rebellion,  as  well  as  with  many  em- 
ployed in  fupprefling  it.  He  therefore  confiders  himfelf  as  a  con- 
temporary. This  obfervatioo  he  means  (hould  extend  to  the  whole 
fabfequeut  part  of  ^s  narratioo. 

VoL.V.  K  negli- 
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PART,  II.  negligence  or  corruption  of  the  Englifh  miniftry,  when 
A.D,  174c.  Great  Britain  had  the  power  of  giving  law  to  her  ene- 
mies, is  fituated  at  the  entrance  of  the  Gulf  of  Str 
Lawrence,  and  is  ninety  miles  in  length  and  fixty  at  its 
greateft  breadth.  Newfoundland,  which  lies  to  the 
eaft,  is  but  fifteen  leagues  diflant ;  and  Nova  Scoda,  to 
the  weft,  'rt»  feparated  from  it  only  by  a  channel  adxxit 
twelve  miles  broad.  Thus  placed  between  the  territo^ 
ries  of  France,  and  thofe  ceded  to  her  rival.  Cape  Breton 
threatened  the  pofleffion  of  the  one,  while  it  prote<9ed 
thofe  of  the  other.  Louifburg,  fituated  on  the  eaftem 
coaft,  was  the  chief  town  and  port  in  the  iflandr  '  The 
harboor,  naturally  fafe  and  capacious,  was  ftrongly  fot'^ 
tified  ;  the  narrow  entrance  being  guarded  by  two  for- 
midable batteries,  whofe  crofs-firc  threatened  inftant 
deftrutSlion  to  any  fhip  that  ihould  attempt  to  force  a 
paflagc.  The  town  was  walled,  and  defended  by  all  the 
works  that  can  render  a  place  impregnable.  It  was  the 
^  key  of  communication  between  France  and  Canada,  as 
well  as  the  grand  bulwark  of  her  fifhcries.  And  it  was 
coTifidercd  by  the  Englifh  colonics  as  the  Dunkirk  of 
America ;  as  it  afforded  protc6^ion  to  a  fwarm  of  French 
frigates  and  privateers,  that  ruined  their  trade,  and  pil- 
laged thcni  with  impunity. 

lN?LUEN'crD  by  tlicfc  confidcrations,  the  Bridfh  mi- 
nillry  were  iiuhiccd  to  liilcn  to  the  propofals  of  the  peo- 
ple cS  New  England,  who  olFercd  to  undertake  the  re- 
duction of  Louifburg.  Commodore  Warren,  then  fta- 
tioned  at  Antigua,  was  accordingly  ordered  to  proceed 
to  the  northward,  with  a  ftout  iquadron,  in  order  t» 
pfotedt  the  tranfports,  and  co-operate  with  the  New 
England  militia  ;  which,  to  the  number  of  fix  thou£uidy 
April  10.  were  embarked,  under  the  conduft  of  Mr.  Pepperel,  a 
tnidcr  of  Pifcataqua,  and  landed  witttout  oppofition 
wlihin  four  n:iks  of  die  place.     The  befiegers,  though 

inex- 
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inexperienced,  were  brave  :  the  officers  of  the  marines     letter 
directed  their  operations;    and  commodore  Warren^     t_,     -,,f 
though  foiled  in  every  attempt  to  enter  the  harbour,  was    A.  D.  1745. 
able  cffcftually  to  cut  ofF  all  fupplies.     Seeing  no  prof- 
peft  of  relief,  and  threatened  with  a  general  aflault,  the 
governor,  doubtful  of  the  fidelity  of  his  garrifon,  agreed 
to  furrender  the  town  v  and  the  whole  ifland  of  Cape 
Breton,  or  (as  the  French  pompoufly  called  it)  IJleRoyalc^ 
inunediately  fubmitted  to  the  vi6tors  ^* 

This  conqueft,  the  importance  of  which  was  mtich 
kmgnified,  contributed  greatly  to  confirm  the  zeal  of 
the  friends  to  the  Proteftant  Succeffion  in  Scotland ;  and 
if  vigorous  meafures  had  been  taken  by  government, 
the  rebellion  might  have  been  crufhed  in  its  birth.    But 
George  11.  being  then  at  Hanover^  the  regency  appoint- 
cd^  during  his  abfence,  flighted  every  information  re- 
lative to  the  interprize  of  the  young  Pretender,  until  all 
North  Britain  was  threatened  with  fubjeftion.     They 
could  not  believe  he  would  have  the  hardinefs  to  land 
without  a  powerful  foreign  force ;  fo  that  Charles's  very 
weaknefs,  under  the  veil  of  his  temerity,  may  be  faid 
to  have  advanced  his  progrefs.     Defcending  from  the 
mountains  with  the  rapidity  of  a  torrent^  at  the  head 
of  his   hardy  and  intrepid  Highlanders,  he  took  pof- 
ffffion  of  Dunkeld,  Perth,  and  Dundee  ;  every  where 
proclaiming  his  father,  the  chevalier  de  St.   Geerge^ 
Kng  of  Great  Britain,  and  feizing  the  public  money 
for  his  ufe.     At  Perth  he  reviewed  his  forces,  and  found 
.  Aem  amount  to  about   three  thoufand  men.    Here  he 
disjoined  by  the  vifcount  Strathallan,  lord  Nairn,  lord 
George  Murray,  brother  to  the  duke  of  Athol,  by  tl^ 

74  Id.  ibid.    DougUs*8  Summary^  vol.  ii.    Smollett,  vol.  ii. 
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young  and  fanguine  duke  of  Perth',  and  feveral  other 
perfons  of  diftinftion.  And  the  marquis  of  Tallibardine 
having  taken  poffeffion  of  the  eftate  of  Athol,  which 
his  younger  brother  inherited,  a^  well  as  the  title,  in 
confequenct  of  his  attainder,  was  able  to  bring  fomc 
acceflion  of  ftrength  to  the  caufe  vAMk  he  had  cfr 
poufed.r 

Emboldened  by  thefe  promifirtg  appeartmccs,  the 
young  Pretender  proceeded  to  Dumblane ;  and  having 
croflcd  the  Forth  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stirling,  ad- 
vanced towards  Edinburgh,  after  making  a  feint  of 
marching  to  Glafgow.  Meanwhile  Sir  John  Cope, 
commander  in  chief  of  the  king's  forces  in  Scotland,  afraid 
to  face  the  rebels,  marched  northward  as  far  as  Invernefs, 
under  pretence  of  forming  a  junSion  with  fomc  loyal 
clans ;  leaving,  by  that  movement,,  the  c?.pital  and  the 
whole  low  country  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy. 

The  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh  feemed  at  firft  de- 
termined on  a  bold  refiflance ;  but  on  the  nearer  ap- 
proach of  the  rebels,  their  refolution  began  to  fail.  They 
were  apprehenfive  of  a  general  pillage,  and  even  of  a 
maffacre,  if  the  place  (hould  be  carried  by  afTauIt,  a- 
gainft  which  its  ruinous  and  extenfive  walls  were  but  a 
ilender  fecurity.  The  magiftrates,  therefore,  entered 
into  treaty  with  tlie  Pretender  for  the  furrender  of  the- 
town.     But  before  the  terms  were  finally  fettled,  a  body 

f .  The  head  o£  this  nobTnan**  fum'ly,  which  was  firongly  at* 
tached  to  the  houfe  of  Stiurr,  having  accompanied  Jamet  II.  into 
France,  was  thfre  created  a  duke.  He  himfeif  had  been  educated, 
in  that  kinj^dom  ;  and  fuccceding  uncxpc<5ledly  to  the  family  eftate^ 
'  Ite  had  lately  come  over  to  Great  Britain.  On  his  arrival,  he  flc^ 
Vfith  ardour  into  all  the  gaicrien  of  the  age,  and  adapted  himrdf.  Co 
every  mode  of  plcafure,  which  he  purfued  with  the  ^pearance  of 
jpddy  dilllpation,  while  forming  the  plan  of  aD  extetiilTe  rebellion. 
He  was  the  foul  of  the  Jacobite  party. 
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of  Higbbuidtrs  being  treachcroufly  admitted  at  one  of  letter 
the  gates  in  the  night,  took  pofleffion  of  the  city  guard-     .  ^j^ 
houfe  i  and  opening  the  other  gates  to  new  aflfociates,   A.D.  1745 
made  themfel^es  mafters  of  that  ancient  capital  by  morn* 
ing.    The  caftle,  however,  ftill  held  out.     And  thither 
had  been  carried,  on  the  approach  of  the  rebels,  the  trea- 
fore  of  the  two  Scottifli  banks,  and  the  moft  valuable 
cSeSts  of  the  inhabitants. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  fire  from  the  caftle,  which  be- 
ing (eated  on  a  rock  to  the  weftward  of  the  town,  com- 
mands the  whole  neighbourhood,  Charles  made  a  circuit 
to  the  eafl^  and  took  up  his  refidence  in  the  palace  of 
Holyrood-houfe,  the  kingly  dwelling  of  his  anceftors. 
Here  he  kept  a  kind  of  court ;  and  being  attended  by  a 
number  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  who  aded  as  offi- 
cers of  ftate,  he  ifliied  an  order,  with  all  the  formality 
of  lawful  authority,  for  folemnly  proclaiming  his  father 
at  the  crofe  of  Edinburgh.     The  ceremony  was  per-» 
formed  accordingly  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  three  ma- 
nifeftos  were  read  by  the  purfuivants.     In  the  firft  ma- 
aifefto,  the  old  Pretender  afTcrted  bis  right  to  the  crown 
of  Scotland,  declaimed  againfl  the  Union,  lamented  the 
hardfhips  to  which  the  Scots  had  been  cxpoied  in  con- 
fequence  of  it,  and  complained  bitterly  of  the  injuries 
his  faithful  Highlanders  had  fiifFered  from  the  eftablifh- 
ed  government.     He  promifcd  to  call  a  free  parliament^ 
to  abolifh  the  malt  duty,  and  all  other  grievous  impofi- 
tions  and  taxes  that  had  been  laid  on  them  fmce  the 
Union ;  to  reftore  the  Scottifh  nation  to  its  ancient  li- 
berty and  independency  5  to  proteft,  fecure,  and  ipain?- 
tain  all  his  proteftant  fubjefts  in  the  free  excrcife  of 
their  religion,  and  in  the  full  cnjojTnent  of  their  rights, 
privileges,  and  immunities.    By  the  fecond  manifcflo, 
he  conftituted  his  fon  Charles  fole  regent  of  his  domi^ 
nions,  and  particularly  of  the  kingdoms  of  Scotland, 

K  3  England, 
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PART  n.    England,  and  Ireland,  during  his  abfcnce.     The  third 
)ld.V-4c.    n^*'"^»fefto  was  in  the  name  of  the  young  Pretender  ;  and 
Charles,  after  enforcing  all  that  had  been  faid  in  his  fa- 
ther's firft  declaration,  commanded  obedience  to  himfelf 
as  Prince-recent  ^. 


^b^ 


In  the  mean  time  general  Cope,  being  joined  by  feme 
well-affeaed  Highlanders,  had  embarked  bis  troops  at 
Aberdeen  and  landed  at  Dunbar,  where  he  was  rein* 
forced  with  two  regiments  of  dragoons,  that  had  retired 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh  on  the  approach 
of  the  enemy.  Confident  of  fuccefs,  he  began  his  march 
toward  the  capital,  with  a  well-appointed  army;  but 
imderftanding  that  the  rebels  were  advancing  to  give 
him  battle,  he  pitched  his  camp  near  Preftonpans,  hav- 
ing the  village  of  Tranent  in  his  front  and  the  (ca  in 
his  re^r«  His  troops,  confiding  of  between  four  an4 
five  thouf4nd  men,  lay  all  night  on  their  arms ;  and 
Sept.  21.  early  next  morning  the  young  Pretender  advanced  in 
hoftile  array,  at  the  head  of  about  three  thoufand  un-? 
dlfciplincd  and  half-armed  Highlanders,  whofe  furious 
gcftures  and  rapid  movements,  fccn  dimly  through  the 
retiring  darkncA,  excited  unufuai  emotions  of  terror 
in  the  hearts  of  the  EngliHi  foluicrs.  Thefc  emotions 
were  not  allowed  to  fubfide.  Charles  himfelf,  fVanding 
in  the  fii;ft  I'nc,  gave  the  word  of  command  ;  and  draw- 
in-r  his  fvvord,  threw  away  the  fcabbard  'o.  The  Highlan- 
ders ruflied  on  to  the  attack,  like  fo  many  flurdy  favages, 
regardlefs  of  the  fire  of  the  artillery.  The  king's  troops 
were  thrown  into  diforder,  and  totally  routed.  The 
dragoons  inflantly  left  the  field,  and  could  never  after- 
ward be  rallied.  Five  hjndred  of  the  foot  were  killed, 
and  fifteen  hundred  made  prifoners.  Among  the  for- 
mer was  the  gallant  colonel  Gardijier,  who  fell  covered 

9.  Centia.  of  RapiD,  vol.  ix.  and  the  Periodical  Publisatioot  of 
-the  limes.  jo.  Id  ibid. 
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with  many  wounds.     Never,  in  a  word,  was  any  vidory  LETTER 

more  complete :   the  military  cheft,  cannon,  colouri^,  ^     .^^ 

camp-equipage,  and  baggage  of  the  royal  army  fell  into  A.  D.  1745. 
the  hands  of  the  rebels. 

Had  the  Pretender  marched  into  England  immedi- 
ately after  this  vi<Slory,  before  the  Britilh  troops  were 
recalled  from  Flanders  or  any  foreign  fuccours  could  be 
procured,  he  would  probably  have  accomj^fhed  the 
great  objef^  of  his  enterprife.  But  inftead  of  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  confternation  occafioned  by  the  defeat  of 
the  king's  forces  in  Scotland,  he  returned  to  the  palace 
cf  Holyrood-houfe,  to  enjoy  the  vain  parade  of  royalty. 
Edinburgh  proved  the  Capua  of  Charles.  There,  in- 
toodcated  with  the  flatteries  of  needy  expe£bmts,  and 
ftdnced  by  the  blandiibments  of  the  Jacobite  ladies, 
longing  for  his  princely  benedidion,  he  wantonly  wafted 
hk  time,  till  the  critical  moment  was  paft  ;  while  his 
hungry  followers  blunted  the  edge  of  their  ferocity  in 
fecial  indulgencies,  or  broke  the  nerve  of  their  courage 
in  fruitlefs  efforts  to  reduce  the  caftle,  and  get  poiTeflion 
of  the  public  treafure.  Meantime  lie  was  joined  by  the 
eari  of  Kirmanock,  and  by  the  lords  Balmerino,  Pitfli- 
go,  Elcho,  and  Ogilvie.  And  it  was,  at  laft,  refolved 
to  inarch  into  England. 

Ik  confequence  of  that  refolution,  Charles  publifhed  a 
new  manifefto,  faid  to  be  compofed  by  himfelf,  in  which 
he  promifed,  in  his  father's  name,  all  manner  of  fecurity 
to  the  proteftant  religion  and  the  eftablifhcd  church,  and 
declared  that  he  would  pafs  any  law  the  parliament 
ihould  judge  neceflary  for  that  purpofe.  "  That  the 
**  public  debt  has  been  contraded  under  an  unlawful 
"  government  nobody,"  fays  he,  "can  difown,  any  more 
«  dian  that  it  is  now  a  moft  heavy  load  upon  the  nation  : 

K4  «yct, 
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^  yet,  in  regard  it  is  due  to  thole  very  fubjeds  whom 
*'  our  Royal  Father  promifes  to  prote^  cherifb,  and 
^  defend,  he  is  refolved  to  take  the  advice  of  his  pariia^^ 
^  ment  concerning  it ;  in  which  he  thinks  he  wBts  the 
"  part  of  a  juft  prince,  who  makes  the  good  of  his 
^  people  the  fole  rule  of  his  actions.  Furthermore,  wc 
^^  have  in  his  name  to  declare,  That  the  fame  rule  laid 
^^  down  for  the  funds,  (hall  be  followed  with  relpeft  ta 
**  livery  law  or  aft  of  parliament  fmce  the  Revolution  i 
<^  a  d  in  fo  far  as,  in  a  free  and  legal  parliament,  diey 
"  fliall  be  approved,  he  will  confirm  them."  He  next 
declares,  that  his  expedition  was  undertaken  with- 
out affiftancc  either  from  France  or  Spain ;  "  but,** 
adds  he,  <^  when  I  hear  of  Dutch,  Danes,  HeifianS)  and 
**  Swifs,  the  clcftor  of  Hanover's  allies,  being  called 
^^  over  to  protect  his  government,  is  it  not  high  time 
^'  for  the  King  my  father  to  accept  alfoof  theaffiftance 
^  of  thofe  who  are  able,  and  who  have  engaged  to 
«  fapport  him  "." 

This  declaration  had  by  no  means  the  defired  tSkSt, 
It  did  not  efTeftually  remove  the  fears  of  the  monied 
men,  in  regard  to  the  fecurity  of  the  funds,  while  it 
filled  the  body  of  the  people  with  appreheniions  of  a 
French  invafion.     Every  one,  from  fome  motive  ocr 
other,  feemed  attached  to  the  eftabliihed  governments^ 
Loyal  addrefTes,   from  all  quarters,  were  prefented  tci^i 
George  II.  on  his  return  from  his  German  dominioo^s^ 
congratulating  him  on  the  reduftion  of  Cape  Breton, 
^nd  exprefSng  detefl.ition  at  the  unnatural  rebellion* 

Nor   were  thefe  addrefTes  merely  complimentarjc 
Above  a  thoufand  of  the   moil  eminent  merchants^    jj 
iradcfiucii,  and  manufatSlurers  in  the  kingdom,  ia  order 


! 
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to  fupport  public  credit,  figned  an  agreement,  ,That    Letter 
tbcjr  would  take  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  England  in    ^  -^— .1/ 
payment  of  any  fum  due  to  them,  and  ufe  their  utmoft    A.  D.  1745. 
endeavours  to  make  all  their  payments  in  the  fame  pa- 
per »«.     This  was  a  ftep  of  the  utmoft  importance ;  as 
it  not  CMiIy  prevented  the  danger  of  a  run  upon  the  bank, 
but  interefted  many  in  the  defence  of  the  Houfe  of  Hano- 
ver, wbcth  hearts  were  with  the  Pretender,  or  whofe 
nunds  were  wavering. 

Other  meafures  confpired  to  fix  the  unfteady,  and 
to  warm  into  zeal  timid  or  prudential  loyalty.  The 
Habeas  Corpus  a£l  was  fufpended,  and  feveral  perfons 
irare  tdcen  up  on  fufpicion  of  treafonable  pradlices* 
Sac  thouCmd  Dutch  auxiliaries  were  landed ;  and  the 
lower  of  the  Britifh  tr9ops,  recalled  from  Flanders,  ar- 
rived in  England,  with  the  duke  of  Cumberland  at  their 
bead,  Befide  a  number  of  new  regiments,  voluntarily 
niicd  by  the  nobility  and  gentry,  the  militia  of  every 
county  were  ailembled ;  arms  were  liberally  diftributed 
to  the  people,  and  the  whole  fouthern  part  of  the  king- 
dom was  put  in  a  pofture  of  defence. 

Notwithstanding  this  hoftile  appearance,  and 
die  formidable  force  that  was  now  collcdled,  the  young 
Adventurer  left  Edinburgh,  and  entered  England,  by  Kof.  6. 
the  wellem  border,  with  only  fix  thoufand  men ;  the 
duke  c{  Perth  ading  as  commander  in  chief,  and  lord 
George  Murray  as  lieutenant-general.  They  immedi- 
ately invefted  Carlifle ;  and  both  the  town  and  caftle, 
though  defended  by  the  militia  of  Cumberland  and 
Wefhnoreland,  fupported  by  the  inhabitants  and  fome 
companies  of  regular  troops,  furrcndered  within  three 
days. 

S2.  Id.  ibid.    Smollett,  yol.  xi. 
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The  whole  kingdom  was  filled  with  confternation  at 
the  progrcfs  of  the  rebels.  Terror  took  poiTeffion  of 
every  heart ;  and  the  moft  frightful  apprehenfions  were, 
at  the  fame  time,  entertained  of  an  invafion  from 
France,  where  great  preparations  were  making  for  a 
defcent  in  favour  of  the  Pretender.  The  militia  of  the 
maritime  counties  were  drawn  toward  the  coaft,  and  fig- 
nals  fixed  for  a  general  alarm.  But  the  vigilance  of  ad* 
miral  Vernon,  who  was  ftationed  with  a  fleet  in  the 
Channel,  and  efFeclually  blocked  up  the  French  ports, 
prevented  the  projected  invafion.  The  embarkation 
was  to  have  been  made  at  Boulogne,  Calais,  and  Dun- 
kirk, in  large  boats,  and  a  landing  attempted  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Dover,  under  the  cover  of  night.  Tlie 
troops  were  to  have  been  commanded  by  the  attainted 
carl  marefchal  of  Scotland  ;  who,  regardlefe  himielf 
of  danger,  in  what  he  efteemed  fo  good  a  caufe,  threw 
up  his  csmmifTion  in  difguft,  on  finding  the  French  na^ 
val  cffficers  afraid  to  venture  out  »3. 

Meanwhile  the  rebels,  having  left  a  fmall  garrifon 
in  Carlifle,  advanced  to  Penrith  ;  and  continuing  their 
route,  tlirough  Lancafter  and  Prefton,  took  poflefTion  of 
Mancheflcr,  where  the  Pretender  eftablifhed  his  head- 
nirartcrs.  Thinking  himfclf  now  in  the  heart  of  his 
Englifli  intercft,  he  promilVd  himfelf  agrcatacceffion  of 
K.rce;  but  although  the  inhabitants  of  Manchefter  re- 
ceived him  with  marks  of  afi^edtion,  and  celebrated  his 
;unval  vrith  illumination?,  they  fhcwed  little  inclination 
to  join  him,  and  the  people  of  the  country  ftill  lefs.  He 
was  only  able  to  raife  about  two  hundred  men,  who 
were  formed  into  a  regiment,  in  hopes  it  would  foon  be 
completed,  under  colonel  Townly ;  a  Roman  cathdic 
gcnJoman  of  fome  eminence  in  that  neighbourhood, 
and  who  had  ferved  in  the  French  army. 
13.  Cm/m.  of  Rapin,  vol.  ix. 

Charles 
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Charles,  who  had  been  led  to  fuppofe,  that  as  foon    ^^J^J.l^ 
gs  he  fhould  enter  Lancafhire  the  maJGrit)'cf  die  people 
would  flock  to  his  ftandard,  was  very  much  mortified 
5it  this  backwardnefs  in  his  reputed  friends.     He  en- 
deavoured,   however,  to  conceal  his  difappointment  j 
and  his  followers,  in  general,  wore  a  good  f*ice,  tJiough 
It  was  known  to  them,  that  general  W  ade,  who  had  af- 
fembled  an  army  of  fourteen  thoufand  men  at  New- 
cafUe,  was  advancing  through  Yorkfliire,  a!id  that  the 
duke  of  Cumberland,  afTifted  by  Sir  John  Ligonier,  had 
taken  poft  near  Liichiield  with  thirteen  thoufand  ve- 
teran troops,     A  council  of  war  was  called ;  and  it  was 
leMved  to  proceed  by  the  way  of  Chefter  and"  Liverpool 
into  Wales,  where  the  Pretender  expected  a  number  of 
adherents.    But  learning  afterward  that  thofe  two  towns 
were  fccured,  and  that  the  bridges  over  the  river  Merfey 
had  been  broken  down,  Charles  took  the  route  of  Stock- 
port and  Warington ;   and  pafling  through  Maccles- 
fidd  and  Congleton,  turned  fuddenly  off  by  Leeke  and 
Aibboum,  and  unexpeftedly  entered  Derby.     There      Dec.  5. 
his  &ther  was  proclaimed  with  great  folemnity. 

Having  gained,  by  this  rapid  movement,  a  day's 
march  x)f  the  royal  army,  under  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land, di#  Pretender,  who  was  now  within  an  hundred 
miles  of  London,  might  have  made  himfelf  mafler  of 
the  capital,  had  he  proceeded  dired^ly  forward.  And, 
in  that  event,  the  French  would  probably  have  been  en- 
couraged to  attempt  a  defcent  in  his  favour;  while 
many  well-wifliers,  who  ft  ill  kept  at  a  diftance,  would 
certainly  have  joined  him,  and  public  credit  would  have 
received  a  terrible  (hock.  Yet  muft  we  not  raflily  fup- 
pofe  that  Charles  would  have  been  finally  fuccefsful, 
kid  he  even  got  pofTeflion  of  the  metropolis,  as  an  army 
erf*  thirty  thoufand  men,  firmly  attached  to  the  reigning 
fiuniljr,  cguld  have  beea  aflembled  'm  the  neighbourhood 
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in  a  few  days  ;  in  order  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  re- 
bels,  and  cut  off  the  communication  between  the  towr 
and  country.  And  a  powerful  fleet  would  have  obftruft 
ed  all  fupplies  by  fca. 

The  rebels  muft  even  have  hazarded  an  engagcmcr! 
before  they  could  have  entered  the  capital ;  for  no  foon 
was  it  known,  that,  having  eluded  the  vigilance  of  ti 
duke  of  Citnberland,  they  had  it  in  their  power  to  man 
fouthu'ard,  than  orders  were  given  for  forming  a  cauo^ 
upon  Finchly-common,  where  the  king  refolved  to  tal:< 
the  field  in  perfon,  accompanied  by  the  carl  of  Scur, 
commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  in  England.  And  all 
the  regular  troops  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  thi 
new  raifed  regiments,  the  volunteer  companies,  the  mi- 
litia, and  the  trained  bands,  were  commanded  to  hdh 
thcmfelvcs  in  rcadincfs  for  the  fame  fcrvice.  Little  re 
iiftancp,  however,  could  have  been  made  by  men  cher 
vatcd  by  the  fedcntary  arts,  nui  fed  in  the  bofom  of  a  va 
li;ptuous  city,  and  but  (lightly  acquainted  with  the  ufec 
arms  >  whofc  imngination  was  filled  with  the  ma 
frightful  idc;is  of  the  favjgc  ferocity,  bodily  ftren'^t 
ajid  irrcfiftiblc  valour  of  the  Highlanders  ;  while  the 
were  apprehcjifive,  on  tlic  other  hand,  of  being  evei 
moment  overwhelmed  by  a  French  invafion,  or  mafla 
•red  by  an  infurrc<Sion  of  the  Roniwi  catholics  'i 
They  muft  have  been  broken  at  the  firft  encounter ;  «nd 
as  George  II.  was  obftinately  brave,  he  might  have  funk 
bcneatli  the  arui  of  his  youthful  anugonift. 

Happily  things  did  not  come  to  this  extremity. 
The  Pretender  had  advanced  into  the  heart  of  England 
withcnit  receiving  any  confid^rable  acceiTion  of  force,  or 
being  joined  by  any  perfon  of  diftinftion.     It  appeared 

14,  Id.  ib:d.  Smollett,  voKiI. 
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as  if  all  the  Jacobites  in  the  kingdom  had  been  annihi-     I-ktter  . 
hted.  The  Welch  took  no  meafures  for  exciting  an  iu-    >     ^    _j 
funrdion  in  his  favour,  nor  did  the  French  attempt  an    A.  D.  1743% 
invanon  for  his  fupport.    He  lay,  with  a  handful  of  men, 
between  two  powerful  armies,  in  the  midft  of  winter, 
and  in  a  country  hoftile  to  him •    Having  inconfiderately 
§ient  fome  time  at  D«rby,  he  could  not  now  enter  the 
metropolis  without  hazarding  a  battle  with  one  of  thofe 
tnnies,  and  a  defeat  muft  have  proved  fatal  to  himfelf 
and  all  his  adhertnts.     It  was  therefore  refolved  in  a  ^ 
council  of  war,  by  the  majority  of  the  Highland  chiefs, 
tDmarchback  into  Scotland,  where  the  Pretender  *saflairs 
liad  taken  a  fortunate  turn ;  although  Charles  himfcif, 
Ac  duke  of  Perth,  and  Cameron  of  Loclvel,  were  for 
proceeding  to  London,  be  the  event  what  it  might. 
And  Aey  perhaps  were  right ;  efpecially  as  they  were 
tuider  the  neceffity  of  making  a  retreat  in  the  face  of  two 
fttpcrior  armies  ;   a  retreat  which,   it  was  to  be  feared, 
befide  the  danger  attending  it,  would  utterly  ruin  their 
Caule  in  England,  and  greatly  dlfpirit  their  friends  in 
Scotland.  A  retreat  however  was  attempted ;    and  con- 
duced with  a  degree  of  intrepidity,  regularity,  expedi- 
toin,  and  addref?,  unparalleled  in  the  hiflory  of  nations, 
byany  body  of  men  under  circumftanccs  equally  adverfe. 

On  the  third  day  after  the  rebels  left  Derby,  they  ar* 

rived  at  Mancheftcr,  and  proceeded  to  Preflon,  without 

4c  lofs  of  a  fingle  man  ;   though  the  bridges  were 

broken  dpwn,  the  roads  damaged,  the  beacons  lighted 

to  alarm  the  country,   and  detachments  of  horfe  fcnt 

fipm  both  the  royal  armies  to  harrafs  them  on  their 

march..   They  were  overtaken,  however,  at  the  village 

of  Clifton,  near  Penrith,  by  the  duke  of  Cumberland  in 

pcrfbn,  at  the  head  of  his  cavalry.    Lord  George  Mur- 

lay,  wha  commanded  their  rear-guard,  compofed  of  the 

dan  of  die  Macpherfons,  the  moft  ferocious  of  all  the 

Highland 
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>il>ART  IT.     Highland  tribes, .  thrcw*himfelf  into  the  village,  in  ordc^ 
aTdTi^.    ^^  obilru6t  the  purfuit ;  and  perceiving  that  the  roy^ 
army  confifted  only  of  cavalry  (fof  which,  inftead 
their  former  ten  of,  the  Higlilandcrs  had  acquired  a  cc^ 
tempt,  fincethe  battle  of  Preftonpans),  he  fent  an  cxpi — - 
after  the  main  body  of  the  rebels,  entreating  them  to 
turn,  and  hazard  an  engagement.    No  fegard  wzs  pai<^5 
his  mcffage  J  yet  he  refolved  to  maintain  his  poft.  He 
cordingly  put  himfelf  in  a  pofture  of  defence  ;  repi^^ 
a  party  of  horfe  5  combated  for  an  hour  a  body  of      d 
mounted  dragoons  ;  and  then^  having  folly  accompYi^ 
ed  his  purpofe,  proceeded  unmolefted  to  the  render  vom 
Dec.  J  8.    of  the  Pretender  at  Penrith* 

On  the  arrival  of  lord  George  Murray,  it  vras  dclibcr* 
ated  by  the  rebel  chiefs,  whether  they  fliould  pro&cuf^e 
their  march,  or  turn  back  and  give  battle  to  the  duke  <^ 
Cumberland,  before  he  could  be  joined  by  his  infantry 
But  it  appearing  upon  enquiry,  that  fuch  ajunfti^^' 
might  foon  be  formed,  and  without  their  knowledge 
tlicy  continued  their  retreat  to  Carlifle.     There  tl«.^; 
drew  up  their  forces,    and  feemed  determined  to  vrsti 
the  appro^ich  of  their  purfuers.     Underftanding,  ho'wr-' 
ever,  that  the  duke  of  Cumberland's  army  had  been  re- 
inforced by  fcveral  battalions  of  foot,  and  a  fquadron  of 
horfe,  from  Wade's  divifion,  they  changed  their  refoJu-* 
tion;  and  having  augmented  the  garrifon  of  Carlifle,  by 
throwing  into  the  place  the  Manchcfter  volunteers,  they 
croffed  the  river  Eden,  and  pafied  into  Scotland,  with*  it 
out  lofing  above  fifty  men,  during  their  whole  cxpedi* 
tiOUy  by  fickncfs,  fatigue,  the  fword  of  the  enemy,  of 
bavinjj  one  llraggler  behind  them  15, 

After,  the  a£lion  at  Clifton,  the  duke  of  Cumber* 
land  found  it  ncccflary  to  halt,  and  give  bis  troopsi 


15.  Id.  ibld« 
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idHch  had  ^n. roughly  handled,  fome  refpite.     He    LETTfji 
was  there  joined  by  his  infantry :  and  his  whc^e  army     «  ^ 

advanced  to  Carlifle,  in  three  columns.  The  garrifon,  A-D.i74S« 
though  ill  fupplied  with  engineers,  made  a  {hew  of  re- 
iiftance ;  but  no  fooner  were  the  batteries  opened  a- 
gainft  die  place  than  die  rebels  found  themfelves  under 
the  neceffity  of  funendering  at  difcretion.  The  pri- 
feners,  amounting  to  about  four  hundred,  were  com- 
mitted todofe  confinement  *,  and  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land returned  to  London,  where  he  was  received  with  as 
much  eclat  as  if  he  had  gained  a  complete  vi6lory,  every 
one  fuppofmg  that  the  rebellion  was  eventually  extin- 
guifhed. 

ThiS)  however,  vsras  by  no  means  the  cafe.     The 

Pretender's  force  was  yet  unbroken  ;   and  if  the  feilure 

of  his  expedition  into  England  had  difcouraged  fome  or 

his  more  fanguine  followers,    his  rapid  progrefs  and 

gallant  retreat  had  fhed  new  luflre  over  his  arms.     The 

Englifh  Jacobites,   whom  fear  alone  had  witheld  from 

joining  him,  thinking  every  moment  that  his  flender 

band  would  be  crufhed,  now  reproached  themfelves  for 

tiieir  pufillanimity,  in  not  abetting  that  caufe  which  they 

loved,  and  to  which  their  aid  might  have  given  the  af- 

cejidant.     In  a  word,   had  he  been  properly  fupplied 

widi  arms,  money,  and  military  ftorcs,  from  PVance; 

ind  with  what  he  wanted  no  lefs,  a  few  able  engineers 

and  experienced  officers,  the  conteft  might  fWl  have 

been  doubtful  whether  the  houfe  of  Stuart  or  that  of 

Hanover  Chould  fit  on  the  throne  of  Great  Britain- 

BuT  let  us  leave  thefe  political  conje(Slures,  and  take 
a  view  of  the  fhite  of  Scotland,  and  of  the  daring  Ad- 
Tenturer  in  his  courfe. 

Q  SooNT 
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PART  u.  Soon  after  the  rebels  left  Edinburgh,  general  Wadcp 
A.  D,  1745.  ^^^  commanded  in  the  north  of  England ;  fent  a  body 
of  troops  for  the  prote£Uon  of  that  city.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Glafgow  raifed  a  regiment  for  their  own  de- 
fence :  other  towns  foOowed  their  example ;  and  all  the 
Argylefliire  Highlanders  were  in  arms  for  the  fiipport 
of  government.  The  people  of  the  fouth  and  weft  <rf" 
Scotland,  animated  by  the  harangues  of  the  pre(byterian 
clergy,  and  ftimuktcdby  their  intuitive,  or  habitual  hoT'* 
ror  againft  popery  and  arbitrary  power,  appeared  only 
to  increafo  in  loyalty  during  the  moft  prof^ierous  fortune 
of  the  Pretender.  Their  zeal  for  the  Proteftant  Suc- 
ceifion,  as  fettled  in  the  family  of  Brunfwick,  became 
•warmer  in  proportion  to  his  fucccfs,  and  the  danger  to 
vfhich  it  fecmcd  expofed ;  for  they  paid  no  regard  to 
his  declarations  in  regard  to  religion,  and  very  little  to 
thofe  of  a  civil  nature.  **  Kirk  and  King  !"  was  the 
univcrfal  cry. 

The  ftateof  affairs  was  very  different  in  the  north  of 
Scotland.  The  majority  of  the  people,  beyond  the  river 
'J^ay,  being  chiefly  Papifts,  Nonjurors,  or  luke  warm 
Prc{b)terians,  were  difpofcd  to  favour  the  re-eftabliih- 
mcnt  of  the  houfc  of  Stuart.  But  many  of  the  leading 
men  were  attached  to  the  reigning  family  by  motives 
of  intereft,  ambition,  inclination,  gratitude,  and  exerted 
tiicmfelxcs  zcaloufly  for  the  fupport  of  government. 
( )Ae  of  the  moft  diflinguiftied  of  thofe  was  Duncan 
Forbes  of  Cullodeii,  lord  prcfident  of  the  Court  of  Scf- 
fioa  ;  a  men  of  cxtenfive  knowledge,  great  talents^  en- 
gaging manners,  and  equally  refpedled  for  his  public 
and  private  virtues.  To  him,  perhaps,  the  houfe  of  Ha- 
nover owes  its  continuance  on  the  throne  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  we  the  enjoyment  of  our  happy  conflitution. 
Ilcconiirmcd  in  their  allegiance  feveral  chieftians,  who 

began 
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begto  to  wiver :  ibme  he  induced,  by  die  force  of  his    UtteH 


tfguiueiitf,  to  xeaounce  their  former  principles,  and 

0pfpoft  that  ctuTe  which  they  meant  to  abet ;  others  he  A.D'r74i< 

perfiiaded  to  ttmain  quiet)  from  prudential  confident- 

ti(»is.    In  thefe  views  he  was  warmly  feconded  by  the 

earl  of  Loudon,  who  commanded  the  king's  forces  at 

Invemefs ;    where  he  was  joined  by  twelve  hundred 

men,  under  the  earl  of  Sudierland ;  by  a  confiderable 

number,  under  lord  Rae  i  and)  befide  the  Grants  anJ 

Monroes,  by  a  body,  of  hardy  iflanders  from  Skie,  un* 

der  fir  Alexander  Macdonald  and  the  laird  of  Mac- 

!cod«^ 

These  advantages,  however,  were  counterbalanced 
by  die  prevailing  fpirit  of  the  people,  and  the  activity  of 
a  few  rebd.  leaders.  At  the  head  of  thofe  ftood  lord 
Lewis  Gordon;  who,  though  his  brother,  the  duke^ 
was  in  the  intereft  of  government,  had  been  remark- 
ably fuccefsful  in  arming  the  retainers  of  the  family,  as 
well  as  in  engaging  all  ii(kffc&cd  perfons  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Aberdeen.  The  earl  of  Cromartie  had 
railed  a  body  of  men  for  the  fupport  of  the  Pretender  ; 
a  conftderaUe  fum  of  money  had  been  received,  for  his 
ufe,  from  Spain;  and  lord  John  Drummond,  brother  to 
the  duke  of  Perdi,  had  landed  with  a  finall  reinforce- 
m^it,  and  with  liberal  promifes  of  farther  aiEftancCi 
from  France. 

Ekcouraged  by  thofe  flattering  appearances,  and 
by  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  Pretender,  lord  Lovat,  one 
of  the  moft  extraordinary  charadlers  in  ancient  or  mo- 

16.  C«ttMi.  of  Rapiii,  Tol.  iz.    Smollett,  vol.  xi. 

Vol.  V.  L  dem 


146  THEHISTORYOF 

PART  II.    dern  times,  who  had  long  temporized,  ordered  hit  fotf 
k^jy^iy^S'   ^^  P"^  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  Clan,  and  repair  to  the 
rendezvous  of  the  rebels  at  Perdi  '7.    He  even  iiuit 
round  his  whole  eftate  the  Fiery  Crofsj  or  general  de^ 
nunciation  of  fpoil,  fword,  and  fire,  nuuie  by  the  High- 
land 

17.  Simrm  Frafer,  lord  Lovat,  was  Sorn  with  infiniiatiiig  takoti^ 
And  exerted  his  whole  force  upon  mankind  through  the  channel  of 
the'r  vanity.  Utterly  defiitute  of  priociple,  and  dlefpifitag  Teracity 
at  an  ufdeU  quality,  be  aoeommodatcd  all  hia  adiont  to  hit  iiniiie- 
diatt  intereil,  and  all  his  words  to  the  deceitful  purpufe  of  drawing 
the  crcdtllous  into  his  Views.  And  although  his  natural  addrels  was 
homely,  his  pcrfonal  appearance  remarkahly  forbidding,  and  hiv 
flattery  too  obvious  to  cfcape  the  oBfenration  even  of  the  weak  lad 
the  vain ;  it  was  too  Ibrongly  applied  to  be  refifled  cntirdy  by  ate 
of  the  moil  moderate  tempers,  and  of  the  founde^l  underftandiog* 
1  hough  his  prujeds  were  generally  formed  with  little  jndgmcac,  ka 
was  bold  and  fearlefs  in  the  execution  of  them.  In  16971  ^  ^>^ 
entered,  with  an  armed  band,  the  houfe  of  a  woman  of  q«ality» 
fcized  her  perfon,  and  ordered  the  marriage  ceremony  to  be  per- 
lormed,  while  he  endeavoured,  with  the  found  of  a  bag-pipe,  to 
drown  her  cries ;  and  having  ftrippcd  her  naked,  by  cattinf  off  her 
flays  with  his  dirk  or  dagger,  he  forced  her  to  bed,  and  coofom* 
mated  the  pretended  marriage  amid  the  noife  and  riot  of  hit  baibar- 
Tous  attendants. 

Obliged  to  abandon  the  kingdom,  and  declared'  a  rebel  and  an 
outlaw  for  this  and  other  violences,  Frafer  found  means  to  obtain 
a  pardon  from  king  William ;  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  cooit 
of  St.  Germains,  by  becoming  a  catholic,  and  was  employed  by  the 
court  of  France  in  attempting  to  raife  a  rebellion  in  Scotland  ift 
1703.  For  that  purpofe  he  was  fumilhed  with  proper  credentials 
by  the  Pretender ;  but  iuftead  of  making  ufe  of  thofe  for  the  refto- 
ration  of  the  exiled  family,  he  difcovered  the  whole  plot  to  the 
Englifli  government,  and  returned  to  France,  in  order  tm  proton 
mo''c  full  proofs  of  the  guilt  of  the.  principal  confpirators.  Hit 
treachery  being  there  difcovered,  he  vras  thrown  into  the  Baftile, 
where  he  remained  fome  months,  and  muft  have  fuficred  thepnnift* 
nier.t  due  to  his  crimes  but  for  his  confummate  diffimnlatioQ,  He 
had  the  addrefs  to  make  it  believed,  that  aU  he  had  done  wat  for 
the  intcrcft  of  the  Pretender ;  and  on  his  return  to  Great  BritaiB» 
his  fufierings  in  France  recommended  him  not  oply  tothoprotedtipa 
but  the  favour  of  gorcnuncBt. 
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kndf  chiefs  againft  fuch  of  their  vaflals  as  Ihould  rcfufe  to    LETTER 
take  arms  at  their  command.     Near  a  thouiand  Frafers    ^       -  * 


J  inftantly  levied,  and  the  Matter  of  Lovat  invefted  ^  ^»  »74S' 
Fort  Auguftus.  The  earl  of  Loudon  marched  to  the 
idief  of  that  place,  and  raifed  the  fiege.  But  this  fuc- 
CC&  was  more  than  balanced  by  that  of  lord  Lewis 
Gocdoiiy  who  furprifed  and  routed  the  laird  of  Macloed 
and  Monro  of  Culcairn  at  Inverury,  and  obliged  them 
to  repub  the  Spey ;  fo  that  the  rebels  were  now  matters 
of  the  whole  country,  from  that  river  to  the  Frith  of 
Foftb)  and  every  where  impofed  contributions  on  the 
inhahitants,  and  feized  the  royal  revenue. 

Meanwhile  the  Pretender,  on  leaving  England,  un- 
jufbunimg  that  Edinburgh  was  fecured  by  a  fretti  army, 
hid  proceeded  by  the  way  of  Dumfries  to  Glafgow» 
and  impoibd  a  heavy  contribution  on  &at  loyal  city. 

In  17151  Lotzt  was  hi^hlr  fcnriceable  to  the  houfe  of  HanoTcr, 
Ij  affiftaog  ia  the  fapnccflioa  of  the  rebellion ;  and  becoming  after- 
wird  a  perlbnal  favourite  of  George  I.  he  was  nobly  rewarded  for 
hblsTalty.  He  even  formed  the  fchcme  of  ere^tng  himfelf  into  a 
kind  of  Ticcruy  in  the  Highlands;  pretending,  that  if  he  had  the 
diftribatioo  of  twenty*five  thoufand  pcundt  annually  among  the 
heads  of  the  Clans,  he  could  effedually  prevent  all  their  future  in- 
Ivfcdionf,  and  draw  them  infenlibly  into  the  ioterefis  of  the  reign- 
ing family.  Diii^poiotcd,  however,  in  his  ambitious  hopes»  and 
tfcbeiwife  diigoftcd  vrith  the  e(bab)i(hed  government,  he  again  re- 
lapied  into  JacobitiCcn ;  and  concluding  that  the  young  Pretender 
mtUbe  fnpported  by  a  powerful  foreign  force,  he  was  at  no  piioi 
to  coQceal  his  principlefl.  But  when  Charles  landed,  without  fuch 
ibfce«  L4Wat  refufed  to  join  him,  though  he  had  accepted  the  office 
«f  iocd4loitenant  of  all  the  countries  north  of  the  Spey,  Yet  wa«  he 
iadnfirioot  in  anniog  his  Clan  ;  in  order,  as  is  fuppofed,  to  procure 
apvdoo  for  hu  Creafonous  fpceches  and  pradices,  by  throwing  hit 
imeKBt  into  the  fcale  of  government,  if  the  unexpeded  fuccofs  of 
the  Pteteoder  had  not  induced  him  to  take  part  in  the  rebellion. 
See  Stmsri  F^en,     LosUari's  M*m,    Ltwa^s  Trial. 

L  a^  After 
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t^f^!^"'i  After  making  a  hafty  but  oppreiHve  tour  through  the 
A.  D.  1 745.  neighbouring  country,  he  diredted  his  march  to  Stirling^ 
where  he  was  joined  by  the  French  troops,  under  lord 
John  Drummond  ;  by  the  Frafers,  under  the  Mafter  of 
Lovat,  and  by  lord  Lewis  Gordon  and  his  vidorious 
followers.  It  was  now  refolvcd  to  inveft  that  town  and 
oaftle ;  the  latter  being  of  great  importance,  by  com- 
A.D.1746.  manding  the  bridge  over  the  river  Forth.  The  towii^ 
which  is  almoft  naked  and  defcncelefs,  furrendered  as 
fbon  as  a  battery  was  opened  againft  it ;  but  the  caftle^ 
defended  by  a  good  garrifon,  under  the  command  of 
general  Blakeney,  flill  held  out,  and  continued  to  baffle 
all  die  attempts  of  the  rebels. 

The  taking  of  the  town  of  Stirling  was  thereibrei  ifi 
itfelf,  an  event  of  little  moment.     Yet,  when  comipQed 
with  the  miraculous  efcape  of  the  Pretender  from  two 
royal  armies,  and  the  great  increafe  of  his  adherents 
during  his  bold  expedition  to  the  fouthern  parts  of  the    , 
kingdom,  it  ferved  to  occafion  frcfli  alarm  in  England)    i 
efpecially  as  it  was  confidercd  as  a  prelude  to  the  reduc* 
tion  of  the  citadel,  the  key  of  the  communication  be- 
tween the  north  and  fouth  of  Scotland.     Nothing  was     i 
thought  impofTiblc  for  Charles  and  his  fturdy  Highland- 
ers, v/ho  fcemcd  to  be  at  once  invulnerable  and  proof 
:4gainft  the  rage  of  the  elements. 

General  Kawley,  an  experienced  officer,  who hli 
been  appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  k  I 
Scotland,  in  the  room  of  fir  John  Cope,  was  ordcfd  j 
inftantlv  to  affemble  an  arnsy,  and  proceed  to  the  iditf  J 
of  Stirling  caiHe.  ILiwley,  who  was  naturally  bm^I 
confident,  and  even  profLimptuous,  having  under  llii 
niajor-gcncral  Hiifke,  brigadier  Cholmor.deley,  brigafc  " 
Mor daunt,  and  fcvcrai  other  OiEcers  of  diftiniftion,  aJ- 

▼aocA 


THEHISTORYOF  149 

vanccd  accordingly  to  Fallcirk  at  the  head  of  near  ten     letter 
rhoufend  men,  befide  the  ArgyleQiire  Highlanders  and     y_  -^-.If 
GMgow  volunteers;  and  having  a  contemptible  idea  of   A*^-  *74^ 
the  xcbels,  whom  he  had  boafted  he  would  drive  from 
one  Old  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other  with  two  regiments 
of  dragoons,  he  gave  himfclf  little  trouble  to  enquire 
after  their  numbers  or  difpofition. 

The  Pretender's  army  confifted  of  about  eight  thou- 
bad  men,  and  lay  concealed  in  I'orwood.  Informed 
that  the  enemy  were  in  motion,  in  order  to  take  pofTef- 
fion  of  Ibme  rifing  grounds  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Us  camp,  Hawley  commanded  his  cavalry  to  cut  them  J^n.  17. 
in  pieces.  But  the  event  proved  very  different  from  what 
he  cxpeded.  The  horfe  being  fuddenly  broken,  re* 
coiled  upon  the  foot,  and  a  total  rout  enfued.  Aban* 
doning  their  tenrs,  with  part  of  their  artillery  and  bag- 
gaige,theking'sforces  retired  inconfufiou  to  Edinburgh, 
liter  attempting  in  vain  to  make  a  fland  at  Falkirk 
They  left  upon  the  field  of  battle  near  five  hundred 
^un»  among  whom  were  an  unufual  number  of  officers: 
tnd  about  three  hundred  prifoners  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  rebels  >^ 

Had  the  viAorious  Charle?,  during  the  confternation 
occifioned  by  this  fecond  blow,  again  boldly  entered 
England,  he  might  poffibly  have  taken  up  his  winter* 
quarters  in  the  capital ;  or  had  he  marched  with  the 
oain  body  of  his  army  toward  Invernefs,  he  might  have 
cmJhed  the  earl  of  Loudon,  difarmed  the  loyal  Clans, 
doubled  the  number  of  his  adherents,  and  made  himfelf 
Afebte  mafter  of  all  the  North  of  Scotland.  But  his 
heart  being  iet  on  the  reduction  of  Stirling  caftle^  he 
lo4  fight  of  every  other  objeft.  He,  therefore,  returned 

iS.  Cm^a.oF  Rapin,  V0I.U.    Smollett,  vol.  xi. 
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PART  II.  to  the  ficgc  of  that  fortrcfs ;  and  after  having  in  vain  at- 
A.D.  1746.  tempted  to  carry  it  by  aflault,  the  mode  of  attack  moft 
agreeable  to  his  followers,  and  for  which  they  veere  beft 
adapted,  he  obftinately  perfifted  in  ere(5Hng  batteries,  in 
opening  trenches,  and  making  regular  approacheSi  m 
the  depth  of  winter,  to  the  great  diflatisfiiAion  of  the 
Highlanders,  many  of  whom  retired  in  diiguft  to  ibeic 
native  mountains. 

While  the  Pretender  was  thus  wafting  his  timc^ 
and  breaking  the  fpirit  of  his  adherents,  in  thefe  fruit* 
lefs,  impolitic,  and  ill-condu£lcd  operations,  the  natioa 
recovered  from  that  panic  into  which  it  had  been  tiiroirn 
by  the  rout  at  Falkirk.  The  royal  army  in  Scotland  was 
reinforced  with  a  body  of  frefh  troops.  William  duke 
of  Cumberland  was  appointed  to  command  it :  and  the 
affairs  of  government  foon  began  to  wear  a  new  fine. 
Though  unfuccefsful  in  Flanders,  and  confidered  by  pco-; 
feffional  men  as  no  great  mafter  in  the  military  art,  diQ 
duke  of  Cumberland  was  adored  by  the  fddiery.  And 
the  appearance  of  a  prince  of  the  blood,  it  was  hope^^ 
would  at  once  intimidate  the  rebels  and  encour^  diQ 
king's  troops. 

Experience  proved  this  conjedhire  to  be  well 
founded.  On  the  arrival  of  the  duke  of  Cumberhnd 
at  Edinburgh,  he  was  received  with  the  warmeft  cx- 
preilions  of  joy,  and  welcomed  as  a  deliverer  by  dhe 
loj'al  party.  The  prefbytcrian  preachers  went  yet  fiff- 
ther :  they  reprefented  him  as  a  faviour  fent  of  God 
for  the  proteSion  of  his  chofen  people,  and  to  take  vcn* 
gcance  on  his  father's  enemies.  Firmnefe  and  confi- 
dence every  where  took  place  of  irrcfolution  and  deipofh- 
dency ;  and  fuch  of  the  Jacobites  as  had  not  yet  taken 
up  arms,  forefeeing  the  ruin  of  their  prince's  caiile» 
remained  quiet. 
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As  foon  as  William  had  colle6lcd  his  army,  amount*    UttsR 
ing  to  about  fourteen  thoufand  horfe  and  foot,  he  ad-    ^      imlf 
vanced  toward  the  enemy.    Charles  at  iirft  Teemed  dif-    A.  D,  i74(# 
pofed  to  hazard  a  battle.    But  the  Highlanders  bdng 
much  fydfffcd  and  difgufted  with  the  (lege  of  Stirling 
cafik^  upon  which  they  could  make  no  impreffion,  and 
in  die  diferent  attacks  on  which  they  had  loft  a  number 
cf  men,  the  Pretendtr  rcfolved,  by  the  advice  of  his  moft 
experienced  officers,  to  abandon  all  his  pofts  on  this  fide 
tf  the  Spey,  and  proceed  nor^Mrard  as  a  fugitive  infleaj 
of  a  conqueror.    He  was  able,  however,  tomakehbn* 
ftlf  matter  of  Inyerneis,  Fort  George,  and  Fort  Au- 
gufttttj  and  to  oblige  the  ^  of  Loudoii  to  take  refuge 
ia  die  ifle  of  Skle.    In  a  word,  his  prefent  fucceis 
fliewed  what  he  might  have  done,  had  he  taken  this 
route  during  his  good  fortune,  when  ^very  heart  was 
big  with  hope.     The  well-seeded  Clans,  ^s  thpy  yrerc 
called,  who  now  made  but  a  feeble  r^fiftance,  would 
then  have  joined  him  almoft  to  a  man  :  and  many  per- 
fons  of  diftindion,  who  ftlil  wore  the  mafk  of  loyalty, 
irould  have  repaired  to  his  ftandard.     But  impolitic  as 
Charles  has  been,  he  was  yet  formidable ;  and  a  more 
perfeA  knowledge  of  the  advantages  of  his  fituation  was 
only  perhaps  neceflary,  to  have  enabled  him  to  repel  al) 
the  effefb  of  his  competitor. 

In  the  meantime,  the  duke  of  Cumberland  being 
joined  by  fix  thoufand  Heffians,  th^t  had  been  landed 
at  Leith  '9  foon  after  his  departure  from  Edinburgh,  led 
two  battalions  in  Stirling,  four  in  Perth,  and  proceeded 

19.  Thde  Kroops  were  fent  OTer  from  Flanders  to  replace  the  fix 
thoufaod  Dntch  auxiliaries,  which  France  infiftcd  ihould  be  recalled^ 
fM  psrt  of  the  reduced  garrifon  of  Tournay,  and  rendered  inc«pa- 
^k  by  the  articles  of  capitulation  of  fcrvtng  again  ft  hit  moft  Chrif- 
^jao  flujefty  or  his  allies  for  c'ghteen  months. 
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FART  II.  to  Aberdeen  with  die  m^in  body  of  his  army*  During 
A.  D.  1746.  ^^^  ^7  ^^^  ^  ^^1^^  indefatigable  in  exfercifing  his 
troops,  notwidiftanding  die  rigour  of  the  feafony  and 
in  providing  for  the  fecurity  of  the  country;  and 
Aprils,  as  foon  as  (he  weather  would  permit,  he  aflembled  his 
forces  and  b^an  his  march  for  Invemefe,  vfhert  Am 
rebels  had  eftablifhed  their  head-quarters.  Contrary  to 
all  expe^don,  he  was  permitted  to  pafs  the  de^p  and 
rapid  river  Spey  without  oppofition,  though  about  tfarse 
thouiand  Highlanders  appeared  on  the  northern  fide,  and 
the  banks  were  fteep  and  difficult  of  ^ent.  It  was 
not  dmidity,  hoWever,  but  the  prefumptuoufiieA  of 
their  leaders,  that  reftrained  the  rebels  fix>m  di(patng 
the  paflage  of  the  royal  army ;  a  refoludon  having  h^en 
taken  in  a  council  of  war,  in  fpite  of  many  found  argu- 
ments to  the  contrary,  to  leave  the  fords  of  die  Spey 
open.  And  for  this  very  extraordinary  reafon,  That  the 
greater  number  of  die  king's  troops  that  flioukl  pa6  die 
nver,  the  fever  would  efcape,  as  the  fanguine  adherents 
of  Charles  entertained  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  cut  off 
the  whole. 

Romantic,  however,*  as  this  idea  appears,  and  im- 
wife  the  maxim  on  which  ic  was  founded,  it  might 
poffibly  have  been  realized,  had  the  Pretender  after- 
ward followed  the  advice  of  the  more  cool  and  expe- 
rienced Highland  chieftains.  Had  he  refolved  to  afi 
only  on  the  defenfive,  and  condnued  to  redre  north- 
ward, difpudng  every  defile  with  his  purfuers,  until  he 
had  led  the  royal  army  into  mountains,  where  its  caval- 
ry could  not  fubfift,  and  whither  its  ardllery,  ammuni- 
don,  provifion,  and  baggage-waggons  could  not  be 
drawn,  he  might  at  leafl  have  obliged  the  duke  of 
Cumberland  to  retire  in  his  turnj  efpecially  as  the 
Highlanders,  from  their  knowledge  of  the  country,  the 
ffiendly  difpofidon  .of  the  inhabitants,  the  number  oF 
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Cve  cattlei  and  their  own  fpare  diet,  could  there  have    letter 
fbund  Cubfiftcnce  for  a  confidcrable  time.      And  the    ^    "^ 
glofy  connected  with  the  retreat  of  die  king's  troops   A.D.  174^ 
independent  of   every  other   advantage,  which  might 
hmve  nefulted  from  fuch  a  line  of  condu6l^  would  have 
been  of  infinite  (ervice  to  the  Pretender's  cauie. 

But  Charles,  who  had  imbibled,  from  his  hot-headed 
Irifli  adherents,  fidfe  notions  of  military  honour,  thought 
it  would  be  difgraceful  to  retire  any  further  before  his 
aatagonift.  He,  therefore,  determined  to  hazard  an  en- 
pgmenti  though  the  royal  army  was  not  only,  in  all 
fd^iefb,  better  appointed,  but  fuperior  in  numbers,  by 
at  leaft  one  third,  to  that  of  his  undifciplined  followers. 
And  having  failed  in  an  attempt  to  furprife  the  enemy 
fX  Nairn,  during  the  night,  he  marched  back  to  his  camp 
fin  Culkxien  moor ;  where  feemingly  in  a  fit  of  defpe* 
nttion,  it  was  refolved  by  the  rebel  chiefs,  fatigued  as 
idieir  men  were,  to  wait  the  approach  of  the  king's 
fofces,  in  order  of  battle  ^^. 

20.  The  followers  of  Charles  had  indeed  much  caufe  for  chagrin. 
They  had  hi^d  to  attack  the  king's  troops  while  buried  in  fleep 
■ndieairity,  after  celebrating  the  duke  of  Cumberland's  birth-day. 
fjord  George  Murray  undertook  to  condu(5l  the  cnterprife,  and  every 
Aang  ieemed  to  promifc  fuccefs ;  when,  after  a  march  of  feven 
ttiUs,  one  of  the  three  divifions,  into  which  the  rebel  army  was 
fefsedy  loft  its  way,  through  the  darknefs  of  the  night.   The  other 
two  divifioDt  advanced  two  miles  farther,  and  within  a  mile  of  the 
royal  anny,  whera  lord  George  Murray  fufpcding,  as  is  faid,  from 
die  neightDg  of  a  horfe,  that  they  were  difcovered,  ordered  a  re- 
treat.   fCmtiu.  of  Rapioy  vo^.  ix.)    On   this,  the  Pretender  ex- 
dumed  that  he  was  betrayed,  and  the  rebels  returned  to  their  camp 
aspcrceived  by  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  mortified  with  their 
di&ppointraeoty  and  ftung  with  the  reproach  of  their  prince,  whofc 
bagDloc  fpirit  would,  on  that  occafion,  have  been  a  better  guide 
d)M  the  timid  caotioOy  if  not  the  treachery,  of  his  general. 

The 
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p^RT  IL       The  duke  of  Cumberiand  left  Nairn  early  in  As 
il.l>.  I74JS.   morning)  and  came  in  fight  of  the  rebels  about  noon. 

^jjni  X*.  Xhcy  were  drawn  up  in  thirteen  divifions  under  their 
refpe^ve  leaders^  with  four  pieces  of  cannon  before 
their  centre,  where  was  ftationed  the  Pretender,  and 
the  fame  number  on  each  wing.  The  duke  of  Cumber* 
land  drew  up  his  army  in  three  lines,  difpofed  in  excel- 
•  lent  order  for  refitting  the  fierce  attack  of  the  rebels  ; 
(everal  pieces  of  cannon  being  placed  between  the  lines, 
and  every  fecond  rank  inftruded  to  referve  its  lire :  lb 
that  when  the  Highlanders,  having  thrown  away  didr 
muflcets,  according  to  cuftom,  advanced  with  their  broad- 
fvvords,  they  were  not  only  received  upon  the  point  of 
the  bayonet,  but  galled  by  an  unexpedled  fire  of  muf- 
kctry,  and  blown  into  the  air  by  a  concealed  artillery. 
The  event  was  fuch  as  Wrlliasn  had  promifed  himfelf. 
The  rebel  army,  after  an  inefteftual  ftruggle  of  thirty 
minutes  was  totally  routed,  and  chafed  ofl'  the  field  wiA 
j;;rc;it  flaughter.  The  king's  troops,  but  efpecially  the 
dragoons,  irritated  by  their  former  drfgraccs,  and  the  6- 
tigues  of  a  winter  campaign,  gave  no  quarter.  Near 
two  thoufand  of  the  rebels  were  killed  in  the  battle  an<i 
purfuit,  and  only  three  hunclrcd  and  ten  of  the  roy4 
ar«iy'S 

No  victory  was  ever  more  complete  than  that  gaine4 
by  the  duke  of  Cumberland  at  Culloden,  nor  any  more 
important  in  its  confequences.  All  tlie  Pretender'^ 
hopes,  and  even  his  courage,  fcemed  to  abandon  him  with 
his  good  fortune.  Having  too  foon  left  the  field  of  battle, 
he  was  advifed  by  lord  Lovat  tp  return  and  rally  his 
tWces  :  he  promifed,  but  declined  compliance.  And 
although  two  thoufand  of  his  faithful  Highlanders  re- 

SI.  London  Gazette,    April  26,  1746.     CMtin.  Rapln,  ubi  fup. 
Smolktt,  vol.  xi. 

7  (olut^^ 


MODERNEUROPE-  155 

fsAntdy  afiembled  at  Fort  Auguftus,  and  a  body  of  the  i^tter 
Lowlanders  at  Ruthven^  in  order  to  know  his  com-  V^vx/ 
mands ;  though  a  Ihip  arrived  from  France  with  forty  A.D«t74(« 
fhouJand  pounds  fterling  in  fpecie^  and  near  a  thouiand 
men,  who  had  not  beenat  the  battle  of  CuUoden^  were 
veady  to  join  him,  he  defired  them  all  to  diiperfb,  and 
wandered  himfelf  under  various  diiguifes,  in  woods  and 
wilds,  a  wretched  fugitive,  deftitute  of  the  common 
necefliuies  of  life,  and  in  danger  every  moment  of  fall- 
ing into  the  hands  of  his  enemies.  At  length,  after 
iiijBering  the  moft  incredible  hardfhips,  during  five 
mcHiths,  in  the  Highland  and  Weftem  Iflands  of  Scot- 
land,  whidier  he  was  chafed  by  his  blood-thirfty  pur- 
filers,  a  price  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds  being  fet  upon 
his  bead;  after  having  entrufled  the  fecret  of  his  life 
to  above  fifty  different  perfons,  many  of  whpm  were  in 
hm  condition,  and  who  knew,  that  by  betraying  him 
diey  fliould  be  enabled  to  live  in  affluence  ^\  he  was 
taken  on  board  a  French  frigate,  and  iafely  landed  oa 
the  coaft  of  Brittany. 

12.  Qn^  poor  gentleman,  wko  had  no  fliare  in  the  rebelUon*  btit 
whofe  bumanitj  had  led  him  to  admioifter  to  the  nccclfities  of 
Chirift>  being  apprehended  and  carried  before  a  court  of  jufttcey 
wit  aflced.  How  he  dared  to  aflift  the  king's  greateft  enemy ;  and 
why,  haTing  alwayt  appeared  to  be  a  loyal  fubje^,  he  did  not  d» 

E 7  19  the  Pretender^  and  claim  the  reward  offered  by  goremmcnt 
hisperfon  ?  **l  only  gave  him,"  replied  the  prifoner,  **  what 
^  ottve  (cemed  to  require,  a  night's  lodging,  and  an  humble  vo* 
••  pa^  And  who  among  my  judges,  though  poor  as  I  am,  would 
f  Imwt  fimght  to  acquire  riches  by  Tiolatiag  the  rights  of  hofpiulity, 
**  10  order  to  earn  the  price  of  blood  V*  The  court  was  filled  with 
T«T>frfiiwi  and  amaxemeot  at  the  fimple  eloquence  of  this  untutored 
orator :  fH^  fuit  was  difmiffed,  and  the  prifoner  fet  at  liberty.** 
So  much  ftrongtr  an  impreffion  does  fellow-feeling  and  the  fenie 
ef  natural  equity  make  on  the  human  breaft,  th^  the  didates  of 
political  law,  though  enforced  by  the  greater  rewards  or  the  fevere 
^niihments ! 

TH£ 
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BART  IL  The  heroic  att^hment  of  a  gallant  youth,  wbo6 
A.  D.  1746.  1^^"^^  ^s  ^i^  ^  l^vc  b^n  Mackenzie,  contributed  great- 
ly to  the  efcape  of  the  Pretender.  About  the  aoth  cf 
July,  when  Charles  bad  fled  for  fafety  to  the  top  of  the 
mounts  of  Mamayncallum,  in  Lochaber,  the  king's 
troops  furpriicd  a  party  of  his  followers  in  a  hut,  on 
the  fide  of  the  mountain,  and  obliged  them  to  furren- 
def,  aftei  an  obftinate  refiftance.  One  young  man, 
however,  made  his  efcape.  The  prifoners  aflured  the 
commanding  officer  that  this  was  the  Pretender.  AnU 
roaled  by  the  profpe^l  of  an  immenfe  reward,  the  fol« 
diers  eagerly  purfued,  and  at  laft  overtook  the  fugitive. 
They  defiied  him  to  fubmit,  as  refiftance  would  be  in* 
e&edhial,  and  intimated  that  they  knew  who  he  was. 
He  feemed  to  acquiefce  in  their  miftake,  but  refiifed 
quarter,  and  died  with  his  fword  in  his  hand,  exclaim- 
ing as  he  fell,  ^^  You  have  killed  your  prince  !*'— Inde- 
pendent of  thefe  generous  expreilions,  the  perfon  flain 
lefembled  fo  much,  in  all  refpeds,  the  defcriptioR  of 
the  Pretender  given  to  the  army,  that  an  end  was  im^ 
mediately  put  to  farther  purfuit :  and  although  govern- 
ment pretended  to  difcredit  the  report,  a  general  belief 
of  the  Pretender's  death  prevailed,  and  little  fearch  was 
thenceforth  made  after  him  *^. 

Charles  was  carefled  for  a  time  at  the  court  of 
France,  as  there  was  yet  a  poiSbility  of  his  beii^  of 
ferthcr  ufe  j  but  no  fooner  was  the  peace  concluded, 
than  he  was  configned  to  the  mod  perfbiSl  negle£l,  and 
condemned  to  fuiFcrings  more  fevere  than  any  he  had 
yet  experienced.  On  his  refufing  to  depart  the  king- 
dom, he  was  feized  by  a  party  of  the  guards,  pinioned, 
and  conducted  to  the  frontiers,  in  violation  of  the  moft 

23.  Coni'm*  of  Rapio,  vol.  ix. 
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ftleAin  engtgements  *^ ;  a  perfidy  for  which  the  articles    LETTER 
of  peace  could  be  no  apology,  as  France  had  the  power    y_^^^^_f 
tf  didating  the  ftipulations  of  the  treaty.  He  was  ruined   A.  D.  i746. 
and  betrayed,  like  many  of  his  anceftors,  by  thofe  in 
whom  he  confided ;  and  widi  his  fortunes  perifhed  the 
bift  hopes  of  the  family  of  Stuart,  and  of  their  adherents 
in  the  Bridfli  dominions. 

The  Pretender's  fulFerings  muft  have  been  much  ag- 
gnvated  by  thofe  of  his  unhappy  adherents,  unlefs  we 
fuppofe  him  devoid  of  all  the  feelings  of  humanity, 
and  of  all  fentiments  of  generous  fympathy.  Inmie- 
diately  after  the  battle  of  CuUoden,  the  royal  army  en- 
tered the  rebel  country,  which  was  cruelly  laid  waftc 
widi  fire  and  fword.  All  the  cattle  and  provifions  were 
caxTiedofF.  The  men,  hunted  down  like  wild  beafts  upon 
die  fountains,  were  fhot  on  the  fmalleft  refiihince :  and 
hot  a  hut  was  left  flanding  to  fhelter  the  miferable  wo- 
men and  children  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 
They  were  left  to  pcrifh  of  hunger  and  cold  on  the 
barren  heaths.  In  a  few  weeks,  all  appearance  of  re- 
bellion, and  almoil  of  population,  being  exterminated 
in  the  Highlands,  the  duke  of  Cumberland  returned  to 
London  as  a  conqueror ;  leaving  his  victorious  army, 
Tbnned  into  twenty-feven  divifions,  or  flying  camps,  to 
take  vengeance  on  the  furviving  fugitives. 

A  NEW  fcene  of  horror  was  now  exhibited.  The 
afperity  of  juftice  threatened  with  deflrudtion  all  whom 
the  relentlefs  fword  had  fpared.  And  although  mofl  of 
the  Highland  chiefs  had  made  their  efcape  beyond  (ba, 
and  many  of  their  followers,  the  number  of  rebel  pri- 
foQtrs  of  diflindlion  that  fufFcred  death  was  great  be- 

14.  Voleaire,  Sice,  L$uis  XV,  chap.  xzv. 

yond 


ii8  MODERNEtlROPE; 

PARTIL  pnj  example,  for  fome  centuries,  in  this  i/land.  Courts 
A.  D.  1746.  being  opened  in  different  parts  of  England  for  their 
trial,  where  they  could  have  procured  no  evidence  in 
their  fevour,  had  they  been  innocent,  and  where  every 
accufer  was  admitted,  (inall  pofSbility  remained  to  them 
of  efcaping  punifhment.  Seventeen  rebel  officers  were 
accordingly  condemned,  and  executed  at  Kennington 
common,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London;  nine  at 
Carlifle,  fix  at  Brumpton,  feven  at  Penrith,  and  eleven 
at  York.  They  all  behaved  with  the  greatcft  firmnefs, 
and  feemed  to  glory  in  dying  for  the  caufe  they  had 
efpoufed.  A  few  received  pardons,  and  die  comnxMi 
men  were  tranfported  to  the  plantations  *K 

The  earls  of  Kilmarnock  and  Cromartie,  and  the 
lords  Balnicrino  and  Lovat,  were  tried  by  their  peers 
and  found  guilty.  Cromartie  was  pardoned,  at  the  in- 
tcrccffion  of  his  lady ;  the  other  three  were  beheaded 
on  Tower-hill.  Kilmarnock,  a  nobleman  of  elegant 
accomplifhments,  but  defperate  fortune,  and  who  had 
been  educated  in  the  principles  of  the  Revolution,  died 
with  ftrong  marks  of  penitence,  either  from  ibrrow 
at  having  a£ted  contrary  to  confcicnce,  or  in  hopes 
of  a  pardon;  it  being  obfervcd,  that  he  lifted  his 
lipad  from  the  block,  and  looked  anxioufly  around, 
before  the  fatal  blov  was  flruck.  Balmerino,  who 
had  been  bred  a  foldier,  and  who  had  obeyed  the  dic- 
tates of  his  heait,  behayed  in  a  more  reiblute  nun- 
ner.  He  feemed  even  to  exult  in  his  fufferings  ;  but 
checked  his  natural  boldnefs,  left  it  fhould  appear  in- 
decent on  fuch  an  occafion.  Lovat,  after  trying  every 
expedient  to  (av«  his  life,  avowed  his  Jacobitifin,  and 

25.  Smollett,  voL  xi.     C$n:iM.  of  Raplo,  toI.  ix« 
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died  not  only  with  compofure  but  dignity;  feeling  the  ^J5IXf* 
juce^  furveying  the  cj;oud,  and  exclaiming,  in  (eeming  |_,  Ij 
triumph,  A.D.1744. 

JJulce  €t  decorum  eft  pro  patrla  mori ! 

^  *Ti$  great,  'its  noble,  thrones  ufurpM  to  fhake, 
•*  And  fweet  to  die  for  our  dear  country's  fake  »•/* 

Thus  was  extinguifhed  a  rebellion,  which  from  final! 
begbmings,  rofe  to  an  alarmiqg  height;  and,  at  one 
time,  threatened  a  revolution  in  the  ftate.  In  ordei* 
more  efie£hially  to  eradicate  the  feeds  of  difloyalty,  and 
break  the  refradory  fpirit  of  the  Highlanders,  the  heads 
cf  Clans  were  deprived  of  their  excluiive  hereditary 
jurii3i£tion,  which  they  had  abufed :  and  people  of  all 
ranks  were  prohibited,  by  a&  of  parliament,  from  wear- 
ing the  ancient  drefs  of  their  country  '7. 

16.  A  fentameot  i^  fttbllme  from  the  mouth  of  a  mtn,  who  hi4 
V^  in  the  habitual  Tiolation  of  eTcry  moral  duty,  and  whofe  (ble 
•bjed  wiys  felf-intcreft,  forms  a  fevere  fatire  ou  the  commoo  pre- 
tcnfions  to  patriotiTm. 

27.  This  ad  has  been  fince  repealed*  from  a  cooYi^ion  of  its  iiw 
Expediency.  And  it  is  truly  extraordiuary  it  (hould  ever  have  been 
itppofed,  4hat  men  would  become  more  royal  or  fubmiffivc  becaufe 
d^  were  compelled  to  wear  breeches. 


LET- 
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LETTER      XXX- 

A  general  View  of  the  Affairs  of  EuROPB,  from  the 
Treaty  o/"  Dresdem,  in  December  I745>  f  thi 
P^«cr  o/Aix-la-Chapelle,  in  1748. 

TH  E  treaty  of  Drefden,  and  the  confirmation  of 
that  of  Breflaw,  by  finally  detaching  the  king  of 
PruiSa  from  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  made  a  great  chai^ 
in  the  ftate  of  the  contending  powers,  but  did  not  dif- 
pofc  them  to  peace.     The  king  of  France,  encouraged 
by  his  pad  fucceflcs,  and  by  the  a|}fence  of  the  Britifli 
troops,  determined  to  pufh  his  conquefts  in  the  Low 
Countries  \  and  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  enraged  at 
Lewis  for  fupporting  a  pretender  to  his  throne,  refolved 
upon  vengeance,  as  foon  as  the  rebellion  in  Scotkuid 
fhould  be  finally  fuppreiTed.     Elated  with  the  exaltation 
<rf  her  hufband  to  the  imperial  throne,  and  having  nav 
no  enemy  to  oppoic  in  Germany,  the  queen  of  Htm- 
gary  hoped  to  be  able  to  give  a  favourable  turn  to  the 
war  in  Italy.     She  even  flattered  herfelf,  that  the  Cir- 
cles, or  the  Germanic  body,  might  be  induced  to  take 
up  arms  againft  France  \  and  that,  by  the  co-operation 
of  England  and  Holland,  all  Flanders  might  be  reco- 
vered, and  the  vi£lorious  houfe  of  Bourbon  yet  com* 
pletely  humbled. 

Of  all  the  hoftile  powers,  the  king  of  France  was 
firft  in  readincfs  to  carry  his  defigns  into  execiition^ 
Marefchal  Saxe,  to  the  aftonifbment  of  Europe,  and  Ae 
terror  of  the  confederate,  took  BrufTels,  the  capital  of 
Brabant,  and  the  refidence  of  the  governors  of  the  Aut 
trian  Netherhuids,  in  the  beginning  of  February.  Lewis 

XV. 
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XV.  joined  his  viftofious  army,  confifting  of  an  hundred     LETTER 
and  twenty  thoufand  men,  in  the  month  of  April,  and    |_,    -'.^ 
obliged  the  allies,  under  Bathiani,  to  retire  firfl;  to  Ant-    A.D.1746. 
werp,  and  afterward  to  Breda.     Antwerp  was  inveftedt 
and  reduced  in  a  few  days.      Nothing  could  withftand 
the  French  artillery  dire^Sled  by  Lowendahl,  or  the  aimy 
conduced  by  Saxe.  Mons,  reckoned  one  of  the  ftrongeft 
towns  in  the  world,  held  out  only  a  few  weeks.     St. 
Guiflain  and  Charleroy  ^vere  alfo  obliged  to  fubmit ; 
and,  by  the  lOth  of  July,  Lewis  faw  himfclf  abfolute 
ftiafter  of  Flanders,  Brabaht,  and  Hainault, 

Before  this  time,  prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  had 
afiumed  the  command  of  the  confederate  army  ;  which 
beiiig  reinforced  with  ten  thoufand  Hanoverians,  fix 
thouiand  Heffians,  three  Britifh  regiments,  and  twenty- 
five  thoufand  Hungarians,  under  count  Palfi,  now  a- 
mounted  to  eighty-feven  thoufand  men,  including  the 
Dutch  forces  commanded  by  the  prince  of  Waldeck. 
Coricluding  that  Namur  would  be  the  next  objcvSl  of 
the  French  monarch,  the  prince  of  Lorraine  marched 
toward  diat  place,  and  occupied  an  advantageous  poll  in 
the  neighbourhood,  within  fight  of  the  French  armj-, 
\<!^ich  was  encamped  at  Gemblours.  Marefchal  Saxc, 
i  who  greatly  furpafled  in  abilities  all  the  generals  of  the 
allies,  not  judging  it  prudent  to  attack  them  in  fo  ftrong 
a  fituatton,  attempted  by  other  means  to  accomplilli  »he 
defigns  of  his  matter.  He  accordingly  reduced  Dinanr, 
in  the  biftioprick  of  Liege,  and  thereby  acquired  the 
command  of  the  navigation  of  the  Maefe  above  Namur ; 
>while  Lowendahl,  by  his  diredlion,  took  Huy,  a  town  and 
caftle  of  great  importance  on  the  fame  river,  and  there 
fdzcd  a  large  magazine  belonging  to  the  confederates. 

In  confequence  of  the  reduction  of  thofe  two  placer, 

die  French  became  matters  of  the  navigation  of  the 
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PART  11.  Maefe  \  and  by  cutting  off  the  communicition  of  At 
A^D.'^i-^  confederates  with  Maeftricht,  obFiged  prince  Charles^ 
ff om  fcarcity  of  provifions,  to  quit  his  poft,.and  abandofv 
Namur  to  its  fate.  This  placey  rendered  famous  by 
many  fifgcs,  is  fituatcd^as  I  have  formerly  1^  occafioir 
to  obfcrvc,  at  the  conflux  of  the  Sambre  and  the  Meufe^ 
The  citadel  is  built  upon  a  ftcep  rock  ;  and  twelve  otber 
forts,  on  the  riiigcs  of  the  neighbouring  mountains,  feem. 
to  render  it  inacceffible  to  any  attack.  The  garriioQ 
confided  of  nine  thouiand  Dutch  and  Auftrians,  wiia 
defended  the  works  with  equal  flcill  and  refolution ;  yeC 
fo  powerful  and  well-direded  was  the  fire  of  the  French- 
artillery,  that  the  town  was  forced  to  furrender  on  Ac 
iixth,  and  the  citadel  on  the  fixteenth  day  of  the  fiege. 

Meanwhile  the  conibderate  arm]%  which  was  cn-^ 
camped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Maeftricht,  being  re- 
inforced by  (bme  Bavarian  and  Britifh  battalions  under 
fir  John  Ligonier,  prince  Charles  refolved  to  give  bat- 
tle to  tht  maiji  body  of  the  cnemy^  while  weakened  hy 
the  detachment  that  conduced  the  fiege  of  Namur. 
With  this  view  he  pafFjd  the  Maefe,  and  advanced 
toward  the  French  camp  -y  but  found  marefchal  Saxe  fo 
advantageoufly  polled  at  Tongres,  that  he  judged  it 
prudent  to  marcii  back  to  Maedricht.  He  u'as  fcvcrely 
harrafled  in  his  retreat.  The  confederates,  however,- 
behaved  with  great  fpirit,  and  at  laft  even  repulfed  theii^ 
purfuers. 

But  the  cnterprifing  Saxe  having  foon  after  formed 
a  junction  with  the  troops  that  had  reduced  Namur^ 
pafied  the  Jaar  at  the  head  of  the  whole  French  army  ^ 
and  the  allies,  fenfible  that  he  meant  to  attack  them^ 
took  pofleflion  of  the  villages  of  Leirs,  Warem,  and 
Eoucoux.  They  drew  up  their  forces  in  older  of  bat- 
S  ^ 
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tiei  and  made  every  preparation  for  receiving  him.     At    ^^i^ 
break  of  day,  the  French  army  advanced  in  three  co-    ^^ 
lumnS)  and  about  noon  a  terrible  cannonading  began.     v«-v 
By  two  o'clock  the  prince  of  Waldeck,  who  command-    ^^ 
ed  on  the  left  of  the  confederates,  and  againft  whom 
the  enemy  chiefly  directed  their  force,  was  compelled 
to  give  way.     The  three  villages  were  attacked,  at  the 
iame  time,  by  fifty-five  battalion?,  in  brigades.    As  foon 
as  one  brigade  was  repulfed,  another  advanced ;   fo  that 
the  confederates,  fatigued  with  continual  fighting,  and 
being,  by  an  unaccountabie  negle^  in  a  great  meafure 
deftitute  of  artillery,   while  the  French   played  upon 
them  with  above  an  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  were  st 
laft  obliged  to  abandon  the  villages,  and  retreat  toward 
Maeftricht.     They  lofl  five  thoufand  men;  and    the 
French,  who  did  noi  attempt  to  purfue  them,  near  ten 
thou£uid.     With  this  battle,  in  which  the  Aufhians  had 
little  (hare,  and  which  was  attended  with  no  important 
coniequences,  the  operations  of  the  campaign  in  the 
XfOW  Countries  ended.      Both  armies,  diflatisfied  with 
die  ifliie  of  the  adion,  and  as  if  afhamed  of  fuch  an 
idle  wafte  of  blood,  went  foon  after  into  wintei*quar« 
lers* 

Happily  for  the  allies,  the  houfe  of  Bourbon 
was  Ie(s  fuccefsful  this  fummer  in  Italy,  though  artful 
meafurcs  had  been  taken  during  the  winter,  to  acquire 
an  abfolute  fuperiority  over  the  houfe  of  Auftria  in  that 
tountry ;  where  Don  Philip  and  Maillebois,  who  had 
carried  every  thing  before  them  the  preceding  cam- 
paign, were  ftill  at  the  head  of  powerful  armies.  Lewis 
XV.  was  no  fooner  informed  of  the  defeftion  of  the 
Kng  of  Pruffia,  than  he  made,  without  confulting  the 
court  of  Madrid,  advantageous  propofals  to  the  king  of 
Sardinia.    And  thefe  propofals  were  accepted,  and  a  cef« 

M  a  fation 
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PART  II.  fationof  hoftilitics  figned'.  But  Lewis  had  foon  ralJ 
a^^^ST^^  fon  to  repent  of  his  rafhnefs.  The  king,  or  rather  thd 
qu^en  of  Spain,  who  w^s  flill  at  the  head  of  the  adrni-^ 
niftration,  enraged  at  any  difmembcrment  of  the  pof- 
feffions  intended  for  the  infant  Don  Philip,  reproached 
the  king  of  France  with  a  breach  of  the  treaty  of  Fon- 
tainblcaii ;  and  although  matters  wefc  afterward  ad- 
jured between  the  two  courts,  and  the  treaty  with  the 
kinc;  of  Sardinia,  though  fo  far  advanced,  broken  off, 
their  intcrofts  fuflcrcd  fevcrcly  by  this  mifunderfland- 
injr,  which  produced  a  temporary  jealoufy  between  the 
French  and  Spaniih  armies.  An  almoft  total  ina£lion 
V.M>  the  confcqiicncc  ;  a:id  that  inaftion  gave  rife  to 
iicw  iciloulics,  and  mutual  acculiitions,  which  led  to  the 
jrcatjft  misfortunes. 

MnANwniM-  the  kiug  of  "Sardinia,  the  moft  politic 
piijice  of  his  liiuc,  ha\ing  in  vain  folicited  the  (igning 
of  the  deiiniti\o  treaty  with  France,  made  himfelf  maf* 
tor  of  Alii,  o\v:  of  ihc  ftrongeft  places  in  Italy,  which 

1.  T?.\tri-..rv,  \.  McV.  rc:;;rc\l-to  Don  Philrp,  bcfidc  Psnni  and 
?]?.jcnri.i,  ::  •!•  :re*  of  tiie  dHcIiy  of  Milan  and  til  ^remofia,  htd  for 
It'  ihitlol-jcci,  o:j  ti^o  part  of  the  kim:j  of  Sardinia^  the  indtfpcnd- 
rijv'y  of  It :  y.  I:  tlicrc fore  provided,  That  no  Italian  ftjte  ihould 
>u'  uiiics:!'  til  tl«^-  ltov.-:!  of  France,  Spain,  or  the  imperial  cnywn. 
^ /.f* .-..:.'.' .Vv.;/.7--,  torn,  iv.)  Such  a  policy  was  pcrfe^Iy  Icrand, 
.;:id  touiiliciit  with  rhc  c!i;iraflca-  and  lituation  of  the  king  of  Sar- 
ilini'K.  »>*  OH'-  nf  thi  lt:ih*-n  princes,  hut  treacherous  at  ondoftktf 
coiifcdci  ai'.'  at.d  f  .InUiary  powers.  Yet  ius  the  fidelity  of  his  Sar- 
t;:nian  M  i-jiiy  l\.cn  ur'>erl.i!ly  extolled,  hccaufc  ihit  treaty,  to 
which  he  purriv'^iy  ac^  tdtd,  ;,nd  other  fecret  negociatiuns  and  io- 
irij^e.  in  wli-jh  he  wa-  cir^aj-.td,  and  which  were  defeated  by  le- 
vidental  i.:iLuni:!»;jjca,  !;avj.  hirherto  remained  in  a  great  mcafoic 
unknown.  So  precarious  a  thing  is  human  virtue  !  and  fo  Uttll 
•  c.mncx.o'i  often  have  the  fcemingly  meritorious  adioos  of  mar 
^ith  Cfic  U:uii'.v.t:uu  of  hoDuur,  or  the  real  ntotivu  that  inflaiaict 
€hr!r  ir'>nu>;:^ ! 
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vn$  garrifoned  with  five  thoufand  French  troops.     The     Letter 
pretext  affigned  for  this  violation  of  his  engagements     ^    ,     u* 
was,  the  danger  of  the  citadel  of  Milan  falling  into  the    AD.  1746. 
hands  of  the  Spaniards,  who  were  preparing  to  befiegc 
it ;  but  his  true  motive  was,  j;  deilrc  of  recovering  the 
confidence  of  his  old,  or  of  bringing  matters  to  a  crifis 
with  his  new  allie?.     The  fiiccefs  (5f  the  meafure  ex- 
ceeded his  moft  fanguine  expcvfta:io:;:^.  The  confederates 
were  confirmed  in  their  opinion  of  his  good  faith,  and 
the  king  of  France  was  ft  ill  amufed  with  aflli  ranees  of 
firiendlhip.     Don  Philip  accufcd  ?.  Ii.iilcbois  of  treachery, 
for  not  attempting  to  cover  Alii  =.     And  tliq  Spaniards, 
having  no  reliance  on  their  allies,  immediately  raifed 
the  fiege  of  the  citadel  of  Milan,  and  marched  to  Pa- 
via ;  while  the  French  general,  afraid  that  his  commu- 
nication with  Genoa  and  Provence  might  be  cut  pft'  by 
die  Auftrians,   whofe  ftrength  incr^afcd  every  day  in. 
Italy,  evacuated  all  the  countries  in  the  neighbourhood 
•  pf  the  Tanaro  and  the  Po,  and  retired  to  Novi, 

The  Auftrian  army,  under  prince  Lichtcnficin,  now. 
amounted  to  forty  thoufand  men,  and  that  of  the  king 
of  Sardinia  to  thirty-fix  thoufand.  Having  no  formida- 
ble enemy  to  oppofe  them,  by  reafon  of  the  mifundcr- 
(landing  between  the  French  and  Spaniards,  they  re- 
covered all  the  Piedmontcfe  fortrefles  ;  and  entering  the 
duchy  of  Milan,  drove  Maillcbois  from  Novj,  ravage^ 
die  territory  of  Cremona,  and  took  Lodi,  Guaftalla, 
Parma,  and  odier  places.  Mean  time,  a.  reconciliation 
having  been  brought  about  between  the  courts  of  Ver-. 
£ulles  and  Madrid,  Maillebois  formed  a  jundtion  with 
Pon  Philip  at  Placentia,  and  a  rcfolution  was  taken  ta 

a.  M<m,  dt  y«a'dUt,  torn.  iv.  And  he  would  have  (n-dered  that 
general  to  be  arrclled,  had  hi«  heat  not  been  moderated  by  the 
fCBSt  de  Ga^ei,  who  commanded  under  hiiq.    Id.  ibUU 
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rART  H.  force  the  Auftrian  camp  at  St.  Lazaro,  before  the  arrival 
of  the  king  o^  Sardinia.  An  attack  was  accordingly 
made>  and  fupported  with  great  intrepidity;  but  fo 
mafterly  was  the  conduct  of  prince  Lichtenftein,  and 
fo  obftinate  the  courage  of  the  Auftrians,  that  the  aflaiU 
ants  were  compelled  to  retire,  after  a  bloody  coiiteft  of 
nine  hours,  leaving  fix  thou(and  men  dead  on  the  field| 
and  about  an  equal  number  wounded. 

Soon  after  this  difafler,  Don  Philip  and  his  aflbciates 
received  intelligence  of  an  event  which  threw  them  into 
new  perplexity;  namely,  the  death  of  Philip  V.  6t 
Spain.     Weak,  but  virtuous,  he  was  governed  fuccrf-- 
fively  by  two  ambitious  women,  wlio  infiifed  frcfli  fpifit 
into  the  Spanifh  councils,  and  roufed  him,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  natural  indolence,   to  the  moft  vigorous 
meafures  and  moft  ardous  enter prifes.  The  firft  prince 
of  the  houfe   of  Bourbon,  who  fax  upon  the  Spaniih 
throne,  under  his  reign  the  flumbering  genius  of  the 
pation  began  to  revive,  and  with  it  the  (plcndour  of  the 
monarchy.     He  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Ferdinand  VI. 
who  at  firft  embraced  with  ardour  the  principles  of  the 
union  between  the  two  branches  of  the  houfc  of  Bour- 
bon, and  refolved  fteadily  to  purfue   the   objeds  for 
which  that  union  had  been  formed  by  Elizabeth  Far- 
nefe,  the  queen-dowager,  who  ftill  direded  the  coun- 
cils of  Madrid, 

Don  Philip  and  Maillebois,  however,  ignorant  of  the 
fontiments  of  the  new  king  in  regard  to  the  Italian  war, 
and  hard  preiled  by  the  allies,  were  defirous  of  fe- 
curing  a  communication  with  France.  A  retxcat  wit 
accordingly  agreed  upon.  This  was  thought  a  deipe- 
xate  expedient,  as  the  king  of  Sardinia  had  now  joioed 
the  Auftrian  army,  and  afliimed  the  chief  comjnaaL 

But 
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Bat  without  the  afllirance  of  immediate  fupport,  it  was     tRTTER 
perhaps  the  heft  that  could  be  adopted  in  fuch  circum-     ^       J^^ 
ilances,  as  the  French  and  Spaniards  were  in  danger  of  be-    A.  D.  1 74^. 
ing  (hut  up  between  the  Po,  the  Laml^ro,  the  Tidonaj 
ami  the  Trebia,  by  a  vaftly  fuperiorand  vidlorious  force. 

'  The  retreat  was  conduftedwith  great  ability  by  the 
count  de  Alaillebois,  fon  of  the  marcfchal  of  that  name. 
He  led  the  van,  and  his  father  ^nd  the  count  de  Gages 
brought  up  the  rears  yet  could  they  not  prevent  the  king 
of  Sardinia  from  attacking  them  to  advantage  at  Rotto 
Fredo,  where  they  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  but 
fixflained  a  ieverc.  lofs.  The  furrender  of  Placentifl, 
wUch  was  defended  by  four  thoufand  men,  under  the 
aiarquis  de  Caftello,  was  the  confequence  of  this  vic- 
ftory^ 

The  Piedmontefe  and  AuArians,  conducted  by  the 
Jung  of  Sardinia,  af&Aed  by  the  generals  Botta  and 
Brown  (prince  Lichtcnftein  having  been  obliged  to  re- 
;tire  on  account  of  his  ill  ftate  of  health)  now  advanced, 
to  Tortona,  which  was  furrendercd  to  them,  while  the 
French  and  Spaniards  took  Ihelter  under  the  caimon  of 
•Genoa.  Here  it  was  expe<£ted  they  would  have  made 
a  fhuid,  as  that  city,  by  its  fituation,  is  very  capable  of 
•defence.  But  the  marquis  de  las  Minas,  who  had  fiic- 
ceeded  the  count  de  Gages  in  the  command  under  Don 
Philip,  did  notjudge  it  prudent  to  hazard  the  lofs  of  the 
remains  of  the  Spaniili  army.  Maillebois  concurred  in 
his  opinion ;  £0  that  the  Genoefe,  after  repeated  afluran* 
ces  of  fupport,  were  abandoned  to  their  fate.  Don 
Philip  retired  toward  Savoy,  which  was  ftill  in  bis  poiTcf- 
fion,  and  Maillebois  Into  Provence^ 

The  retreat  of  the  French  and  Spaniards  was  im- 
ne^atdy  followed  by  the  furrender  of  Genoa.  That 
ien^btf  rejmblic  was  fubje^bd  to  the  mod  humiliating 

M  4  conditionSf 
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ronoition?,  and  the  proud  city  loaded  with  opprcflivc 
and  aibitrary  contributions.  The  arrogance  and  rapa-^ 
city  of  Eotta,  the  Auftrian  general,  to  whom  the  com- 
mand '  of  the  place  was  committed,  exceeded  all  dc- 
Icription.  And  he  was  encouraged  in  his  tyrannical  pro- 
ceedings by  the  court  of  Vienna  ;  which,  deaf  to  the 
fuppiications  of  a  diftrcfled  people,  feemcd  determined 
to  reduce  the  Genoefe  to  the  loweft  ftate  of  wretchcd- 
ncfs.  His  moft  cruel  exaftions,  and  even  thofe  of  Co- 
tcck,  the  eommiflary-gencral,  who  furpafled  him  in  ra- 
pacity, were  thought  too  mild  and  moderate* 

The  Auftrian  and  Piedmontefc  armies  having  now 
no  enemy  to  encounter,  the  commanders  were  employ- 
ed, for  a  time,  in  deliberating  toward  what  quarter  diey 
fhould  turn  their  arms,  Botta,  who  knew  how  much 
the  heart  of  his  miftrefs  was  fet  upon  recovering  Na- 
ples, propofed  that  the  Genoefe  fhould  be  compelled  to 
furnifh  tranfports  for  im^ading  that  kingdom.  And  had 
fuch  invafion  been  inftantly  undertaken,  it  could  not 
have  failed  of  fuccefs,  as  the  king  of  Naples  had  few 
regular  troops  befide  thofe  in  the  army  of  Don  Philip. 

The  CQnfequcnccs  of  fuch  a  conqucft  to  Great  Bri- 
tain would  have  been  of  the  utmoft  importance.  Spain, 
in  that  event,  would  have  been  under  the  nece/Ety  of 
deferting  France,  and  concluding  a  fcparate  peace.  And 
{he  would  have  been  obliged  to  purchafe  it  widi  the  6- 
crifice  of  her  moft  valuable  commercial  intereibi,  by 
giving  up  her  exclufive  right  to  the  trade  of  her  American 
dominions.  The  two  great  branches  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon  would  have  been  difunited ;  and  England 
and  Auftria  would  have  given  law  to  France,  after  hav- 
ing obtained  their  own  conditions  from  the  Cadiolic 
Jdng^ 

!•  JJ£ji,  dc  Noaillcs,  torn.  it.     Mmnnfur  Ut  AJeires  d'lisU,. 

But 
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But  the  king  of  Sardinia,  had  other  interefts  to  ma-     l-E-  1*%^ 
nage.     He  defired  nothing  Icfs  than  to  fee  the  houfc  of    ^^       „/ 
Auftrja  all-pov/crful  in  Italy.     He  therefore  perfuaded   A.D.47^ 
the  court  of  London,  which  held  the  purle,  and  con- 
fequently  took  the  lead,  in  the  courfe  of  a  long  and  cx- 
penfive  war,  That  it  would  be  more  advantageous  tQ 
the  common  caufe  to  invade  Prance  ;  and  that  by  the 
co-opepition  of  the  Britifb  fleet,  not  only  Antibes  but 
Toulop  and  Marfeillcs  might  fpeedily  be  reduced.  The 
cpnfent  of  the  court  of  Vienna  was  obtained,  and  count 
Brown  entered  Provence  at  die  head  of  fifty  thoufand 
men.     Advancing  as  far  as  Draguignan,  Jie  laid  the 
whole  country  under  contribution  ;  while  baron  Roth 
bvefted  Antibes,  which  was  at  the  fame  time  bombard- 
ed by  a  Britifli  fquadron,  under  vice-amiral  Medley, 
But  the  marefchal  de  Belleifle,  a  man  fruitful  in  re- 
(buices,    and   yitimately  acquainted   with  the  whole 
Ibience  of  war,  having  fucceeded  Maillebois  in  the  com- 
maiid  of  the  French  army,  fo  efFeflually  cut  ofF  the 
provifions  of  the  invaders,  and  otherwife  harrafled  them, 
that  the  Auftrian  general,  though  able,  aftive,  and  enter- 
prifingy  found  himfdf  under  the  neceflity  of  repaffino-  the 
Var  ;  and  the  fiege  of  Antibes  was  relinquiflied,  after 
many  fruitlefs  efforts  both  by  fea  and  land,  the  place 

bemg  gallantly  defended  by  the  chavalier  de  Sade. 

• 

The  utter  failure  of  this  expedition  was  partly  owing 
to  a  very  fmgular  change  of  fortune  in  Italy.  The  in- 
habitants of  Genoa,  driven  to  defpair  by  the  oppreffions 
of  the  Auftrians,  had  rifen  againfl  their  conquerors, 
ana  expelled  them.  Though  degenerate  even  to  a  pro- 
verb, they  feemed  infpired  with  all  their  ancient  ipirit 
of  liberty,  when  they  felt  the  galling  fetters  of  flavery, 
and  refolved  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  that  freedom 
which  they  had  wanted  V4lour  to  defend.     Secretly 

encouraged 
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PART  II.  encouraged  in  this  bold  purpofe  by  fome  of  the  fenators, 
4^nri-46  ^'^  ^^  direfted  their  mcafurcs,  they  flew  to  arms>  de- 
termined to  perifh  to  a  man,  rather  than  live  any  longer 
in  fuch  a  cruel  and  ignominious  fervitude.  And  fa  firm 
was  their  perfeverance  in  this  refolution,  and  fo  vigor- 
ous the  impulfe  by  which  they  were  actuated,  that  the 
marquis  de  Botta,  after  having  fuftained  great  Io(%  in 
a  variety  of  ftniggles,  and  been  driven  from  every  im* 
portant  poft,  was  obliged  finally  to  e\'acuate  the  city. 
Nor  did  the  patriotic  zeal  of  the  Genoefe  ftop  here : 
diey  took  the  moft  efiedual  fteps  for  their  fiiture  ftcu- 
rity,  confciorus  that  they  were  ftill  furrounded  by  their 
oppreflors. 

The  naval  tranfa£ik>ns  of  thts«year  do  little  honour 
to  the  Britifh  flag.  Nothing  of  any  importance  hap- 
pened in  the  Weft  Indies.  Li  the  £aft  Indies,  commo- 
dore Peyton,  who  commanded  fix  ftout  (hipf,  fliame- 
fiilly  declined  a  fecond  engagement  with  a  French  fqua^ 
dron  of  equ^  or  inferior  force ;  aAd  la  Baurdonnais,  the 
French  commander,  in  confequence  of  Peyton's  cow- 
ardice, made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  EngUfh  fettlemenc 
at  Madras,  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.  No  event  of 
any  confequence  happened  on  the  coaft  of  North  Amer 
rica,  though  the  campaign  in  that  quarter  feemed  big 
with  the  greateft  revolutions. 

The  Britifii  miniftry,  encouraged  by  the  taking  of 
Loui(bourgh,  and  the  confequent  conqueft  of  the  ifland 
of  Cape  Breton,  had  projedled  the  reduction  of  Quc^j 
the  capital  of  Canada  or  New  France,  fituated  oA  the 
river  St.  Laurence,  and  accefiible  to  fhips  of  the  great<* 
eft  force.  Intelligence  to  this  purpofe  was  accordingly 
fent  to  the  governors  of  the  Englifli  colonies  in  North 
America,  and  a  body  of  provincial  troops  was  raifed, 
in  order  to  favour  the  attempt.  Six  regiments  were  pre- 
pared 
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f>awed  for  embarkation  at  PortTmouth,  and  every  thing  '^TJ** 
feemed  to  promife  fucceft.  But  the  failing  of  the  fleet  v^-yxi 
and  trsuifports  was  poftponed,  by  unaccountable  dehys^  A.D.17464 
tiD  the  feafon  of  adion  in  thofe  climates  Mras  paft.  A 
new  diredion  was  therefore  given  to  the  enterpriie»  that 
the  armament  might  not  feem  altogether  uiele&  to  the 
nation.  A  defcent  was  made  on  the  coaft  of  France^ 
in  hopes  of  furprifmg  Port  TOrient,  the  repofitory  of 
the  ftores  belonging  to  the  French  Eaft  India  company* 
But  this  projedl  alfo  failed  ;:  though  not  without  alarm- 
ing the  enemy,  and  fbewing  the  poflibility  of  hurtij^ 
France  in  her  very  vitals,  by  means  of  fuch  an  arma- 
ment|  if  well  appointed,  and  vigoroufly  conduced. 
Leftock,  who  commanded  the  fleet,  did  not  properly 
fecond  the  eflorts  of  the  army ;  which  being  befide  def- 
tidite  of  heavy  cannon,  could  make  no  impreflion  on 
the  placed 

Tbb  French  mifcarried  in  an  enterprife  of  a  fimilar 
natox*^  and  of  equal  magnitude.  A  formidable  armsu 
meat  was  prepared  at  Breft  for  the  recovery  of  Cape 
Bieton»  and  the  reduction  of  the  Engliih  fettlement  of 
Annapolis.  It  conAftcd  of  near  forty  fbips  of  war^ 
ekven  of  which  were  of  the  line  ;  two  artillery  (hips, 
and  fifty-fix  tranfports,  laden  with  provifions  and  mili<f 
tary  ftores,  and  carrying  three  thouiand  five  hundred 
land  fofces,  and  forty  thoufand  iland  of  fmall  arms,  for 
the  ufe  of  die  Canadians  and  Indians  in  the  French 
intereft,  who  were  expedted  to  co-operate  with  the 
troops.  The  fleet  failed  in  June,  but  did  not  reach  the 
coaft  of  Nova  Scotia  tilt  the  beginning  of  September. 
A  dreadfiil  mortality  prevailed  on  board  the  tran^xms  ; 
Md  the  whole  fleet  was  attacked  by  fiurious  and  r^at* 

4.  CiMisM,  of  Rt|uii,  Tol  iz.    SBwQett,  vol.  xi. 

ed 
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PART  ir.  £d  ftorms,  and  cither  wrecked  or  difperfed.  D'Anv>II«^ 
A*IXi746.  ^c  admiral,  made  hii  way  with  a  few  (hips  tp  Quebec  ; 
while  de  la  Jonquier,  who  commanded  the  land-forces^ 
a^nd  had  boafted  that  he  would  fiibdue  all  die  £ngK(b 
fettlements  on  the  continent  of  America,  finding  bit 
men  reduced  to  a  handful,  returned  to  France  without 
attempting  any  thing  ^ 

The  court  of  Vcrfaillcs  having  dtfcovered  a  fccadng 
defire  of  peace,  a  congrefs  was  opened  at  Breda,  toward 
the  clofe  of  the  campaign  ;  but  the  French  were  fi>  in- 
iblent  in  their  demands,  that  the  conferences  were  foon 
broken  off,  and  all  parties  prepared  for  war  with  an  in- 
crcafe  of  vigour  and  animofity.  The  States  Genendy 
who  had  hitherto  a£led  a  fhamefully  timid  and  difinge- 
nuous  part,  more  hurtful  than  beneficial  to  the  caufe 
they  pretended  to  aid,  now  became  ferioufly  fenfihle  of 
their  danger,  and  of  the  neceffity  of  a  clofer  alliance 
with  the  courts  of  London  and  Vienna,  or  of  throwing 
themfelves  into  the  arms  of  France,  relblved  to  take 
eSe^hial  meafurcs  for  oppofing  the  defigns  of  that 
powerful  and  ambitious  neighbour.  With  tlu?  view, 
they  engaged  to  augment  their  quota  of  troops,  in  die 
Netherlands,  to  forty  thoufand :  the  king  of  Grea$ 
Britain  agreed  to  furnifh  an  equal  number ;  and  the 
emprefs  queen,  fupported  by  BritUh  money,  promifcd 
to  fend  fixty  thoufand  Auftrians  to  a£l  in  conjudiion 
with  them.  Befide  this  grand  army,  intended  to  fet 
bounds  to  the  conquefls  of  Lewis  XV.  an  army  of 
ninety  thoufand  Auftrians  and  Piedmontefe,  under  the 
king  of  Sardinia,  another  fovereign  in  Bridfh  pay,  was 
to  enter  Provence,  while  a  finaller  body  (hould  keqi 
the  king  of  Naples  in  awe. 

5.  Millot,    Vokilrc 

Nor 
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Nor  was  the  houfc  of  Bourbon  unprepared  for  llich     letter. 
a  competition.     The  king  of  France  had  ordered  an    ,_     _,f 
army  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  men  to  be  af-    A.D.i74fi« 
fembled  in  the  Netherlands  $  and  in  order  to  give  greater 
£nnncis  to  this  immenfc  force,  he  renewed  in  the  pcr- 
fon  of  marcfchal  Snxc  the  title  of  Marcfchal  dc  Cair.p 
GeneraU^  which  had  been  conferred  on  the  famous 
Turcnnc,  and  which  gave  him  a  fuperiority  over  all  the 
marefchals  of  France,  and  even  princes  of  the  blood. 
The  Spanifh  army  under  Don  Philip  in  Savoy,  was  con- 
liderably  augmented,  and  fixty  thoufand  French  troops 
were  appointed  to  act  in  Provence.     A  final  trial  of 
ftrcngh  fijemcd  refolved  on  by  all  parties. 

The  grand  army  of  the  confederates  took  the  field,  a.d.,;4-, 
in  three  bodies,  toward  the  end  of  March.  The  duke 
of  Cumberland  with  the  Britifli  troops,  Hanoverians^ 
and  Heffians,  fixed  his  head  quarters  at  Tilberg,  in 
Dutch  Brabant  i  the  prince  of  Waldec  with  the  troops 
of  the  States-general,  was  ported  at  Breda ;  and  maref* 
chal  Bathiani  aflembled  the  Auflrians  and  Bavarians  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Venlo.  The  \rfiole  army,  ivhich 
amounted  to  an  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  men,  lay 
inadive  for  fix  weeks,  expofed  to  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and  almoft  deftitute  of  forage  and  provifions ; 
while  marefchal  Saxe,  fenfible  that  the  firft  care  of  a 
general  is  the  health  of  his  foldier?,  kept  his  trctops  warm 
within  their  cantonments  at  Bruges,  Antwerp,  and 
Bruflels,  furnifhed  with  plenty  of  every  thing,  and  un- 
der no  neceflity  of  encountering  unavailing  fatigues. 
This  inactivity,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  occafioncd 
by  the  negligence  of  the  Dutch  and  Auftrian  commifla« 
ries,  deprived  the  confederates  of  all  the  advantages  they 
had  promifed  themfelves  from  an  early  campaign,  be* 
fide  damping  the  ardour  of  the  troops,  and  weakening 
ducm  by  ficknels. 

3  Meaw^ 
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^^^^["*         Meanwhile  marefchal  Saxe,  having  fettled  wnh 
A. D.I 747.   the  French  miniftry  the  plan  of  operations,  took  the 
field  at  the  head  of  a  prodigious  army  j  and  immediately 
April  i6»     detached  count  Lowcndahl,  with  twenty-feven  thouland 
men,  to  invade  Dutch  Brabant.    At  the  fame  time,  tile 
French  miniftcr  at  the  Hague  prcfented  a  memorial  to 
the  Staters  in  the  name  of  his  mafter,  notifying^  Tliac 
his  moil  Chriftian  majcdy,  in  thus  entering  the  terri- 
tories of  the  republic  (a  ftep  to  which  he  was  forced  by 
the  neceflity  of  war)  had  no  dcfign  of  coming  to  a  rup- 
ture with  their  High  Mightinefles.     He  meant  only  to 
obviate  the  dangerous  effeiSts  of  the  proteAion  they  af«» 
forded  to  the  troops  of  the  queen  of  Hungary  and  the 
king  of  England  i  that  he  had  accordingly  enjoined  the 
commander  of  his  troops  to  obferve  the  ftrideft  difd- 
(dlne,  and  on  no  account  to  oiFcr  any  difturbance  to  the 
religion,  government,   or  commerce  of  the  republic. 
And  he  concluded  with  declaring,  That  he  would  con- 
fider  the  places  and  countries  he  fliould  be  obliged  to 
take  poficilion  of  for  his  own  fccurity,  merely  as  a 
pledge,  which  he  promifed  to  redore,  as  foon  as  the 
United  Provinces  fhould  give  conviitciiig  proofs  that 
they  would  no  longer  affift  the  enemies  or  his  crown. 

While  the  States  general  were  dcliber:iting  on  this 
memorial,  which  was  chicRy  intcnJcJ  to  aniufe  the 
Dutch  populace,  Lowcndahl  made  hiindif  inaffer  of 
Sluys,  Sandburg,  Hulft,  2)nd  nnny  other  fortified  places 
of  no  fmall  importance  ;  the  confederate^^,  though  rein- 
forced with  fcven  thoufand  Britiih  troops,  not  daring  to 
oppofe  his  progrefs.  They  were  obliged  by  dicir  poS* 
tion  to  cover  Brc Ja  and  Bolllediic  ;  and  all  their  motions 
were  jealoufly  watched  my  marefchal  Saxe,  who  Covered 
Antwerp,  and  the  other  French  conquefts  in  the  Low 
Countries,  with  an  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  men  ^. 

6.   Mtm,  ie  Saxe, 

Thus 
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^VhoB  fecure,  Lowendahl  pu(hed  bis  conquefts  in  Dutch   LETrct. 
Biahant ;  and  having  taken  pofleiuon  of  Axel  and  Tcr-         _^^' 
aeufe^  was  making  preparations  for  a  defcent  upon  Zea*    A.  D.  174;.. 
hod,  when  a  Briti/h  fquadron  defeated  his  purpofe,  and 
a  revolution  in  the  government  of  Holland  made  a  re- 
treat necefHiry. 

Struck  with  conftcrnation  at  the  progrefe  of  the 
Ficnch  arms,  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Provinces, 
belicvix^  themfelves  betrayed  by  their  rulers,  clamoured 
loudly  againft  the  miniftry  of  the  republic.  The  friends 
•f  the  prince  of  Orange  did  not  negledl  fo  fivourable 
an  importunity  of  promoting  his  intereft.  They  en^ 
couraged  the  difcontents  of  the  people  -,  they  exagge- 
fated  the  public  danger ,  they  reminded  their  country* 
nen  of  the  year  1672,  when  Lewis  XIV.  was  at  the 
gates  of  Amfterdam,  and  the  republic  was  faved  by  the 
eledion  of  a  ftadtholder.  And  they  exhorted  theif  fel-* 
bvr-citizens  to  turn  their  eyes  on  William  Henry  Frizoy 
the  lineal  defcendant  of  thofe  heroes,  who  had  eftabli(h<- 
cd  the  liberty  and  independency  of  the  United  Provin- 
ces ;  extolling  his  virtues  and  talents,  his  ability^  gene- 
rofity,  juftice,  and  unfliaken  love  of  his  country. 

Ikflamed  by  fuch  reprefentations,  and  their  appa- 
rently defperate  fituation,  die  people  rofe  in  many 
places,  and  compelled  their  magiftrates  to  declare  the 
prince  of  Orange  ftadtholder,  a  dignity  which  had  been 
laid  afide  fince  the  death  of  William  III.  His  popularity 
daily  increaied ;  and  at  laft,  after  being  eleAed  by  feve- 
ral  particular  provinces,  he  was  appointed,  in  the  gene-  May  r. 
nl  aflembly  of  the  States,  <<  Stadtholder,  captaln-ge- 
*  jieral,  and  admiral  in  chief  of  all  the  United  Pro- 


On- 
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On  that  occafion,  count  Bentink,  who  introduccxf 
the  new  ftadtholdcr,  addrcfled  the  States>general  in  the 
following  words  : — "I  doubt  not  but  the  prince  I  have 
"  the  honour  to  prcfcnt  to  you,  will  tread  in  the  Heps 
•*  of  his  glorious  anceftors :  will  heartily  concur  with 
"  us  in  delivering  from  danger  the  republic,  now  in- 
*^  ^'aded,  and  preferve  us  from  the  yoke  of  a  trcacher- 
"  ous  and  deceitful  neighbour,  who  makes  a  jeft  of 
*'  good  faith,  honour^  and  the  moft  ibiemn  treaties  7.'* 

The  bencficid  cfFeils  of  this  revolution  to  the'com* 
mon  caufe  of  the  confederates  foon  appeared  in  feveral 
vigorous  nicafurcs*  The  States -general  immediately 
gave  orucrs.  That  no  provifioriS  or  v\-arlikc  ftores  (hould 
be  exported  out  of  their  dominions,  except  for  the  ufe 
of  the  allied  army  ;  that  a  fleet  (hould  be  equif^3ed,  and  . 
the  militia  regularly  armed  and  difciplined.  They  fent 
agents  to  fcvcrai  German  courts,  in  order  to  treat  for 
the  hire  of  thirty  thoufand  additioiul  troops  to  their 
army  :  a  council  of  war  was  cftuoliracd,  for  enquiring 
into  the  coiiduiSl  of  the  governors  v.*ho  had  given  up 
the  frontier-towns  ;  and  orders  were  iQued  for  com- 
mencing hofiilitlcb  agp/mft  the  fubjects  of  France,  both 
by  fca  and  land,  though  v^ithout  any  formal  declaration 
©f  \N'ar. 

During  all  thcfc  tranfaSions  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land lay  inactive,  over-awed  hy  the  fupcrior  generalftiip, 
rather  than  the  fnperior  fv»rcc,  of  the  French  comman- 
der, who  ftill  contiiiucd  to  v/iitch  him.  At  length  the 
kin^  of  France  arrived  at  Bruffels,  and  it  was  refblved 
May  %%  to  undertake  the  fiegc  of  Maftricht.  With  that  view 
marcfchal  Saxe,  having  called  in  his  detachments,  ad* 
f  anced  towards  Louvain  j  and  the  confederates,  pcrcciv- 

7.  CcKtitt,  of  Rapin.  tuI.  h. 

ing 
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ing  hit  defign,  endeavoured  by  forced  marches  to  get    ^^^f  * 
poileffion  of  the  heights  of  Herdeeren,  an  advantageous  ^   V^ 

poft  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  threatened  city.  But  ^  ^-  *747« 
in  thb  they  were  difappointed.  The  enemy  had  occu- 
pied the  poft  before  their  arrival,  and  were  preparing  to 
nifli  down  upon  them,  in  order  to  get  between  tfaei^ 
main  body  and  Maeftricht,  by  turning  their  left  wing. 
An  engagement  was  now  become  unavoidable.  The 
duke  of  Cumberlaiid,  therefore,  difpofedhis  army  in  or-* 
der  of  battle,  on  the  evening  of  the  30th  of  June ;  and 
very  judkioully  directed  feme  regiments  of  BritiOi  in- 
fantry, during  the  night,  to  take  pofleffion  of  the 
tillage  of  Val  in  the  front  of  his  left  wing,  which  ex- 
tended to  Wirle,  within  a  few  miles  of  Maeftricht, 
and  was  compoied  of  Englifh,  Heffians,  and  Hanove- 
rians. The  Auftrians,  under  marefchal  Bathiani,  who 
by  at  Bilfen,  compofed  the  right  of  the  confederate  ar* 
my;  and  the  Dutch,  under  the  prince  of  Waldeck^  oc- 
cupied the  centre. 

Matters  being  thus  prepared,  both  armies  waited 
widi  impatience  the  approach  of  morning.  As  foon  asf  July  x. 
it  was  lights  the  French  cavalry  made  a  great  ihew  upon 
die  heights  of  Herdceren,  in  order  to  conceal  the  mo- 
tions of  their  infantry;  which  appeared,  foon  after 
coining  down  into  the  plain,  through  a  valley  betweeit 
tiie  hills  near  Rempcrt,  formed  in  a  vaft  coluom,  of  nine 
or  ten  battalions  in  front  and  as  many  deep,  and  bear- 
ing diredly  on  the  village  of  Val.  They  iiifierod  ie- 
verdy,  in  their  approach,  from  the  artillery  of  the  con- 
federates ;  and  the  Britifh  muTquetry  falutcd  them  with 
{6  warm  a  fire,  that  the  front  of  the  column  was  broken 
and  difperied.  Not  difcouraged  by  this  repulie,  firclb 
battalions  continued  to  advance  to  the  attack,  with 
wonderful  alacrity  and  perfevcrance  ;  fo  that  the  Britiih 
troops  in  Val,  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  exhaufted 

Vol.  V.  "        N  with 
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r^^^"\  with  fatigue,  were  at  laft  obliged  to  give  way.  Beingf 
4.  IX 1747.  however,  opportunely  fupported  by  three  frcfli  regi- 
ments, they  recovered  their  footing  in  the  village,  and 
drove  out  the  enemy  with  great  flaughtcr.  The  battle 
now  wore  fo  fiivourable  an  afpcf^,  that  the  duke  of 
Cumberland  ordered  the  action  to  be  made  general ', 
and  viiSlory  feemed  ready  to  declare  for  the  confederates, 
whcnccrtdn  unfcrefecn  circumftances  difcppointed  their 
hopes. 

The  motion  of  the  Auftriaiis  under  Bathiani,  on  the 
right  winj  of  the  allied  army,  was  fo  flow  as  to  be  equal 
to  an  almoft  total  inacHon  *  j  fo  tliat  marefchal  Saxe, 
apprehending  no  danger  from  that  quarter,  was  able  to 
turn  the  wliole  weight  of  the  PVench  army  againft  the  . 
village  of  Val,  and  not  only  finally  to  regain  poflcf&on 
of  it,  after  it  had  been  three  times  loft  and  won,  but 
to  break  entirely  the  left  wing  of  the  confederates,  in 
fpite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  who 
exerted  himfelf  with  great  courage,  and  no  inconlider- 
able  flwtc  of  conduft,  I'he  Dutch,  in  the  centre,  in- 
Head  of  fupporting  the  broken  wing,  fell  back  in  difor- 
dcr,  and  overthrew,  in  their  flight,  five  Aullrian  batta- 
lions that  were  advancing  flowly  to  the  charge.  The 
French  foHov/cd  their  blow  ;  and  having  totally  routed 
tiic  centre,  divided  the  right  wing  of  the  allied  army 

4«  This  uut^lion  of  the  AuOrixn  general  1$  faid  to  haVe  been  oc- 
calioncd  hf  the  foHowing  circumflancc.  On  the  eve  of  the  kittle^ 
when  s  French  dctMcTioicnt  ou]y  wan  Tuppofcd  to  have  occupied  the 

*^  height*  of  Hcrdccrcn,  marefchal  Bathiai»i  aflccd  pcrnilliion  of  tl\c 

rlahe  of  Cumbtriand,  to  attack  the  enemy  before  they  were  rein- 
forced,  declarMig  he  wwnld  atifwcr  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprife. 
'Vut  duke,  iofttfad  of  acceding  to  the  propofal,  alkcd  him,  bj  way 

I  ^  •►f  rcp:y,  vhcre  he  fliould  be  found,  in  cafe  he  was  wanted.    •«  I 

«*  Ciall  always  be  found,'*  faid  Bathiani,  **  it  the  head  of  my 
**  tvoops!"  and  retired  in  dilgufl, 

licm 


«}  0  rJ  E  k-  K    £  tJ  R  0  P  E.  17V 

from  the  left.   At  this  dangerous  crifis,  when  marefchaf    i.^TTEft 

XXX 

Sate  hoped  to  Cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  confederates,  ^^^^.'j 
and  evert  to  make  the  duke  of  Cumberland  his  captive,  a.  d.  1747- 
fir  John  Ligonier,  who  commanded  the  Britifli  cavalr}',* 
rttfbed  at  Ac  head  of  three  regiments  of  dragoons,'  and 
Ibme  iquadrons  of  heavy  horfe,  upon  the  vi£h>rious  eiie- 
mjr.  He  bore  down  every  thing  before  him ;  and  although 
he  tras  himfelf  taken  prifoner,  by  purfuxng  too  far,  he 
prbcured  the  duke  of  Cumberland  tioie  to  collect  his 
ibaftettd  forces,  and  to  retire  without  moleftation  td 
Maeftricht;  The  confederates  loft  about  fivc^  and  the 
French  near  ten  thoufand  men  "• 

Such  was  the  obftinate  and  bloody^  but  partial  battle 
df  Val  or  Xofieldt^  in  which  the  Britiih  troops  diftin- 
gmflied  themfelves  greatly :  andj  if  properly  fupportcd,- 
would  have  gained  a  complete  vi£lory.  Hence  th^  hn 
m$i  (tf  Lewis  XV.  that  ^^the  Englilh  not  only  paid  all^ 
"but  fought  all!" — The  aftion  was  followed  by  no 
important  confequences^  The  duke  of  Cumberland, 
hating  reinforced  the  garrifort  of  Maeftricht^  palled  the 
Maefc^  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  eity^  and  extend- 
ed his  army  toward  Vift,  in  the  duchy  of  Limburg. 
The  French  army  remained  at  Tongres,  near  the  field 
of  battle;  and  marefchal  Saxe^  after  amufmg  the  con* 
federates  for  a  while,  with  various  and  contradiflory 
movements,  fuddenly  detached  count  Lowendahl^  with 
thirty  thoufand  men,  to  inveft  Bergsn^op-Zoom,  the 
ftrongeft  fortification  in  Dutch  Brabant^  and  the  favou* 
rite  work  of  the  &mous  Coehorn. 

This  place  had  never  been  taken,  and  was  generally 
deemed  impregnable ;  as,  bcfide  its  great  natural  and 
artificial  ftxength,  it  can  at  all  times  be  fupplied  with 

9.  €m/i«.  of  Rapioy  ubi  fup.    London  G^MttU,  July  •»  I747f 

N  2  airiintiDitt«o 
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PAET  II.  ammunition  and  provifions,  in  fpitc  of  the  befiegers^  bjr 
JuDrifij7.  means  of  two  canals,  called  the  Old  and  New  Hart>our» 
which  communicate  with  the  Scheld,  and  are  navigable 
every  tide.  It  was  defended  by  a  garrifon  of  three  thou- 
fand  men,  under  the  prince  of  Hefle  Philipftahl,  wbea 
Lowendahl  (at  down  before  it ;  and  the  prince  of  Saxtf 
Hildburghaufcn,  who  was  fent  to  its  relief,  with  an 
army  of  twenty  battalions  and  fourteen  fquadrons,  took 
pofleffion  of  the  lines  belonging  to  the  fortification,  and 
from  which  the  garriibn  could  be  reinforced  on  die 
fhorteft  notice.  As  foon  as  the  trenches  were  opened^ 
old  baron  Crondrom,  governor  of  Dutch  Brabant,  af- 
fumed  the  command  in  the  town,  and  preparations  were 
July  15.  made  for  the  moft  vigorous  defence.  Meanwhile  Low-^ 
cndahl  conducted  his  operations  with  great  judgment 
and  fpirit ;  and  although  he  loft  a  number  of  men,  in 
his  approaches,  by  the  warm  and  unremitted  fire  of  the 
garrifon,  he  was  fo  efledually  and  fpeedily  reinforced, 
•  by  detachments  from  the  army  under  marefchaL  Saxe^ 

that  he  began  very  early  to  have  hopes  of  fuccefs.     Hf^ 
was  even  attempting  to  ftorm  two  of  the  out-forts^^ 

when  lord  Joiin  Murray's  regiment  of  Scottifh  High 

laiKTers,  byadefpcrate  ially,  beat  off  the  aiTailants,  an^j 
burnt  ibme  of  their  principal  batteries.     Other  fidli^; 
M'crc  made  with  efFeft;  mines  were  fprung  on  bo^Zi 
fides,  and  every  inftrument  of  deftruftion  employed,  for 
the  fpacc  of  fix  weeks  after  this  repulfe.     Nothii^  was 
to  be  fc^n  but  Are  and  fmoke,  nothing  heard  but  the 
perpetual  roar  of  bombs  and  cannon ;  the  town  was  laH    ~ 
in  a/hcs,  the  trenches  were  filled  with  carnage!— And    V 
the  fate  of  Bergen-op-Zoom,  on  which  the  eyes  of  all     - 
Europe  were  fixed,  fccmed  flill  doubtful,  as  the  worb   ^ 
were  yet  in  a  great  meafure  entire,  when  Lowen<khl 
boldly  carried  it  by  aflault. 

That 
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That  cxfKrieiiced  general,  and  great  mafter  in  the     i  ETitR 
art  of  reducing  fortified,  places,  having  obferved  a  ra-   ^        \ 
trelin,  and  two  baftions  fomewhat  damaged,  refolved  to    A.D.  1747 
fionn  aD  diree  at  •nee.     As  the  breaches  were  not 
filch  as  could   be  deemed   pradicable,  the  governor 
hid  taken  no  precaution  againft  an  aflault :  and  thit 
very  circumftance  induced  Lowendahl,  prefuming  on 
fiich  negligence,  to  hazard  the  attempt.     He  according- 
ly afiembled  his  troops  in  the  dead  of  night ;  when  the 
ordinary  centinels  only  were  on  duty,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  garrifon  was  buried  in  fecurity  and  repofe. 
The  affiuilt  was  made  set  four  in  the  morning,  by  the 
French  g^renadiers,  who  threw  themfelves  into  the  fofle^   Sept.  14. 
Mpimted  the  breaches,  forced  open  a  (ally-port^  and  en- 
toed  the  place  almoft  without  refiftance.    The  High* 
hnders  however  aflembled  in  the  market-place,  and 
feught  like  furies,  till  two^irds  of  them  were  cut  in^ 
fieccs.     But  that  was  the  only  oppofition  the  aflailants 
met  with.    The  troops  in  the  lines  inftantly  difappear- 
ed  i  all  the  forts  in  the  neighbourhood  furrendered ;  and 
the  French  became  nuftcrs  of  the  whole  navigation  of 
the  Schdd.  '^ 

The  nevirs  of  this  event  occafioned  great  furpize  3,t 
London,  and  threw  the  United  Provinces  into  the  ut- 
moft  conftemation.    The  joy  of  the  French  was  pro- 
portionally great.  Lewis  XV.  no  fooner  received  inte}! 
Ggence  of  the  taking^of  Bergcn-op-Zoom,  than  he  pro* 
moted  count  Lowendahl  to  the  rank  of  a  marefghal  of 
France^  and  having  appointed  count  Saxe  governor  of 
die  conquered  Netherlands,  he  returned  in  triumph  to 
Verfiiilles.      "  The  peace,"  Aid  the  penetrating  and 
viaorious  governor,  "  lies  in  Macftricht "  !" — But  the 
(lege  of  that  important  place  being  refervcd  for  next 

13.  Toltiire.    M.'.lot.    Smollett.      '  *  n.  Mrm.JeSaxe. 

N  3  campaign, 
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?A&T  xC    campaign,  both  the  French  and  the  allies  went  mtp  win? 
2jpj^j"  '    ter-qnartcrs,  without  engaging  in  any  ijcw  cnterprife. 

FoRTjLJNATELy  for  thc  cqnfq^ates  the  French 
svere  not  equally  fuccersful  on  the  frontiers  of  Italj^ 
during  this  campaigp ;  although  the  marefchal  de  Belr 
leifle,  early  in  the  feafon,  iaw  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a 
powerful  army  in  Provence,  which  threatened  to  cany 
every  diing  before  it.  He  paiTed  the  Var|  in  the  month 
of  April^  and  took  pofleffita  of  Nice*  He  reduce^ 
Montalban,  Villafranca,  and  Ventimjglia  ali^pft  with.- 
put  refiftance,  and  obliged  the  AuDxians,  under  cpunc 
Brown,  to  retire  toward  Final  and  Savona.  Ner 
yrcTc  thefe  the  mod  important  confequences  of  his  ex- 
pedition. 

The  court  of  Vienna,  enraged  at  the  revolt  of  thp 
Genoefe,  was  refolved  to  reduce  them  again  to  fubjec* 
tion,  and  feverely  to  cbaftifc  the  capital  of  Ac  republic. 
Count  Schuylembcrg,  who  had  fuc^ecdcd  d>c  marquis 
de  Botta  in  the  chief  command  of  Italy,  was  accordingly 
ordered  to  inveft  Genoa,  with  a  powcrfid  army  of  Auf-  - 
trians  and  Piedmontefe.  Meanwhile  the  king  of  France^, 
^enfible  qf  the  importai|ce  of  that  city  to  the  caufe  oS 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  had  remitted  large  fums,  in  order 
to  enable  the  inhabitants  to  put  it  in  a  pofture  of  de- 
fence i  and,  befide  engineers  and  officers  to  difcipline 
\he  troops  of  the  republic,  he  fent  thither  a  body  of 
fouV  thou£md  five  hundred  men,    under  the  difke  of 
BoufSers,  for  the  greater  fecurity  of  the  place,  and  to 
animate  the  Genoefe  to  a  bold  refiftance.     The  defign 
took  cffecl.     The  citizens  of  Genoa  refolved  to  periih 
rather  than  again  fubn^it  to  thc  Auflrians.  But  the  force 
fciit  againilt  them  made  their  fate  very  doubtful. 

*        '4. 

SCHUYI^EM- 
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ScHUYLSMBERG  aflembled  his  army  in  the.  duchy  of     LETTER 

Milaii»  in  the  month  of  January  ;  and  having  forced  the     |_,  ^-^^ 

paffiige  of  the  Bochetta,  entered  the  territories  of  Gc-    A.D.  174?. 

noo,  and  s^ipeared  before  the  capital  at  the  head  of  forty 

duHifiuid  men.     As  the  inhabitants  obftinateiy  reftifed 

to  by  down  their  arms,  and  even  treated  with  derifion 

the  propofid  made  them  of  fubmitting  to  the  clemency 

of  die  court  of  Vienna,  the  place  was  regularly  invefted  ; 

and  although  the  Genoefe  behaved  with  great  (pint  in 

fevend  ialltes»  animated  by  the  example  of  the  French 

troops  under  the  duke  of  BouiRerS)  the  Auftrian  general 

conduced  his  operations  with  fo  much  (kill,  vigour,  and 

intrepidity,  that  he  muft  at  laft  have  accompIi(hed  his 

enterprife,  had  not  his  attention  been  diverted  to  another 

quarter.     Alarmed  at  the  progrefs  of  the  marefchal  de. 

fidleifle,  the  king  of  Sardinia  and  count  Brown  repre- 

knttd  to  Schuylemberg  the  nece(fity  of  raifmg  the  fiege 

of  Genoa,  in  order  to  cover  Piedmont  and  Lombard}*^* 

He  accordingly  drew  ofF  his  army,  and  joined  ins  Sar«> 

dinian  majefty,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  Genoefe ;  who, 

in  revenge  of  the  injuries  they  had  (ufFered,  ravaged  the 

duchies  of  Parma  and  Placentik  9, 

The  apprehenfions  of  the  king  of  Sardinia  for  his 
hereditary  dominions  were  by  no  means  groundle($. 
While  the  marefchal  de  Belleifle  lay  at  Ventimiglia,  hi» 
brother,  the  chevalier,  attempted  to  penetrate  into  Pied* 
mont^  by  the  way  of  Dauphiny,  at  the  head  of  thirty 
tbou(and  French  and  Spaniards,  emulous  of  glory  under 
fo  gallant  a  leader.  When  he  arrived  at  the  Pafs  of 
Exilles,  a  ftrong  poA  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river  Do- 
ria,  he  found  fourteen  battalions  of  Piedmontefe  and 
Auftrians  waiting  for  him,  behind  ramparts  of  wood  and 
ftone,  lined  with  artillery  :  and  all  thp  pafTcs  of  the  Alps 

9.    Mim,  de  }i§aiUis,  tcixVi  ir.     Ctiitin,  of  Papifl,  vol.  iX, 

N4  were 
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PART  n.  ware  fecured  by  detachments  of  the  fiune  troops.  Not 
^IfSflw.  ^'^ouiagcd  by  thefe  obftacks,  Bdl^iflc  attacked  the 
Piedmontefe  entrenchments  with  great  intrepidity^  Bat 
he  was  repuifed  with  lofs  in  diree  fucoeiSve  afiidtsi 
and  being  determined  to  periih  ratficr  than  funrive  t 
mifcanriage^  he  feized  a  pair  of  colours,  and  advancing 
at  die^  head  of  his  troops,  through  an  ince&nt  fire^ 
planted  them  with  his  own  hand  cm  the  enemy's  bmtde^ 
lements  '^  At  that  inftant  he  fell  dead,  having  received 
the  diruft  of  a  bayonet  and  two  muflcet  balls  in  his 
body.  Many  other  officers  of  diftin^on  were  kilfed^ 
and  the  furvivors,  difcouraged  by  die  loTs  of  di^  brave 
commander,  retired  with  precipitation,  leaving  behind 
them  about  five  tbouiand  flain. 

The  marefchal  de  Belleifle  was  no  fooner  infiormed 
of  his  brothec's  fate,  than  he  retreated  toward  the  Vi^,  in 
order  to  join  the  unfortunate  army  from  Exilles*  About 
the  fame  time  the  king  of  Sardinia,  having  aflembled  an 
army  of  (eventy  thoufand  men,  threatened  Dauphiny 
with  an  invafion.  But  exceffive  rains  prevented  die  exe- 
cutioii  of  the  enterprifc,  and  the  campaign  was  dofed 
without  any  other  memorable  event. 

The  naval  tranlaftions  of  this  ytstr  were  more  fa- 
vourabk  to  Great  Britain  than  thofe  of  any  other  dur- 
ing the  war.  Her  fucccfe  was  great  almoft  beyond  ex* 
ample,  but  more  advantageous  than  glorious,  as  (he  had 
a  manifeft  fuperiority  of  force  in  every  engagement. 

lo.  Voltaire  rtprefents  the  chevalier  de  Belleifle  as  attempting  to 
pull  up  the  pallifades  with  his  teeth,  after  being  wounded  in  bth 
arms.  This  is  a  pcrfc«ftiy  ludicrous  image ;  and  admittiag  the  nft 
Jhmed  fad  to  be  true,  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the  dignity  of  hifiory* 
Birt  It  is  by  no  means  uncommon,  even  with  the  beft  French  writers:, 
to  wcitc  layghtcr,  when  they  attempt  the  fublimc. 
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The  EngltiOi  fleet,  under  die  admirals  AnTon  and  War-    ^^^'^^9 
rail  coofifting  of  eleven  fiul  of  die  line,  diree  fhips  of    |_,  .^^^ 
tt7,andone€if  forty  guns,  fell  in  widi a  French  fleet  of  A.D.i747» 
fizfijlof  die  line,  in  the  beginning  of  May,  ofl^  Cape 
Fifiiflenne.    The  French  fleet  was  commanded  by  die 
mirfms  dc  la  Jonquiere  and  Monf.  St.  George,  having 
under  dietr  convoy  diirty  fiiips  laden  widi  ftores  and 
flnthanAie^  bound  for  America  and  the  Eaft  Indies* 
The  batde  began  about  four  in  die  afternoon  :  and  al- 
though the  French  feamen  and  commanders  behaved 
with  fingttlar  courage,  and  difcovered  no  want  of  con- 
doStf  fix  fhips  of  Mrar  and  four  armed  Eaft  Indiamen  were 
taken  ><•    About  fix  weeks  after  this  engagement,  and 
nearly  in  die  fiune  latitude,  commodore  Fox  fell  in  widi 
a  fleet  of  merchantmen,  from  St.  Domingo,  hulen  widi 
the  ridi  produdions  of  that  fintile  ifland,  and  took  fbity- 
fix  of  uiern* 

Admiral  Hawke  was  no  lefi  fucce&ful.  He  iaiied 
from  Pljrmouth  in  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  with  four- 
teen (hips  of  the  line,  to  intercept  a  fleet  of  French  mer«. 
chantmen  bound  for  the  Weft  Indies.  He  cniifed  for 
fome  time  off*  the  coaft  of  Brittany ;  and  at  laft  the 
French  fleet  £uled  from  the  ifle  of  Aix,  under  convoy 
of  nine  fliips  of  the  line^  befides  frigates,  commanded 
by  Monf.  de  Letendeur.  On  the  14th  of  0£tober  the 
two  iquadrons  came  widiin  fight  of  each  other,  about 
feven  in  the  morning,  in  the  latitude  of  Belleifle.  By 
noon  both  were  engaged.  The  battle  lafted  till  nighty 
when  fix  French  (hips  of  the  line  had  ftruck  to  the 
Britifh  flag  >».  The  reft  efcapcd  under  cover  of  the 
darknefs  ;  having  all  maintained,  with  great  obftinacy^ 
a  galfant  but  unequal  fight. 

f  I.  Lend.  GsKttUt  Msy  i6t  1747*     Ccnfm.  of  Uipiiiy  irot  is. 

|Z.   L«fi(L  Gazette,  0£i,f$\  1747. 

These 
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PART.  n.  These  naval  vidories,  which  in  a  manner  annihU 
!^o!i7^.  '*^^^  *^  French  fleet,  and  the  failing  of  admind  Bot 
cawei>,  with  a  ftrong  fquadron  and  a  confiderable  body 
of  land-forces,  for  the  £aft  Indies,  where  it  was  conjec- 
tured he  would  not  only  recover  Madras  but  reduce 
Pondicherry,  difpofed  Lewis  XV.  ferioufly  to  think  of 
peace,  and  even  to  liften  to  moderate  terms,  notwith- 
flanding  the  great  fuperiority  of  his  arms  in  the  Low 
Countries.  Other  caufes  confpired  to  the  fiune  eSicfh' 
His  finances  were  almoft  exliaufted  ^  the  trade  of  his 
fubje£b  was  utteriy  ruined  :  and  he  could  no  longer  de- 
pend upon  fupplies  from  the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru, 
in  the  prefent  low  ftate  of  the  French  and  SpanUb  navy. 
The  fucce&  of  his  arms  in  Italy  had  fallen  infinitdy 
ihprt  of  his  expe£btion ;  and  the  republic  of  Genoa, 
though  a  neceflary,  was  become  an  expenfive  ally.  His 
views  had  been  totally  defeated  in  Germany,  by  the  ele- 
vation of  the  Grand  Duke  to  the  imperial  throne^  and 
the  fubfequpnt  pacification  between  the  hojfes  of  Auf- 
tria,  Bavaria,  and  Brandenburg.  He  was  ftill  vi^ruxis 
in  the  Netherlands  :  but  theelecKon  of  a  StadthoIder>  by 
uniting  the  force  of  the  States -^general  againft  him,  left 
little  hopes  of  future  conquefis  in  that  quarter ;  efpedally 
as  the  Britifb  parliament,  whofc  rcfources  were  yet  copi- 
ous, and  whofe  liberality  feemed  to  know  no  bounds, 
had  enabled  their  fovereign  to  conclude  a  fiibfidiary 
treaty  with  the  emprcfs  of  Ruffia,  who  engaged  to  hold 
in  readinefe  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  and  forty 
gallies,  to  be  employed  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  confede^ 
fates,  on  the  fifft  requ^ition. 

Ikflvenced  by  thcfe  confiderations,  the   king  of 

France  made  advances  toward  an  accommoJati*n  both 

at  London  and  the  Hague  i  and  all  parties,  the  fubft- 

4fiary  powers  excepted,  being  heartily  tired  of  the  war, 

7  H 
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ft  vas  agreed  to  open  a  new  congrefs  at  Aix-la-  utter 
Qoi/tHicj  as  ibon  as  the  plenipotentiaries  coi)14  receive  |_  .'j 
thdr  inftrudions.  A.  0.1747- 

.  Iir  the  mean  time,  vigorous  preparations  for  war 
ime  maxle  in  every  quarter  ;  but  the  preliminaries  of 
;i  general  pacification  were  figned  at  Aix-la-Cbapellep 
/ai  a  ceflation  of  arms  took  place,  before  any  enter- 
gak  of  confequence  was  undertaken,  except  the  fiege 
.of  Maeftricht.  Marefchal  Saxe  invefted  that  impor- 
.tant  place  in  t^e  beginning  of  April ;  and  he  concerted 
his  mcafures  with  fo  much  judgment^  that  Lowendahl 
was  enabled  to  carry  on  his  operations  without  inter- 
n^on,  th^gh  the  army  of  the  confederates,  under  the 
duke  of  Cumberland,  to  the  number  of  an  hundred  and 
Ma^u^d  men,  lay  in  the  immediate  neighbourhoods 
The  towQ  was  defended  by  twenty-four  battalions  of 
jDutdi  an4  Auftri^  troops,  commanded  by  baron 
d'A}4va,  who  oppofed  the  befiegers  with  great  (kill  and 
resolution.  They  profecuted  dicir  approaches,  however, 
vitfa  incredible  ardour ;  and  aifed^ed,  at  laft,  a  lodgment 
in  the  covered  way,  after  a^  ob^/nate  difpute,  in  which 
they  loft  two  tI\ou(and  of  their  beft  troops.  But  they 
were  diflodged  next  day,  by  the  gallantry  of  the  garri-  . 
fon^  which  acqiiired  /reil^  cpurage  from  this  fuccefs. 

Such  was  the  doubtful,  and  even  unfavourable 
ftate  of  the  fiege  of  Maeftricht,  when  intelligence  ar* 
rived  of  the  figning  of  the  preliminaries,  and  orders  for 
a  ceflation  of  arms.  Yet  was  it  agreed  by  the  ple- 
nipotentiaries, "  That  for  the  glory  of  the  arms  of 
5*  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,"  the  place  ihould  be  im- 
mediately furrendered  to  his  general,  but  reftored^ 
on  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  with  all  its  maga* 
^ines    and    artiller}'.      Marefchal    Saxe    ttccordingly 

took 
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IP  ART  n.    took   pofleffion    oF   Macftricht,   while  dw    gtrrifla 
marched  out  with  the  cuftomaiy  honours  of  war. 

But  although  the  negociatiim  was  thus  far  advanced 
in  the  beginning  of  fummer,  fo  many  were  the  diScul- 
ties  ftarted  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  diflbfoit 
powers,  that  it  was  the  month  of  O£kober  before  amth 
ters  could  be  fmally  fettled.  Meanudiile  hoftilities 
were  carried  on  both  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies;  bat 
no  memorable  event  took  place.  Admiral  Bofcaweli 
hilcd  in  an  attempt  to  reduce  die  French  fettlement  of 
Pondicherry,  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandd }  and  admind 
Knowles,  in  an  attack  upon  St.  Jago  de  Cuba.  KnoMAe% 
however,  took  Port  Lewis,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Hi|KU 
niola,  and  demoliflied  the  fortifications  '^.  He  alio  ded- 
icated, ofF  die  Havanna,  a  Spanifh  fquadron  of  equal 
force  with  his  own,  and  took  one  fhip  of  die  line.  At 
Od. ;.  leugth  the  defininve  treaty  was  figned,  and  hoftilitio 
ceafed  in  all  quarters. 

This  treaty  had  for  its  bafis  a  general  confomttion 
of  all  preceding  treaties,  from  that  of  Weftphalia  down* 
ward ;  and  for  its  immediate  objeft,  as  the  means  of  a 
general  pacification,  a  mutual  reftitution  of  all  conqueib 
made  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war,  with  a  rdeaie  of 
prifoners  without  ranfom.  The  principal  ftipulatiom 
provide.  That  the  duchies  of  Parma,  Placrntia,  and 
Cuaftalla,  fhall  be  ceded,  as  a  fovereigntj-,  to  the  in* 
fant  Don  Philip,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body  j  {but 
it  was  alfo  ftipulatcd,  tliat,  in  cafe  he  or  his  defcendants 
Ihall  fuccced  to  the  crown  of  Spain  or  that  of  the  Tii'O 
Sicilies,  or  die  without  male  ifTue,  thofe  territories  fliall 
return  to  the  prefcnt  poflefTor?,  the  emprcfs  queen  of 


13.     C«/..*7;.  of  Rapin,  vol.   ix. 
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Huiigaiy  and  At  lung  of  Sardinia,  or  their  deicendants) :    l-BrrRR^ 
Thu  the  fubje^b  of  his  Britannic  maj^fty  (ball  enjoy    *^,^-,'_f 
the  Afieato  contra^  with  the  privilege  of  the  annual    A.  p.  t74S. 
Uff  during  die  reverfionary  term  of  four  years,  which 
it  im been  liifpended  by  the  war  s  (but  ho  mention  was 
mde  of  die  right  of  Englifli  (hips  to  navigate  the  Ame-« 
ricao  feas  without  being  fubje&  to  search,  though  the 
indigfiation  occafioned  by  the  violation  of  that  contefted 
i^tt  had  foldy  given  rife  to  the  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  Spain) :  That  all  the  contra&ng  powers 
flaD  guaranty  to- his  Pruffian  majefty  the  duchy  of  Si- 
lefift  and  the  county  of  GlatZy  as  he  now  poiTefles  them : 
And  that  fucb  of  the  fiime  powers  as  have  guarantied  the 
Fn^gmric  Sandion  of  the  emperor  Charles  VI.  for  fe- 
curii^  to  his  daughter,  the  prefent  emprefs-queen  of 
Hnogary.and  Bohemia,  the  undivided  fucce/Eon  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,    fhall  renew  their  engagements  in 
the  moft  folemn  manner,   with  the  exception  of  the 
ceffioj^  made  by  this  and  former  treaties  i^* 

Such  was  the  peace  of  Aix-la.Chapelle>  whidi  has 
been  fo  generally,  and  fo  unjufily  cenfured  by  £ngli(h 
writers,  who  ought  rather  to  have  cenfured  the  wanton 
wai^  and  the  waftefal  and  unflcilful  manner  of  condud* 
ing  it.  The  peace  was  as  good  as  the  confederates  had 
any  right  to  expeA,  They  had  been,  upon  the  whole, 
exceedingly  unfortunate.  They  had  never  haaarded  a 
batde^  in  the  Netherlands,  without  fuftaining  a  defeat ;. 
and  there  was  no  profpeft  of  their  being  more  fuccefs- 
ful,  had  they  even  been  reinforced  with  the  thirt}'  thou- 
land  Ruffians  hired,  while  the  fame  generals  command-. 
cd  on  both  fides.  But  matters  were  fo  ill  managed, 
that  the  Ruffians  could  not  have  joined  them  till  the 
£afon  of  a^on  would  have  been  nearly  ov^  s  and  had 

J4,  Arti-h  »/P<»e,  ibid. 

they 


THEHISTORY    OP^ 

they  being  ready  more  early,  it  is  believed  that  die  king 
of  Pruffia  would  have  interpoTed,  from  a  jeaiouiy  of  the 
aggrandifement  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  on  whc^em-* 
barraflrncnts  he  depended  for  the  quiet  pofleffion  of  lus 
conquefts.  The  refources  of  France  were  indeed  nearly : 
exhaufted  : — her  navy  was  deftroyed  :  and  Lewis  XV. 
made  lacrifices  proportioned  to  his  neceffities.  But 
great  as  his  neceffities  were,  he  could  have  cofitimied> 
the  war  another  year;  and  the  progrefs  of  his  arms 
during  one  campaign,  it  was  feared,  might  awe  the 
Dutch  into  fubmiffion.  A  confederacy,  always  ill  com- 
bined, would  have  been  broken  to  pieces ;  and  die  hoT- 
tile  powers,  left  feparately  at  the  mercy  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,  muft  have  acceded  to  worfe  conditions ;  or 
England  muft  have  hired  new  armies  of  merccmries;,  to 
continue  a  ruinous  continental  war,  in  which  fhe  had 
properly  no  intercft. 

But  altiiQugh  the  treaty  of  AixJa-Chapelle,  all  cir- 
cumftanccs  confidcred,  cannot  be  deemed  unfavourable 
to  the  confederates,  or  by  any  means  an  ilUtimed  mca- 
fure,  it  muft  be  lamented,  that  it  was  the  neccflary  con- 
fequence  of  fuch  a  long  and  fruitlefs  war— of  t  war, 
fingular  in  the  annals  of  mankind  ;  by  which,  aftes  a 
prodigious  deftrudion  of  the  human  fpccies,  and  a  va^ 
riety  of  turns  of  fortune,  all  parties  (the  king  of  Pruffia 
excepted,  whofe  felfiih  and  temporizing  policy  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  juftify)  may  be  (aid  to  have  been  lofers  ''• 

This. 


15.  1  he  fctt-emfnt  procurc^l  for  Pmi  Philip  in  Italy,  might  hive 
been  obtained  on  the  death  of  the  emperor  Charles  VI.  if  the  hoofe 
of  Boorhnn  had  confined  its  Tiewa  merely  to  that  oh\c6t  i  and  «d» 
Biitf  ing  that  it  could  not,  it  was  a  Tery  inadequate  equivalent  for  the 
cxpences  and  loffesof  the  two  branches  of  that  houfe,  by  land  and. 
feat,  during;  the  courfe  of  the  war.  The  kin$  of  Sardinia,  after  al( 
hH  fubfidics,  and  fome  ccfiioot  made  to  bim,  was  a  lofcr ;  and  tho 

qucca 
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This  refle£iion  more  particularly  ftrikes  us,  in  con- 
templating the  infatuation  of  France  and  Great  Britain : 
of  the  former,  in  lavifliing  fuch  a  quantity  of  blood  and   ^^•«74** 
treafure,  in  order  to  give  an  emperor  to  Germany ;  and' 
of  the  latter,  in  neglecting  her  moft  eflential  interefts, 
in  withdrawing  .her  attention  from  Spaniih  America, 
and  loading  her  fubjefb  with  an  immenfe  pubKc  deb^ 
in  order  to  prefervc  entire  the  fucceffion  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria  !  but  more  efpetially  the  folly  of  both  in  con- 
tinuing the  war,  for  feveral  years,  after  the  objeA  of 
it  was  loft  on  one  fide,  and  attained  on  the  other.     Not 
can  we,'  as  Englifhmen,  in  taking  fach  a  furvey,  help 
looking  back,  with  peculiar  regret,  to  the  peacefiil  ad* 
miniftration  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole ;  v^en  the  com- 
merce  and  manufadhures  of  Great  Britain  fioliriflied  to 
&  high  a  degree,  that  the  balance  of  trade  in  her  finvour 
amounted,  on  an  average,  to  the  immeofe  fum  of  feuf 
'billions  fterltng  annually ''. 

I 

Let  us  not  however,  my  dear  Philip,  dwell  wholly 
^n  the  dark  fide  of  the  pifture.  So  great  an  influx  of 
health,  without  any  extraordinary  expenditure,  or  call 
^  bold  enterprife,  muft  foon  have  produced  a  total  djU 
Solution  of  manners ;   and  the  Britiih   nation,  over-  .  ^ 

Vrhelmed  with  luxury  and  effeminacy,  might  have  funk 
into  an  early  decline.  The  martial  fpirit,  which  ftemed 
to  languifh  for  want  of  exercife,  was  revived  by  the  war. 
The  Englifh  navy,  which  had  been  fuffered  to  goto  de« 
cay,  vras  reftored,  and  that  of  France  ruined.  This  laft 
advantage  was,  in  itfelf,  worth  many  millions  of  trea- 

^ueo  of  Hungary  could  have  didated  better  conditions  in  1742^ 
whto  the  French  wc.e  driven  out  of  Cohemia,  than  (he  ae  lad  ac- 
ceded to.    Eren  the  king  of  Pruflia  obtained  no  more  than  was  ccde4 
to  him  by  the  treaty  of  Breflaw,  concluded  the  fame  year. 
l6m  Chalmers's  BJhmMie,  p.  3;:. 

fure; 
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giUlT  II.   fure :  and  it  was  eventually  prodinStive  of  a  multkiide  of 
A.IXS74S.   beneficial  confcquences.     A  defire  of  re-eftablifliing 
^  -•  their  marine  was  one  of  the  chief  motives  that  induced 

the  French  m'lniftry  to  grant  fuch  £ivourabk  conditiona 
CO  the  confederates  at  Aix-Ia-Chapelle  i  tbej  haring 
already  formed  the  defign^  as  will  afterward  more,  fully 
appear,,  of  extending  their  fettlements  both  in  America 
and  the  £aft  Indies. 


LETTER        XXXI. 

Faj«N££»'  Spain,  and  .Gkeat  Britain,  fr9m  the 
Peace  of  Aix-la-ChapejlLb  to  the  renewal  af  Haf- 
tll.ties  in  r 755,  zuith  a  y/r,eral  Vi^w  of  the  Dijputcs 
in  f*c  East-Indies,  a^idii  particutar  Jifcoitnt  of  the 
Rife  of  thf  IVar  iy:  A^itKlCA. 

LETT  J- R  rTpHE  few  years  of  peace  that  followed  the  treaty  of 
1^  J^^^  -Jl  Aix-la-Ch:ipclic»  were  the  moft  profperoos  and 
happy  that  Europe  had  ever  known.  Arts  and  letfeei s 
were-  facceisiiiUy  cultivated  ;  manufacture  and  cooif' 
merce  flouriihed ;  focict}*  was  highly  polifbed  ;  and  die 
intercourie  of  mankind,  of  nations  and  of  ranks^  was 
rendered  more  facile  and  general  than  in  any  former  pe- 
riod^  by  means  of  new  roads,  new  vehicles,  and  new 
amufements.  This  was  more  efpccially  the  cafe  in 
France  and  Er^land,  and  between  the  people  of  die  two 
rival  kingdoms  i  who,  forgetdng  paft  antmoiities 
fccmcd  only  to  contend  for  preeminence  in  gaietyy  ie« 
fincmcnt,  and  mutual  civilities^ 

That 
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That  harmony,  however,  was  difturbed  for  a  time^    letter 
by  alarming  tumults  in  England,  and  by  a  violent  difpute      XXXi. 
i>ctwcen  the  clergy  and  the  parliaments  of  France, 
which  threatened  a  rebellion  in  the  two  kingdoms.    But 
both'fubfided  without  any  important  or  lafting  confe- 
quence.     The  fifft  were  the  efFefts  of  the  wantonnefs 
of  the  common  people  of  England,  rioting  in  opulence 
and  plenty,  and  not  fufficiently  reftrained  by  a  regular 
police  :  the  fecond,  the  indication  of  a  rifing  fpirit  of  li- 
berty among  the  more  enlightened  part  of  the  French 
laity ;  as  I  (hall  have  occafion  to  (hew,  in  carrying  for- 
ward the  Progrefs  of  Society,  where  the  particulars  of  the 
difpute  will  be  mentioned  '.  Meanwhile,  the  two  govern- 
ments turned  on  one  another  a  watchful  ejT ;  and  a  long 
feafon  of  tranquillity  was  expefted  from  the  awe  with 
which  one  half  of  Europe  feemed  to  infpire  the  other. 

Tttt  French  miniftry  had  formed  the  plan  of  difpof- 
fefling  the  Englifli  of  their  principal  fettlements  both  in 
America  and  the  Eaft  Indies,  or  at  leaft  of  confiderably 
extencing  their  own  (as  I  have  already  had  occafion  to 
hint)  when  they  concluded  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle. 
In  thefe  ambitious  projefls  they  were  encouraged  by 
two  able  and  enterprifmg  men  ;  by  la  Galiflbniere,  go. 
vernor  of  Canada^  and  M.  Diipleix,  governor  of  Pondi- 
cherry.  But  in  order  to  infure  fuccefs  in  fuch  diftant 
expeditions,  it  was  necef&ry  for  France  to  reftore  her 
marine  ;  and  even  to  raife  it,  if  poflible,  to  a  fuperiority 
over  that  of  Great  Britain.  With  this  view,  prodigious 
eilbrts  were  made  :  naval  ftores  were  imported  from  all 
the  northern  kingdoms ;  a  great  number  of  fhips  were 
built  at  Breft  and  Toulon  ;  and  contrafts  were  enter- 
ed into  with  different  companies  in  Sweden,  for  builil- 
ing  eighteen  (ail  of  the  line. 

X.    Sec  LiTT.  XXXVI. 

Vol.  V.  O  Bur 
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FARTn.  .  But  nothing  i$  attended  with  fo  much  txpeactu 
the  raifing  or  reftoring  a  navy.  The  French  fioanceSy 
though  recruiting  feft,  were  not  equal  to  the  extraocdi* 
nary  drain.  Repeated  attempts  were  therefore  ma/iin, 
by  the  leading  men  in  France,  to  engage  the  court  of 
Spain,  whole  American  treafures  were  now  got  home 
in  iafety,  to  enter  into  their  ambitious  views ;  and  prqKK 
ials  for  a  fami]y-compa<S|  fuch  as  has  fmce  been  foimed^ 
were  exhibited  to  die  Spaniih  miniftry,  in  17531  bytl^ 
duke  de  Duras,  the  French  ambalTador  at  the  court  of 
Madrid,  under  the  diredlion  of  the  duke  de  Noailles* . 

When  the  duke  de  Duras  infifted  on  the  importance 
of  an  union  between  the  two  crowns,  he  was  told  that 
fuch  an  union  was  already  cdablifhed  by  the  treaty  of 
Fontainbleau  ;  an  irrevocable  feunily^ompaS,  and  to 
perfe<^  which  it  was  only  neceflary  to  cut  off  what  re- 
lated to  laft  war.    The  duke  de  Duras  was  ignocant 
iiicha  titaty  exifted,  and  Saint  Conteft,  the  French  i|ii«- 
nifter  for  foreign  affairs,  feemcd  inclined  to  keep  hiQi 
in  the  dark  ;  but  the  duke  de  Noailles  furnifhed  Hm 
with  a  copy  of  it,  accompanied  with  obfervation^  vbkh 
may  be  confidered  as  the  bafis  of  that  formidable  £uBi}y- 
fzompsuSt  which  was  afterward  concluded.    He  fMijCk* 
tained.   That  the  treaty  of  FontainbleSau,  almoft  att  the 
articles  of  which  related  to  the  late  war,  and  the  execu- 
tion of  which,  in  many  particulars  (fuch  as  the  rccovny 
of  the  iiland  of  Minorca  and  the  fortrefs  of  GibralCarl» 
Spain)  had  been  rendered  impof&ble  by  circumfiance^ 
was  in  a  manner  annulled  by  the  treaty  of  Aix-la^Cb- 
pelle ;  that  a  true  family-compad,  fuch  as  it  was  equaBf 
the  intereft  of  Fiance  and  Spain  to  contrad  for  tfaor 
mutual  advantage,  which  fhould  have  for  its  objedl 
the  fecuring  the  two  branches  of  the  houie  of  Bo^fte 
on  the  two  thrones,  and  the  prefervation  of  their  doou- 
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liom ;  the  glory  and  greatneis  of  both  kingdoms,  ought  LET 

not    only  to  be  irrevocable,  but  independent  of  time  ^^^ 
and  drcumflances ;  to  be  effi^^ed  neidier  by  peace  nor 


All  the  French  intrigues,  however,  were  defeated  by 

ibe  penetration,  vigilance,*  and  addreis  of  Mr.  Keene, 

1^  Britiih  minifter  at  Madrid,  fupported  by  die  credit 

if  the  judicious  and  intelligent  Mr.  Wall,  a  gentleman 

of  Irifli  extra£tion,  vfho  had  long  redded  as  Spanilh  am-- 

^aflador  at  the  couft  of  London  ;  and  by  the  ftill  moro 

powerful  influence  of  Farinelli  the  Yimous  Italian  finger, 

^o  entirely  governed  the  queen,  a  princels  of  Porto- 

pif  whofe  afcendant  over  her  huiband  was  abfolute  and 

Uncontroulable '. 

The  naturally  pacific  Ferdinand,  though  well  affeflcd 
'  ^l9W2Td  the  elder  branch  of  his  family,  was  thus  in- 
<luted  to  difregard  all  the  fplendid  allurements  of  the 
^ourt  of  Verfailles,  and  all  infinuations  to  the  difadvant* 
igeof  that  of  Great  Britain,  as  infidious  attempts  to  drag 
him  into  a  new  war.  In  anfwer  to  a  memorial  prefented 
by  the  French  ambaflador,  in  1754,  on  the  fubjcft  of 
die  fiuniIy«compa£l,  and  accompanied  with  a  letter,  in 
wfaidi  Lewis  XV.  mentions  the  patience,  beyond  mea- 
ibre,  with  which  he  had  fufFercd  die  unjuft  proceedings 
of  England  for  four  years,  the  Catholic  king  declared. 
That  he  was  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  the  harmony 
between  the  two  crowns,  and  between  the  two  branches 
of  die  houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  but  having  always  an  ej'e  to 
the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe,  and  the  jealoufy 

S.  JMcif*  PMf,  ft  Militairts^  twmpofesfur  Us  Piitei  Origitialix,  rg-* 
fmilhf  fmr  Adrisn  MmrUtf  due  St  NoaiUa,  margfibaJ  de  frvitt^ 
gtjmnifrt  iT  JEtel,  par  M,  r  AUe  MilUt,  torn.  iv. 

3.  idem.  ibii. 
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PART  n.  which  a  formal  compaft  would  excite,  he  thought  it  the 
intereft  of  the  two  monarchies  to  avoid  fuch  a  meafure ; 
and  that  the  differences  with  England  would  be  better 
compofed,  through  the  mediation  of  the  allied  powers, 
than  by  a  threatening  league  *. 

WiTHDR  AWING  his  heart  wholly  from  ambition,  the 
Spaiiifh  monarch  therefore  placed  all  his  glory  in  reviv- 
ing commerce,  and  encouraging  arts  and  manufa^ref, 
too  long  ncglc£lcd  among  his  fubjecls.  He  difgraced 
the  marquis  de  la  Encenada,  his  prime  minifter,  for  en- 
deavouring, in  conjunction  with  Elizabeth  Farnefe,  th^ 
quecn-dowager,  to  alter  his  measures  ;  and  Wall  being 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  adminiftration,  die  fiimc  wife 
and  pacific  meafures  were  purfued  during  the  fubfequent 
part  of  the  reign  of  Ferdinand  VI. 

The  difgrace  of  Encenada,  which  happened  when  aD 
things  (bemed  ripe  for  a  perpetual  league  between  France 
and  Spain,  gave  a  fatal  Uow  to  the  projcdls  of  the  court 
of  Verfaillcs.  But  the  French  miniftry  had  already 
gone  too  far  to  be  tamely  forgiven  by  Great  Britain. 
They  were  fcnfiblc  of  it ;  and  as  their  navy  was  not  yet 
in  full  force,  they  attempted,  though  too  late,  to  difarm 
lefentmcnt,  and  conciliate  favour,  by  an  hypocritical 
appearance  of  moderation.  Their  views  were  obvious 
to  all  Europe.  And  when  they  found  they  could  no 
longer  deceive,  or  foothe  the  court  of  London,  they  at- 
tempted to  intimidate  it,  by  threatening  the  German  do- 
minions of  George  11.  in  hopes  that  the  appreheniion  of 
this  danger  would  make  their  encroachments  in  America 
be  winked  at,  until  they  were  in  a  condition  to  avowtheir 
purpofe.  But  before  we  enter  upon  that  fubjeft,  a  va- 
riety of  others  muft  be  difculTed.   A  view  muft  be  taken 

s.  Noaillcs,  ubifupra. 

of 
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of  the  ftate  of  the  fetdements  of  the  rival  powers  in  both     lijtter 
cxtremirics  of  the  globe.  '  xxxl 

Though  Madrafs  was  reftorcd  to  the  Englifh  Eaft 
India  company,  and  Louifbourg  to  the  French  mo- 
narchy, agreeable  to  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapclle,  hof- 
tilities  between  the  fubjedls  of  France  and  England 
could  never  be  Ciid  properly  to  have  ccafed,  either  in 
North  America  or  the  Eaft  Indies.  The  taking  of 
thofetwo  important  placeJ^,  and  the  ineffeihial  attempts 
to  recover  them,  had  irritated  the  fpirit  of  the  two  lUr- 
tions.  And  plans  were  laid  by  each,  as  we  have  feen, 
during  the  latter  years  of  the  war,  for  the  conqucft  of 
file  principal  fettlements  belonging  to  the  other,  both 
!S  Hie  Eaft  Indies  and  in  North  America.  But  thofe 
plans  proved  abortive.  And  all  fuch  ambitious  projects 
fcem  to  have  been  rclinquiflied,  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  at  the  peace  5  for  although  {he  gave  up  Louif- 
bourg with  reluctance,  that  rclu£bmce  proceeded  lefe 
from  any  purpofe  of  extending  her  pofleflions  in  North 
America,  than  from  an  apprehcnfion  of  the  injuries 
and  inconveniences  to  which  it  would  again  expofe  her 
colonics,  in  cafe  of  a  new  war.  The  views  of 
France  were  very  different,  when  (he,  with  no  lefs 
reluebmcc,  reftorcd  Madrafs  to  the  Englifh  Eaft  In- 
dia. Company. 

M.  Duple IX,  governor  of  Pondicherr}\  having  gal- 
lantly defended  that  place  againft  the  Britilh  armament 
under  Bofcawcn,  in  1748,  immediately  conceived  the 
great  idea  of  advancing  the  interefts  of  the  French  Eaft 
India  company,  by  acquiring  for  France  large  territoruj 
poilefEons  in  the  fouth  of  Afia  i  and  evci\  of  making 
himfelf  matter,  by  degrees,  of  the  whole  pcninfula  of 
India  Proper.    On  the  two  fides  of  that  vaft  pcninfula, 
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FARTH.    iRFlrich  projefls  out  into  the  fea  to  Ac  extent' of  m 
\^0m^mm^     tfioufiuid  tniidy  uid  occupies  the  immenfe  ipaoe  i)e- 
tween  the  widely  feparated  mouths  of  the  Indus  and  tlie 
Ganges,  the  European  companies  have  eflabliihed  many 
fadories.    The  weft  fide  is  called  the  Malabar,  and  the 
eaft  the  Coromandel  coaft.     This  extenfive  and  Satik 
territory  chiefly  belongs  to  the  Great  Mogul*    But  die 
fucceiToJS  of  Aurengzebe  (the  laft  of  the  defcendduits  of 
Tamerlane,  the  illuftrious  Tartar  conqueror  of  Indoftaoi 
who  maintained  with  vigour  fupreme  dominion  in  die 
Eaft),  had  funk  into  a  ftate  of  indolence  and  eflfeminacy, 
and  fmce  the  irruption  of  the  famous  Kouli  ^fiEhal^ 
in  1738,  had  poflefled  fo  little  authority,  that  aB  tlie 
great  officers  of  the  crown  were  become  in  a  mUBer 
independent  princes.      The  Subahs,  or  Mahometui 
viceroys  of  provinces  ;  the  Nabobs,  or  governofs  of 
inferior  diftrids  s  and  even  the  Rajas,  or  tributary  la-, 
dian  princes,  now  began  to  confider  themfelves  as  ab- 
folute  fovereigns  ;  paying  to  the  Mogul  emperors  any 
homage  they  thought  proper,  and  frequently  naktng 
war  on  one  another. 

The  better  to  carry  his  grand  fcheme  into  executiciti, 
Dupleix  formed  the  projeft  of  making  Subahs  and  Na- 
bobs i  and  even  of  becoming  a  nabob  himfelf.  In  this 
projeft  he  was  encouraged  by  his  own  fituation  and  the 
circumftances  of  the  times.  The  late  war  had  brought 
a  number  of  French  troops  to  Pondicherry,  and  the  ftate 
of  affairs  in  India  was  highly  propitious  to  his  views. 

The  Subafliip  of  the  Decan,  which  extends  from 
Cape  Comorin  almoft  to  the  Ganges,  having  become 
vacant  in  1748,  and  being  claimed  by  different  competi- 
tors, Dupleix  and  his  affociates,  after  a  fcries  of  bold 

enter- 
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niterprifes  anJ  fingiihr  ei^ents,  in  which  the  intrepiftjr  LETTER 
of  the  French,  the  abjefi  condition  of  the  natives,  and  *^^'' 
the  weakneft  and  corruption  of  the  court  of  Delhi, 
were  equally  confpicuous,  difpofedof  it  in  1750^  in  fa^ 
vour  of  Murzafa  Jing,  grand-fon  of  the  late  Suhah. 
Murzafa,  who  had  gallantlydifputed  the  viceroyalcy  with 
us  uncle,  Nazir  Jing,  was  flain  foon  after  in  battle,  and 
fucGceded  in  the  fubahfhip  of  the  Dccan  by  Sallabat 
Jing,  another  uncle  ;  who  being  condu(5^cd  by  a  body  of 
French  troops  to  Aurengabad,  the  capital  of  the  pro- 
vince, there  governed  in  fecurity,  under  the  protection 
of  France,  independent  of  the  Great  Mogul,  to  wfaofe 
authority  he  bid  defiance.  Both  this-prlnce  and  his  prede- 
ceilbr  made  liberal  ccfficns  to  their  European  bencCidlors. 

Before  M.  Dupleix  had  thus  far  fucceeded  In  his 
plan,  he  was  enabled  to  procure  the  Nabobfhip  of  Arcot, 
in  which  Pondicherry  is  fituatcd,  for  a  man  whoie  at- 
tachment and  fubmiflion  might  be  depended  upon. 
The  perfon  fingled  out  for  that  purpofe  was  Chunda 
Saheb,  fon-in-law  to  a  former  Nabob,  whom  he  had 
hoped  to  fuccccd.  But  the  court  of  Delhi  diiap-  - 
pointed  his  ambition,  by  beftowing  the  nabobfhip  of 
Arcot  upon  Anawaradean  Khan,  an  aged  prince,  whofe 
fortune  had  undergone  a  variety  of  revolutions.  Through 
the  intrigues  of  Dupleix,  however,  and  the  afliflance  of 
French  troops,  Chunda  Saheb  vanquifhed  his  rival,  who 
fell  in  battle,  and  obtained  a  grant  of  the  difputed  go* 
vcmmcnt  from  Murzafa  Jing. 

The  new  Nabob  vigoroufly  fupportcd  die  French  In 
their  ufurpations.  They  became  maflers  of  an  immenfe 
territory,  extending  fix  hundred  mile%  along  the  coaft 
o£  Coromandel.  M.  Dupleix  had  even  the  addrefi  to 
get  bimfelf  appointed  Nabob  of  the  Camatic  during  the 
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PART  II.  life  of  Chunda  Saheb.  And  he  and  his  afibciates  in  tb« 
' ^  "^-^  Eaft,  encouraged  in  their  ambitious  views  by  the  court  of 
Verfailles  (though  afterward  timidly  abandoned  by  it)) 
propofed  to  obtain  from  the  Great  Mogul,  or  from  the 
Subah  of  the  Decan>  a  ccffion  of  the  capital  of  the  Pott 
tuguefe  fettleme(its  on  the  cq^ft  of  Malabar^  and  to  feize 
upon  the  whole  country  that  lies,  in  a  triangular  form, 
between  Mazulipatnam,  Goa,  and  Cape  ComorinS 

In  the  mean  time,  Mahommed  Ally,  fon  of  the  lato 
Nabob  of  Arcot,  having  taken  fhclter  in  Tritchino- 
poly,  a  ftrong  fortrefs  ftill  in  his  pofleffion,  implored  the 
ailifiance  of  the  Englifh,  with  whom  his  father  bad 
lived  in  friendfliip.  And,  in  order  to  induce  them  ta 
cfpoufe  his  caufe,  he  reprcfcntcd  that  his  interefts  and 
theirs  were  intimately  coiuiefted  ;  that  their  danger  was 
common,  as  the  French,  if  fuffered  to  proceed  in  their 
conquefts,  would  fobn  make  themfelves  mafters  of  all 
the  Carnatic.  He  accordingly  received  a  reinforcement^ 
under  major  Lawrence,  a  brave  an(J  experienced  officer  j 
and  the  enemy  being  compelled  to  retire  from  Tiit- 
chinopoly,  he  went  in  pcrfon  to  Fort  St.  David,  and 
entered  into  clofe  alliance  with  the  governor,  in  the 
name  of  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  company,  to  which  he 
gave  up  feme  commercial  points,  of  no  fovill  moment,j 
that  ha4  been  long  difputcd. 

Mahommed  Ally,  in  confideration  of  this  alK- 
aiicc,  received  another  reinforcement,  under  captain. 
Cope,  and  a  third  under  captain  Gingen.  A  number 
of  actions  took  place,   and  with  great  diverfity  of  for^ 

5.  Thefc  ambitious  projc^s  arc  owned  by  Voltaire,  Raynal,  ind 
other  French  writers.  Aijd  Mr.  Or  me,  one  of  the  moft  judicious 
£n;;li(h  writers  on  the  affairs  of  Indodan,  unpuics^  to  M.  Pupkit 
yet  more  eztenfivc  plans  of  dpmiuioii. 

tune, 
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tiliit.    'Sometimes  viftory  declared  for  the  French,  and    letter 
(bmetimes  for  the  Englilh.     But  no  decifive  advantage    ^     -  \f 
had  been  gained  before  the  campaign  of  1751^  when 
a 'great   military   character  appeared  on  that  theatre 
wbere  he  was  afterward  to  make  fo  diftinguifhqd  ^ 
figure. 

Xuis  was  the  famous  Mr.  Clive,  who  had  gone  out 
to  Fort  St.  David  as  a  u/r/'/^r,  or  accomptant,  to  the  * 
Englifli  Eaft  India  company,  and  was  at  that  time  com* 
miflary  to  the  army.  Hepropofed  to  divide  the  French 
fosre,  by  attacking  Arcot,  the  capital  of  the  province 
of  the  lame  name,  and  the  feat  of  the  Nabob.  Being 
fyrnifhed,  for  that  purpofe,  with  one  hundred  and  thirty 
European  ibldiers,  he  accordingly  repaired  to  Madrafe  ^ 
where  receiving  a  fmall  reinforcement,  he  happily  ac- 
ooinpUihed  his  enterprife.  Arcot  was  taken.  But  be- 
fore the  vi£lor  had  Icifure  to  fccure  his  conqued,  or  to 
think  of  a  retreat,  he  was  bcfieged  in  the  place,  by  sl 
numerous  army  of  French  and  Indians,  under  Raja 
Saheb,  thefonof  Chund^  Salieb, 

TffE  ruin  of  Captain  Clive  and  his  brave  aflbciates 
fccmcd  now  inevitable  ;  and  the  more  timid  began  to 
rcprefent  it  (as  poftcri^y  certainly  would,  if  it  had  taken 
place)  as  the  natural  confcquencc,  and  juft  punifhment^ 
of  his  prefumptuou5  raflinefs.  By  his  courage  and  con- 
du(^  hpvvever,  he  repelled  all  the  efforts  of  the  aflai-r 
lants  J  who  having  fuffcrcd  feverely  in  many  defperatc 
attacks,  were  forced  to  rclinquifh  their  enterprife,  after 
a  vigorous  fiegcof  fifty  days*.  This  defence  is  me- 
Qiorable  in  the  annals  of  war.  It  was  maintained  with 
Wonderful  intrepidity  and  perfeverance  againft  greatly 

6.  0rme*t  Hjfl    of  the  Military   Traafu^iom  rf  tbt  BrUifk  No* 
im  k  laJ^ag,  bpok  ill. 

(upcrior 
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fiiperior  numbers^  provided  with  fldUiil  cnguiccrsi-by'a 
hftndful  of  men,  under  a  young  eommtfidefy  in  a-grctt 
meafiire  ignorant  of  the  military  fcience  i  but  tfe  re» 
ioivces  fuggefted  by  whofe  genius  were  fvck^  as  would 
have  been  era|doyed  by  the  greateft  mafters  in  die  ait 

of  defending  fortified  places. 

(* 

Receiving  foon  after  a  reinforcement;  under  cap- 
tain  Kirkpatrick,  Captain  Clive  purfued  the  enemy  s  and 
coming  up  with  them  in  the  plains  of  Ami,  gained  a 
complete  ridlorjr,  after  an  obftinate  diipute  of  five  hours. 
But  this  viSory  did  not  put  an  end  to  the  war.  The 
French,  who  were  ftill  powerful  at  Pondicherry,  quidc* 
ly  aflembled  a  new  army,  and  took  tiie  field  in  coquac- 
tion  with  their  aUies,  Sallabat  Jing  and  Chunda  Saheb. 
The  Engliih,  who  perfevered  in  fupporting  Mahom- 
Hied  Ally,  were  joined  by  the  Rajah  of  Tanjour,  and 
other  princes  in  their  alliance.  Major  Lawrence  afliim- 
cd  the  chief  command  of  the  Company's  troops ;  and 
captain  Clive,  who  fhared  his  confidence,  aded  under 
him,  and  continued  to  give  ftefh  proofs  of  his  military 
genius.  The  whole  pcninfula  of  India  rung  with  the 
£n  of  arms,  and  fome  of  its  fineft  provinces  were  laid 
'  wafte.  At  length,  after  a  variety  of  efforts,  in  which 
the  advantage  was  generaUy  in  favour  of  the  Engliih, 
the  French  and  their  allies  were  effe^ally  humbled ; 
and  Chunda  Saheb  being  madeprifoner  by  the  Rajah  of 
Tanjour,  that  prince  cruelly,  but  politically,  comnuuided 
his  head  to  be  ilruck  ofi^  in  order  to  prevent  future  dif* 
putes.  « 

Ik  confequencc  of  this  fuccefs,  the  French  were  ftript 
of  many  of  their  late  acquifidons.  Mahommed  Ally 
remained  undifputed  Nabob  of  Arcot ;  and  the  arnhi* 
lious  and  enterprifing  Dupleix  being  recalled  io  1754,  a 

cdlaijoa 
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ttcffitkm  of  arms  took  pticebefW^en  the  hoftflcpo^^   ''xxxT' 
Ma  prdude  to  » treaty  of  peace.      A  condttionsd^  treaty     o^y^^^j 
iiv«s  aiccorfingfy  negociated,  by  which  the  French  and   ^^-  '754* 
Ei^lifk  codipanies  agreed  for  ever  to  renounce  all  orieiii- 
tal  gowcrnnieni  and  dignity ;  never  to  interfere  in  any 
diiputes  that  might  arife  between  the  princes  of  the 
country ;  and  that  all  places,  except  fuch  as  were  par- 
tldUlarly  ftiputated  to  remain  in  the  pofleffion  of  each 
^cMnpahy;  ihould  be  delivered  up  to  the  government  of 
fiidoftan  7.     Thefe  ftipulations  it  is  unnccefl&ry  to  enu- 
tbtrztt^  as  riiey  were  never  fulfilled.     Before  this  condi- 
tSofial  treaty  had  received  the  fenSion  of  the  two  co^- 
puues  in  Europe,  a  new  war  between  fhe  two  nations 
tnf^keout  tn  another  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  fbon  eni* 
CiMIed  the  whole  world. 

Tnr  province  of  NoVa  Scotia  in  North  America,  fb 
which  the  French  gave  the  name  of  rAcadie,  was  ceded 
ftf  Gfctat  Britain,  .as  we  have  feen,   at  the  peace  of 
Utrecht.     But  the  foil  being  reputed  barren,  and  the 
dim<ao  iritenfely  cold,  only  a  few  Englifh  families  fetded 
in  tRat  much  contefteJ  country,  notwithftanding  its  ad- 
TMitageous  fituation  for  carrying  on  the  filhing  trade, 
'and  Its  abounding  in  naval  ftores  5  fo  that  the  French 
iiAabitants,  having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  their 
new  fovereign,  continued  to  enjoy  their  pofleilionsy  their 
reUgion,  and  every  other  privilege,  under  the  Britifli  go* 
Ycmmcht,  which  exadled  from  them  neither  rent  nor 
taxes.     As  they  were  exempted  from  the  obligation  of 
carrying  arms  againft  the  fubjecls  of  his  moft  Chriftjan 
majefty,  they  afliimed  to  themfelves  the  name  of  Neu- 
trals,    This  peaceful  charafter,  which  they  were  bound 
by  every  tie  of  honour  and  gratitude  to  maintain,  they 
(haiticfiilly  violated  in  1746,  when  France  attempted  to 
ftgain  poflciEon  of  the  country.     Theii  conduii  on  tl»t 

7.  Id.  ibtiL 
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occaHoiH  thoi^h  xx>t  altogether  hoftile^  was  utterly  if|r 
A^Bur^u!  coafiftent  with  their  political  fituatlon^  and  fufficiend/ 
ihewed  the  necdHity  of  peopling  Nova  Scotia  widi  Brl- 
tiflx  fubjedb  -,  as  well  to  fecure  its  dependence  as  a  co* 
lony,  as  to  render  it  of  any  benefit  to  the  mother-country, 
the  Neutrals  being  clandeftincly  fupplied  with  French 
commodities  from  Canada  and  Cape  Breton ". 

The  peace  of  Aix-Ia-Chapelle,  which  left  a  number 
of  men,  bdonging  to  Ac  fca  and  land  fervice,  without 
employment^  was  highly  favourable  to  fuch  a  proje^ 
The    Britiih  miniftry  accordingly   offered  great   en- 
couragement to  all  foldiers,  failors,  artificers,  and  rCr 
duccd  officers,  who  chofc  to  fettle  in  Nova  Scotia*     Bc- 
fidc  large  Iocs  of  land,  proportioned  to  their  rank  in  the 
trmy  or  navy,  government  engaged  to  pay  the  charge 
of  their  paflagc,  to  build  them  houfes,  to  furnifh  them 
with  all  the  neceflary  utenfils  for  hufbandry  and  thft 
fifhcry,  and  to  defray  the  expencc  pf  fubfifteiKC  for  the 
firil  jrear.    In  confecjuence  of  this  liberality,  about  three 
thoufand  families,  many  of  whom  wei^  German,  procef* 
tants  J  embarkod  for  Nova  Scotia .     The  town  of  Hali&x^ 
intended  as  a  naval  and  military  ftation,  in  order  to  rc- 
prc&  the?  encroachments  of  the  Frcixch,  was  built,  anjl. 
the  harbour  ftrongly  fortified. 

Now  it  was  that  the  difputes,  between  France  and 
England,  concerning  the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia  (which 
had  not  hitherto  been  diftindlly  fettled,  by  reafon  of  its 
ncglecSled  condition)  began  to  be  hotly  agitated  by  thp 
conuniil'aries  of  the  two  crowns.  And  new  difputes  of 
ftiil  more  importance,  arofe,  relative  to  the  boundaries 
of  the  Britifh  provinces  to  the  fouthward,  on  which  thp 
French  had  attempted  fyftematically  to  encroach.  Their 
plan  VTas  to  unite,  by  a  chain  of  forts^  Canada  and  Loui- 

S.  C««lM.  oi  Rapin^  vol  ix. 
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^ana,  their  two  cxtenfive  colonies,  and  to  circumfcribe    l-ETTfR 

XXXL 
ihe  EnglHh  colonics  within  that  traft  of  country  which   ^     -^  r  ^ 

lies  between  the  Allegany  mountains  and    the   fau   A.D.1754- 

"l*his  matter  will  require  fome  elucidation. 

Though  the  Britifh  colonics  had  made  fewfcttlemcnts 
beyond  the  Apalachian  mountains,  and  thofe  few  chiefly 
for  the  conveniency  of  the  Indian  trade,  the  inhabitants  of 
Virginia  always  confidcred  the  extent  of  their  country 
toward  the  eaft  to  be  unlimited,  as  it  had  hctn  fettled 
before  the  French  had  fo  much  as  difcovercd  Loui* 
fiana.  Nor  did  the  people  of  the  two  Carolinas  ever 
doUbt  but  they  might  extend  their  plantations  to  the 
banks  of  the  Miilifippi,  without  encroaching  on  the  pro- 
perty of  any  European  nation.  Their  only  care  was  to 
quiet  the  jealoufy  of  the  Indians,  who  were  apt  to  take 
alarm  at  any  fettlement  in  the  back-country,  as  an  inva- 
flon  on  that  portion  of  their  native  ibil  which  the  ambi* 
tion  of  the  Europeans  had  ftill  left  them,  and  which  they 
Teemed  determined  to  preferve,  with  the  laft  drop  of  their 
blood,  in  a  date  of  favage  nature,  for  the  purpofes  of  the 
chace,  their  favourite  amufement,  and,  bcfide  war,  their 
tblc  occupation.  Toward  the  north,  the  boundaries  of 
the  Briti/h  colonies,  thofe  of  Nova  Scotia  excepted, 
were  better  underftood,  as  the  province  of  Canada,  on 
which  they  bordered,  had  been  longer  fettled  than  Loui- 
liana ;  yet  on  our  northern  colonics  the  French  bad 
made  encroachments,  and  with  impunity. 

In*  confequence  of  thofe  encroachment?,  and  others 
neceflary  to  complete  her  ambitious  plan,  France  would 
have  enjoyed,  in  time  of  peace,  the  whole  Indian  trade, 
and  the  Englifh  colonics,  in  time  of  war,  muft  have  had  a 
frontier  of  fifteen  himdred  miles  to  defend  a<yainft  blood- 
S  thirHy 
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VART  41.  darfiy.  lavages,  condoled  by  French  officefSi  attd  hf^ 
}^i^^^!l7^  ported  by  difciplincd  troops.  Itwasmeffieft»4Mnd^ 
tbeextinaioaoftheBritiihiettlemeiits*  And^fll^wi^ 
oat  fuch  interior  communication  between  Camkk^afli 
IxHiifiana  as  was  projeded,  the  French  fettfemeiieittt 
the  Miffifippi  and  the  St.  Lawrence, .  coidd  aei^f  ft 
was  (aid,  attain  to  any  high  degree  of  confequence  or 
fccurity ;  the  navigation  of  the  one  river  betngafaD 
ieaibns  difficult,  and  that  of  the  other  Mocked  up  wiSI 
ice,  during  the  winter  months,  ib  as  to  predaode  cM^ 
rior  fupport  or  relief.  -  -  ^' 

This  fcbeme  of  ufurpation,  which  is  (uppofed  ti^l|ppi 
long  occupied  the  deliberations  of  the  court  fif  Vtfw 
fuUeSy  was  ardently  embraced  by  De  la  Jonquiere,  IMT 
commander  in  chief  of  tbe  French  forces  inNorth-Ame* 
lica,  and  by  la  Galiflbniere,  a. man  of  bold  and  eotny 
prHing  fpirit,  who  had  been  appointed  governor  of  New 
France  in  1747.  By  their  joint  efforts,  in  addition  li 
thofe  of  their  predeceflbr%  forts  were  ereded  along  tlii 
Great  Lakes,  which  communicate  with  the  nver  St 
Lawrence,  and  alfo  on  the  Ohio  and  the  MiflS£ppii 
The  vaft  chain  was  almoft  completed,  from  Quebec  tP 
New  Orleans,  when  the  court  of  England,  rou(ed  bjr 
repeated  injuries,  broke  off  die  conferences  relative,  to 
the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia. 

These  conferences  had  been  artfully  protracted  Afl^ 
perplexed  by  the  commiflaries  of  the  court  of  France. 
They  wanted  to  confine  the  province  of  Nova  Scoda 
folely  to  that  peninfula,  which  is  formed  by  tbe  bay  of 
Fundy,  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  the  Gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence; while  the  Englifh  commiflaries  made  it  ex- 
tfsnd  to  Pentagoe^  to  the  weft,  and  io  tfic  bonks  of 

the 
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tiie  river  St.  Lawrence,  on  the  north,  fad  prored,  ^^™ 

hf  iocootrovertible   argumeats,    that  thefe  v^ere  its  ^_ -^^'^ 

real  beundaries ;  boundaries  which  the  French  thenft*  A.  D.  1754. 

Mves  had  marked  out,  when  it  was  reflored  to  them  by  . 
treaty^  under  the  name' of  TAcadie^  and  particular!/  at 
the  peace  of  Breda  7. 

Poring  thoie  unavailing  diiputes,  the  French  were 
carrying  on  their  encroachments  in  America,  with 
great  boldnefs,  in  different  quarters.  The  rifing  (ettle-> 
ment  of  Halifax,  which  they  forelaw  was  intended  as 
a  bridle  upon  them,  particularly  excited  their  jealouly  ; 
and. the  a£tive  and  vigilant  governor  of  Canada^  befide 
creAing  (everal  forts,  within  the  difputed  limits  of  No- 
va Scotia,  had  inftigated  firft  the  Indians,  and  afttrw^ 
the  French  Neutrals,  to  take  up  arms  ^ainft  die  Brittih 
government.  Hoftilities  were  likewife  commenced  oh 
the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  where  the  French  furprilcd  a  fiM> 
tified  poft  of  confiderable  importance,  called  Log's^ 
town,  which  the  Virginians  had  eftablifhed  for  the  con«- 
veniency  of  the  Indian  trade ;  and  after  pillaging  its 
warehoufes  of  fldns  and  European  goods  to  the  amount 
of  tvtoity  thoufand  pounds,  under  pretence  that  it  was 
within  the  government  of  New  France,  which  compr»- 
faended  in  its  jurifdidion  both  Canada  and  Looifianay 
they  murdered  all  the  Englifh  inhabitants  except  two, 
whm  fortunately  efcaped  to  relate  the  melancholy  tale. 
About  the  fame  time,  M.  de  Dontrccoeur,  with  a  tfaois^ 
fimd  men  and  eighteen  pieces  of  cannon,  embarked  at 
Venango,  a  fbit  which  the  French  had  raifed  on  tl^ 
banks  of  the  Ohio,  and  reduced  another  Britifh  poK, 
eftablifhedby  die  Virginians,  on  the  forks  of  dieMonaim- 

7.  iUW.  Univ,  Hi/.  iPoU  XV.  foU  edit.     Smolktt^t  Blfl.  Smg. 
TSLxii. 
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Certain  intelligence  of   thefc   hoftilities   bavti^ 
reached  England,  orders  were  fent  to  the  governors  of 
her  colonies  to  drive  the  French  from  their  ufurpations 
in  Nova  Scotia ;  from   their  fortified  pofts  upon  Ac 
Ohio ;  and  every  where  to  oppofe  force  to  force*    But 
fatal  experience  foon  made  the  Britifli  miniftry  fenfible 
of  the  great  fuperiority  of  the  military  ftrength  of  their 
enemies  in  North  America.;  a  fuperiority  arifing  from 
the  original  conftitution  of  the  colonies  of  the  two  rivd 
iingdoms,  and  other  concurring  circumftances.      The 
government  of  New  France,  being  moved  by  one  Spring, 
Jivas  capable  of  more  vigorous  efforts  than  the  powerful 
•but  feparate  governments  belonging  to  Great  Britain. 
The  interefts  of  the  Englifh  colonies  were  often  contra- 
^£tory  :  they  had  frequent  difputes^  with  each  odier, 
xroncerning  their  boundaries  ;  and  the  inhabitants  (litde 
iiabituated  to  armS)  and  divided  by  religious  feuds)  were 
-perpetually  quarrelling  with  their  governors,  and  dif- 
puting,  on  the  moft  urgent  as  well  as  the  moil  trivial 
occafions,  the  prerogatives  of  the  croWn  or  the  rights  rf 
the  proprietary,  as  their  governments  happened  to  be 
conftituted  j  in  one  colony  verging  toward  monarchy,  in 
.another  bordering  on  democracy.  This  want  of  concert, 
which  had  often  rendered  our  more  wealthy  and  popu- 
lous, colonies  inadequate  to  their  own  defence  againfla 
naturally  inferior  enemy,  had  long  been  lamented  by  the 
more  enlightened  part  of  the  inhabitants,  and  was  well 
underftood  by  the  French  *.     In  order  to  remedy  fb  pal- 
pable a  political  defcft,  two  mcalures  fcemed  neceflary; 
namely,  a  confederacy  among  all  the  Britifh  governments 

8.  It  wai  on  this  principle,  and  the  military  fpirit  of  the  Frcnck 
coloniftt,  that  the  old  and  experiei\ccd  duke  de  Noailles  encoarage<^ 
by  memorials,  the  court  of  Vcrfaillcs  in  itt  ambitious  projeds  ift 
North  Amciica,  tliough  under  colour  of  providing  for  the  fccurlty 
4>{  its  own  fettlcBients.    Mem,  torn.  iv. 

on 
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on  Ac  continent  of  Nortii  America,  and  an  alliance    ^^^[^^ 
with  the  moft  confiderable  Indian  nations  in  their  neigh-     w-v^ 
bouihood.  A.n.1754. 

As  a  preliminary  ftep  toward  fuch  a  confederacy,  the 
governor  of  New  York,  accompanied  by  deputies  from 
the  other  colonies,  gave  a  meeting  to  the  Iroquois,  or  as 
tfaey  arc  commonly  called.  The  Indians  of  the  Six  Na^ 
iioHSj  ait  Albany.     But  only  a  few  of  their  chiefs  attend- 
ed; and  it  was  evident  that  even  thofe  were  much  cooled 
in  their  afie^on  to  the  Englifh  government.     This 
change  was  occafioned  by  the  powerful  but  fecret  in-    ' 
fluence  of  the  French  agents,  who  had  lately  employed 
every  means  to  corrupt  the  favages.     In  order  to  coun- 
tmuSk  their  intrigues  with  the  Six  Nations,  valuable 
prdencs  were  made,  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty,  to  fuch   of  the  Indian  chiefs   as   had  thought 
proper  to  attend,  and  liberal  promifes  to  the  whole* 
They  rcfufed,  however,  "  to  take  up  the  hatchet,"  their 
phrade  for  going  to  war.      They  could  only  be  induced 
to  declare,  That  they  were  willing  to  renew  their  treaties 
with  the  king  of  England,  and  hoped  he  would  aflift 
them  in  driving  the  French  from  the  places  they  had 
ufurped  in  the  back  country. 

Encouraged  even  by  fo  flight  an  indication  of  friend- 
ihtp,  and  the  ardour  of  the  people  of  the  different  colo- 
nies for  war,  a  refolution  was  adopted  by  the  general 
aflembly  at  Albany,  to  fupport  the  Britifh  claims  in 
every  quarter  of  North  America.  In  confcquence  of 
this  refolution,  major  Wafhington,  a  provincial  ofEcer, 
was  difpatched  from  Virginia,  with  four  hundred  men, 
to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy;  and  to  recover,  if 
opportunity  fhould  ofH*r,  the  places  they  had  taken  upon 
the  Ohio.  Wafhington  enca'.rpeJ  on  die  bank <^  ofiliat 
Vol.  V.  *  P  river. 
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river,  where  he  threw  up  fome  works  for  his  {ecmitff 

JLD^ijsi,  ^^  ^^P^^  ^^  ^®  ^^'^ ^^  *®^^  ^°  defend  himfelf  until  he 
fhould  receive  a  reinforcement,  which  was  fpcedily  cx- 
pedled  from  New  York. 

In  the  mean  time  de  Villier,  the  French  commandant 
on  the  Monaungahela,  having  in  vain  fummoned  Wafli- 
ington  to  abandon  his  poft,  marched  up  to  his  entrench- 
ments, at  the  head  of  eight  hundred  men,  and  attempted 
to  carry  the  works  by  afTault.  But  Wafiiington  defended 
himfelf  with  fo  much  intrepidity,  as  to  render  all  the  ef- 
forts of  the  enemy  abortive :  and  he  obtained  very  ho- 
nourable terms  for  himfelf  and  his  detachment.  It  was 
agreed  that  both  parties  fhould  retire ;  the  Englifh  toward 
Will's  Creek,  arid  theTrench  toward  the  river  Monaun- 
gaheb.  But  fcarce  were  the  articles  figned,  when  a 
frefh  body  of  French  and  Indians  appeared ;  and  al- 
though de  Villier  pretended  to  adhere  to  his  engager 
ments,  he  very  patiently  fufFered  the  Indians  to  harrafs 
the  Englifh  in  their  retreat,  and  even  to  plunder  their 
baggage  K 

No  fooner  did  the  courts  of  London  and  Verfailles  ob- 
tain intelligence  of  thofe  violent  proceedings,  than  both 
were  made  fenfible  that  a  rupture  was  now  become  in- 
evitable. France  continued  to  fend  reinforcements  of 
men,  and  fupplies  of  money  and  flores  to  Canada,  for 
the  profecution  of  her  ambitious  projects  ;  and  orders 
were  fent,  by  Great  Britain,  to  the  governors  of  her 
feveral  colonies  to  arm  the  militia,  and  ufe  their  utmofl 
endeavours  to  repel  the  hoftile  attempts  of  the  enemy, 
until  troops  could  be  embarked  for  their  farther  protec- 
tion. But  although  prepared  to  cut  with  the  fword  the 
Gordian  knot  of  a  long  and  intricate  negociation,  die 

8.  Id.  ibid. 
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minifters  of  the  two  kingdoms  breathed  nothing  but 
peace  i  and  exchanged,  in  the  name  of  their  mailers, 
reciprocal  profeffions  of  gdod  will.  At  length,  how-  A.  D.  1754. 
ever,  undoubted  information  having  been  received  in 
England,  that  a  powerful  armament,  deftined  for  Amc-  A.  0.1755. 
rica,  was  ready  to  (ail  from  Breft  and  Rochfort,  an  end 
was  put  to  diilimulation. 

Rot^sED  at  this  information,  the  Britim  government 
equipped,  with  all  poi&ble  expedition,  a  fleet  under  the 
command  of  Bofcawen,  in  order  to  watch  the  motions 
of  the  enemy ;  and  on  the  27th  of  April  the  Englifli 
admiral,  having  taken  on  board  two  regiments  of  foldierS) 
iailed  from  Plymouth  with  eleven  ihips  of  the  line,  and 
one  frigate.  He  dired^ed  his  co&ffe.  to  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland ;  and,  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  there^ 
the  French  fleet  from  Breft,  under  the  command  of 
M.  de  la  Motbe,  came  to  the  fame  latitude,  in  its  paflage 
to  Quebec.  But  the  thick  fogs,  which  prevail  on  thofe 
banks,  efpecially  in  the  fpring  feafon,  prevented  the 
hoftlle  fleets  from  feeing  each  other  ;  fo  that  part  of  the 
French  fleet  made  its  way  immediately,  by  the  Gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence,  to  Quebec,  whilft  the  other  divifion 
pafled  through  the  dangerous  Straits  of  Belleifle,  and 
alfo  reached  the  place  of  its  deftination.  Two  French 
(hips,  however,  the  Alcide  and  the  Lys ;  the  one  of 
fixty-four,  the  other  of  fifty-four  guns,  being  feparated 
in  the  fog  from  both  divifions  of  the  fleet,  were  taken 
off  Cape  Race,  the  moft  foutherly  point  of  the  ifland  of 
Newfoundland,  by  the  Dunkirk  and  the  Defiance,  two 
fixty-gun  fhips  of  the  Englifli  fquadron,  commanded  by 
the  captains  Howe  and  Andrews. 

Although  the  taking  of  thefe  two  (hips,  with 
which  the  war  with  France  may  be  faid  to  have  com- 
laenced)  fell  greatly  (hort  of  the  expeditions  formed 
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FART  n.  from  the  EnglUh  armament,  it  fervcd  neverthdeft 
)[^^J^'/.  to  animate  the  nation.  The  people  now  law,  tfaiat 
government  was  determined  to  temporise  no  longer, 
but  to  repel  with  vigour  the  future  encroachments  of 
the  French  upon  the  Britifh  fettlements  in  America, 
and  alfo  to  chaftife  them  for  their  paft  violences.  Nor 
were  the  Americans  wanting  to  themfelves  in  eacertii^ 
a  proper  fpirit^  The  governor  and  aflembly  of  Maffii-^ 
chufet's  Bay,  fte  chief  of  the  New  England  provinces, 
had  pafled  an  zfk  toward  the  clofe  of  the  year  prohibit* 
ing  all  intercourfe  with  the  French  at  Louifburg ;  and, 
early  in  the  fpring,  they  raifed  a  body  of  troops,  which 
they  fcnt  to  the  afliftance  of  Mr,  Lawrence,  governor  of 
Nova  Scotia,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  complete  die 
execution  of  a  plan  he  had  formed  for  driving  the 
French  from  the  pofts  they  had  ufurped  in  that  pro- 
vince. The  enemy  had  forefeen  this  attempt,  and  made 
preparations  to  refift  it,  though  without  efFed.  A  de- 
tachment of  regulars  and  provincials,  under  lieutenant- 
June  15.  colonel  Monckton,  quickly  reduced  all  the  French  forts, 
one  after  another,  and  reftored  perfeft  tranquility  to 
Nova  Scotia. 

The  Britifli  arms  were  lefs  fuccefsful  in  other  quar- 
ters. While  colonel  Monckton  was  employed  in  redu- 
cing the  French  forts  in  Nova  Scotia,  preparations  had 
been  made  in  Virginia  for  attacking  their  pofts  upon  die 
Ohio.  The  condu6^  of  this  expedition  was  conunitted 
to  major-general  Braddock,  who  had  been  fent  from 
England  for  that  purpofe  early  in  the  feafon,  with  two 
regiments  of  foot.  After  a  mortifying  delay  of  fome 
months,  occafioned  by  the  contractors  failing  in  their 
engagements,  he  pafled  the  AUegeny  mountains  aC 
the  head  of  two  thoU(and  two  hundred  men,  and  rapidly 
advanced  toward  Fort  du  Qitefhe,  the  chief  objed  of 

his 
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bis  enterprife.     Being  informed,  during  his  march,  that    ^^JJ^f' 
the  girrifon  of  that  fort,  i^ch  had  beeil  lately  built  on     ^_  -  —  j 
tlieOhio  near  its  conflux  with  the  Monaungahela,  ex*    ^'^'  ''^S* 
peAed  a  reinforcement  of  five  hundred  regular  troops, 
be  left  colonel  Dunbar,  witli  eight  hundred  men,  to 
bring  up  his  heavy  baggage,  and  proceeded  with  the 
main  body,  for  the  fake  of  greater  expedition.     But  un- 
fiMtunately,  through  this  hafte,  he  did  not  take  fufficient  * 
care  to  reconnoitre  the  favage  country,  with  which  he 
was  as  little  acquainted  as  with  the  nature  of  an  Ame-* 
xkan  war,  where  the  danger  of  furprife  is  perpetual  in 
woods,  defiles,  and  morafTes.     And  he  was  too  proud  to 
a(k  the  advice  of  the  provincial  officers,  for  whom  he 
entertained  a  fovereign  contempt ;  although  Hyde  Park 
had  hitherto  been  the  only  theatre  of  his  own  military 
experience,  and  the  evolutions  of  a  regiment  of  guards^ 
at  a  review,  his  chief  ef&ys  In  arms« 

In  confequence  of  thefe  unpropitious  circumftances, 
partly  arifing  from  the  haughty  and  obftinate  character 
rf  the  general,  partly  from  his  ignorance  of  the  fcene.  of 
war,  aitd  of  the  nature  of  the  hoflilities  in  which  he  was 
engaged,  Braddock's  enterprife  terminated  in  awful  mis- 
fortune. As  he  was  advancing  with  carelefs  confidence, 
and  had  arrived  within  ten  miles  of  Fort  du  Quefne,  he 
fcU  into  an  ambufcade  of  French  and  Indians,  fo  artfully  July  9* 
planted,  in  a  defile,  that  they  could  take  an  unerring 
aim  from  behind  trees  and  bufhes,  without  being  them- 
fclvcs  expofed  to  any  danger.  About  noon  a  con- 
cealed fire  began  upon  the  front  and  left  flank  of  the 
Englifli  army,  which  was  by  that  time  in  the  middle  of 

i  the  defile.  The  van  guard  fell  immediately  back  upon 
t{ie  centre ;  and  the  Britifh  troops  being  feized  with  a 
panic,  from  the  unufual  appearance  and  horrid  fhrieks 

.    of  the  lavages,  who  now  fhewed  themfelves,  a  total 
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?A  RT 11.  rout  enfued.  Braddock  himfelf,  however,  feemed  in- 
A^D^n^  fcnfible  to  fear.  Equally  imprudent  and  intrepid,  he 
refolutely  maintained  his  ftadon,  inftcad  of  attempting 
a  retreat)  or  bringing  up  his  cannon  to  fcour  the  thickets 
with  grape-fhot ;  and  gave  orders  to  the  few  gallant 
officers  and  foldiers,  who  remained  about  his  peribn, 
to  form  and  advance  againft  the  almoft  invifible  enemy, 
whofe  every  (hot  did  execution.  His  obftinacy  feemed 
only  to  increafe  with  the  danger  by  which  he  was  prefix 
ed.  At  length,  after  having  five  horfes  killed  under  him, 
he  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  breaft  by  a  mufket-ball. 
Sir  Peter  Halket,  and  many  other  brave  officers,  with 
about  fevcn  hundred  private  men,  alfo  were  flain  9, 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that,  in  this  aftion,  the  Vir- 
ginians  and  other  provincial  troops,  whom  Braddock, 
*  by  way  of  contempt,  had  placed  in  the  rear,  were  fo 
little  affefted  with  the  panic  that  difordcred  the  regulars, 
that  they  offered  to  advance  againft  the  enemy,  till  the 
fugitives  could  be  brought  back  to  the  charge.  But  diat 
was  found  impradlicable ;  the  terror  of  the  two  front 
regiments  being  fo  great,  that  they  never  ftoppcd  their 
flight  till  they  met  the  rear^divifion,  which  was  advan- 
cing under  colonel  Dunbar.  All  the  artillery,  baggage, 
ammunition,  and  provifions  of  the  principal  divifion, 
under  Braddock,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  viAors,  to- 
gether with  his  own  cabinet ;  containing  his  official  let- 
ters and  inftru6Hons,  of  which  the  French  court  after- 
ward made  great  ufe  in  their  printed  memorials  and  nuu 
Xiifeftoes. 

Although  no  enemy  purftied,  the  whole  Englifh 
army  retreated  to  Fort  Cumberland,  near  Will's  Creek, 
in  the  back  country  of  Virginia.     And  there  it  was  cx- 

9.  M9d,  Univ.  Hift,  ubi  fup.     Smollett,  vol.  xii.  fim^>  of  Rapin, 
vol  uc. 
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peQtd  to  have  conrinucd  during  the  latter  part  of  the     letter 

.  .  XXXI. 

fummer  ;  but  the  chief  command  having  devolved  on    y_  -^-'j 

general  Shirley,   in  confequence  of  the  death  of  Brad-    A-  ^'*7SS* 

dock,  he  ordered  all  the  troops  fit  for  fervice  to  march 

to  Albany,  in  the  province  of  New  York.     Virginia, 

Maryland,  and  Penfylvania,  were  therefore  left,  during 

the  remainder  of  the  year,  expofed  to  the  barbarous  in- 

curfions  of  the  French  and  their  fcalping  Indians. 

Those  colonies  were  able  to  have  provided  eiFe^ally 
for  their  own  defence,  had  they  been  unanimous  in  their 
meafures.  But  the  ufua!  difputes,  between  their  gover- 
nors and  afiembles,  defeated  every  ialutary  plan  pro- 
pofed  for  that  purpofe.  The  northern  colonies  were 
lefs  divided  in  their  councils,  and  more  a<%ve  in  their 
preparations  for  war.  New  York  and  New  Jerfey,  fol- 
lowing the  example  of  New  England,  had  prohibitted  all 
Intercourfe  with  the  French  fettlements  in  North  Ame- 
rica, at  the  fame  time  that  their  aflembles  voted  very 
confiderable  fupplies.  And  two  expeditions  were  re- 
folved  upon ;  one  againft  the  French  fort  at  Crown 
Point,  the  other  againft  that  at  Niagara,  both  fuppofed 
to  be  built  upon  the  Britifb  territories. 

The  expedition  againft  Crown  Point  was  committed 
to  the  care  of  a  gentleman  fmce  known  by  the  name  of  Sir 
William  Johnfon;  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  had  long  re- 
Cded  upon  the  Mohawk  river,  in  the  weftern  parts  of 
New- York ;  where  he  had  acquired  a  confiderable  eftate, 
and  was  univerfally  beloved,  not  only  by  the  Englifh  in- 
habitants, but  alfo  by  the  neighbouring  Indians,  whofe 
language  he  had  acquired,  and  whofe  affeiSHons  he  had 
won  by  his  humanity  and  affability.  The  expedition 
againft  Niagara  was  to  be  conducted  by  Shirley  in 
perfon* 

P  4  Albany 
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PART  11.  Albany  was  appointed  as  the  rendezvous  of  di^  for^ 
JLD.i7€<.  ^^  ^^  compofe  both  armaments,  and  moft  of  the  troc^ 
arrived  there  before  the  end  of  June.  But  by  reafon  of 
the  delay  in  bringing  up  the  artillery,  provifions,  and 
other  neceflaries,  for  the  e^ipedition  againft  Crowxi 
Point,  general  Johnfon  could  not  fet  out  before  the  end 
of  Auguft.  Shirley  was  fooner  ready,  though  not  be- 
fore the  melancholy  news  of  Braddock's  defeat  had 
reached  Albany.  The  influence  of  that  intelligence  on 
the  fpirit  of  the  troops  was  altogether  aftonifliing,  A 
general  damp  hung  over  the  whole ;  terror  cooununi- 
nated  itfelf  from  rank  to  rank,  and  many  foldiers  de« 
ferted :  fo  that  when  Shirley  arrived  at  Ofwego,  he  had 
fcarce  the  appearance  of  an  army,  inftead  of  a  force  fuf« 
ficent  not  only  to  fecure  ^e  BritiQi  fettlements  in  thofe 
parts,  but  to  reduce  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Niagara  s  fitu*- 
ated  between  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  and  the  great 
key  of  conununication  between  Canada  and  LfOuifiana. 
The  attempt  was  therefore  laid  afide,  as  impradicabk; 
and  Shirley  having  marked  out  the  foundations  of  two 
new  forts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ofwego,  which  ftands 
on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  lake  Ontario,  and  augmented 
the  garrifon  of  that  place  to  the  number  of  feven  hundred 
men,  returned  inglorioufly  to  Albany  with  the  wretched 
remnant  of  his  ymy  if. 

In  the  mean  time  general  Johnfon,  having  advanced 
as  far  as  lake  George,  on  which  he  intended  to  embark, 
vwis  unexpectedly  attacked  in  his  camp  by  the  baron 
Dieflcau,  commander  in  chief  of  the  French  forces  in 
Canada,  at  the  head  of  two  thoufand  men.  And  al- 
though the  camp  was  both  naturally  and  artifkialij 
ftrong,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  the  French  genc- 

II.  Id.  ibiJ* 
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I  troops  def^axied  bv  a  nrocg  brc;aKwock% 
The  Fffg^*^  !iKanwxle  plied  d^^ir  great  guns  and  mui'« 
kctiy  ft>  wanohr,  that  rhc  centnil  bocy  oi"  c!>?  cnems 
compofed  of  the  Preach  irgul^'-s  began  iv>  iig  ia  ^.c-.r 
fire;  and  the  Caxodcuis  and  ladiairs  ^'Ix>  tbfin^  :hc 
flanks  of  their  arm  j,  iquatted  below  buibc5>  or  ikuUed 
hehiiid  trees.  Eocomaged  by  thct^  favourable  appear* 
2nceS|  the  Englilh  and  their  Indian  allies  leaped  o\*er  the 
breaftworki  and  completed  the  discomfiture  of  the  tf- 
bilams.  After  killing  rnanV)  and  entirely  difperting 
the  whole,  they  took  feveral  prifoners,  among  whom  was 
Diefkad  himicif,  an  old  and  experienced  officer,  who  was 
mortally  wo  i.i^ed  '2.  But  this  a<^on,  though  deciftvo 
^  favour  of  tiie  Engliih,  was  followed  by  no  import- 
''^t  confequences  ;  as  general  Johnfon  did  not  think  it 
**^dent  to  purfue  his  viftory,  and  it  was  found  too  lute 
^  die  feafon  to  proceed  to  the  attack  of  Crown  Point. 

Such  was  the  termination  of  the  firft  campaign  in 
^orth  America ;  which,  all  thitigs  confidered,  notwith* 
landing  the  defeat  of  Dieflcau,  and  the  expulfion  of  the 
!^rench  out  of  Nova  Scotia,  was  eftimated  to  the  dilad- 
i^antage  of  Great  Britain.  But  that  difadvantage  was 
::ounterbalanced,  in  the  opinion  of  the  nation,  by  the 
great  number  of  French  merchant's  (hips  that  had  been 
captured  during  the  fummer.  No  fooner  was  intelli- 
gence brought  of  the  taking  of  the  Alcide  and  Lyt, 
which  it  was  thought  would  be  confldered  by  the  court 
pf  Veriailles  as  an  indirei^  declaration  of  war,  than  an 

11.  Umd.  Gaxfttfff  OA.  30,  175!. 
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f  ^^^_  "\  order  was  iflued,  by  the  Britifli  miniftry,  to  make  prize 
A.  D.  1755. .  of  all  French  (hips  on  the  high  feas,  wherever  they 
might  be  found.  In  confequence  of  that  order,  above 
three  hundred  trading  veflHs  belonging  to  France,  many 
of  which  were  very  valuable,  being  laden  wiA  Weft 
India  produce,  and  about  eight  thoufand  feamen,  were 
brought  into  the  ports  of  England,  before  the  end  of  the 
year''. 

Contrary  to  all  political  conjcfture,  the  French 
made  no  repriials.  As  this  ina£lion  could  not  be  im- 
puted to  moderation,  it  was  juftly  afcribed  to  a  confci* 
ou{hefs  of  their  inferiority  at  fea,  and  a  defire  of  in- 
terefting  in  their  caufe  the  other  European  powers. 
Stunned  by  the  unexpeSed  blow,  that  impaired  their 
naval  ftrength,  and  diftrefled  the  trading  part  of  the 
kingdom,  they  were  at  a  lofs  how  to  proceed ;  hav- 
ing always  flattered  themfelves,  that  the  anxiety  of 
George  II.  for  the  fafety  of  his  German  dominions, 
which  they  had  for  fome  time  threatened,  would  pre- 
vent him  from  adopting  any  vigorous  meafure,  notwith- 
(landing  their  encroachments  in  America.  But  difco* 
vering  at  length  their  raiftake,  by  the  capture  of  their 
(hips,  and  feeing  no  hopes  of  reftitution,  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid  having  declined  the  dangerous  office  of  mediator, 
they  now  refolved  to  put  their  threats  in  execution. 
And  an  army  of  two  hundred  thoufand  men,  with  their 
vicinity  to  the  country  to  be  invaded.  Teemed  to  promifc 
the  moft  brilliant  fuccefs. 

While  the  flames  of  war  were  thus  breaking  out 
between  France  and  England,  the  fouthern  parts  of  Eu- 
rope were  vifited  by  a  more  dreadful  calamity  than  even 
KoT.  1.     ^^ar  itfelf.    A  violent  earthquake,  which  (hook  all  Spain, 

13.  SmoUctt,  Tol.  zii.     C^wtim,  9/ JUpin^  i|bi  fup. 
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Portugal,  and  the  neighbouring  countries,  threw  the  In-  Uttek. 
habitants  into  the  utmoft  conftemation,  and  laid  the  <,,„_  ,^^ 
city  of  Lifbon  in  ruins.  About  ten  thoufand  perTons  ^•^^•755. 
loft  their  lives ;  and  many  of  die  iurvivors,  deprived  of 
their  habitations,  and  altogether  deftitute  of  the  means 
of  fubfiftence,  virere  obliged  to  take  up  their  abode  in 
the  open  fields.  But  they  were  not  fuflfered  to  periflu 
The  Britifh  parliament,  though  prefled  with  new  de- 
mands, generoufly  voted  one  hundred  thouiand  pounds 
fterling,  for  the  relief  of  the  unhappy  fufFerers  in  Por- 
tugal. And  this  noble  inftance  of  public  liberality  was 
enhanced  by  the  manner  of  conferring  die  benefit.  A 
number  of  (hips,  laden  with  provifions  and  clothing, 
were  immediately  difpatched  for  Lifbon  ;  where  they 
errivcd  fo  opportunely,  as  to  preferve  thouiands  from 
dying  of  hunger  or  cold  '♦• 
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General  View  of  the  State  0/*  Europe,  in  J 756,  with  an 
jiccount  of  the  Operations  oflVary  in  all  Parts  of  the 
M'orldj  till  the  Conque/l  o/Hasovek  by  the  French, 
in  1757. 

NO  fooner  did  France  refolve  to  invade  die  elefto-     letter 
rate  of  Hanover,  and  the  king  of  Great  Britain  to      ^^^''' 
defend  it,  than  both  became  fenfible  of  the  neceifity  of   a.d.i7s^» 
new  alliances.     Spain  and  Portugal  feemed  determined 
to  remain  neutral,  and  the  States-general  of  the  United 
Provinces  politically  purfued  the  fame  line  of  condudL 
The  German  powers  were  lefs  quiedy  difpofed. 

14.  Id.  ibi4. 
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PART  H.  The  court  of  Vienna,  ever  fince  the  treaty  of  Bret 
^  ¥*^  >  law,  but  more  efpccially  fince  that  of  Aix-la-Chapdie^ 
^^'  '7^*'  bad  viewed  the  rifing  greatncfs  of  the  king  of  Pniffia 
with  envious  eyes.  The  cmprefs  queen  had  never  been 
teconciled  to  the  lofs  of  Silefia ;  one  of  the  moft  fertile 
countries  in  Europe,  and  which  yielded  4  clear  annual 
revenue  of  four  millions  of  dollars,  to  a  rival  whom  (be 
perfonaily  hated.  She  accordingly  entered  fecretly  into 
a  league  with  the  emprefs  of  Ru/fia  for  the  recovery  of 
that  fine  province,  and  even  for  ftripping  the  king  of 
Pruffia  of  his  hereditary  dominions.  But  this  Icfiguci 
into  which  the  king  of  Poland,  as  elector  of  Saxony,  alfo 
was  drawn,  did  not  efqape  the  vigilance  of  the  penetrating 
Frederick.  And  time  and  circumftances  enabled  him  to 
break  its  force,  before  the  fcheme  of  his  enemies  was 
ripe  for  execution. 

As  foon  as  the  king  of  Great  Britain  faw  his  German 
dominions  ferioufly  threatened  by  the  French,  who  had 
already  formed  magazines  in  Weftphalia,  with  the  con- 
fent  of  the  eleSor  of  Cologne,  he  applied  to  the  court 
of  Vienna  for  the  troops  which  it  was  bound  to  furnifti 
by  treaty.  But  the  emprefs-queen  excufed  herfclffrom 
fulfilling  her  engagements,  under  pretence  that  the  war 
having  originated  in  America,  did  not  come  within  the 
terms  of  her  treaty  with  the  court  of  London.  Thus 
difappointed  by  the  imperial  court,  as  well  as  in  his  ap- 
plication to  the  States  General,  his  Britannic  majeftf 
concluded  a  fubfidiary  treaty  with  the  court  of  Peterf- 
burg ;  in  confequence  of  which  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia 
engaged  to  hold  inreadinefs,  for  his  fupport,  an  army  of 
fifty-five  thoufand  men,  on  the  frontiers  of  Lithuania, 
and  to  put  them  in  motion  on  the  firft  notice. 

This  treaty  was  pcrfe£Uy  agreeable  to  the  court  of 

Vienna,  v^hofe  fecret  views  it  was  calculated  to  promote; 

I  as 
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as  It  afibrded  the  Ruffians  a  decent  pretext  for  entering    lettir 
Germany,  and  even  encouraged  them  to  fuch  a  meafure      XXXii. 
by  a  liboal  fubiidy.     The  two  empreflcs,  therefore,  flat-    a,  tj^  ^ ^^^^ 
tered  diemfelves,  diat  they  ihould  not  only  be  able  to 
accoraplifh  their  ambitious  projed,  but  to  make  Great 
Britain  bear  the  expence  of  the  execution  of  it.     The 
ruin  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  feemed  inevitable  to  all  the 
powers  who  expedled  to  (hare  in  his  dominions.     His 
own  iagactty,  however,  at  once  iavcd  him  from  the  ma- 
chinations of  his  enemies,  and  gave  a  new  turn  to  the 
politics  of  Europe.     Though  aiTured  of  the  friendfhip  of 
France,  and  acquainted  with  her  views,  he  boldly  de- 
clared. That  he  would  oppofe  die   introdu<Stion  of  fo- 
rdgn  troops  into  the  empire,  under  whatfoever  pre- 
tence, and  confider  as  enemies  thofe  who  ihould  attempt 
to  introduce  them. 

The  king  of  Great  Britain,  alarmed  at  this  ftrong 
declaration,  yet  pleafed  with  its  profefled  obje6l,  the  ex- 
dufion  of  foreign  troops,  concluded  at  Wcftminfter,  on     Jmj«  t%» 
that  principle,  a  treaty  with  the  king  of  Pruflia  j  not 
doubting  but  he  fhould  ftill  be  able  to  preferve  a  good 
uuderftanding  with  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Peterf- 
burg.     But  thehoufc  of  Auftria,  forgetting  itsjealoufy 
of  the  family  of  Bourbon,  in  its  animofity  againft  the 
Pruifian  monarch,  not  only  entered  into  a  league  with 
France,  along  with  Ruffia  and  Sweden,  but  partly  gave 
up  its  barrier  in  the  Netherlands,  which  had  been  ac** 
quired  by  torrents  of  Britifh  blood,  and  millions  of  Bri« 
tifli  treafure,  in  order  to  cement  more  dofely  the  unna- 
tural confederacy.     Thefe  new  and  Angular  alliances, 
figned  at  Verfailles,  neceflarily  drew  tighter  the  bands  of      ^j j.  t* 
union  between  George  11.  and  his  mrphew,  the  king  of 
Pruffi:u 

Mean- 
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FART  n.  Meanwhile  the  people  of  Great  BrItaiiH  having  no 
confidence  in  their  miniftry,  were  fcized  with  a  fluune-' 
ful  panic,  notwithanding  their  naval  fuperiority,  at  the 
rumour  of  a  French  invafion.  That  panic  was  in  fome 
meafure  diffipated,  by  the  arrival  of  a  large  body  of  Ha- 
noverians and  Heflians,  for  the  proteftion  of  the  king-* 
dom.  But  new  jealoufies  and  fears  arofe,  as  foon  as  the 
alarm  of  the  invafion  fubfided  ;  the  foreign  troops  being 
reprefented,  by  the  diflatisfied  part  of  the  nation,  as  the 
raoft  dangerous  enemies  of  the  ftate.  The  attention  of 
the  public  was,  however,  called  off  from  that  obje<Sb,  for 
a  time,  by  the  news  of  the  invafion  of  the  ifland  of  Mi- 
norca by  a  French  armament  under  the  duke  de  Riche- 
lieu. This  meafure  was  immediately  followed,  on  the 
ICaj  \%*  part  of  Great  Britain,  by  a  declaration  of  war  againft 
France,  which  was  anfwered  by  a  counter-declaration^i 
from  the  court  of  Verlallies. 

The  Englifli  populace,  who  in  all  great  political  con- 
tefts  may  be  faid  to  direft  the  refulutions  of  the  throne, 
were  pleafcd  with  that  indication  of  fpirit  in  the  govern- 
ment, as  well  as  with  the  treaty  with  the  king  of  Prufiia; 
which  was  alfo  approved  by  the  parliament,  and  induf- 
trioufly  reprefented  by  the  court  as  eilential  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  proteftantintereft  in  Germany.  But  certain 
unfortunate  events  revived  the  clamour  againft  the  mi- 
niftry,  and  increafcdthe  national  defpondency,  for  which 
there  was  but  too  much  caufe ;  the  martial  fpirit  of  the 
people  behig  almoft  extin£l,  and  the  councils  of  the  fo- 
vereign  divided.  Thefe  matters  will  require  fome  ex- 
plication. 

Various  caufes  had  contributed  to  the  extincUon  of 

the  martial  fpirit  in  Great  Britain.    The  long  peace  that 

fuccecded  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  eftablilhment  of  a 
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ftanding  army,  and  the  confequent  iieglc6k  of  the  ml-     ^3IIf^ 
litia,  all  had  a  tendency  to  eftrange  the  people  of  Eng-    u-^.v-'^ 
land  from  theufe  of  arms.     The  citizen  having  deli-    A.D.  x75«. 
vered  his  fword  into  the  hands  of  the  hireling  foldier, 
chearfuUy  contributed  to  the  expences  of  government^ 
and  looked  up  for  fafety  to  a  band  of  mercenaries,  whom 
he  conftdered  as  dangerous  to  public  liberty. 

That  difmclination  to  arms,  increafed  by  a  lucrative 
commerce,  was  encouraged  by  the  court;  which,  dur- 
ing the  whole  reign  of  the  firft,  and  great  part  of  that 
of  the  fecond  George,  was  under  perpetual  alann  on  ac- 
count of  the  intrigues  of  the  adherents  of  the  houfe  of 
Stuart.  The  war  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  which 
began  in  the  year  1 7  39,  and  afterwards  involved  all  Europe, 
revived,  in  fome  degree,  a  martial  fpirit  in  the  Britifh 
army  and  navy.  But  the  body  of  the  people  of  England, 
as  appeared  on  the  irruption  of  the  Highlanders,  in 
1745,  had  relinquifhed  all  confidence  in  themfelves. 
Being  accuftomed  to  pay  for  protection,  though  jealous 
of  their  very  proteftors,  they  trembled  before  a  fmall 
body  of  defperatc  mountaineers. 

Many  motions  were  made  in  parliament,  that  the 
militia  might  be  put  on  a  refpeftful  footing,  for  the  ge- 
neral fecurity  of  the  kingdom.  But  the  jealoufy  of  go- 
vernment long  prevented  any  efFeftual  ftep  being  taken 
for  that  purpofe;  while  the  peace  that  followed  the 
treaty  of  Aix-Ia-Chapelle,  by  relaxing  ftill  ferther  the 
manners  of  the  nation,  had  made  the  people  yet  lefs 
warlike.  And  as  the  fmall  ftanding  army,  widely  dif- 
perfed  over  the  extenfive  dominions  of  the  empire,  was 
evidently  infufficient  for  its  proteftion,  the  unarmed 
and  undifciplined  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  were 
juftly  filled  with  terror  and  apprehenilon  at  the  profpecl 

of  a  French  invafion. 
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In  this  extremity  a  militia-bill,  on  die  fiune  principlfli 
with  the  law  now  in  force,  was  framed  by  the  honour^ 
able  Charles  Townfhend,  and  pafled  the  Houfe  of  Com* 
mons,  but  was  rejedted  by  the  Houfc  of  Peers.  Thni 
deprived  of  the  only  conftitutional  means  of  defence^ 
by  a  government  that  owes  its  oidftence  to  the  fuflrage 
of  the  people^  and  a  family  which  reigns  but  by  dieir 
voice,  England  fubmmited  to  the  indignity  of  callii^  in 
foreign  mercanaries,  for  her  defence  againft  an  enemy 
who  had  often  trembled  at  the  fhaking  of  her  fpear^  and 
who  was  now  more  her  inferior  than  in  any  former  pe* 
riod,  in  every  naval  and  military  refource* 

That  indignity  was  keenly  felt  by  all  orders  of  men 
in  the  ftate,  and  the  national  de(pondency>  and  tfie  or* 
derly  behaviour  of  the  foreign  troops,  only  could  have 
prevented  a  popular  infurreftion.  The  principal  fcr- 
vants  of  the  crown,  on  whom  the  public  indignation 
chiefly  fell,  were  feverely  blamed  for  expoiing  the  king* 
dom  to  fuch  an  indelible  difgrace.  The  miniftty^  in- 
deed, had  never  been  properly  fettled  (ince  the  death  of 
Mr.  Pelham,  in  1754.  That  minifter,  though  fulB- 
ciently  difpofed  to  gratify  his  fovereign  in  his  paffion  for 
German  alliances  and  continental  politics,  was  believed 
to  be  at  bottom  a  fmcere  friend  to  his  country,  and  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people.  His  brother,  the  duke  of 
Newcaftle,  who  fucceeded  him  as  firft  commiffioner  of 
the  treafury,  and  who  was  no  lefs  compliant  to  the  cour^ 
poflefTed  neither  his  virtues  nor  his  talents ;  and  Mr. 
Fox,  who  had  lately  been  appointed  fecretary  of  ftate, 
and  was  confidered  as  the  oftenfible  minifter,  though  a 
man  of  abilities,  was  fuppofed  to  be  void  of  principle. 
He  was  befides  very  unpopular,  as  he  had  made  the  mo- 
tion in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  bringing  over  the 
Hanoverians  and  Hef&ans,  inftead  of  adopting  any  vi« 
gorous  meafure  for  internal  defence* 
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The  Britifh  mlniftry,  however^  were  blamed  for    ^^^^,^^ 
events  which  it  was  not  altogether  in  their  power  to  go*    y^  ^-^ 
yem,  diftrailed  as  they  were  by  the  national  panic.  And    ^D.  1756, 
in  order  to  increafe  that  panic,  as  well  as  to  conceal  their 
defign  upon  Minorca,  the  French  had  marched  down 
large  bodies  of  troops  to  their  maritime  provinces,  con- 
tiguous to  the  coaft  of  England.    Nor  were  their  naval 
preparations  lefs  formidable.     Beiide  a  great  number 
of  frigates  and  flat-bottomed  boats^  which  might  be  em- 
ployed as  traiiTports,  they  had  near  forty  (hips  of  the  line 
at  Breft  and  other  ports  on  the  ocean.   It  was  therefore 
judged  prudent  to  keep  a  fuperior  Englifh  fleet  in  the 
Channel ;  and  as  it  was  conjedured  the  French  could 
not  have  above  fix  or  eight  fail  of  the  line  at  Toulon,  « 

'     an  Englifh  fquadron  of  only  ten  fail  of  the  line,  two 
I     flups  of  forty-eight  guns,  and  three  frigates,  was  fent 

into  the  Mediterranean. 

I 

The  command  of  this  fquadron  was  given  to  admiral 
'      ^y^>  ^'^^  of  ^^  celebrated  naval  officer  of  that  name 
I      iriio  defbroyed  the  Spanifli  fleet  ofF  Meffina,  in  lyiS, 
j      When  Byng  arrived  at  Gibraltar,  where  his  fquadron  was 
I      augmented  by  an  additional  fhip  of  the  line,  he  learned 
I      &at  the  French  had  already  landed   iifteen  thouland 
men  in  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  and  were  befieging  the 
caftle  of  St.  Philip,  which  commands  the  town  and  port 
I     of  Mahon.     Having  on  board  a  reinforcement  for  the 
garrifon  of  that  fortrefs,  he  immediately  failed  for  the 
place  of  his  dcflination,  after  receiving  a  detachment 
from  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar.     He  was  joined  on  his 
way,  by  thePhcenix  frigate,  commanded  by  captain  Har- 
vey j  who  eonfirmed  his  former  intelligence,  and  inform* 
ed  him  particularly  of  the  flrcngth  of  the  enemy's  fleet. 
It  confified  of  twelve  fail  of  the  line  and  five  frigates, 
under  the  niarquis  de  la  GalifToniere. 

Vol.  V.  Q  O^' 


116  TMtHIStOHYOJ' 

^^Z}\  ^^  *^  approach  of  the  Englifli  aitmiral  to  the  hauf* 
A.  D.  1756.  hour  of  Mahoii)  he  had  the  btista&ion  to  fee  the  Britiflf 
colours  ftill  flying  on  the  caftle  of  St.  PhiKp^  But>  noU 
widiftanding  that  animating  circumftance,  his  attempti 
for  its  relief  were  feeble  and  ineiiedhial.  Iif  t  wordr 
Mr.  Byng  fccms  to  have  been  utterly  difeouraged,  from 
the  moment  he  learned  the  ftrength  of  the  Frendi  fleets 
though  little  fuperior  to  his  own,  and  to  have  given  up 
Minorca  for  loft  as  Toon  as  he  heard  it  was  invadeiL 
This  folly  appears,  both  from  his  fubfequcnt  condii^ 
and  from  his  letter  to  the  fecfetary  of  the  admiralty,  be- 
fore he  arrived  at  Mahon.  In  that  letter,  (which  forms 
a  kind  of  prelude  to  the  account  of  his  mifcarriage)  after 
lamenting  that  he  did  not  reach  Minorca  before  the 
landing  of  the  French,  he  exprelled  himfelf  dius:— ^I 
^  am  firmly  of  opinion,  that  throwing  men  into  the 
*  Caftle  will  only  enable  it  to  hold  out  a  little  longer^ 
•*  and  add  to  the  numbers  that  muft  foil  into  the  cne- 
•*  my's  hands ;  for  the  garrifon,  in  time,  will  be  obliged 
*"  to  furrcnder,  unlefs  a  iufficient  number  of  men  could 
^  be  landed  to  raife  the  fiege.  I  am  determined,  how- 
«  ever,  to  £iil  up  to  Minorca  with  the  fquadron,  where 
«« I  fliall  be  a  better  judge  of  the  fituation  of  affairs,  9ni 
"  will  give  general  Blalceney  all  the  afliftance  he  (hall 
"  require.  Bat  I  am  afraid  all  communication  will  be 
<^  cut  olY  between  us ;  for  if  the  enemy  have  ere£M 
"  batteries  on  tlic  tsvo  (hores  near  the  entrance  of  the 
^*  harbour,  (an  advantage  fcarcc  to  be  fuppofed  they  hart 
•*  neglected)  it  will  render  it  iiiipoflible  for  our  boalk 
**  to  have  a  paflagc  to  the  lally-port  of  the  garrifon  «.'* 

t.  Zr//.T  from  on  board  the  Rttmillicf,  Cibnltar  Ba]^^  to  IIT. 
Cleveland,  SccrcUry  of  the  Admiralty,  May  4,  1756.  ««  If  I 
*»  (hould  fail  in  the  relief  of  Port  Mahon,"  adtls  he,  «  I  fhall  loak 
**  upon  the  fccurity  and  protection  of  Gibraltar  a«  my  n^tobje^ 
*v  md  Aillrep:iir  duwo  irrf  with  ihc  fquadroo.    J.  B.** 
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Abmiraz.  Byng's  behaviour  was  conformable  tb    LETthr 
fliofe  deiponding  ideas;     When  the  French  admiral  ad-    ^     .  ^ 
Vanced,  to  prevent  him  from  throwing  troops  into  the  'A.d.  175^ 
dfadel  of  Mahon,'  he  difpofed  his  fleet  in  order  of  battle  %        *^  *^ 
but  kept  at  fuch  a  diftance,  under  pretence  of  preferv- 
ing  die  line  unbroken,  that  his  diviiion  did  very  little 
didiage  to  the  enemy,  and  his  own  noble  fhip  of  ninety 
guhi  n^as  Merer  properly  in  the  engagement.  The  divi- 
fion  uhder  rear-admiral  Weft,  however,  die  fecond  in 
tommand,- drove  three  of  the  French  fliips  out  of  the  line : 
ind,  if  fuppdrted,  would  have  gained  a  complete  vidtory. 
As  an  apology  fot  not  bearing  down  upon  the  enemy, 
^yng  if  {aid  to  have  told  his  captain,  that  he  would  avoid 
Ae  error  of  admiral  Matthews,  who  incurred  the  cen*^ 
fiire  of  a  court-martial  by  his  wrong-headed  temerity^ 
iniaflily  Violating  the  laws  of  naval  difcipline  ! 

Thb  confequences  of  this  jndecifive  action  were 
fach  as  had  been  forefeen  by  thofe  acquainted  with  the 
fendments  of  the  Englifh  admiral.     Byng,  though  in 
feme  meaAu'e  vidlorious,  as  the  French  admiral  bore 
;  nray  to  fupport  that  part  of  his  line '  which  had  been 
hpken  by  Mr.  Weft,  and  although  the  Englifli  fleet  had 
I  loft  only  about  forty  men,  immediately  retired  to  Gibral- 
Ur,  as  if  he  had  fuftained  a  defeat.  The  reafons  afligned 
far  that  retreat,  in  which  a  council  of  war  concurred, 
Were  his  inferiority  to  the  enemy  in  number  of  men  and 
guns ;  his  apprehenfions  for  the  fafety  of  Gibraltar,  and 
theimpoiEbility  of  relieving  Minorca;  though  it  appear- 
ed, on  the  fulleft  evidence,  that  no  attempt  to  aflbrd  fuch 
I  tdlef  was  made,  and  that  the  landing  of  troops,  at  the 
I  Cdly-port  of  the  caftle,  was  very  prafticable*. 

I         s.   See  the  SxMmiMtUn  of  Lord  Blalceoey  and  Mr.  Boyd  in  the 
^rioted  Trial  •/ Admiral  John  Byng, 

Qji  The 
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PART  IL         Tjie  French  fleet,  on  the  retreat  of  admiral  Bjng,  re-* 
A.D.  t;  -6.    turned  to  its  ftation  ofFthe  harbour  of  Mahon.  And  tfao 
garrifon  of  fort  St.  Philip  being  thus  deprived  of  all  hope 
of  relief,  general  Blakeney,  the  govemoryfurrendered  the 
place,  and  with  it  the  ifland  of  Mmorea^  after  a  fiege  of 
nine  weeks. — The  defence  was  not  fo  vigorous  as  might 
have  been  expefted,  confidering  the  ftrength  of  the 
works,  the  advantageous  fituation  of  the  caftle  or  cit»» 
del,  and  the  rocky  foil,  which  renders  it  almoft  imprac- 
ticable to  open  trenches.  But  the  garrifon  was  too  finall 
by  one  third,  not  exceeding  three  thou£md  men  :  the 
befiegers  were  numerous,  amounting  to  near  twcntjp 
thoufand,  and  repeatedly  remfbrced  with  fiefh  r^- 
ments,  after  the  retreat  of  the  Englifli  fleet-    Hieir 
train  of  artillery  was  awfully  formidable,  confifting  of 
near  one  hundred  pieces  of  battering  cannon,  befide 
mortars  and  howitzers.    The  duke  de  Richelieu  pulhed 
his  approaches  with  ardour,  and  even  led  on  his  tsoopi 
in  peribn  to  feveral  defperate  afiaults.     Thesefore,  al' 
though  only  two  of  the  outworks  were  taken  when  the 
Capitulation)  was  figned,  and  but  one  hundred  of  the  gar- 
rifon (Iain,  while  the  French  had  loft  about  five  thouland 
of  their  bcft  troopsy  the  condu£l  of  Blakeney,  when  am- 
trafted  with  that  of  Byng,  appeared  to  fuch  advantage^ 
that  he  became  extremely  popular  on  his  arrival  in  Eng- 
land, notwithftanding  his  wrant  of  fuccefs,  and  wat 
raifcd  by  his  fovcreign  to  the  peerage 

The  forhme  of  admiral  Byng  was  very  diflferent.  The 
public  cry  was  loud  againft  him  i  and  he  was  odious  to  the 
miniftry,  on  whom  he  had  endeavoured  to  throw  the 
blame  of  his  mifcarriage.  He  was  fupcrfedcd  by  fir 
Edward  Hawke  in  the  command  of  the  fleet  in  the  Me-  " 
diterranean,  and  brought  home  under  arrefi  ta  betiiei 
i^r  his  life. 
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The  news  of  the  taking  of  Minorca  tranfported  the   ^^Ul^ 
French  populace,  and  even  the  court,  with  the  moft  ex-     K^0^^m^ 
travigant  joy  and  exultation .    Nothing  was  to  be  fcen,    ^'^' '75^ 
in  France,  but  triumphs  and  proceffions ;  nor  any  thing 
heard,  but  anthems,  congratulations,  and  hyperbolical 
ccHnpliments  to  the  viftor. — The  people  of  England 
were  deprefled  in  an  equal  degree,  when  informed  of 
the  lofs  of  that  important  place.     But  inftead  of  afcrib- 
ing  it  to  the  number  and  valour  of  the  French  foldiers 
and  (ailorf,  or  to  the  (kill  of  their  commanders,  the  great 
body  of  the  Englifh  nation  imputed  it  wholly  to  the 
cowardice  of  admiral  Byng,  and  the  improvidence  of  the 
Britilh  miniftry.     Petitions  accordingly  poured  in  from 
all  quarters,  demanding  juilice,  and  an  inquiry  into  the 
condudi  of  adminiftration  relative  to  Minorca. 

Meanwhile  a  general  hope  prevailed,  that  misfor- 
tune would  not  extend  to  every  fcene  of  action.  And 
•  very  (anguine  expeSations  were  entertained  of  fuccefs 
in  North  America ;  where  the  war  had  originated,  and 
where  our  moft  eflential  interefts  were  fuppofed  to  be 
at  ftake.  Orders  had  been  ifliied  for  raiflng,  in  the 
Englifh  colonies,  four  battalions  of  regulars,  which  were 
ibon  completed,  and  difciplined  by  experienced  officers. 
Two  additional  regiments  were  fcnt  from  the  mother- 
country.  And  government  refoived  to  take  uponitfelf 
die  whole  weight  and  conduA  of  the  war  in  America, 
on  account  of  the  divifions  in  the  provincial  aflemblies. 
The  earl  of  Loudon  was  appointed  <:ommander  in  chief 
of  all  the  Britifli  forces  there,  and  general  Abercrpmbip 
fucceeded  Shirley,  as  fccond  in  command. 

The  plan  of  operations  for  the  campaign  vyras  great^ 

yet  promifmg  and  flattering.     It  was  propofed  to  reduce 

Ac  fortrefs  of  Niagara,  fituated,  as  already  obferved,  at 

I     ^  junflion  of  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  in  order  to 

03  cut 
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FART  If.  cut  off  the  communication  between  Canada  and  LoulL 
A^D^'i^  fiaiia,  and  prevent  the  French  from  fiipporting  thcif 
new  polls  upon  the  Ohio ;  to  befiege  Fort  du  Queih^ 
the  principal  of  thofe  pods  \  to  take  Ticonderog^  and 
Crown  Point,  that  tl)e  frontier  of  New  York  might  bff 
deh'vered  from  the  danger  of  invafion,  and  Great  Britain 
acquire  the  command  of  lake  Champlain,  over  which 
forces  might  be  tranfported  in  cafe  of  any  attempt  upon 
Quebec.  Albany  was  agreed  upon  as  the  place  of  rcQ* 
de'zvous. 

At  that  ftation  general  Abercrombie  arrived  on  the 
fifth  day  of  June,  and  afiumed  the  command  pf  the  fbrcci 
fherc  afTcmbled,  They  confiftcd  of  about  four  diou-  . 
iand  regulars,  including  the  American  battalions ;  four 
independent  companies  belonging  to  the  colony  of  New 
York  ;  a  regiment  of  militia  from  New  Jerfey ;  a  for* 
midable  body  of  men  raifcd  by  the  New  England  pro« 
viiices,  and  four  companies  levied  in  Nprtb  Carolina* 

The  Englifli  colonies  toward  the  fouth,  but  efpecially 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  had  fufFered  fo  fcverely  ftom 
^e  ravages  of  the  French  and  Indians,  to  which  they 
were  ftill  expofed,  that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty 
they  could  defend  themfelves.  The  inhabitants  of'Pcn- 
fylvania,  of  whom  Qiiakers  form  the  mpft  confiderable 
Dody,  though  expofed  to  fimilar  barbarities,  could  hardly 
be  prevailed  upon  to  make  any  provifion  for  their  own 
fccurity;  but,  ijiRjad  of  fending  troops  to  the  general  i 
rendezvous,  when  fmote  on  one  fide  of  the  head,  Acj'  J 
nrcfented  tlie  other  to  the  favage  aflailant.  And  the 
ijumbcr  of  Negroe  flaves,  in  South  Carolina,  above  the 
due  proportion  of  white  inhabitants  was  fo  great,  that 
the  aflcmbly  judged  it  inconfiftent  with  the  fafety  of  the 
province  to  fpare  any  part  of  t)icir  domcflic  force,  for 
diftant  entcrprifcs. 
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The  army  aflemblcd  at  Albany,  however,  though    ^j^^x^n 
lerhaps  top  fmall  to  have  completed  the  whole  extenfivc    ^^-^/•^^^ 
ihn  of  operations,  was  of  fufHcient  ftrength  to  have    A.D.]7>^* 
crformed  very  effential  (ervice,  if  it  had  entered  ;mme- 
lacsly  upon  a£tian.     But  as  general  Abercrombie  dec- 
ayed the  execution  of  every  part  of  that  plan  until  the 
rrival  of  lord  Loudon  (which  proved  too  late  in  th« 
cafon  for  any  thing  of  confequence  to  be  afterward  cf-r 
'c£tedf  or  at  leaft  undertaken  with  a  reafonable  proba- 
lility  of  fucceis)^  another  campaign  was  loft  to  Great 
Sritain,  through  neg)e£l  and   procraftination ;    while 
ime  was  afforded  the  French,  not  onfy  to  take  precau* 
ioins  at  tbeir  leifure  againft  any  future  attempt  on  their 
f9ck  Settlements,  but  to  proceed  immolefted  in  their 
unbitious  fchcme  of  encroaching  on  the  Britifli  colonic* , 
md  reducing  all  our  fortifications  in  the  neighbourhood 
3f  the  Lakes.    The  marquis  de  Montcalm,  who  had 
liicceeded  Dieikau  in  the  command  of  the  forces  in  Ca- 
nada, and  who  poiTeiTed  a  bold  military  genius,  accord- 
ipgly  invefted  Ofwego,  and  reduced  it  in  a  few  days. 
The  garrjfon,  to  the  number  of  fixteen  hundred  men^ 
irere  made  pri(oners  of  war  ^  and,  beflde  feven  armed 
ftttsis  and  two  hundred  battoes,    one  hundred  and 
iwenty-one  pieces  of  cannon,  fourteen  mortars,  with  a 
mat  quantity  of  ammunition  and  proyifions,  alfo  fel^ 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ^ 

So  unfortunate  for  Great  Britain  was  the  ifluc  of  the 
fecond  campaign  in  North  America !  Nor  did  our  affairt 
wear  a  more  favourable  afpedl  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  Ad- 
miral Watfon,  who  commanded  the  Britifb  fleet  in  thofe 
latitudes,  lud  indeed,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  re^ 
duced  Gheria ;  the  principal  fortrcfs  of  Tulagee  An^ 
gria,  a  pyratical  prince,  whofe  anceftors  had  cftabliihe4 

3.  T9kTi$  CazHU,  0^,30,  1756. 
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themfel  ves  near  Bombay,  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  and  ynhq 
had  there  become  rich  and  powerful  by  pillaging  Euro- 
pean vciTcIs.  And  the  Engliih  TaOitories  at  Madraft  and 
Fort  St.  Davjj,  where  hoililities  could  never  be  (aid  to 
have  ceafed,  were  able  to  maintain  their  ground  agaioft 
the  French  and  their  I-ndian  allies.  But  deftrudioa 
came  from  an  unexpected  quarter,  and  fell  upon  a  place 
that  was  thought  to  be  in  the  moft  pcrfeft.fecurity« 

The  vaft  commerce  of  England  to  the  Eaft  Indks, 
fmce  the  middle  of  the  prefcit  century,  and  her  im-* 
menfc  territorial  act]viintions  in  Bengal,  where  diis  bloivr 
was  ftruck,  provoke  mc  lo  attempt  a  defcription  of  that 
rich  country,  whofe  memorable  revolutions  I  fhall  have 
occafion  to  relate. 

Bengal,  the  moft  eafterly  province  of  Indoftan,  lies 
between  the  twentieth  and  tvvrcnty-fcventh  degrees  of 
north  latitude,  and  extends  from  eaft  to  weft  almoft 
feven  hundred  miles.  As  -i^^gypt  owes  its  fertilitjrto  the 
Nile,  Bengal  is  indebted  for  its  opulence  to  the  Ganges. 
This  magnificent  body  of  water,  after  having  received, 
in  a  courfe  of  fix  hundred  miles,  from  its  irruption 
through  the  mountains  on  the  frontier  oi  India,  to  the 
tvvent}^- fifth  degree  of  latitude,  feven  large  rivers,  and 
rpany  iiifcrior  tributary  ftreams,  enters  the  province  of 
Btjngal  near  the  mountaiji  of  Tacriagully,  whofe  foot  it 
wafhes,  and  whence  it  runs  in  a  fouth-caft  dirtftion  to 
the  fea. 

An  hundred  miles  below  Tacriagully,  the  Ganges 
^iTtchts  towuivis  the  fouth  an  arm,  which  is  called  the 
river  Coflinibuzar  j  and  fifty  miles  lower,  another  arm, 
called  the  Jclingccr ;  which,  after  flowing  about  fortv 
miles  to  tlie  fouth-weft,  unites  with  the  CofEmbuzar  at 
a  town  named  Nuddcah.     The  river  formed  by  the 
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junAion  of  the  Coffimbuzar  and  Jelingeer  is  fometimes     LETTBR 
called  the  Little  Ganges^  but  more  commonly  the  river 
Hughley  s  which,  after  flowing  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miks  in  a  ibuthem  dire^Hon,  enters  the  fea  at  the  ifland 
cf  Sagor. 

The  principal  ftream  of  the  Ganges,  which,  for  die 
fake  of  diftindion,  is  called  the  Great  Gan^csj  conti- 
nues to  receive,  from  the  going  out  of  the  Coilimbuzar, 
to  the  middle  of  die  twenty- fecond  degree  of  latitude,  a 
multitude  of  (mail  rivers.  There  its  flood  is  joined  by 
lliat  of  the  Baramputiab,  a  yet  greater  river,  which  rifes 
on  the  eaftern  fide  of  thofe  vaft  mountains  diat  lend 
forth  the  Ganges  to  the  weft.  The  conflux  of  thofe  two 
migh^  rivers  is  tumultuous,  and  has  formed  feveral  large 
ijlaods  between  their  junction  and  tt\e  open  iea,  which 
|}idr  waters  reach  about  thirty-five  miles  lower. 

Tacaiagully  is  the  terminadon  of  a  ftupendous 
range  gi  mountains,  which  accompanies  the  courfe  of 
die  Ganges  from  the  weft.  And  about  fifty  miles  be* 
yoqd  Tacriagully,  where  thefe  mountains  begin  to  form 
die  northern  boundary  of  Bengal  on  the  weltern  fide  of 
die  Ganges,  another  range  of  mountains  ftrikes  from  the 
foidi,  but  in  a  curve  fwelling  weftward,  which  termi- 
nates within  fight  of  the  fea,  about  thirty  miles  from  Bal- 
laibre.  To  the  north,  thofe  mountains  divide  Bengal 
from  the  fouthern  diviiion  of  Behar  or  Bahar ;  and,  to 
the  fouth,  they  feem  the  natural  feparation  of  Bengal 
from  Orixa.  £aft ward,  the  province  of  Bengal  extends 
as  fiu-  as  Rangamatty ;  a  town  belonging  to  the  idng  of 
Aflem,  on  the  river  Baramputrah. 

Tif  E  fea-coaft  of  Bengal,  between  the  mouth  of  tha 
river  Hughley  and  that  of  the  Great  Ganges,  extends» 
60m  eaft  to  weft)  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  3  and 
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the  whole  is  ^  dreary  inhofpitable  (bore^  whiph  SvA 
and  whirlpools  render  inacceflible  to  (hips  of  burden. 
For  ievcral  miles  within  land,  the  country  U  ifitmrf^^M 
^y  i>umcrous  channels,  through  which  both  rivers  4if- 
cmbogue  themfclves,  by  many  mouths,  into  the  ocfspi  | 
imd  the  iflands  formed  by  thefe  channels  are  covered 
with  thickets,  and  occupied  chiefly  by  heafts  of  prey^ 
But  the  country  higher  up  is  very  differently  inhibited^ 
4ud  fo  defirable,  that  it  has  been  called  ;b^  Paradijc  of 
fndia^ 

Ths  triangle  formed  by  |he  Coffimbu^ar  and  Hi^^ 
)ey  rivers  to  the  weft,  by  the  Gre^  Ganges  to  die  eaft^ 
and  by  thefea-coaft  to  the  fouth,  as  well  asatargetrafi^ 
eui  each  hand,  to  the  nord)  of  this  Delta,  is  as  Icfd  as 
the  Lower  iSEgypt,  and  no  where  exhibits  a  fin^  ftonet 
The  foil  is  a  ftratum  of  the  richeft  mould,  lying  on  t 
deep  fand ;  ^ich  being  interfperfed  with  IbeUs,  indi> 
cates  the  land  to  have  bet^n  overflowed.  Such  parts  of 
that  immenfe  plain  as  are  not  watered  by  the  Gaines  or 
its  branches,  arQ  fertilized  by  many  other  ftreams  from 
the  mountains  \  and  for  the  fpace  of  three  mondis,  front 
May  to  Auguft,  when  the  fun  is  moftly  vertical^  heary 
rains  fall  every  day*. 

In  confequcnce  of  dicfe  advantages  of  foil  and  di« 
mate,  the  inhabitants  of  Bengal  are  enabled  to  fubfift  by 
lefs  labour  than  the  people  of  any  other  country  on  die 
iace  of  the  earth.  Rice,  which  forms  the  bafis  of  their 
food,  is  produced  in  fuch  plenty,  that  two  pounds  are 
often  fold  for  a  farthing.  ^lany  other  grains,  and  a  vaft 
variety  of  fruits  and  culinary  vegetables,  as  well  as  the 
fpices  that  enter  into  their  diet,  are  railed  with  equal  • 
mky  and  in  die  greateft  abundance.     Salt  is  found  in 

4.  Orpie,  book  tI. 
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Pm  UUfkiB  near  the  Tea,  and  the  fugar-cane  thpv^s  tyfi^  I^etter 
vhepB.  filh  (vnxrm  in  all  the  ftreanis  s^  ponds  $  ^\^  ^^^ 
the  cattle,  though  fmall,  are  incredibly  numerous* 
llenee^  i.i>  fpite  of  depotifin,  the  province  is  extremely 
pofubus :  and  the  labours  of  agriculture  being  few  and 
light^  many  hands  are  left  for  the  fine  fabrics  of  the  loom 
|he  principal  branch  of  oriental  induftry.  More  pieces 
of  cotton  and  filk  ^rc  accordingly  manufjidured  in  Ben-r 
gal)  notwithilanding  the  indolence  and  ^minacy  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  ^e  utterly  dcftitute  of  all  vigour  of 
mind  ^,  than  in  any  other  coun^  of  Ipdpflan  of  three 
times  the  fiune  extent }  and  as  thefe  m^u£u5hires  arc 
^inefly  intended  for  exportation,  suid  fold  cheaper  diaji 
aiqr  where  eUe,  the  trade  of  Bei^gal  has  ever  excited  the 
avidity  of  the  Europeans,  fince  navigation  open^  thein 
a  pa&g^  (hither  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

As  early  as  the  year  1640,  the  agents  of  the  Engliih 
£aft  India  company  obtained  leave  to  biiild  a  fa&ory  at 
Hughley ;  a  town  fituatpd  on  the  river  pf  the  fame 
iiame,  about  one  hundred  miles  from  the  fea,  and  thei| 
$bit  principal  port  in  the  province  of  Bengal.  But;  the 
officers  of  the  Mogul  government  fuperintended  thf 
progrefs  of  the  buildings,  and  obje<^d  to  every  thing 
which  refembled,^  or  might  be  converted  into  a  flation  of 
defence  ;  the  court  of  Delhi,  at  that  time,  difdaining  to 
allow^  in  any  part  of  its  dominions,  the  appearance  of 
any  fovereignty  but  its  own,  or  the  ereSion  of  a  fingle 
baftion  by  any  Europeai)  power  *.  Nor  does  this  con- 
tradift  what  has  been  formerly  {aid  of  the  firfl  Euro- 
pean fettlements  on  the  fea-coaft  of  Indollan  ;  the  terri* 
tory  on  which  they  flood,  and  many  of  the  forts  them- 

5.  This  languor  may  be  afcribed  partly  to  the  climate,  and  partly 
to  the  vegetable  diet  of  the  mhabitan^.  wku(e  religion  preclude^ 
ibcm  the  nfe  of  animal  food.  6.  Qrme,  vbi  fup. 
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PART  n.    felves,  having  either  been  purchafed,  or  wrefted  from 
^^  ■       princes  who  had  not  fubmitted  to  the  Great  Mogul. 

The  fame  jealous  policy  that  prohibited  die  En^ifh 
from  ere£ting  fortifications,  alfo  forbid  the  introduftioa 
of  military  force.  An  enfign  and  thirty  men,  to  do 
honour  to  the  principal  agents,  were  all  the  troqis  the 
Eaft  India  company  was  permitted  to  keep  at  Hughley. 
In  this  naked  condition,  and  in  coniequence  of  it^  ex* 
pofed  to'frequent  fines  and  exadions,  the  fadory  con* 
tinued,  until  the  year  1686  ;  when,  as  a  remedy  againft 
fuch  arbitrary  impofitions,  an  attempt  was  made  by  die 
Company,  to  eflabliih  a  defenfible  poft,  by  force  of  arms. 
TJie  enterprife  ultimately  failed :  yet  were  the  Engliih 
agents  permitted  to  fetde  a  bStory  at  Soota-nutty,  about' 
ten  miles  lower,  on  the  (ame  river,  than  Hughley,  in 
1689 ;  and  the  year  following,  they  received  a  phir^ 
maund  or  patent  from  Aurengzebe,  allowing  them  to 
trade  free  of  cufloms,  on  condition  of  paying  annually 
a  flipulated  fum^ 

These  indulgences  were  granted  to  the  Englifh  from 
an  apprehenfion  of  their  utterly  abandoning  the  trade  of 
Bengal,  as  they  had  removed  to  Madrafs  after  the  mif- 
carriage  of  their  armament.  And  other  caufes  contri- 
buted to  root  them  more  firmly  in  that  province*  In 
1696,  the  Rajahs  on  the  weflern  fide  of  the  river  Hugh- 
ley  took  up  arms  j  and  the  principal  part  of  the  Nabob's 
forces  being  then  with  the  court  at  Dacca,  the  rebels, 
headed  by  the  Rajah  of  Burdawan,  made  great  progrds 
before  a  body  of  troops  fufficient  to  oppofc  them  could 
be  aflenibled.  They  took  Hughley,  plundered  Muxa^ 
davad,  and  thence  proceeded  to  Rajahmahal. 

On  the  rife   of    this   rebellion,    all  the  European 
Stories  in  the  province  of  Bengal  augmented  their  foU 

dicry, 
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diery^  and  declared  for  the  Nabob ;  eameftly  requefting.  Letter 
at  die  £une  time,  his  permiifion  to  put  their  feveral 
iettlements  iu  a  pofture  of  defence  againft  the  common 
^nemy.  The  Nabob,  in  general  terms,  deiired  them  to 
IHToride  for  their  iafety.  An  apology  for  fo  doing  was 
what  diey  had  all  along  fought.  Happy,  therefore,  in  be- 
ing fumifhed  with  an  order  fo  conformable  to  their  views^ 
the  Dutch  raifed  walls,  with  baftions,  round  their  fac- 
tory about  a  mile  to  the  fouth  of  Hughley.  The  French 
fortified  with  no  lefs  diligence,  and  more  (kill,  their 
fettlement  at  Chandernagore,  two  miles  lower  on  the 
river  i  and  the  Englifli,  as  their  bulwark,  ere£bd  Fort 
William  at  Calcutta,  a  fmall  town  where  they  had  built 
iheir  principal  magazines,  contiguous  to  Soota-nutty7. 
Such  was  the  origin  of  the  three  European  fortification^ 
in  the  provmce  of  Bengal. 

From  the  time  that  the  Englifh  eftablifhed  themfelves 
at  Calcutta,  which  they  were  foon  after  permitted  to 
purchafe,  together  with  its  territory,  from  the  Zemen- 
dar  or  Indian  proprietor,  the  trade  of  the  company  con- 
tinued to  flourifh,  in  fpite  of  many  difcouragements 
from  home:  and  the  town  increafed  wonderfully  in 
population,  notwithftanding  the  jealoufy  of  the  Nabob. 
The  company's  agents  had  even  the  addrefs  to  obtain 
from  die  Great  Mogul,  in  17 17,  the  privilege  of  pafs- 
ports  or  dujiucks  \  which,  being  recognized  throughout 
the  province  of  Bengal,  their  goods  were  thenceforth 
exempted  from  cuftoms,  and  no  longer  liable  to  be  flop- 
ped by  die  ofiicers  of  the  revenue. 

This  was  a  fingular  indulgence,  and  contributed 
gready  to  facilitate  and  augment  the  trade  of  the  Eng- 
lifh Eafl  India  Company  \  more  efpecially  as  none  of  the  ^ 

7.  Onnc*f  Bifl,  Indofl,  bookvi. 
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FART  It.  ether  European  companies  were  entitled  t6  the  fim^  iii<i 
dulgence,  not  any  of  tte  natives  except  two  6r  dttee 
|)rincipai  merchants,  who  purcbafed  it  fromi  the  Natiob 
kt  an  exorbitant  price '.-  But  the  envy  and  jealoury^ 
tKxafioned  by  thofe  advantages,  excited  againft  the  En^ 
glifli  the  hatred  both  of  the  European  add  countrj 
powers  ;  and  that  jealous  hate^  in  die  latter,  bt'ought  on 
the  fatal  cataftrophe^  which  ikiakes  this  digr^eh  m* 
Cefiary^ 

A*  tu  iy$s.  Ok  the  death  of  Ae  Nabob,  or  niore  pr^tlj  SiAahy 
AUaverdy^  who  had  governed  with  great abifity,  for  many 
years,  the  provinces  6^' Bengal^  Bebar,  andOrixa^  dw 
fupreme  authority  devolved^  according  to  bis  deflinationf 
upon  his  grand  fon,  Sufiajah  Dowlah,a  weak  andtyrannU 
cal  prince.  Equally  timid,  fufpictous,  and  chid ^  die  new 
viceroy  determined  to  take  vcngearfce  on  all  whom  he 
feared,  and  to  owe  his  fecurity  to  the  inability  of  aiiy 
power  widiin  his  jurifdiAion  to  hurt  him.  The  £f^* 
iifli  had  particularly  awakened  his  apprehenfions  by  dK 
taking  of  Gheria,  a  fortrefs  deemed  impregnable  in  In* 
dodan,  by  their  incrcoTing  ftrength  in  the  CamadC|  and 
by  the  growth  of  tlieir  fettlcmcntat  Calcutta. 

Other  circumftances  confpired  to  point  the  refent- 
incntof  Surajah  Dowlah  immediately  againft  theEngliO) 
faSory  in  Bengal.  He  was  informed,  and  not  alto- 
gether withont  foundation,  that  the  agents  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company  had  abufed  their  privilege  of  dufiucls  ; 
by  making  them  fubfcr\'ient  not  only  to  the  importation 
of  European,  and  the  exportation  of  India  goods,  but  to 
the  importation  of  commodities  from  other  parts  of  In- 
doftan,  and  even  of  the  fame  province,  to  the  great  dt- 
ininution  of  the  public  revenue,  and  in  dired  contra- 
« 

S.  Id.  ibid. 
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iLSa^n  to  the  purpofe  for  whkh  they  Kad  been  granted,    ^^j^^f,^ 
the  eneouragcAnent  of  foreign  commerce*  He  therefore   'j,  -^— J* 
determined  to  get  thofe  paflports  recalled  by  the  coitrt  ^-^  '^5^ 
of  Ddhiy  or  to  deny  the  validity,  and  alfo  td  pi/ni(h 
the  abde*     And  the  governor  and  council  of  Calcutta^ 
by  refuAng  to  deliver  up  to  him  a  noble  refugee^  who 
had  taken  dielter  with  all  his  tfeafures  within  their  pre^ 
fidencyt  fiuther  confirmed  hhn  in  his  hoftilefefolutiom 

Etnt  AGED  atthis  I'cfufal,  though  feemin^ly  occafioned 
by  milapprehenfion,  the  Nabob,  who  had  aflembled  an 
'  army  of  fifty  thouiand  men,  with  an  intention  of  ftriking 
t  bbw  in  a  diftant  quarter,  ordered  it  to  march  diredly 
toward  Calcutta ;  where  the  Englifli,  he  was  told,  Mrere 
Mlding  new  fortifications.     He  himfelf  headed  his 
troops ;  and  advanced  with  fuch  rapidity,  that  many  of 
tern  died  of  fatigue.     Sufficient  force,  however,  re-* 
milled  for  the  accomplifhment  of  his  enterprifci    After 
Mnipting  in  vain  to  oppofe  the  enemy  in  the  flreets  and 
tvemies,  the  Englifh  inhabitants  took  refuge  in  Fori 
William ;  a  place  in  itfelf  by  no  means  fttong)  and  de-^ 
folded  only  by  a  fmall  garrifon^     Confcious  of  his  in- 
lUlky  to  hold  out,  Mr.  Drake>  the  governor,  called  at 
two  in  the  morning  a  council  of  war,  to  which  all  ex-  J^nc  if. 
^  the  common  foldiers  were  admitted ;  and  after  de- 
bating long,  Whether  they  (hould  immediately  efcape  to 
the  company's  fhips  in  the  river,  or  defer  their  retreat 
muil  the  following  night,  the  council  broke  up,  without 
coming  to  any  pofitive  determination.     But  as  the  firft 
propel  was  not  carried  into  execution,  the  fecond  was 
lenerally  underftood  to  have  been  embraced. 

Meanwhile  the  befiegers  vigoroufly  pufhed  theif 

JWacks,  and  hoped  every  moment  to  carry  the  foft  by 

Ibrm.     FiDed  with  terror,  and  utterly  unacquainted 

^miKtaryfervice,nxany  ofthecompany'sfcrvants,  and 
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cVen  fome  members  of  the  council,  went  off  to  the'flupt'.' 
A  party  of  militia,  it  was  obfenred,  that  had  condufitii 
the.  women  on  board  the  preceding  night,  did  not  re. 
turn  to  the  garrifon.  They  who  remained  in  it  looked 
at  one  another  with  wild  afiright.  The  gOYemor,  wHb 
had  hitherto  difcovered  no  want  of  courage,*  now  pani^- 
ftruck  at  the  thought  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  Sufajah 
Powlah,  who  had  threatened  to  put  him  to  death,  hur- 
ried into  a  boat  that  lay  at  the  wharf,  widiout  apprifing 
the  garrifon  of  his  intention.  The  military  comncuuid- 
ing  officer,  and  feveral  other  perfons  of  diftindion,  pu- 
filanimoufly  followed  his  example^  and  accompanied 
him  to  one  of  the  fhips. 

The  aftonifhment  of  the  garrifon  at  diis  defertioOy' 
could  only  be  equalled  by  their  indignation.  Nodiing 
was  heard  for  a  time  but  execrations  againft  the  fugitives. 
At  length,  however,  the  tumultous  concourfe  proceed- 
ed to  deliberation:  and  Mr.  Pcarkes,  the  ddeft  member 
of  the  council  left  in  the  fort,  having  refigned  his  right 
of  fenioriry  to  Mr.  Holwell,  that  gentleman  was  unani- 
moufly  invefted  with  the  chief  commands  The  number 
of  militia  and  foldiery  now  remaining,^  amiouMed  only 
to  one  hundred  and  ninety  men.  The  new  commander^ 
therefore,  having  feen  fome  boats  return  to  the  wfaar^ 
locked  the  gate  leading  to  the  river,  in  order  toprevtne 
future  defertions. 

The  fame  promptitude  and  fpirit  diflinguifhed  Mr. 
Holweirs  whole  conduct.  But  all  his  gallant  effivtf 
were  found  infufficicnt  to  preferve  the  fort.  Soon  con- 
vinced  of  their  weaknefs,  and  confcious  of  their  dan« 
ger,  the  garrifon  threw  out  fignals  for  the  (hips  or  boats 
to  repair  to  the  wharf.  That  rational  hope  of  efcap^t 
however,  failed  them.  One  fhip  having  ftruck  00  * 
fand-bank,  not  a  fmgle  vellel  of  any  kind  offered  af- 

terwari 
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lerward  to  yield  them  a  retreat.     As  a  laft  refourcc,    ^^^trr 
Mr.  Holwcll  threw  a  letter  from  the  ramparts,  inti::iat-     ^.^..l^^l^ 
ing  a  defire  to  capitulate  ;  many  of  the  garrifon  having    A.  t>  '  t^^ 
been  killed  fmce  the  departure  of  the  governor,  and 
more  of  the  furvivors  thrown  into  a  ftate  of  defpon- 
dencjr*    Encouraged  by  this  indication  of  weaknefs,  the 
benegers  made  a  defperate  but  inefFeclual  aflault ;  after 
which  one  of  the  Nabob's  officers  appeared  with  a  flag 
of  truce.     It  was  anfwered  by  another  from  the  fort. 
A  parieyenfued ;  biit  before  any  articles  of  capitulation 
could  be  (ettled,  the  troops  of  Surajah  Dowlah  forced 
fapen  one  of  the  gates,  and  made  themfelvcs  mad  rs  of 
ihe  places  though  without  putting  any  of  the  garrifon 
totfaefword9. 

About  an  hour  after  the  faking  of  Fort  Willirm, 
the  Nabob  entered  it^  accompanied  by  his  general  Mecr 
J^ScTy  and  molt  of  the  great  officers  of  his  army.  Hav- 
ii^  given  directions  for  fecuring  the  Company's  trdafure, 
ke  felted  himfclf^  with  all  the  ftate  of  an  Afiatic  con- 
queirori  in  the  principal  apartment  of  the  faclor}^  and 
ordered  Mr.  Holwcll  to  be  brought  before  him.  On 
file  firft  appearance  of  that  gentleman,  Surajah  Dowlah 
exprefled  violent  refentment  at  the  prefumption  of  the 
Englifh,  in  daring  to  refift  his  power,  and  chagrin  at 
fte  fmallnefe  of  the  fum  found  in  the  treafury.  Softened, 
however,  in  the  courfe  of  three  conferences,  he  difmifled 
the  Englifh  cliief,  as  he  thought  piroper  to  call  him, 
with  repeated  aflTurances,  on  the  word  of  a  foldier^  tliat 

he  (hould  (uiFer  no  harm. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  afluranccs,  Mr.  Holwell 
tndhis  unfortunate  comnanions  (whom  he  found,  on  his 
{I  ictum,  furrounded  by  a  ftrong  guard)  were  forced  inlo 
J      the  common  dungeon  ot  die  fort,  ufually  cdled  The  Black 

^  9.  Orme,  nbi  fup. 
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I  difturb  his  rcpofc  "^  ?'*— A  ftrongcir  piaure  of  BETTER 
fin  was  never  dtawn,  nor  a  deeper  leene  of  hu«  ^^^^^Ij 
dfiay  cxhibitcdi  ^'^'^  ^  'S^ 

mm 

•  fentiments  of  friendfhip)  compai&oni  or  re^ 
were  henceforth  extinguifhed  in  the  breafts  of 
roted  prifoners.  No  one  would  give  way  for  the 
;>f  another  >  but  every  one  employed,  his  utmoft 
a  to  obtain  a  place  near  the  windows,  Or  to  main- 
at  ftation.  The  feeble  funk)  never  more  to  rifei 
:rp  trampled  upon  by  their  ftronger  companions* 
avock  of  death  and  the  ftruggle  for  air  continued 
lorning  appeared  ;  when,  the  door  being  open- 
one  hundred  and  forty-fix  perfons,  thruft  into 
ick  Hole,  twenty -three  only  were  brought  out 
And  Mr.  Holwell,  and  other  two  of  the  fur- 
,  were  condemned  to  farther  fufierings.  They 
Tent  prifoners  to  Muxadavad,  the  capital  of  the 
ce,  in  hopes  of  extoi  ting  from  them,  by  cruel 
a  confeiSon  of  the  fadory's  hidden  treafures. 
tta  was  pillaged,  and  For  William  fecured  by  a 
n  of  three  thoufand  men*'.  The  affairs  of  the 
b  £aft  India  Company  fcemed  finally  ruined  in 
I. 

E  accumulated  misfortunes  of  Great  Britain  did 
>Mrever,  difcourage  the  king  of  Prufliaj  her  brave 
:om  taking  vigorous  meafures  in  order  to  defeat 
Ggns  of  his  numerous  enemies  i  or  to  acquire 
Cendant  in  Germany  which  he  had  long  been  am^ 
;  of  attaining^  and  which  was  now  become  in  fome 
neceflary  for  his  own  prefervation,  as  well  as  to 
him  to  fulfil  his  political  engagements  with  his 
nic  majefty.  Nor  did  George  U.  fail  to  ad:  with 
dignity.     He  ordered  his  eledxical  minifter  to 

lUlwcn't  A«rrtf/ttrr.    Onne,  book  ylK        tr.  Id  ibid. 
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Holcy  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening ;  and  in  diat 
dungeon,  only  eighteen  feet  fquare,  were  they  condemned 
to  pafs  the  night  in  one  of  the  hotteft  climates  of  the 
earth,  and  in  the  hotteft  feafon  of  that  climate.     They 
could  receive  no  air  but  through  two  fraall  grated  win- 
dows, almoft  totally  blocked  up  by  a  neighbouring  build- 
ing, which  deprived  them  of  the  common  benefit  even 
of  the  fultry  atmofphere.     Their  diftrefs  was  inexprefl^ 
ible,  in  confequence  of  the  heat,  and  the  prefliire  of  tfactr 
bodies,  as  foon  as  the  door  was  (hut.    They  atttmpted 
to  force  it  open,  but  without  efFed.     Rage  fucceeded 
difappointment.     The  keeneft  invedtives  were  utteredi 
in  order  to  provoke  thf^juard  to  put  an  end  to  thdr 
wretched  lives,  by  firing  into  the  dungeon  ;  and  whilft 
fome,  in  the  agonies  and  torment  of  deipair,  were  UaA 
pheming  their  Creator  with  frantic  execrations,  others 
were  imploring  relief  from  heaven,  in  wild  and  incoha- 
ent  prayers. 

Mr.  Holwell,  who  had  taken  his  ftation  at  (me 
of  the  windows,  exhorted  his  fellow-fufFcrers  to  com- 
polure,  as  the  only  means  of  furv-iving  till  morning.  In 
the  mean  time  he  addreflcd  himfclf  to  an  old  Jemautdar, 
an  officer  of  the  guard,  who  feemed  to  have  fomc  marts 
of  humanity  in  his  countenance,  promiilng  him  a  thou- 
fcnd  rupees,  if  he  would  feparate  them  into  different 
apartments.  He  i -tired  to  procure  an  order  for  duC 
purpofe  i  but  returned  in  a  few  minutes,  with  a  forrow- 
ful  face,  and  laid  it  was  impoJJiUr  !  Mifapprehcndin 
his  meaning,  Mr.  Holwell  profFercd  him  a  larger  fum* 
Wz  retired  a  fecond  ti;nc,  and  ngaia  returned  with  die 
fame  woe*forcboding  look  ;  while  the  prifoners  rent  ik 
air  w.th  their  cries,  to  the  guard  to  open  tlie  dungeo% 
a:i  1  drank  their  own  fwcat  to  relieve  their  thirft. 

*'  Unhappy  men!" — faid  the  Jemautdar,—"  fummit 
"  lo  neccfHt; ,     The  Subah  is  afleep  !— and  what  fc»« 

centres 
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PART  ir.  deliver  a  memorial  to  the  diet  at  Ratifton^  expreffing 
his  furprize,  to  find  the  treaty  which  he  had  lately  con- 
cluded with  the  king  of  Pruflia  induftrioufly  reprefimted 
as  a  ground  of  apprehenfion  and  terror ;  that  as  Fraiice 
had  made  open  difpbfitions  for  invading  die  eledonUc 
of  Hanover,  and  diflurbing  the  peace  of  Gennany,  aod 
the  emprefs.  queen,  notwithftanding  her  obligations  to 
Great  Britain^  had  denied  him  the  fuccours  ftipulaled 
by  treaties,  he  had  negociated  that  alliance  merdy  fir 
the  fecurity  of  his  own  dominions,  and  the  prefervatiOD 
of  the  tranquillity  of  die  emph*e^  negleded  by  H 
hcad"\ 

The  behaviour  of  his  Pruffian  majefty  waifiifi  mac 
(lately.  Having  ordered  his  miniftcr  at  the  court  of 
Vienna  to  demand  a  clear  explication,  and  proper  tfur- 
ances  concerning  the  hoflile  preparations  he  faw  mak- 
ing on  the  frontiers  of  Silefia,  and  receiving  onlyevafive 
anfwcrs,  he  refolved  to  anticipate  the  dcfigns  of  his  ene- 
mies, by  carr}'iiig  the  war  into  their  dominions,  inftesi 
of  coolly  waiting  its  approach  in  his  own.  And  he  calkd 
Heaven  and  earth  to  witnefs,  That  the  emprefe-quccn 
alone  would  be  chargeable  with  alt  the  innnocent  Uood 
that  might  be  fpilt,  and  the  difmal  confequentes  dttt 
muft  attend  the  profecution  of  hoftilities,  by  refu£og 
the  declaration  which  he  had  required  ;  namely,  "  tlut 
*^  (he  had  no  intention  to  attack  him  either  this  yiearor  ^ 
"  the  next."  He  had  conffitutcd  her,  he  faid,  arbitiett 
of  peace  or  war  j  and  her  military  preparations  2nimj(' 
tcrious  replies  left  him  no  room  to  doubt  which  ater- 
native  {be  had  chofen,  though  £he  declined  a  liberal  ao' 
open  dccifion  of  the  momentous  queftiori. 

In  order  to  invade  Bohemia  with  fucccfe,  it  is  notoo*  I  -- 
ly  convenient,  but  almoft  neceflary,  to  tafcepoffcffion^' 

12.  Printed  ^nmrtMt. 
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fiixony.    The  king  of  Pruffia,  who  had  projcAed  the    letter 

invafion  of  that  kingdom,  and  who  hoped  to  be  able  to   %^  ■^■■■^ 

reduce  it  to  obedience  before  the  emprefs-queen  could  A.  D.  1756. 

aflemble  her  troops,  or  any  of  the  other  confederates  be 

in  a  condition  to  attack  him,  therefore  rcfolved  to  occu^ 

fry  his  eledorate  ;  a  meafure  in  which  he  thought  him- 

fi^  juftiiied,  as  he  knew  that  the  elector  had  concurred 

in  all  the  fchemes  formed  by  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 

Pettrfburg  for  the  ruin  of  the  houfe  of  Brandenburg, 

and  waited  ody  an  opportunity  to  co-operate  alfo  in  the 

execution  of  them.    He  accordingly  entered  Saxony  Aug.  zg* 

with  a  great  army,  confifting  of  (eventy  battalions  and 

fi^xty  (quadrons,  divided  into  three  bodies,  which  pur- 

fiied  different  routes,  and  aflembled,  by  cpncert,  in  the    Stpt.  6: 

^g^bourhood  of  Drefden. 

Unable  to  refill  fq  powerful  a  force,  Auguflus  aban« 
dofied  his  capital,  which  was  immediately  occupied  by  Sept  t, 
the  Pruffians,  and  joined  his  little  army  of  fourteen 
dioufiuid  men,  encamped  at  Pirna.  That  camp,  which 
iras  deemed  impregnable,  he  had  not  chofen  merely  on 
account  of  its  flrength,  but  alfo  becaufe  he  thought  its 
pofidon  fecured  him  a  communication  with  Bohemia, 
whence  only  he  could  e^pe£l  fuccour,  and  whither  he 
might  retire  in  cafe  pf  neceffity.  Relying  on  thefe  ad- 
yantages,  on  the  attachment  of  his  fubje£ts,  and  his  in- 
timate connexions  with  the  court  of  Vienna,  he  fcom- 
fiilly  reje(%^  the  reafonable  requifition  of  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  That^  as  a  proof  of  the  fincerity  of  his  fufpici- 
pas  pro^iBons  of  neutrality,  he  fhould  with(^w  his 
army  from  the  ftrong  poft  which  it  occupied,  and  order 
the  troops  to  return  to  their,  former  quarters,  in  different 
ports  of  the  eledoratc. 

This  refufcl  induced  the  king  of  PrufSa  to  change 
his  plan  of  opctations.  As  he  had  no  magazines  in  Bo- 
hemia, he  did  not  think  it  lafe  to  penetrate  into  that 

R  3  king- 
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kingdom,  and  leave  the  Saxons  mafters  of  the  Elbe  Wr 
hind  him.     I{e   therefore  refolved  to  furround  their 
camp ',  and,  as  he  could  not  hope  to  force  it,  to  oWge 
them  to  furrendcr,  by  cutting  off  their  fuppfies,  before 
fit  proceeded  farther.     With  this  view^  he  enetmpedat 
Gro(s  Zedlitz,  in  the  neighbourhood  erf*  Pima,  and  (boq 
reduced  the  Saxon  army  to  the  greateft  diftrels.   Meaih 
while  he  font  two  large  detachments,  one  under  mare- 
fchal  Keith,  the  other  under  marefchal  Schwerin,  to  tlie 
frontiers  of  Bohemia,  in  order  to  keep  the  Auftriant  ii| 
awe,  and  deprive  them  of  the  power  of  msdcing  any  vigor- 
pus  effort  for  the  relief  of  the  Saxons,  by  obliging  them 
to  divide  their  forces.     Keith  took  poft  at  Joluifiklf| 
and  Schwerin  at  Aujeft,  oppofite  Konigfgratz. 

That  was  a  cautious  rather  than  a  great  line  of  con- 
du£l.  Had  the  king  of  Pruffia  marched  into  Bohemia 
widi  the  main  body  of  his  army,  die  moment  he  fbunl 
the  king  of  Poland  rejed  his  propofitions  of  neiitralttyi 
leaving  twenty  thoufand  men  to  block  up  the  Saxon 
camp  at  Pirna,  he  might  have  made  himfelf  m^^ler  of 
the  whole  kingdom,  before  the  Auftrians  could  have 
been  in  a  condition  to  oppojfe  him.  Olmutz,  and  even 
Prague,  muft  foon  have  fallen  into  his  hands,  both  be- 
ing yet  unprovided  againft  a  ilege '  ^ ;  whereas,  by  die 

plan 

13.  Ilifi.  of  the  Ute  War  im  Germaay^  by  major-geaenl  Llofd^ 
vho  fervcd  fcvcrai  campaigns  in  the  Auflrian  army,  aod  aftenncii 
iii  that  of  prii.  jc  Ferdinand.  «  I  he  conqucft  of  thcfc  twoptaccH* 
adds  this  intelligent  author,  **  woald  have  enabled  his  Proffiu  flM- 
**  jcfly  to  begin  the  next  campaign  in  Moravia,  at  Icaft,  aadp^ 
«*  haps  on  the  Danube,  with  the  fiege  or  blockade  of  Vienaft; 
«  whence  he  might,  without  any  ri(k,  have  fent  a  confidcrab!e  CBipi 
**  to  the  frontiers  of  Hungary,  and  the  army  defUned  to  goif^ 
«*  Saxony  into  the  empire,  between  the  fources  of  the  Maine  aadtk 
*<  Upper  Danube.  The  firil  wou  d  have  hindered  the  cmpidi- 
'<  <;ueeD  from  receiving  any  fuccours  from  thcfe  conntri^  4|il  ^ 

«?lift 
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plan  diat  he  purfucd,  the  emprefs-queen  had  leifure  to    ^31X1?' 
aflemble  two  confiderable  armies  in  Bohemia,  and  to    \_  -^,-,_f 
put  its  principal  towns  in  a  ftate  of  defence.  The  fmalleft    ^'  ^'  '^S^* 
of  thefe  armies,  commanded  by  prince  Piccolomini,  took 
poft  at  Konigfgratz,  in  order  to  oppofe  Schwerin ;  the 
largeft  under  marefchal  Brown,  encamped  at  Kolin, 
and  was  deftined  to  march  to  the  relief  of  the  Saxon 
army,  as  foon  as  the  neceflary  preparations  could  be 
made  for  that  purpofe. 

Thesb  preparations  being  completed,  marefchal 
Brown  quitted  his  camp  at  Kolin,  and  advanced  to  Bu-  ^^  23. 
dyn  on  the  E^ra,  in  order  to  concert  meafiyes  with  the 
Saxons  for  aiccomplifhing  their  enlargement.  Now 
feemingly  fenfiUe  of  his  miftake,  in  not  having  entered  * 
Bohemia,  the  politic  and  enterprifmg  Frederick,  having 
left  a  body  of  troops  to  continue  the  blockade  of  Pima, 
joined  die  diviflon  of  his  army  under  Keith,  and  refolved 
to  give  battle  to  the  Auftrian  army  under  Brown.  Such 
an  opportunity  he  foon  founds 

Tri  Auftrians  having  pafled  (he  Egra,  and  encamped 
at  Lowofitz,  his  Pruilian  majefty  thought  it  neceilary  to 
paft  the  mountains  of  Bafcopol  and  Kletchen  >  to  put 
the  defiles  behind  him,  and  occupy  the  avenues  leading 
to  the  plain  before  marefchal  Brown's  camp,  that  he 
ought,  without  difficulty  attack  him,  if  he  fhould  judge 
it  convenient.  He  accordingly  left  Tirmitz,  to  which 
he  had  advanced  from  JohnfdorfF,  and  arrived  at  Wei-  ^^  3o* 
mina  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening*  Fearing  the 
enemy  might  decamp  in  the  night,  and  occupy  the 
mountains  of  Radoflitz  and  Lobofch';  and,  by  that 
BOvement,  not  only  render  it  impoffible  for  him  to  at-» 
tKk  them*  but  even  oblige  him  to  fall  back  to  Aufig,  he 
lefiuned  his  march,  and  occupied  the  mountains   of 

**  bft  w&old  haTc  cfifedually  prevented  thofe  priDces»  who  were  the 
f  hiog  of  Pruffia'i  enemies,  U-om  uniting  againft  him/*   Ibid. 

K.  4  which 
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FART  II.    nrliich  he  was  apprehenfive  the  Auftrians  would  tak^ 

A.p.i7$6.    ppflefliom 
oa,  I. 

By  break  of  day  the  Pruflian  army,  confifting  of  fixty-* 

five  fquadrons,  and  twenty-fix, battalions,  with  one  hun-* 

dred  and  two  pieces  of  cannon,  was  formed  in  order*of 

battle  J  the  infantry  in  two  lines,  and  the  cavalry  in 

three,  behind.     The  right  wing  of  the  inf^try  was 

pofted  in  the  village  of  Radoftitz,  at  the  foot  of  Ac  hill 

of  the  fame  name.     Before  thaf  hill  rifc$  another,  called 

the  Homolk^berg ;  which  although  much  lower  tian 

the  former,  is  yet  fo  high  as  to  comm4nd  ^1  the  plaii} 

below,  as  far  as  the  village  of  Sulowitz.  To  thi?  hill  die 

Jcing  of  Pruflia  afterward  extended  his  right  wing,  and 

placed  a  battery  of  heavy  cannon  upon  it.     His  centre 

o-cupicd  the  valley  formed  by  the  Homolkaberg  and 

the  Lobpfchbcrg  }  and  on  the  latter  his  left  wing  wa^ 

ppfjed, 

The  Lobofchberg  is  a  remarkably  high  and  ftcep 
mountain,  and  extends  into  the  plain  almofl  to  Lowofitz. 
That  fide  of  it  is  covered  with  vineyards,  which  are  fc- 
parated  by  ftone  walls.  In  thefe  marcfchal  Brown  had 
ported  a  large  body  .of  Croats,  who  were  fuftaincd  by 
jTeveral  nattalions  of  Hungarian  infantry.  Parallel  to 
thofc  mountains,  and  at  fome  hundred  yards  diftancc 
from  the  foot  of  them,  ruus  4  marfliy  rivulet  j  which 
in  mai\y  places  fpreads  itlVlf  in  the  plain,  and  forms  a 
kind  of  KiKe.  Between  this  livulet  and  the  hills,  on 
which  the  Pruflian  army  was  formed,  ftrikes  a  very 
(deep  ravin,  or  fewer,  hvollov/cd  by  land  floods,  from  Su- 
lowit.!.  to  Lowofitz.  The  only  pafles  over  that  ravin 
and  rivuV^t  are  at  thcf;;  two  villages,  and  by  a  narrow 
l^one  briJ  Tc  between  them.  The  ground  behind  the 
rivuK  t  rif<:b  a  little,  efpecially  toward  Sulowitz  ;  and  on 
thi^  riling  ijrou'id  the  Aullrian  army,  confifting  of  fc- 
xcnty-tv.o  fquadrbns   aiid  fifty-two   battalions,  with 

ninety 


M  O  D  E  R  N    E  U  R  O  P  E,  H9 

icty-cight  pieces  of  cannon,  was  poised.    It  was     *^^JJft^ 

rmed  in  two  lines ;  the  infantry  in  the  centre^  and    \_-j-  <* 

5  cavalry,  as  ufual,  on  the  wings.     A  little  before  the    ^P*  '^5^ 

mmenccment  of  the  aftipn,  however,  the  cavalry 

1  the  right  wing  marched  forward,  and  occupied  the 

un  to  the  left  of  the  village  of  LowoCtz.     Tha^ 

Uage  marefchal  Brown  had  ordered  to  be  fortified^ 

id  had  placed  fonu:  of  his  beft  infantry  in  it,  with  a 

eat  quantity  of  artillery.     He  had  likewife  raifed  a 

rong  battery,  and  fomc  redoubts  on  the  plain  before 

.    By  thefe  nieans  he  though^  he  had  rendered  his 

ght  inaccef&ble,  as  his  centre  and  l^ft,  covered  by  the 

arlhy  rivulet  and  the  ravui  already  n^pntioncd,  cer- 

inly  were.    He  therefore  refalve4  to  waif  battle  in 

tat  pofition* 

The  aAion  began  about  feven  in  the  mqripng,  be- 
vcen  the  left  wing  of  thp  Pruifians  and  the  troops 
hich  marefchal  Brown  had  pofted  in  the  Lobofch* 
erg.  But  in  confequcnce  of  a  thick  fog,  through 
fhich  nothing  could  be  feen  at  the  diftance  of  an  hun- 
red  yards,  no  confiderable  advantage  was  gained,  on 
idler  fide,  till  near  noon,  when  the  fog  began  to  clear 
p.  It  was  fpon  entirely  diilipated;  and  the  hbftile 
rmies  flood  full  in  view  of  each  other,  agitated  with 
nxious  hopes  and  fears.  The  king  of  PruiSa, 
laving  examined  the  Auftrian  army  for  fomc  time, 
udged  its  right  to  be  the  weakeft  for  many  reafons, 
ut  chiefly  becaufe  it  was  commanded  from  the  Lo- 
ofchberg.  He  therefere  ordered  his  fecond  line  to 
liter  into  the  firft,  with  the  cavalry  in  the  centre,  that 
5  might  occupy  the  Homolkabcrg  and  Lobofchberg  in 
)rce.  This  b^ing  readily  executed,  the  whole  army 
as  put  in  morion,  inclining  always  to  the  left,  whence 
le  projected   attack  was  to   be  made  j  and  the  left 

win^ 
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wing  being  reinforced,  and  prote£ted  by  the  fire  of  a 
JuS^TS^.   numerous  and  well-ferved  artillery,  marched  down  the 
Lobofchberg  toward  Lowofitz,  and  drove  the  Croats 
ODt  of  the  vineyards  into  the  plain. 

Mareschal  Brown  believing  that  the  forttme  of 
Ac  dxy  depended  on  his  being  able  to  keep  pofleffion 
of  Lowofitz,  direw  almofl  his  whole  right  wing  into  it* 
The  aAion,  therefore  was  here  long  and  obftinate. 
At  length,  however,  it  was  determined  in  favour  of  die 
Pruffians.  Seeing  his  right  wing  forced  to  give  way, 
die  Auftrian  general  ordered  his  left  to  advance 
through  the  village  of  Sulowitz,  and  attack  the  enemy's 
right*  This  it  endeavoured  to  execute,  but  in  vain. 
A  finall  number  only  of  the  infantry  could  pafs  die 
village ;  and  thefe,  galled  by  the  heavy  fire  of  a  power* 
ful  artillery,  being  unable  to  fbrin  on  the  other  fide,  fell 
back  in  confufion.  Brown  was  now  under  the  necef*  t 
fity  of  attempting  a  retreat ;  which  he  conduced  in  a 
manner  fb  mailerly,  that  no  effort  was  made  to  annoy 
him. 

The  Auflrians,  however,  though  thus  compeDed  to 
quit  the  field,  were  not  totally  defeated.  Marefchal 
Brown  took  a  new  pofition,  a  little  farther  back  ;  the 
ftrength  pf  which  obliged  the  victorious  Frederick  to 
remain  (adsficd  with  die  advantage  he  had  gained,  and 
to  keep  his  line  behind  Lowofitz.  But  while  the  ene» 
my  continued  in  that  pofition  his  Pruffian  majeflj 
had  by  no  means  effected  his  defign.  As  the  viSory 
was  incomplete,  it  was  ftill  poflible  for  the  Auflrian 
general  to  attempt  the  relief  of  the  Saxons.  He  was 
now,  indeed,  as  much  in  a  condition  to  undertake  it  as 
before  the  aftion,  his  lofs  being  incomparably  inferior 
to  that  of  the  Pruflians. 


From 
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From  this  very  embaraffing  fituation  the  fuperior   I-ETTBR 
talents  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  happily  extricated  |um.     C-,,^/^0 
He  fcnt  the  prince  of  Bevem  with  $i  large  body  of  horfe   ^.l>.  '75^ 
^d  foot  to  Tifchifkovitz,  as  if  he  had  propofed  to  turi^ 
die  enemy's  left  flank,  and  to  hem  them  in  between  the 
Elbe  and  the  Egra^     That  manoeuvre  had  the  defired 
tSeSL     Afraid  of  the  confequence  naturally  to  be  cx-r 
pedied  from  fuch  a  motion,  marefcha}  Brown  haftened 
^o  repafs  the  Egr^   ^d  occupied  bis  old  camp  at 
Pudyn  ■♦, 

Thus  ended  the  battle  of  Lowofitz,  v^ich  began,  as 
^already  pbfervcd,  at  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
ended  at  three  in  the  afternoon.  The  lofe  on  each 
iide  was  nearly  equal,  amounting  in  all  to  about  fix 
ihouiand  killed  and  wounded.  Both  parties  claimed 
fhe  vifiory ;  but  if  we  judge  by  effeiSfe,  the  only  means 
pf  fettling  fuch  doubtful  queftions,  the  Pruifians  have 
^  undoubted  right  to  the  honour  of  die  day.  The 
Auftrians  certainly  intended  to  difengage  die  Saxons, 
and  with  that  view  advanced  to  Lowofitz.  The  king 
pf  Fmffia  could  have  no  other  objeft  immediately  in 
view,  but  to  prevent  their  executing  this  defign.  He 
accomplifhed  his  aim  by  the  batde-  of  Lowofitz,  and 
the  fubfequent  movement,  which  made  the  Auftrians  re- 
tire behind  the  Egra.  Had  the  Pruffians  gained  a  more 
fromplete  vi£lory,  or  the  king  purfued  a  bolder  line  of 
pondu^  they  would  have  been  enabled  to  take  up  their 
winter-quarters  in  Bohemia. 

Having  failed  in  this  attempt  to  relieve  the  Saxons  on 
the  left  of  the  Elbe,  marefchal  Brown  refolved  to  try  his 
fortune  on  the  right.  He  accordingly  pafled  that  river,  and 
advanced  to  Lichtenhayen.  The  Saxons  alfo  pafled  the 
Elbe,  near  the  village  of  Ebenhert,  at  the  fi>ot  of  the 
mountain  of  Lilienftein,  whef e  they  found  chemfelves 

f  4.  Uoydy  obi  fopra.  » 

CQcom- 
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encompailed  by  inextricable  difficulties.  The  Piuffians 
had  taken  poffeffion  of  all  the  defiles  before  them ;  the 
bridge  over  the  Elbe  was  broken  down  bdiind  them  j 
and  the  Auftrian  general  gave  them  notice  that  he  cotdd 
not  march  to  their  affiftance.  They  had  no  choice  left, 
but  to  perifh  or  furrender  prifoners  of  war.  They  cm- 
braced  the  latter  alternative ;  and  their  eledoral  prince, 
Auguftus  III.  king  of  Poland,  who  had  taken  TfQf^gp 
in  the  caflle  of  Konigftein,  was  forced  to  abandon  his 
hereditary  dominions^  and  retire  into  that  kingdom* 

The  king  of  Pruflia  having  thus  completed  one  part 
of  his  military  plan,  commanded  his  army  to  quit 
Bohemia,  and  took  up  his  winter-quarters  in  Saxony. 
Now  it  was  that  the  viflorious  monarch,  in  order  to 
juftify  his  rigour  toward  the  unhappy  Saxons,  on  'wbcm 
he  levied  heavy  contributions,  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
feized  the  public  revenues,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Ac 
archives  of  Drefden ;  and  even  ordered  die  fecret  ca- 
binet, in  which  the  papers  relative  to  foreign  tranf- 
adions  were  kept,  to  be  violently  broke  open,  al- 
though the  queen  of  Poland  placed  hcrfelf  againft  the 
door. 

This  violence  has  been  generally  reprobated,  but 
very  unjuftly.  Though  perfeftly  acquainted  with  the 
laws  of  politcncfs,  and  fufficiently  difpofed  to  ob- 
ferve  them,  his  Pruflian  majefty  did  not  allow  them 
to  interfere  with  the  rigid  maxims  and  more  import- 
ant laws  of  policy.  He  rightly  confidered,  that  the 
paflionate  obftinacy  of  the  queen  of  Poland,  in  pcrfon- 
ally  oppofing  the  command  of  the  conqueror,  deprived 
her  of  all  the  refpeft  that  was  due  to  her  (acred  pcr- 
fon ;  as  a  princefs  of  her  years  and  experience  couU 
not  fail  to  know,  that  his  defire  of  polTeffing  the  papers 
in  queftion  muft  increafe  in  proportion  to  her  zeal  to 

pro- 
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i>rote£t  them.     She  drew  the  infult  upon  herielf ;  and    letter 
admitdng  her  death,    which  happened  foon  after,  to    >    ^,-lf 
have  been  the  confequence  of  fuch  infult^  the  king  of  A.l>.i;57. 
Pniffia  was  not  chargeable  widi  it«     Her  part  was  fUb- 
taiffiom 

Ivi  the  papers  feized  the  learned  and  enlightened 
Frederick,  whofe  fenfibility  of  heart  perhaps  has  not 
always  equalled  his  liberality  of  mind,  found  abund- 
ant proofs  of  the  confpiracy  formed  againft  him  by 
the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Peterfburg,  and  of  die  fhare 
which  the  court  of  Drefden  had  taken  in  that  con^ 
ipiiacy.  From  thefe  papers  whidi  the  king  of  Pruffik 
publiflied  in  his  own  vindication,  it  appeared.  That 
although  the  king  of  Poland  did  not  chufe  to  infert^ 
/irfi  in  his  accefEon  to  the  confederacy,  the  words  recipro- 
cal engagement  of  aj/ifiing  one  another  with  all  their  forces^ 
that  he  was  willing^  nevertbelefs^  to  come  to  an  under'- 
Jlandingi  for  the  partition  of  the  dominions  of  the 
houfe  of  Brandenburg^  by  private  and  confidential  de-^ 
clardtionsj  Xid  juji  conditions  and  advdntages^^i  that  it 
was  refolved,  in  the  grand  council  of  Mofcow,  to  at^ 
tack  the  king  of  Pruffloy  without  any  ulterior  difcujfion-i 
not  only  in  cafe  of  his  attacking  any  of  the  allies  of  Rufjia^ 
*but  alfo  if  hcfhould  be  attacked  by  any  of  the  allies  of  the 
Czarina  ** ;  that  it  had  been  concerted  between  the 
two  imperial  courts  of  Peterfburg  and  Vienna/  that  the 
latter,  the  better  to  mafk  the  true  reafons  of  arming, 
fliouki  do  it  under  fhe  pretext  of  keeping  herfelf  in  a 
condition  to  fulfil  her  engagements  with  England^  in  cafe 

15.  LettiT  from  the  count  de  Bruhl,  the  Saxon  Minifter,  to  count 
Fleming,  the  imperial  minifter,  dated  Drefden,  March  8,  J753. 

16.  Z^f/^r  from  the  Si<:m- Funck,  the  Rullxan  minifter,  to  the 
count  de  Bnihl,  dated  Petersburg,  Od.AO,  175^. 
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FART  IT.     of  need,  suid  when  all  the  preparatims  were  fimjheii 
\^^Q^  \     then  to  fall  fuddenly  upon  the  king  of  Pruffia  '7. 

Though  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  not  fo  fucceisful 
as  might  have  been  expeded,  confidering  his  fuperioif 
military  talents,  the  number  and  difcipline  of  his 
troops,  and  the  unprepared  ftate  of  his  enemies^  who  did 
not  propofe  to  begin  their  operations  till  die  next  cam- 
paign'%  the  progrefs  of  his  arms  gave  great  joy  to  die 
Britifli  court,  while  it  filled  the  nation  with  jQuune  and 
confufion  by  turning  their  eyes  on  their  own  dilaftens 
on  the  fuppofed  mifcondudl  of  the  miniifary,  the  loAi 
in  America,  and  the  mifcarriage  of  the  unhappy  Byn^ 
whom  die  voice  of  die  people  had  already  devoted  to 
deflrudtion  for  his  pUfillanimity.  Willing  to  remove 
as  far  as  poffible,  all  grounds  of  diflki^iAioD)  his 
Britannic  majeily  changed  his  miniflers;  and,  in  a 
noble  fpeech  from  the  ahrone,  exprefledhis  confidcnrf. 
That,  under  die  guidance  of  divine  Providence  the 
union,  fortitude,  and  aiFe6tion  of  his  people  would 
enable  him  to  furmoimt  all  difficulties,  and  vindicate 
the  dignity  of  his  crown  againfl  the  ancient  enemy  of 
England. 

At  the  head  of  the  new  adminiftration  was  placed 
William  Pitt,  the  moil  popular  man  in  the  kingdomi 
who  accepted  the  office  of  fecretary  of  flate,  for  the 
ftnithern  department,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Fox.  Mr. 
Lcgge,  another  popular  commoner,  was  made  chain 
Cellor  of  ahe  exchequer  y  and  the  duke  of  Devooihift 

97.  Letter  from  count  Fleming  to  count  de  Bruhl,  dated  yieuMy 
JttDC  9,    1756. 

18.  Letter  from  count  Flcnang  to  count  de  firuhl,  dated  Vicaott 
July  2?,  1756. 
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fucceeded  the  duke  of  NewcafUe^  at  the  head  of  dM 
treafuiy. 

The  firft  mcafures  of  the  patriotic  miniftcr  do  equal 
honour  to  his  head  and  heart.  He  procured  an  order  for 
fending  home  the  foreign  troops :  he  encouraged  the 
framing  of  a  bill,  which  immediately  pafled  into  a  kWy 
for  eftaUifhing  a  national  militia,  upon  the  footing 
on  which  it  now  ftands,  as  our  only  conftitutionai  do- 
fence,  and  he  complied  with  the  wtfhes  of  the  pea* 
pl^  in  bringing  on  the  trial  of  admiral  Byng,  and  pro- 
moting an  enquiry  into  the  condu£t  of  the  former  mi* 


Byng  was  accordingly  tried,  by  a  court-martial,  on 
board  die  St.  George,  in  Portfmouth  harbour,  and  fen-  jtn.  z^ 
tenced  to  be  (hot ;  he  having,  in  the  qpinion  of  his 
judges,  &llen  under  that  part  of  the  twelfth  article  of 
war,  which  prefcribes  death  to  any  commander,  ^  who 
"  fhall  not,  during  the  time  of  adHon,  do  his  utmojl^ 
"  from  whatever  motive  or  caufe,  negligence,  cowar- 
•*  dice,  or  diflaffe<5tion,  to  d'ljlrefs  the  enemy.'*  And  they 
were  farther  unanimaufly  of  opinion.  That  befidc 
failing  in  his  duty,  by  keeping  back  during  the  en- 
gagement between  the  £ngli(h  and  French  fleets, 
and  confequently  not  ufing  his  utmoft  endeavour  "  to 
"  take,  feize,  and  deftroy  the  fhips  of  the  French  king, 
"  that  he  did  not  exert  his  utmojl  pozvcr  for  the  relief 
"  of  St.  Philip's  cojllc.'*  But  they  recommended  him  to 
mercy,  as  die  article  of  war  on  which  they  decided 
made  no  allowance  for  an  error  in  judgment.  His  ma- 
jcfty  laid  the  fentence  before  the  Twelve  Judges,  who 
Confirmed  it. 

Meanwhile   a  violent  clamour,    on  account  of 

tiiis  judgment^   was  laifed  by  admiral  Byng's  friend?, 

9  who 
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who  feverely  arraigned  the  procecdiags  agaiiift  him^ 
and  afcribed  his  mifcarriage  folely  to  the  ignorance  and 
improvidence  of  the  late  corrupt  adminiftratton.  The 
people,  though  enraged  at  Byng,  for  his  daftardly  be- 
haviour, joined  in  the  cry  againft  the  difcarded  minr- 
fters.  And  addrcffes  v»^ere  prefented  from  all  parts  of 
the  kingdbm,  requeuing  that  a  fkriSt  inquiry  might  be 
made  into  their  condu<Si^  from  the  time  they  received 
the  firft  intelligence  of  the  purpofe  of  the  French  to  in- 
.vade  Minorca,  to  that  of  the  adion  in  the  Mediter- 
^eb.  T7.  rancan,  between  the  admirals  Byng  and  Galiflbniere. 
Such  an  inquiry  was  accordingly  inftituted  in  the  houfe 
of  commons^  and  openly  conducted  by  a  committee  of 
the  whole  hbufc,  who  were  furni(hcd  from  the  public 
offices  with  ^11  the  papers  ths«  could  fhrdw  Ught  upon 
the  fubjeft ;  and,  after  the  clofeft  inveftigation,  they 
came  to  feveral  refolutions  highly  fevourable  to  the  ex- 
ecrated adminiftration,  ihftead  of  making  any  difcoveiy 
to  their  difadvantage. 

The  firft  and  laft  of  thefe  refolutions  defcrre  par- 
ticular notice.  By  the  former  the  committee  declared 
it  appeared  to  them,  "  That  his  majefty,  from  die 
"  27th  day  of  Auguft,  in  the  year  1755,  to  the  20th 
"  day  of  April,  in  the  following  year,  received  fuch 
*'  repeated  and  concurrent  intelligence,  as  ga\'e  juft 
"  reafon  to  belie%'e  that  the  French  king  intended  to 
*^  invade  Great  Britain  or  Ireland."  And  in  the 
latter  they  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  "  That  no 
*^  greater  number  of  fliips  of  war  could  be  feiit  into 
^*  the  Mediterranean  than  were  aftually  fent  thither 
^'  under  the  command  of  admiral  Byng  ;  nor  any 
*^  greater  reinforcement  than  the  regiment  which  yns 
^^  fent,  and  the  detachment,  equal  to  a  battalion, 
^  which  was  ordered,  from  Gibraltar,  to  the  reKef  of 

«Fort 
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«  Fort  St.  Philip ;  confxftently  with  the  ftate  of  the  ^^^^^^ 

"  navy,  and  the  various  fervices  eflential  to  the  (afe-  -^^-.^^^ 

**  ty  of  his  majefty*s  dominions,  and  the  interefts  of  A.  D.  1757. 
«  his  fubjeas." 

Though  thus  foiled  in  their  attempt  to  criminate 
the  miniftry,  the  friends  of  admiral  Byng  did  not  yet 
abandon  him  to  his  fate.  Another  effort  was  made  to 
lave  him.  A  member  of  the  court-martial  that  had 
condemned  him,  and  who  was  alfo  a  member  of  par- 
liament, made  ^application  to  the  houfe  of  commons  in 
behalf  of  himfcif  and  fevcral  other  members  of  that 
tribunal,  praying  the  aid  of  the  legiflature  to  be  releaf- 
ed  from  the  oath  of  fecrecy  impofed  upon  courts  martial, 
that  they  might  make  known  the  grounds  on  which 
fentencc  of  deatli  had  pafTed  upon  admiral  Byng,  and 
diiclofe  fuch  circumflances  as  might  perhaps  (hew  the 
fentcnce  to  be  improper. 

Little  attention  was  paid  by  the  commons  to  this 
application,  till  the  king  fent  a  mefl&ge  to  the  houfe,  Feb.  16. 
by  fcretary  Pitt,  informing  them.  That  although  he 
was  determined  to  let  the  law  take  its  courfe,  with  re- 
lation to  admiral  Byng,  unlcfs  it  fhould  appear,  from 
new  evidence,  that  he  had  beenunjuftly  condemned, 
his  majefty  had  thought  fit  to  refpite  the  execution  of 
the  fentence  of  the  court-martial,  that  the  fcruples 
of  fomc  members  might  be  fully  explained  and 
weighed.  In  confequence  of  this  mcflage,  a  bill  was 
immediately  brought  in,  and  paflfed  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, for  rcleafing  the  members  of  the  court-martial 
from  their  obligation  of  fecrecy.  But  it  was  rejected 
aimed  unanimojfly  by  the  lords,  after  they  had  ex- 
amined fuch  members  vf  that  court  as  were  members 
Vox..  V.  S  of 
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PART  II.  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  fufficient  reafon  not  appear- 
'jL^J^iTj.  ^^S  ^^  them  for  obftrufting  the  courfe  of  juftice,  by 
giving  way  to  fuch  unmeaning,  or  pretended  fcrupIeSi 
in  fupport  of  which  no  forcible  arguments  were'  pro- 
duced, nor  any  latent  circumftance,  in  favoui  of  the 
perfon  whom  they  regarded,  brought  to  light. 

Perceiving  that  all  hope  of  life  was  now  cut  off, 
admiral  Byng  coUedcd  a  degree  of  courage  that  would 
have  done  him  honour,  and  which  had  been  better  ex- 
March  14,  erted,  in  the  day  of  battle.  He  was  (hot,  according  to 
his  fentence,  on  board  of  (hip,  and  behaved  to  the  laft 
with  compofurc  and  dignity.     Immediately  before  his 

[  death,  he  delivered  a  paper  to  the  marefchal  of  dc 
admiralty,  in  which  he  lays  chim  to  a faithfuldifibargi 

.  ef  his  dutjy  according  to  thchcjl  oi  his  judgment.  And 
perhaps  he  was  fincere ;  but  men,  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  are  very  apt  to  be  partial  to  themfelves.  **Pcr- 
*'  fuaded  I  am,"  adds  he,  (after  congratulating  himielf 
that  a  few  moments  would  deliver  him  from  the  virulent 
perfecution  of  his  enemies)  "  that  juftice  will  be  done 
*'  to  my  reputation  hereafter.  The  manner,  and  caufe^ 
*'  of  raifiiig  and  keeping  up  the  popular  clamour  and 
*'  prejudice  againit  me  will  be  feen  through.  I  fliall 
**  be  confidcred  as  a  vidim  deftined  to  divert  the  in- 
"  dignation  and  rcTciitnient  of  an  injured  and  deluded 
•*  people  from  the  proper  objects." 

No !  my  dear  Philip :  let  us  rather  confider  I 
blood  as  a  libation  due  to  the  offended  Genius  < 
England,  and  indifpcnfably  neceflary  to  wafii  out  t 
ftain  which  had  been  thrown  upon  her  naval 
An  admiral  who  had  aded  as  Byng  did,  on  fuch  I 
occafion,  and  with  fuch  a  force,  fetting  afide  aD 
porary  circumftances,  could  only  atone  for  his  1 


MODERNEUROPE  ^59 

duft  v/ith  the  (acraHce  of  his  life,  as  an  awful  wanting    ^^IX^? 
to  future  commanders '^;  ^«.--v«-.«j 

A.D.  1757* 

While  the  Englifh  miniftry,  in  compliance  with 
the  wifli  of  the  people,  were  thus  bringing  to  punifh- 
ment  a  commander  in  chief,  whom  they  confidered  is 
the  caufe  of  their  greateft  difgracej  and  with  whom 
they  hoped  their  misfortunes  would  expire,  (for  which 
they  have  been  unjuftly  ridiculed,  and  reprefented  ad 
barbarians,  by  their  more  giddy  and  volatile  neighbours) 
the  French  were  enjoying  the  tortures  of  a  maniac, 
who  had  attempted  to  kill  their  king.  On  this  £mati- 
cal  wretch,  namqd  Francis  Damien,  whofe  gloomy 
mind  had  always  bordered  Upon  madnefs,  and  ^oTe 

19.  Etco  Dr.  SmoIIet,  his  warm  advocate,  after  faying,  '*  he  wa» 

*  nlhly  condemned,  meanly  given  np,  and  crnelly  facrificed  to  vile 
<*  confiderations/*  hat  the  candour  to  admit.  That  '*  the  chara^er 
^*  of  adniiral  Byng  in  point  of  perf^n^l  courage,  wiU  ivitb  tmany 
*/e^  remain  frManatUal:  they  will  dill  be  of  opinion,  that  if 
**  die  fpirit  of  a  Brttijb  admiral  had  been  properly  exerted^  the 
••  French  fleet  would  have  been  drftated,  and  Minorca  faved, 
«A  mah^s  opinion  of  danger,*'  continues  he,  varies  at  different 
*•  thnes,  iu  ^onfequencc  of  an  irregular  tide  of  animal  fpirits :  he 
**i«  often  oBaated  by  eovfuicrathns  which  he  dares  not  avow* 
"  And  after  am  »JJu:er^  thus  influenced^  has  bejtated  cr  kept  aUof 
*<  in   the    boar   of  trial,    the    miitd   eAger  for  its   own    JusTiritA- 

*  TioN,  aJemiUif  with  furpriiing  induftry,  every  /avouraUa 
^  (hcumJoHce  of  excufe,  and  broods  over  them  with  parental  par^^ 
'^tiilityi  until  it  becomes  not  only  fatisfieJ  but  enamoured  of 
"their  teauty  and  complexion^  like  a  doting  mother,  Hind  to  the 
^deformity     of     her     ovm     offtpriitg**     (Continuat.     Hif.     England^ 

^VoL  L)    Thefe   ingenious  rcfledlions,  and  others  of   a  like  kind, 

F»Uch  do  honour  to  the  difcemment  of  Smollett,  and  diflinguifll 

\:\ag  charader  %%  an  hiftorian,  will  long  be  remembered,  after  tht 

Qialtce  of  his  enemteisiy  and  his  own  political  prejudices,  his  generous 

-  W    felf-deluding  peribual  attachments,    and  his  violent  refent- 

I  are  forgot. 

S  z  under* 
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PART  II.    underftanding  was  now  cvldcndy  difordercd  by  the 
2fc.  D.  1757.  difputes  between  the  king  and  the  parliaments  relative  to 
religion  (which  I  (hall  afterward  have  occafion  to  ex- 
plain), was  practifed,  without  efFeft,  every  refinement 
in  cruelty  that  human  invention  could  fu.geft,  in  order 
to  extort  a  confeifion  of  the  reafons  that  induced  him 
to  make  an  attempt  on  the  life  of  his  foverdgn**. 
He  maintained  a  fuUcn  filence  in  the  midft  of  the  moft 
exquifite  torments,  or  exprefled  his  agony  only  in  fiiotic 
ravings.     And  his  judges,  tired  out  with  his  obftinacy, 
at  laft  thought  proper  to  terminate  his  fuflTcritigs  by 
a  death  (hocking  to  humanity ;   which,  although  the 
a£l  of  a  people  who  pride  themfelves  in  civifity  ani 
refinement,  might  fill  the  heart  of  favages  widi  hor- 
ror.    He  was  condu6ted  to  the  common  place  of 
execution,  amidft  a  vaft  concourfe  of  the  populace  ^ 
firipped  naked,   and   faftened  to  the  icafFold  by  iron 
gyves.     One  of  his  hands  was  then  burnt  in  liqakl 
flaming  fulphur.     His  thighs,  legs,  and  arms  weretom 
with  red-hot  pincers.     Boiling  oil,  melted  lead,  rofioi 
and  fulphur,   were  poured  into  the  wounds ;  and,  to 
complete  the  awful  cataftrophe,  tight  ligatures  being 
tied  round  his  limbs,  he  was  torn  to  pieces  by  young 
and  vigorous  horfes  *'• 

The   attempt  againft  the  king's  life,  had  no  iflu-  / 
ence  upon  the  French  councils,  as  it  was  foon  (fifcovcr-i 
cd   that  his  wound  was  not  mortal.     The  court  cffl 
Vcrfailles   therefore,  in  conformity  with  its  eng^l 
ments  and  its  views,  afTcrablcd  a  great  army ;  the  a 
body  of  which,  confifting  of  eighty  thou(and  men,  com- 

2  .  He  ftabbcd  the  king  with  a  penknife,  between  the  &•!■ 
and  fifth  nbs,  as  he  \va^  ftcppingf  into  hi>  coach. 

ai.  SnioIIctc.      Voltaire.     Triaiand  £xecuthm  of  JE.  /.  A 
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tnanded  by  marefchal  d'Etrees,  and  other  oiHccrs  of    LETTER 
high  reputation,  paffed  the  Rhine  early  Jn  the  fpring,    .       _  ^ 
and  inarched  by  the  way  of  Wpftphalia,  in  order  to    A.D.i;57. 
invade  the  territories  of  die  king  of  Pruffia,  as  was  pre- 
tended^ but  in  reality  to  reduce  the  ele£loratc  of  Han- 
over.    And  by  that  bold  meafure  to  oblige  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  to  fubmit  to  the  encroachments  of  the 
French  in  America,  or  to  the  lofs  of  what  he  valued 
as  the  apple  of  his  eye  or  the  cords  of  his  heart,  his 
German  dominions.     The  fmaller  divifion,  compofed 
of  twenty-five   thoufand   men,   unde^  the  prince  dc 
Soubiie,  was  deflined  to  march  toward  the  Maine,  to 
ftrei^then  the  Imperial  Army  of  Execution.— Some 
explication  will  here  be  neccflary,  in  order  to  make  the 
nature  of  this  army  pcvkOiy  underftood. 

Nq  foooer  did  the  king  of  Pruffia  enter  Saxony,  the 
pfeoeding  campaign,  than  a  procefs  was  conrmienced 
againft  him  in  the  Aulic  council,  and  alfo  before  the 
diet  of  the  empire.  By  the  influence  of  the  court  of 
Vienna,  and  the  terror  of  the  powerful  confederacy  it 
had  formed,  he  was  condemned  for  contumacy;  and 
the  fifcal  had  orders  to  notify  to  him,  That  he  was  put 
under  die  ban  of  the  empire,  and  adjudged  fallen  from 
all  die  dignities  and  pofleiEons  which  he  held  in  it. 
The  circles  of  the  empire  were  accordingly  command- 
ed to  fiimifh  their  contingents  of  men  and  money,  in 
order  to  put  this  (entence  in  execution.  But  the  con- 
tingents were  collevSled  flowly ;  the  troops  were  badly 
compofed ;  and  probably  the  Army  of  the  Empire  would 
never  have  been  able  to  act,  had  it  not  been  feconded 
by  the  French  forces  under  the  prince  de  Soubife. 
This  general,  before  he  paffed  the  Rhine,  made  him- 
fclf  mafter  of  Cleves,  Meurs,  Gueldres ;  whilft  a  de- 
tachment, from  the  army  of  marefchal  d'Etrees,  feized 
S  3  upon 
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Part  ii     upon  the  town  of  Embden,  and  whatever  elfe  beloiig- 

V^>~  ^    ed  to  his  PruiEan  majefty  in  Eaft  Friefland. 
A.p.  X757.         .  J     J 

Alarmed  at  the  danger  which  threatened  his  elec- 
toral dominions,  George  II.  feemed  difpofed  to  enter 
deeply  into  the  continental  quarrel,  and  even  to  fend 
over  a  body  of  Britifli  troops  for  the  protedHon  of 
Hanover.     In  thefe  views,  however,  he  was  thwarted 
by  Pitt  and  Legge,  his  new  minifters  ;  who,  adhering 
to  the  patriotic  principles  in  which  they  had  been  bred, 
and  in  the  difFufing  of  which  they  had  grown  up  to  po- 
pularity^ and  raifcd  themfelves  to  power,  confidered 
Hanover  as  a  ufelefs  and  expenfive  appendage  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  all  continental  connexions 
as  inconfiftent  with  our  infular  fituation, 

April  5.  The  popular  minifters  were  deprived  of  their  emploj- 

*  '  *  ments,  for  daring  to  oppofe  the  will  of  their  foverdgnin 

council.  And  although  it  was  too  late  to  adopt  newmea- 
fures  for  the  campaign,  with  any  probability  of  fiiccds, 
the  duke  of  Cumberland  was  fent  over  to  command  an 
army  of  objcrvatiofi^  as  it  was  called,  intended  for  the  de- 
fence of  Hanover.  This  army,  which  confifted  of  forty 
thoufend  Hefiians  and  Hanoverians,  including  a  few 
regiments  of  PruHians,  attempted  in  vain  to  obflruS 
the  progrcfs  of  marefchal  d'Etrees.  The  duke  of  Cum- 
berland, after  fomc  unfucccfsful  fkirmiflies,  was  oblig- 
ed to  retire  behind  the  Wcfer,  and  the  French  paffed 
that  river  without  oppofition. 

If  the  duke  of  Cumberland's  fituation  now  feemed 
defperate,  that  of  the  king  of  Pruflia,  after  making 
every  allowance  for  his  own  fuperior  talents,  and  the 
valour  and  difcipline  of  his  troops,  did  not  wear  a  more 
fa/ourablc  afpccl  at  the  opening  c^f  the  campaign.    An 

anny 
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army  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  Ruffians  was     i  etter 
on  the  borders  of  Lithuania,  and  in  full  march  to  in-      XXXli. 
vade  the  kingdom  of  Pruffia.     The  Swedes  were  ready    a*^^7*^ 
to  enter  Pomerania,  in  hopes  of  recovering  their  form«» 
cr  poiTeffions  in  that  country.     The  emprefs-^queen, 
having  made  vaft  preparations  during  the  winter,  had 
augmented  her  army  to  one  hundred  and  eighty-thou- 
land  men  ** ;  yet  did  fhe  refolve  to  ad  only  on  the  de-- 
fenfive,  until  her  allies  could  take  the  field.     Then  fhe 
flattered  herfclf  the  king  of  Pruffia  would  be  obliged  to 
divide  his  forces  into  fo  many  bodies,  that  he  would  b^ 
unable,  any  where,  to  make  a  vigorous  refiftance* 

Conformable  to  this  defenfive  fyftem,  the  Auft^ 
rian  army  was  broken  into  four  divifions  j  the  firft  of 
which,  commanded  by  the  duke  d*Aremberg,  was  poftr 
cd  at  Egra ;  the  fecond,  under  marefchal  Brown,  at 
Budyn  j  the  third,  under  count  Konigfcg,  at  Reichen- 
berg  ;  and  the  fourth,  under  marefchal  Daun,  in  Mo« 
ravia.  By  thefe  difpofitions  marefchal  Brown,  who 
commanded  in  chief,  thought  he  could  efFeftually 
cover  Bohemia,  which  was  underftood  to  be  the  firft 
objed  of  the  enemy,  and  flop  their  progrefs,  fhould 
they  attempt  to  advance, 

The  king  of  PrMffia  however,  having  refolved  to 
penetrate  into  that  kingdom,  v;ras  not  diverted  from  his 
purpofe  by  this  formidable  force,  or  the  ftrong  pofitions 
it  had  taken.  He  therefore  ordered  his  army,  in  like 
manner  with  the  Aultrians,  to  affemhle  in  four  divi- 
fions :  one  under  prince  Maurice  of  Anlialt  Deflau,  at 
Chemnitz ;  another,  under  himfelf  and  marefchal 
IJ^cith,  at  Lockwitz  j   the  third,  under  the  prince  of 

22.  Lloyd's  Ca»/d/j«/,  vol.  i. 

S  4  Bevcr% 
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PART  11.  Bevern,  at  Zittaw ;  and  the  fourth,  under  roareichal 
A.  D.  1757.  Schwerin,  in  Silefia.  As  each  of  thefe  divifions  was 
ftrong,  he  thought  he  might  lafely  order  theni  to  enter 
Bohemia  feparately;  but  with  inftru£Uons  to  unite 
a$  foon  after  as  poiTible,  for  mutual  fupport,  and 
to  form  an  entire  jun£^ion  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Prague. 

The  Pruffian  plan  of  operations  being  thus  concert- 
ed, prince  Maurice  quitted  his  ftation  at  Chemnitz  in 
the  beginning  of  April,  and  marched  by  Zwickaw  and 
Plawen,  toward  Egra ;  as  if  he  intended  to  attack 
the  place,  or  at  leaft  to  penetrate  that  way  into  Bohe- 
mia. And  in  order  to  confirm  d'Arcmberg  in  this 
opinion,  he  commanded  his  light  troops  to  make  a  font 
upon  the  duke's  quarters  at  Wildftein.  The  Auftrian 
general,  taking  the  alarm,  threw  himfelf  into  Egra; 
while  prince  Maurice  returned  to  Averback,  andmardi- 
ed  with  great  celerity,  by  Brix  and  Billin,  to  Linay, 
where  he  joined  the  king  of  Pruflia, 

Not  thinking  it  prafticable  to  force  the  camp  at 
Buclyn,  which  is  very  ftrong,  his  Pruffian  majefty  paff- 
ed  the  river  Egra  higher  up,  near  Kofchtitz,  Here  his 
lijjht  troops  and  van-guard  met  thofe  of  the  duke 
d'Arcrnbcrg,  who  was  on  his  march  to  join  marcfchal 
Brown.  On  feeing  the  Pruffians,  however,  they  fcD 
back  upon  Wclwarn  ;  and  marefchal  Brown  finding 
the  enemy  haJ  palled  the  Egra,  and  were  encamped 
on  his  left  flank,  judged  it  ncceffary  to  quit  his  pofition 
at  Budyn,  and  retire  t(^  Prague  ".  Thither  he  wa$ 
followed  by  tlie  king  of  Pruflia  j  who  encamped  on  the 
Wcillcnbcrg,  to  the  left  of  the  Moldaw,   which  tiic 

t3«  Id  ibid, 

fliaia 
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main  body  of  the  Auftrians,  now  commanded  by  prince  MTTER 
Charles  of  Lorrain,  had  quitted,  and  removed  to  the  '[_  ^  ^ 
other  fide  of  that  river.  A.  D.  1757. 

While  thefe  things  were  paffing  on  the  fide  of 
Saxony,  where  his  Pruffian  majefty  had  fpent  the  win- 
ter, and  whence  he  ftill  drew  fupplies,  the  prince  of 
Severn  having  put  his  divifion  in  motion,  marched 
from  Zittaw  to  Reichenberg.     He  there  found  count     April  21. 
Konigfeg,  with  a  body  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  en- ' 
camped  in  a  valley  formed  by  two  very  high  mountains. 
Through  the  middle  of  that  valley  runs  the  river  Neifs, 
into  which  fell  many  torrents  from  the  neighbouring 
mountains.     The  fides  of  thofe  mountains  are  covered, 
with  thick  woods,  which  are  almoft  impaifible.     The 
Auftrian  general,  therefore,  occupied  only  the  valley 
between,  extending  his  wings  no  ferther  than  die  foot 
of  the  mountains. 

The  prmce  of  Severn,  who,  by  purfuing  this  route, 
had  put  himfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  fighting,  in  order 
to  join  marefchal  Schwerin,  had  now  no  choice  left 
but  the  mode  of  giving  battle.  Taking  advantage 
of  the  difpofition  of  the  enemy,  (after  an  unfuccefsful 
attack  upon  their  cavalry  ifi  the  centre,  which  were 
ftrongly  fupported  by  their  infantry  and  artillery  on  the 
two  wings)  he  fent  feveral  oattalions  as  high  as  pofEble 
into  the  mountain  on  his  right,  in  order  to  come  on  the 
flank  and  rear  of  the  Auftrians  poftcd  in  the  wood  at 
the  foot  of  that  mountain.  His  commands  were  piuic- 
tually  executed,  and  attended  with  full  efFeft.  The 
Auftrians  abandoned  the  wood :  the  prince  renewed 
his  attack  upon  their  cavalry  j  ^ich,  unable  to  fuftain 
the  fire  of  the  Pruffian  infantry,  were  forced  to  give 
way.  On  this  advantage,  he  ordered  his  whole  right 
wing  to  occupy  the  ground  the  Auftrian  cavelry  had 

quitteSy 
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^A  AT.  U.    quitted,  and  obliged  count  Konigfeg  to  retire  tovi'ard 
A-'DTiTiJ*    L'^^^*'^'*^'^  wi^  ^^  '^f^  of  *^  thoufand  men. 

The  prince  of  Bevern  marched  to  that  place,  but 
Afril  2 j,  found  the  Auftrians  fo  advantagcoufly  polted,  that  he 
did  not  think  it  prudent  to  attack  them  3  more  eipeci- 
plly  jis  he  knew  the  advance  of  the  an.- y  under  marc- 
fchal  Schwcrin  would  fuddcnly  force  them  to  retire. 
It  fo  happened.  Having  received  intelligence  of  Schwe- 
rin's  approach,  Konigfeg  quitted  his  camp  next  day, 
and  marched  with  precipitation  to  Prague. 

Meanwhii-e  Schwcrin,  informed  of  the  a£Hon  at 
Reichenbcrg,  and  the  retreat  of  the  Auftrians,  wifely 
changed  his  route.  He  marched  on  the  Ifer,  hoping  ftill 
to  be  able  to  cut  off  Konigfeg,  before  he  could  reach 
Prague.  And  although  he  failed  in  that  attempt, 
he  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  fcize  an  immenfe  maga- 
zine, which  the  enemy  had  formed  at  Jungbuntz- 
law**.  Being  afterward  joined  by  the  prince  of  Be- 
vern's  divifion,  he  proceeded  to  Brandeifs,  wh^re  be 
continued  till  the  fourth  of  May,  He  th?n  pjjfTed  the 
Elbe,  and  encamped  on  the  other  fide ;  in  order  to 
concert  meafures  with  the  kin^^,  before  he  advanced 
further. 

riis  Prufnan  majcfty,  who  had  thrown  a  bridge  over 
the  Moldaw,  near  Podbaba^  paffcd  that  river  with  part 
of  his  army  in  the  night,  leavin;^  the  remainder  under 
ir.rircfchal  Keith,  on  the  WcilTenberg.  Next  morning, 
^U•J  6.  at  }  -ak  of  di^y,  he  formed  a  jun.!:i-ion  with  Schwerin; 
and  hsvir.^  :cco::noitr.*d  the  Ln«:my,  from  one  of  the 
higiiCil  hills  en  the  other  fide  of  Brofiz,  he  refolved  to 
;j;ive  thcni  biiltlc. 

24.  Llcvf],  ubi  flip. 
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The  Auftrians,  amounting  to  about  eighty  tfaou-r  LETTER 
fand  men,  were  encamped  with  their  left  wing  toward  ^_JL^ 
Prague,  on  the  Zificabcrg,  and  their  right  extending  ber  ^  ^'  ^757- 
yond  the  village  of  Conraditz,  on  a  hill  near  Sterbohli. 
The  mountains  before  the  Auftrian  camp  were  fo  ftecp 
and  craggy,  that  no  cavalry  or  artillery  could  poffibly 
afcend  them,  and  the  deep  valley  at  their  foot  was 
wholly  occupied  by  huffars  and  Hungarian  infantry. 
Yet  was  the  king  of  PrUiTia,  rcgardlefs  of  thefe  diffi- 
culties, inclined  to  attack  the  enemy  in  front.  But 
through  the  perfuafion  of  marefchal  Schwerin,  he 
changed  his  opinion,  and  permitted  that  able  general 
to  make  the  attack  on  thejr  right ;  where  the  ground 
611s  gradually,  and  where  the  infantry  could  pafs  over 
certain  meadows,  and  the  cavalry  and  heavy  artillery 
over  dams  ** 

The  aAion  began  about  eleven  o'clock ;  when  the 
Pnif&an  cavalry  having  paflcd  the  dams,  the  Auftrian 
generals  perceived  that  the  king's  intention  was  to  attack 
their  right  flank,  and  ordered  all  their  cavalry  thither 
from  the  left.  It  came  with  great  celerity,  and  formed 
itfelf  with  that  on  the  right  in  one  hundred  and  four 
fquadrons,  in  three  lines,  with  intervals  equal  to  the 
front  of  a  fquadron.  This  movement  was  made  with 
fo  much  promptitude,  tliat  the  prince  of  Schonaich, 
the  J^ruflian  lieutenant-general  of  horfe,  who  had  only 
fixty-five  fquadrons,  afraid  of  being  outflanked,  judged 
it  neceflary  to  attack  the  enemy  inftantly,  without 
waiting  for  the  cavalry  of  the  right  wing,  which  the 
king  had  ordered  to  reinforce  him.  The  attack  was 
accordingly  made  with  vigour  ;  but  the  Pruffian  cavalry 
being   outflanked  by  eight  fquadrons,  was  twice  re- 

t$,  Letier  from  count  Schwerin,  general-adjutant  to  the  marefchal 
of  th»t  name,  who  was  prefcuc  at  the  confultatiuns. 

pulfcd. 
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PART  II.  pulfed,  infpiteof  Its  moft  ftrenuous  efforts*  In  the 
A.D.-f7c7.  ^^'^^  attack,  however,  the  Auftrian  cavalry  was  en- 
tirely broken,  by  the  bravery  of  twenty  fquadrons  of 
huffars,  led  by  general  Ziethen,  and  pufhed  with  fuch 
violence  upon  the  grenadiers,  as  to  throw  them  into 
confufion. 

During  this  flioek  of  the  cavalry,  the  Pruffian  gre- 
nadiers of  the  left  wing  having  paffcd  the  meadows, 
were  obliged  to  advance  through  a  very  narrow  road,  in 
order  to  join  the  reft  of  the  line,  which  was  akeady 
formed.  As  foon  as  the  grenadiers  appeared  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  defile,  they  were  faluted  by  a  battery 
of  twelve  pounders,  charged  with  cartridges,  and  forced 
to  retire  in  the  greateft  diforder.  They  were  fbUow- 
cd  by  two  whole  regiments  5  and  the  fecond  batta- 
lion of  Schwerin's  began  to  give  way,  when  the  mare- 
fchal  himfelf,  who  had  been  continually  on  die  other 
fide  of  the  defile,  took  the  colours  of  his  regiment  in  hi? 
own  hand ;  and  having  collected  the  broken  troops, 
advanced  with  a  ftrong  pace  toward  the  enemy,  exhort- 
ing the  foldiers  to  follow  him.  He  received  a  bullet  in 
his  breaft,  and  indantly  fell  from  his  horfe,  widuMit 
the  Icaft  ligns  of  life  *  .  But  his  death  did  not  pafs 
unrevenged. 

The  king  of  PrufTia  obferving  that  the'  Auftrian 
right  wing,  in  the  ardour  of  purfuit,  had  advanced  (o 
far  as  to  leave  an  opening  between  it  and  the  left,"  kid 
hold  of  this  favourable  opportunity  to  occupy  that  va» 
cant  fpacc.  And  while  he  thus  feparated  the  enemy's 
two  wings  from  crxh  other,  he  at  the  fame  time,  by  an 
addicional  ftroke  of  generalihip,  ordered  a  body  of 
troops  to  policfs  the  ground  where  his  own  left  had 

z6.  Ibid. 
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\ood:  fo  that  when  the  Auftrian  right  wins:  was  forced    LETTER 

XXX II* 
>ack  by  the  bravery  of  marefchal  Schwerin,  and  the     ^^    ,^^ 

^ant  ofEcers  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  command,    A.  D.  i757« 

•hat   viftorious   body    found ,  itfelf    furrounded,    and 

led  in  confufion  toward  Malefchitz ;    while  the  left 

wring  furioufly  attacked  by  the  PrufEan  infantry,  under 

prince  Henry,  with  fixed  bayonets,  was   obliged   to 

take  refuge  in  Prague.     The  centre  ahb  was  broken, 

after  an  obftinate  difputc,  and  chafed  into  the  feme 

city  ».\ 

Such  was  the  famous  battle  of  Prague^  in  which  the 
valour  and  military  fkill  of  the  Auftrians  and  PrufHans 
were  fully  tried,  and  which  proved  fatal  to  two  of  Ac  • 
greateft  generals  in  Europe.  For  marefchal  Brown  re- 
ceived a  wound,  which  his  chagrin  rendered  iriortal  ^ 
though  his  pride  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  more  hurt 
by  being  obliged  to  command  under  the  prince  of 
Lorrain,  than  from  the  event  of  the  day.  The  lofs  on 
both  fides  was  very  confiderable.  The  PniiEans,  by 
their  own  account,  had  three  thoufand  men  killed,,  and 
more  than  double  that  number  wounded,  befiJe  three 
hundred  and  ninety-fcven  oJicers,  manyof  whom  were 
of  high  rank.  The  lofs  of  the  Auftrains  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  taken,  cannot  be  computed  at  lefs  than  % 
twelve    thoufand,    although  they  acknowledge  little 

snore  dian  half  that  number^ 

• 

But  thcfe  were  all  the  inundate  confequences.  of 
the  king  of  Pruflia's  victory.  The.  main  body  of  the 
Auftrian  army,  to  the  number  of  fifty  thoufand  men, 
found  ftxelter  in  Prague,  under  price  Charles  of  Lar- 
raixi  9  and  about  fixteen  thoufand^  chiefly  cavalry,  af« 

<17.  hlojd,  vol.  i^ 
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PART  II.  fembled  at  Benefchau  the  day  after  the  battle,  and  im- 
A.D.  1757.  'Mediately  joined  marcfchal  Daun,  who  Had  arrived  the 
evening  before,  from  Moravia,  and  encamped  at  Boh- 
mifch  Brodt,  on  hearing  of  the  difafter  of  the  Auftrains. 
The  intrepid  Frederick,  however,  elated  with  his  good 
fortune,  and  thinking  that  every  thing  muft  fubmit  to 
his  viftorious  arms,  inverted  Prague,  with  an  army  lit- 
tle fuperior  to  that  confined  within  the  walls  ! 

It  was  certainly  very  extraordinary,  that  fo  great  a 
general  as  the  king  of  PrufHa  fhould  think  it  poffible  to 
reduce  an  army  of  fifty  thoufand  men,  in  fo  extenfive  a 
town  as  Prague,  with  one  of  equal  force.     Hence  the 
memorable  laying  of  the  celebrated  marefchal  de  Bd- 
lifle,  who  had  defended  the  fame  place,  as  we  have  feen, 
in  1742,  with  fifteen  thoufand  men  againft  the  whole 
power  of  the  houfe  of  Auflria,  and  retired  with  honour 
and  glory,  when  he  found  his  provifions  fail.     **  I  know 
"  Prague ;  and  if  I  were  there  with  one  half  of  the  troops 
*^  under  the  Prince  of  Lorrain,  I  would  deftroy  tfaePrnf- 
^fianarmy^'^- 
BuT  the  fupinenefs  of  the  Auftrians  in  fomc  mea- 
fure  juftified  the  king  of  Pruflia's  temerity.     They 
fufFered  themfelves  to  be  fhut  up  in  Prague  for  fix 
weeks,  without  making  one  vigorous  effort  for  their 
enlargement  -,  although  the  Pruflian  army,  befide  form- 
ing a  chain  of  pofts  extending  many  miles,  was  feparat- 
cd  by  the  river  Moldaw  into  two  parts,  any  one  of  which 
might  have  been  cut  off.     Fifty  thoufand  men,  provid- 
ed with  arms  and  artillery,  fubmit  ted  to  this  inglorious 
reftraint,  and  continued  inactive  till  they  began  to  fed 
the  preffure  of  famine  j  and  the  prince  of  Lorrain  fee©* 

t8.     Id.  ibid. 
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C(l,  at  one  time,  difpofed  to  capitulate.     When  mare-  Letter 

fchal  Brown,  then  fick  in  bed,  was  confultcd  on  that  ^  — ,  ^j^ 

fubje&,  he  made  the  following  fpirited  reply :  "  Tell  A,  D.  1757, 
"  prince  Charles  my  advice  is,  That  he  inftantly  march 
«  out,  and  attack  marefchal  Keith  *> !" 

The  prince  of  Lorrain,  however,  did  not  chufe  to 
carry  matters  to  that  extremity,  fo  long  as  any  hope  of 
relief  remained  ;  and  the  king  of  Pruffia  by  a  new5  and 
more  extraordinary  inftance  of  felf-confidence,  than  any 
he  had  yet  exhibited,  favcd  the  Auftrian  army  from  the 
neceflity  of  fuch  a  defperate  effort,  or  the  indelible  dif- 
grace  of  a  furrender.  While  occupied  in  the  fiege  of 
Prague,  contemning  the  ftrcngth  of  the  garrifon,  he  had 
fent  out  feveral  detachments,  in  order  to  raife  ccntribu- 
tions,  and  to  feize  or  deft  roy  the  magazines  which  the  Au- 
ftrians  had  formed  in  different  parts  of  Bohemia.  Elated 
with  the  fuccefs  of  thcfe  detachments,  and  fearing 
that  marefchal  Daim,  whofc  army  now  amounted  to 
forty  thoufand  men,  might  not  only  difturb  his  ope- 
rations, but  give  prince  Charles,  by  fome  manoeuvre,  an 
opportunity  to  get  out  of  the  place,  he  difpatchcd  the 
prince  of  Bevern,  v/ith  twenty-five  thoufand  men,  in 
order  to  drive  him  farther  back. 

As  the  PrufTians  aJ\'anccd,  marefchal  Daun,  pru- 
dently retired,  fucccflivcly  to  Kolin,  Kuttenberg,  and 
Haber.  But  no  fooncT  had  he  received  all  the  rein- 
forcements he  expccled,  than  he  attempted  to  bring  the  ' 
prince  of  Bevern  to  action;' and  even,  by  rapid 
marches,  to  cut  oft'  his  communication  with  the  army 
before  Prague.  Informed  of  the  enemy's  motions,  the 
king  of  Pruflia  quitted  his  camp,  with  ten  battalions  and  junc  zv 
twenty  fquadron?,  and  marched  toward  Kolin.     There 

29.  Lloyd,  ubi  fup. 
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Part  II.  having  formed  a  jun&ion  with  the  army  under  the 
A.D.^17'57.  prince  of  Bevern,  he  refolved  to  attack  marefchal  Daun, 
without  farther  delay. 

« 
Ok  his  approach,  with  this  intention,  the  Pruffian 
monarch  found  the  Auftrain  army,  confining  of  fix^ 
thoufand  men,  drawn  up  In  two  lines ;  the  in£mtry, 
contrary  to  the  common  difpofidon,  on  the  wings,  and 
the  cavaliy  in  the  centre.  The  right  wing  was  pofted 
on  a  hill,  extending  toward  Kuttenberg  and  Kolin ;  the 
left  on  another  and  higher  hill,  lying  toward  Zafmuck. 
At  the  bottom  of  diefe  two  hills,  and  in  the  fpoce  be- 
twcen>  which  was  covered  by  a  chain  of  fifli-ponds 
and  morafles,  marefchal  Daun  had  extended  two  lines 
of  horfe,  and  kept  a  third  in  referve ;  for  as  he  knew 
that  the  Pruffians  were  ftronger  in  cavalry  than  infimtiy, 
the  king  having  with  him  ninety  fquadrons,  and  only 
twenty-eight  battalions,  he  fuppofed  they  would  make 
their  greateft  effort  againft  the  centre  of  the  Auftrian 
army,  in  order  to  cut  it  in  two.  But  no  fooner  did  he 
perceive  the  king's  intention  of  attacking  him  on  die 
right  flank,  than  he  ordered  his  body  of  referve  to 
march  to  the  right  wing,  in  order  to  cover  the  flank. 
And  he  afterward  dire6led  his  fecond  line  to  march 
alfo  thither,  clofc  up  to  the  referve. 


; 


His  Pruffian  majefty  ordered  his  army  to  halt^  be- 
tween nine  and  ten  in  the  morning,  in  a  plain  near 
June  18.  Slatiilunz  and  Novimiefto,  while  he  reconnoitred  die 
enemy's  pofition ;  and  having  refolved  to  attack  theOi 
notwithftanding  the  ftrength  of  that  pofition,  and  thoT 
fuperiority  in  numbers,  his  army  was  again  put  in  wo* 
tion,  and  the  battle  foon  after  began  '^.     At  half* 

hotf 

30.  For  the  particulars  of  the   battle  of  Kolin,  and  moft  tf  Al: 
other  great  adious  between    the   Aufbriansi   and   Pruffiaa^  ^'^  ^ 

aatkiC  ' 
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ptft  one,  the  head  of  the  Pruffian  columns,  both    tEmut 

XXXIL 

intry  and  cavalry,  appeared  oppofite  the  Auftrian 


which  was  prepared  to  receive  them.  And  about  A*  ^«  '/it 
'dock  the  grand  attack,  conducted  by  prince  Fer- 
d  of  Brunfwick,  and  fupported  by  a  powerful  ar-^ 
\  was  pufhed  with  refiftlefs  fury  upon  the  Auf- 
right  wing ;  which  was  at  firft  thrown  into  dif- 
f  but  inftantly  recovered  itfelf,  and  afterward  be- 
with  equal  firmnefs  and  gallantry.  This  conflift 
about  an  hour  an  a  half.  Then  the  fire  of  the 
an  infantry  began  to  flacken,  and  they  weresob- 
to  retire,  in  order  to  draw  breath*  They  foon^ 
vcr,  renewed  the  combat ;  but  were  again  com- 
l  to  yield  to  fupcrior  ftrcngth.  Seven  times  did 
return  to  the  charge,  from  two  till  half  paft  fix 
rk.  About  that  time  the  laft,  and  moft  violent  ef- 
ms  made,  by  the  king  in  pcrfon,  at  the  head  of 
ivalry.  It  was  continued  till  after  feven ;  whea 
ruffianSj  finking  under  numbers  and  the  difadvan-* 
>f  ground,  in  which  their  cavalry  could  not  pro- 
a£l,  were  forced  finally  to  relinquifh  the  contcft. 
hey  remained  on  the  field  till  nine,  and  retired 
ut  being  purfued.  The  flaughter  on  both  fides 
rcat,  and  nearly  equal.  About  twenty  thoufand 
were  left  dead  on  tlie  fpot,  or  dying  of  mortal 
ds. 

confequence  of  the  lofs  of  this  memorable  battle, 
Fthe  mod  obftinate  and  bloOdy  of  which  there  is 

is  indebted  to  the  lat.-  major-general  L!o)M,  whofe  excellent. 
finiihed  Campjifnst  n.i'fl  makcKIs  death  (ir.cercly  Isunentcd 
lilitnry  moo.  Where  thU  rrlme  authority  fails,  recoorfe  bat 
ad  to  the  accounts  of  the  d.fTcrent  cdions  publKhcd  by  tbs 
of  Berlin  *od  Vienna,  as  Wwll  as  to  thofe  tranfmitted  to  tic 
f  Ver^les  bjr  French  oflicvrs  in  the  Auftrian  fenrjcc,  which 
1  geuenl  more  accurutrr  :nd  imparlia),  and  fifrxn  a  kiikd  *ii 
d  for  judging  of  the  two  forn-.cr. 

►L.  V.  T  any 
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PART  IL    any  example  in  modern  times,  the  king  of  Pruffia  wa 
aTd/i    7*.    oWiged  immediately  to  raifc  the  fiege  of  Prague,  aad 
afterward  to  evacuate  Bohemia. 

General  Lloyd's  reflexions  on  the  fiege  of  Prague, 
and  the  battle  of  Kolin,  are  too  interefting  to  be  here 
omitted.  The  fiege  of  Prague,  with  about  fifty  thou- 
fandmen  in  it,  he  obfervci?,  was  an  imprudent  and  dan- 
gerous mcafure,  more  efpccially  as  the  king  of  Pruffia 
was  then  in  circumftances  that  required  fome  deciiire 
ftroke,  and  that  as  (oon  as  poflible  ;  that  Prague  covcis 
no  cffcntial  pafs  into  the  country,  and  contained  no  con- 
fiderable  magazine,  neither  was  it  neceilkry  for  the  king 
to  form  one  there,  bccaufe  thecountry  itfelf  fumifhed 
abundantly  all  kind  of  fubfifience^  that  if,  inftead  of 
belieging  this  town,  his  PrufEan  majefty  had  (ent  twentj 
thouiand  men,  the  morning  after  his  vi£lory,  in  purfuit 
of  th-j  Auftrian  right  wing,  which  had  fled  to  BenefchaM, 
and  marched  with  the  main  body  of  his  army  to  Bob^ ' 
mifch  Brodt,  againft  marefchal  Daun,  it  is  more  than 
probable  iie  might  have  deftroyed  both  ;  that  diey  cer- 
tainly could  not  have  retired  without  lofing  their  ar- 
tillery and  baggage,  and  muft  have  fallen  back  with  the 
utmolt  expedition  on  the  Danube  j  that  prince  Charles 
of  Lorrain  muft  likcwife  have  marched  to  the  Danube, 
in  order  to  join  the  remainder  of  the  Auftrian  army,  as 
he  could  not,  in  his  tlicn  fituation,  have  undertaken  any 
thing  of  himfelf ;  that  this  would  have  given  the  king 
of  Pruffia  all  the  time  necefTary  to  reduce  Olmutz,  and 
even  Prague  itfelf,  which  muft  have  been  left  to  a  com- 
mon garrifon  j  but  that,  allured  by  the  uncertain  and 
vain,  though  flattering  hope  of  making  fifty  thou&nd 
men  prifoners,  he  loft  fight  of  Daun  and  the  Auftrun 
right  wing,  and  with  it  an  opportunity  of  giving  fone 
decifive  blow ;  that  when  informed  of  the  enemy's  ap- 
proach, he  had  Aill  time  to  repair  the  feulthchadcom-. 
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mitted  :*^"  he  might,  antf  ought  to  have  raifed  the     l^tteh 
**  fiegc  of  Prague,  and  have  marched  Urith  his  whole     |_  ^  Jj 
"  forces  againft  marcfchal  Daun ;"  and  if  he  had  fuc-    ^•^'  *757* 
ceeded,  it  is  highly  probable  that  he  might  alfo  have 
routed  prince  Charles^  before  he  could  have  reached  the 
Danube'*. 

In  regard  to  the  battle  of  Kolin  itfelf,  this  ingenious 
author  very  judicioufly  remarks.  That  as  his  Pruffian 
majefty  was  in  proportion  much  ftronger  in  cavalry  than 
infantry^  he  ought  to  have  chofen  the  moft  convenicrtt 
ground  on  the  enemy's  front  for  that  fpccies  of  troops ; 
and  that  as  he  had  given  them  an  opportunity,  by  mak- 
ing his  difpofitions  in  open  day,  to  reinforce  their  right 
md  its  flank,  whither  they  had  brought  two  thirds  of 
their  army,  he  ought  to  have  refufed  both  his  wings, 
apd  have  made  an  effort  with  his  cavalry,  fuftained  by 
his  infantry  and  artillery,  on  the  enemy's  centre,  where 
they  had  only  cavaliy,  artd  therefore  mofl  probably 
would  have  been  forced  to  give  way :  whereas  by  per- 
fifting  to  attack  their  right,  he  could  bring  only  his  in-  ' 
fantry  into  adHon,  the  ground  being  very  improper  for 
cavalry,  as  well  on  accourtt  of  the  ravins  and  woods,  as 
of  the  villages  before  the  enemy's  front ;  that  having 
rcfolved  to  attack  the  Auftrian  right  wing,  the  king  of 
Pruflia  (houlJ  have  brought  thither  all  his  infantry, 
leaving  only  a  line  of  horfe  on  his  right,  which  would 
have  been  fufEcient,  as  the  encmy^s  left  could  never  quit 
its  advantageous  pofition,  and  defcend  into  the  plain  ; 
that  this  would  have  enabled  him  to  fuftain  properly 
his  van-guard,  which  was  left  expofed ;  to  have  taken 
the  enemy  in  flank,  and  to  have  gained  the  battle  3«.  In 
a  word,  it  appears  from  thefe  reflexions.  That  the  king 
1^  Pruifia  erred,  in  forming  an  attack  where  he  could 

3t.  Lloyd,  vol.  i.  32.  Id  ibid. 
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net  conveniently  combine  the  different  fpecies  of  annsy 
whereas  the  enemy  had  both  infantry  and  cavalry,  wiA 
a  great  artillery,  to  fuftain  the  points  attacked  ;  in  let- 
ting his  van-guard  advance  fo  far,  that  it  could  not  be 
fupported  by  the  line  ;  and  in  attacking  with  too  litdc 
infantry,  confidering  the  nature  of  the  ground.  Hence 
the  Icfs  of  the  battle. 

Nor  were  the  arms  of  his  Praffian  majcfty,  or  thoii, 
of  his  allies,  more  fortunate  in  other  quarters.  No 
fooner  did  the  RufSans,  who  had  hovered  long  on  the 
frontiers,  enter  the  kingdom  of  Pruilia,  than  general 
Lcwhald  was  ordered  to  oppofe  their  progrefs.  He  ac- 
cordingly affembled  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  in 
the  month  of  June,  and  took  poft  at  Infterburgh,  in  or- 
der to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  enemy.  Meanwhik 
general  Fcrmor,  with  one  divifion  of  the  RuiEan  aitnjf 
affifted  by  a  fleet  from  Revel,  carrying  nine  thoufand 
July  5.  land  forces,  invefted  Memel ;  and,  after  a  fhort  ficge^ 
made  himfelf  matter  of  that  important  place,  wbkh 
was  of  infinite  confequence  to  the  Ruffians,  as  Acy 
could  make  it  a  military  ftation,  and  a  magazine  of  pro- 
vifions  and  ftores,  that  might  be  conftantly  fuppHed  by 
means  of  thtrir  navy. 

This  criterpvifc  benig  fuccefsfuUy  executed,  the 
whole  P^ufiian  army,  confiding. of  fixty-two  thou&nd 
foot,  and  nineteen  thoufand  horfe,  with  near  twenty 
thoufand  Tartars,  CSlmucks,  and  Coflacks,  united  un- 
der marefchd  Apraxin,  on  the  river  Rufs,  and  advanced 
toward  the  Prcgel.  General  I^cwhald,  on  the  approach 
of  the  enemy,  quitted  his  camp  at  Infterburgh,  andre^ 
tired  to  Wehlaw,  v/here  he  continued  until  he  received 
Auj.  3.  pofitive  orders  to  hazard  a  battle.  Having  reconnoitred 
the  pcfition  of  the  Ruflians,  who  had  paflcd  the  PregcJj 
and  wQie  encamped  a t  Grofs  Jagcrfdorff,  near  Norkittcc, 

he 
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he  accordingly  attacked  them  unexpectedly,   at  five     LETxriR 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  with  great  fury.     Though  thus    ^^^^^^It^ 
in  a  manner  furprifed,  they  received  the  (hock  with  a   A.U.  1757. 
firmnefs  that  aftonifhed  him  5    and  after  a  warm,  and 
general  adlion  of  three  hours,  during  which  vicflory  re- 
mained  doubtful,  and  every  poffible  exertion  had  been 
made,  he  was  forced  to  retreat,  with  the  lofs  of  two 
thoufand  men '', 

Unacquainted  with  the  valour'  and  difclpline  of 
the  RufEan  infantry,  fmce  found  to  be  the  bed  in  Eu- 
rope, Lewhald  deprived  himfelf  of  the  power  of  making 
a  vigorous  or  fuccefsful  effort  in  any  one  point,  by  ex- 
tending his  little  army  in  a  line  oppofed  to  that  of  the 
enemy ;  which  he  in  vain  endeavoured  to  break,  as  they 
had  every  where,  through  this  miftaken  difpofition,  a 
much  grcatef  number  of  men  in  aftion,  than  he  could 
poffibiy  prefent  3*.  In  vain  did  he  attempt  to  cut  their 
army  in  two,  and  take  them  in  Hank,  by  penetrating 
through  certain  openings.  They  received  the  Pruflians 
on  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  forced  them  to  give 
way.  He  drew  off  his  army,  however,  in  good  order, 
and  re-occupied  his  former  camp  at  Wehlaw. 

While  the  Ruffians,  now  vi<3orious,  were  ravaging 
the  king  of  Pruffia's  dominions  on  one  fide  of  Germany, 
the  French  were  ftripping  him  of  his  poffcffions  on  the 
other,  and  laying  the  eleftorate  of  Hanover  under  coh«f 
tribution.  After  the  duke  of  Cumberland  paffed  tJie 
Wefer,  he  continued  to  retreatbeforc  marcfchal  d'Etrccs, 
until  he  reached  the  village  of  Haftenbeck,  Having 
chofen  an  advantageous  poft,  he  there  attempted  to 
make  a  ftand,  on  the  25th  of  July ;  but  being  worfted, 

3|.  Pruflian  account  of  the  battle.    The  Ruflian  account  is  im^ 
fcfle^  and  coati adidory.  34.  Lloyd,  toI.  i.  p.  145. 
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PART  u.  after  a  vigorous  refiftance,  he  was  obliged  to  quit  ha 
aTdI'mj;.  ftation.  Inflead,  however,  of  marching  immediately 
after  the  a£tion,  as  prudence  feemcd  to  di£tate,  toward 
Wolfenbuttle,  Halberftadt,  and  Magdeburg,  where  he 
ipight  have  formed  a  junSiqn  with  the  Pruilian  forces, 
his  royal  highncfs  retired  to  Hoya,  under  pretence  of 
covering  Bremen  and  Verden  ;  though  in  reality,  in  or- 
der to  keep  up  a  communication  with  Stade,  whither 
had  been  removed  the  archives,  and  moft  valuable  ef- 
fects of  Hanover. 

Ik  the  mean  time  that  ele£torate,  abandoned  to  the 
enemy,  was  bid  under  contribution.  And  the  dukedc 
Richelieu,  the  cekbrated  conqueror  of  Minorca,  hav- 
ing fucceedcd  to  the  chief  command  of  the  French  army, 
foon  faw  himfelf  mafter  of  Bremen  and  Verden,  and 
obliged  the  duke  of  Cumberland  to  take  refuge  under 
the  cannon  of  Stade.  There,  encamped  between  the 
Allcr  and  the  Elbe,  it  was  fuppofed  his  royal  highncfi 
would  be  able  to  maintain  his  ground  till  the  dofe  of 
the  campaign,  as  the  feafon  was  already  far  in  the 
decline.  But  the  enemy  having  taken  efFeflual  mca- 
fures  for  cutting  oiF  his  communication  with  the  Elbe, 
he  was  under  the  neceflity  of  figniiig  the  fingular  con- 
Scpt..  8.  vcntion  of  Clofter-fcvcn  j  by  which  an  army  of  thirty- 
eight  thoufand  Hanoverians,  HeiTians,  luij  other  troops 
in  the  pay  of  his  Britannic  majcfty,  was  diflblved  and 
Jiftributcd  into  different  quarters  of  cantonment,  with- 
out being  dirarmed'%  or  confidtrcd  as  prifoners  of  war. 

The 

3?.  The  court  of  France  afterwards  iiififtfJ  on  the  Jifjrmhfd 
the  troops^  though  the  convrnti^n  had  dtftrvtd  a  prtfimnd  JiitMa  <•' 
that  bead.  It  oiily  ftipiibtrd,  That  on  tiie  ccfiation  of  bottiUtk^ 
the  auiili;iry  troops  (hcuiti  be  lent  home,  and  that  fuch  part  of  ik 
ManoTerian  urmy  as  tiie  duke  uf  Cumbcrlamd  could  not  pljicemtiK 
city  of  Stade,  fliould  go  and  take  (Quarters  in  the  countij  bcfM^ 
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The  French  were  left,  "  till  the  definitive  reconciliation  ^'^I^ 
**  of  die  two  fovereigns '%"  in  full  poffeffion  of  the  ^  -^^  *f 
countries  they  had  conquered,  though  under  the  exprefs    A,  D  .1757. 

condition  of  abftaining  from  future  violences,  hoftilities 

being  immediately  to  ceafe  on  both  fides. 

the  Elbe,  and  not  be  recruited*  (See  the  ArtUUt  of  the  Ciiveit* . 
itmt  icfelf,  and  the  Vindicatiom  of  the  King  of  EmglatuTt  ConduB 
ms  tie  EUdor  •/  Hanover ^  publifiied  by  authority.)  Norwithf^aoding 
the  notoriety  of  this  fa£l,  two  cotemporary  authors  hare  affirmed* 
That  in  confequence  of  the  convention  of  Clofter-feYett,  <*  thirty- 
eight  thoufand  Hanoverians  laid  down  ■  their  arms ! "  Comtin.  Hifl, 
£mg.  vol.  ii.    Annual  Reg.  17^8. 

36.  This  indefinite  mode  of  ezpreffion  gave  rife  to  one  of  the  moft 
IntricaAe  difputes  that  ever  employed  the  pens  of  political  writen  % 
and  ai  felf-intereft  didatcd  the  arguments  on  both  jSdes  of  the  quef* 
dooy  much  ingenuity  and  force  .of  reafoning  were  difplayed.     Th^  • 
French  with  great  plaufibility  maintained,  that  no  other  meaning 
cobM  reafonably  be  affixed  to  the  words  of  the  convention  (which 
ho«rever  they  attempted  to  mend  by  certain  Jcfuitical  explications) 
than  that  which  was  natural  and  obvious;  That  the  fufpenlion  of 
annt  was  to  continue,  and  they  confequently  in  poflcifion  of  their 
CVNi^efls,  till  a-  general  pacification.     ( Parallel  0/ tbe  ConJua  o/th$ 
Kmg  •f  Framce  'wUh  that  of  the  King  of  Ejigland.J     The    Esglifh 
toiniftry,  on  the  other  hand,  affirmed.  That  the  fufpeofion  of  armi 
was  ft  mere  military  regulauon,  which  was  to  continue  in  force  only 
till  the  iflae  of  a  ncgociation,  theu  depending,  begun  by  his  Britan« 
Aic  inajefty,  in  quality  of  ele^ur  of  Hanover,  and  the  fuddenly  ex« 
pe^ed  declaration  of  the  courts  of  Vienna  arid  Verfailies  relative  to 
Inch  negociation  ;  that  this  was  the  reafon  why  it  was  not  thought  oe« 
cef.'ary   to  fix  the  time  the  fufpenfion  of  arms  was  to  laft.    It  was 
^raivm  up,  they  (aid,  by  the  generals  of  the  two  armies,  who  mutu* 
nDy  ftgreed  that  it  fl^ould  be  of  force  without  the  ratification  of  tho 
two  courts;  a  thing  impoffible,   if  it  is  fuppofed  the  )dng  pf  Eng^ 
land's  German  dominions  were  to  be  delivered  up  into  the  hands  of 
foreigners  till  a  general  peace,  of  which  there  was  not  the  lea/I 
profpcd.    •«  Bpt  it  is  evident,"  added  they,  "  that  France  herfelf 
«<  did  not  undcrftand  the  feaijds  of  the  Hanoverians  to  be  tied  up 
«  till  a  general  peace,  by  the  fufpenfion  of  arms  concluded  at  Clof; 
<*  ter-(even,  from  her  infifting  on  having  that  ilipulated,  as  an  ex* 
M  preis  condition,  in  her  artful  fcheme  of  explication,  piopofed  by 
^  the  cmint  de  Lyw,   the  Dantih  minii^er."    Finfitaim  «/*  ti$ 
gki  •/h^lmr9  Cmiia  at  EUa$r  ofHimtvir^ 
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PAR^  IL  Having  thus  fubdued  the  German  dominions  of  his 
A^r^^i^.  Britannic  majefty,  the  Frenqh  were  now  at  liberty  to 
turn  their  whole  force  againft  thofe  of  the  king  of  Pruf-. 
fia.'  Marefchal  RicheUeu  accoi^dingly  made  his  way  into 
Halherftadt  and  the  Old  Marche  of  Brandenburg ;  firft 
cxading  contributions,^  and  then  plur^dering  the  towns^ 
The  army  of  the  Empire,  under  the  prince  rf  Hildn 
burghaufcn,  reinforced  by  that  under  the*  priiice  de 
Soubife,  was  on  full  march  to  enter  Saxony«  Twenty 
thoufand  Swedes  commanded  by  general  UngernStmi-i 
berg,  had  ah'eady  entered  Pruffian  Pomerama^  under 
pretence  of  guarantying  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia  $  and 
having  taken  the  towns  of  Demmin  and  Ancbun,  and 
reduced  the  iflands  of  Ufedom  and  Wollin,  they  laid 
the  whole  country  under  contribution,  without  meet-i 
ing  with  the  fmaileft  reiiftance,  as  the  garrifon  of 
Stettin,  confifting  of  ten  thoufand  men,  could  not 
'  leave  diat  important  fortrefs,  in  order  to  oppofe  their 

progrefs.  The  kingdom  of  Pruflia  was  ftill  a  prey  ta 
the  barbarities  of  th?  Ruffians.  One  Auftrianarmyhal 
entered  Silefia,  and  laid  fiege  to  Schweidnitz  ;  while 
another,  penetrating  through  Lufatia,  pafTed  die  Pruf- 
fian armies,  and  fuddenly  prefenting  itfelf  before  Berlin, 
laid  that  capital  under  contribution.  The  ruin  of  his 
Pruffian  majefty  feemed  inevitable» 

This  illuftrious  prince,  driven  out  of  Bohemia,  wa» 
on  all  fides  furrounded  by  powerful  armies ;  and,  in 
confequcncc  of  the  convention  of  Clofter-feven,  be 
feemed  to  be  defcrted  by  the  only  ally  on  whom  he  could 
place  any  dependence.  In  what  manner  he  extricated 
himfelf  out  of  thcfe  difficulties,  and  what  line  of  policy 
was  purfued,  in  fuch  delicate  circuniftances,  by  his  Brin 
tannic  majefty,  we  {hall  afterward  haveoccafiontoiee, 

LETTER 
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LETTER      XXXm, 

f  Europe^  and  the  Hiflory  of  the  general  Wary 
inuedfrom  the  Convention  o/Closter-seven,  to 
Battle  o/MiSDESj  orTnoRNHAUSEN,  in  1759* 

H  E  afFairs  of  England,  where  tumult,  clamour,     LETTER 
and  difcontent  had  long  prevailed,  were  ftill  in     ^^^"'' 
Ty  when  intelligence  arrived  of  the  humiliating    A.  D.  1757. 
ition  of  Clofter-feven,  which  overwhelmed  the 
¥ith  ibame  and  confufion,     Pitt  and  Legge,  the      junc  2^ 
pularminifters,  had  been  reftored  to  their  refpec- 
Bees,  in  compliance  with  the  general  wifh  of  the 
>  exprefled  in  many  warm  addreiTes  to  the  throne. 
ley  had  not  yet  had  time  to  plan  any  regular 
of  meafures  ;   and  the  firft  enterprife  they  ha-i 
mifcarried,  to  the  no  finall  mortification  of  their 
,  and  to  the  fevere  difappointment,  forrow,  and 
:  of  the  whole  kingdom, 

rs  was  an  expedition  to  the  coaft  of  France,  in  or- 
raife  the  drooping  fpirits  of  the  people  by  an  ap- 
ce  of  vigour,  and  the  credit  of  the  Britifh  arms, 
:  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  by  fome  great  blow; 
induce,  if  poffible,  the  French  monarch  to  with- 
art  of  his  troops  from  Germany,  for  the  defence 
own  dominions,  inftead  of  profecuting  foreign 
sfts.  Its  ultimate  purpofe  was  the  relief  of  the 
ate  of  Hanover,  and  its  immediate  objeft  the  de- 
on  of  the  French  (hipping  and  naval  ftores  at 
3rt.  The  deft  ination  of  the  armament,  however, 
;pt  a  profound  fecret.  But  the  higheft  expefta- 
>f  fuccefs  were  formed  from  the  magnitude  of  the 

preparations. 
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PART  11.     preparations,  and  the  confidence  wftch  the  public  had 
jTy^"  ■'     in  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  by  whom  the  en- 
terprifc  was  faid  to  have  been  pUnncd. 

Happily  thcfe  expectations  began  in  fomc  meafure 
to  abate,  in  confcquencc  of  certain  unforcfcen  delays, 
before  the  failing  of  the  fleet.     At  length  on  the  UI- 
6cpt.  8.     omened  day  that  the  duJ^c  of  Cumberland  figned  the 
convention  of  Clofter-fcven,  tlic  formidable  ari^ament 
put  to  fea.     It  confiftcJ  of  eighteen  ihips  of  the  line, 
under  Sir  Edward  Hawice,  befidc  frigates,  Hrc-fhipS| 
bomb-ketches,  and  a  number  of  transports,  carrying 
ten  regiments  of  land  forces,  commanded  by  Sir  John 
Mordaunt.     The  hopes  of  the  people  were  again  re- 
vived:  their  petitions  to  Heaven  were  fervent;  and 
imagination,  warmed  by  vows  ^ndwifhes,  looked  fondly 
forward  to  fome  impp^tant  conqueft .  What  then  was  the 
aftonifbmeht  of  the  nation,  when  this  mighty  fleet,  which 
had  coft  the  government  almoft  a  million  of  money,  after 
beating  off  the  coaft  of  France  for  three  weeks,  and  fill- 
ing the  inhabitants  of  the  fca-ports  with  terror,  returned 
to  England  without  having  taken  fo  much  as  a  fifliing 
town !  —  without  having  attempted  or  cftcctcd  anything! 
except  deflroying  fomc  haif-finifhcJ  f^u^ificatipins  oa 
the  little  ifland  of  Aix,  fituated  at  the  month  of  the 
riyer  Charante,  which  leads  up  to  Rochfort. 

Language  cannot  paint  tli?  exprefUons  of  dl&p- 
pointment  that  appeared  in  every  countenance.  Every 
heart  fcemed  to  feel  the  national  difgracc,  and  every 
eye  to  lighten  with  indignation  iit  the  ofliccrs  empIo)-ed 
in  the  expedition.  The  officers  endeavoured  to  throw 
the  blame  of  their  mifcairiagc  on  theminiftry,  in  plan- 
ning an  impracticable  cnterprife.  The  minillry,  fup^ 
potted  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  retorted  the  charge^ 
by  acciif'ng  the  officers  of  cov/ardice  or  incapacity,    A 

(mi 
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C9urt  of  inquiry^  appointed  by  his  majefly,  cenfund  Utit    LETTER 
conduei  of  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  the  commander  in  chief;     ^^^'^ 
and  a  court^martiaf^  compofed  of  oificers  of  reputation^    ^  ^«  *757« 
acquitted  him  of  the  charge  oi  dij obeying  his  injiru^iions. 
The  public  opinion  remained  the  fame. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  trial  and  inqueft  it  appeared,That 
the  miniftry  had  reafon  to  believe,  on  good  information, 
that  an  attempt  upon  Rochfort  would  be  very  prafticable. 
Nor  was  there  any  thing  offered  to«prove  the  impraftica- 
bility  of  fuch  attempt,  if  it  had  been  made  when  the  fleet 
lirft  arrived  before  that  place.  But  it  was  proved,  to  the 
fatisfadlion  of  every  unprejudiced  mind,  and  to  the  fevcre 
regret  of  all  lovers  of  their  king  and  country,  of  every 
man  who  had  any  pride  in  the  military  glory  of  Eng- 
land, That  the  time  which  ought  to  have  been  employed 
in  action  was  fpent  in  confultations  and  councils  of  war, 
and  the  purpofed  defcent  finally  relinquifhed  without 
any  fufficient  caufe  ».  In  a  word,  the  principal  officers, 
admiral  Hawke  excepted,  feemed  mutually  defirous  to 
avoid  a  landing.  And  their  frequent  confutations, 
notwithflanding  die  ardour  of  the  troops,  who. were  im- 
patient to  retrieve  the  honour  of  their  country,  feemed 
to  have  more  in  view  than  a  common  excufe  for  ina£lion  ; 
a  concerted  apology  for  not  making  a  defcent,  than  any 
hoftile  purpofe  againfl  the  enemy. 

While  the  people  of  Great  Britain  were  mourn- 
ing over  this  fliameful  mifcarriage,  which  joined  to  the 
accumulating  misfortunes  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  the 
mortifying  convention  of  Cloftcr-fevcn,  exhibited  a  mofl 
melancholy  pidure  of  their  affairs  in  Europe,  thofe  in 
America  did  not  afford  a  more  flattering  profped,  Al« 
though  a  large  reinforcement  of  troops  had  been  fent ' 

s.  See  the  printed  Ev'tdmtvn  the  poblicatioos  of  tfie  Time  a. 

thither, 
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PART  Tl.    tliither,  and  a  vaft  fupply  of  warlike  ftores,  the  third 
A!rSui737.  campaign  ferved  only  to  fwell  the  triumphs  of  the 
enemy. 

The  attack  upon  Crown  Point,  fo  long  meditated, 
was  laid  afide  for  an  exjxjdition  againft  Louifburg. 
Lord  Loudon,  who  in  perfon  was  to  command  the  land 
forces,  accordingly  left  New  York  on  the  ninth  of  July, 
with  a  body  of  fix  thoufand  men,  and  failed  for  Halifax ; 
where  he  was  joined  by  admiral  Holbourn  with  a  confi- 
derable  fleet,  and  about  five  thoufand  land  forces.  But 
when  the  fleet  and  army  were  almoft  ready  to  proceed  for 
Cape  Breton,  information  was  brought  to  Halifax,  that 
the  Breft  fleet,  confifting  of  feventeen  fliips  of  the  line, 
befide  frigates,  with  a  reinforcement  of  troops,  and  an  a- 
bundant  fupply  of  ammunition  and  pro^iflons,  was  arriv- 
ed at  Louifburg.  This  intelligence  immediately  fufpend^ 
ed  the  preparations,  and  damped  the  ardour  of  theBritifh 
oiHcers.  Councils  of  ^^^ar  were  held  one  after  anodier ; 
and  the  refult  of  the  whole  was.  That  as  the  place 
which  had  been  the  object  of  their  armament  was  fo 
ftrongly  reinforced,  the  French  fleet  rather  fuperior  to 
the  Englifh,  and  the  feafon  of  the  year  fo  far  advanced, 
it  was  advifeable  to  defer  the  entcrprifc  till  a  more  fa- 
vourable opportunity. 

I^Hus  terminated  the  projected  expedition  againfl 
l/oyifburg,  like  that  againfl  Rcchfort,  in  a  manner  in- 
glorious to  the  Britifh  arms,  and  difgraceful  to  the  fpirit 
of  the  Britifh  oiHcers.  But  thofe  were  not  the  worfl 
confequences  that  attended  it. 

Since  the  taking  of  Ofwcgo,  the  French  had  re- 
mained maflers  of  the  Great  Lakes  :  nor  could  the  Bri- 
tifh forces  prevent  their  collecting  the  Indians  from  all 
part?,  ^iid  feducing  or  compelling  them  to  ^iSt  in  their 

iavourt 
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&vour.     The  country  of  the  Six  Nations,  the  only  body    ^^JJ^^ 
of  Indians  who  prcfcrved  even  the  (hadow  of  friendfhip    i_  ^-  ^ 
to  England,  was  abandoned  to  the  mercy  of  the  barba-   ^*  ^-  ^''^'^ 
rous  entmy.     The  Britifh  forts  at  the  great  Carrying 
Place  were  demoliihcd,  and  Wood  Creek  was  induf- 
trioufly  (hut  up.     In  confequencc  of  thefe  unfortunate, 
circumftances,  all  communication  with  our  Indian  allies 
was  cut  off;  and  what  was  ftill  worfe,  the  whole  Englifh 
frontier  lay  perfeitly  uncovered  to  the  irruptions  of  tha 
French  and  their  defolating  favages.    All  our  fine  fettle* 
ments  on  the  Alohawk  river,  as  well  as  on  the  ground, 
called  the  German  Flats,  were  dcftroycd. 

Elated  with  fo  many  advantages,  the  French  were 
ambitious  of  diflinguifhing  the  campaign  by  fome  impor- 
tant blow.  And  no  fooner  did  the  marquis  de  Montcalm 
learn,  that  lord  Loudon,  with  the  main  body  of  the 
Englilh  forces,  had  left  New- York,  than  he  determined 
to  lay  ficge  to  Fort  William  Hen./.  This  fort  liad  been 
built  on  the  fouthern  fide  of  Lake  George,  in  order  to 
cover  the  frontier  of  the  Britifh  fettlements,  as  well  as  to 
command  the  lake.  The  fortifications  were  good,  arid 
the  place  was  defended  by  a  garrifon  of  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  men,  commanded  by  colonel  Monro.  Nor 
were  thofe  its  only  fecurity.  An  army  of  four  thoufand 
five  hundred  men,  under  the  conduct  of  general  Webb> 
was  poftcd  at  no  |reat  di  fiance,  and  a  much  greater  force 
might  liave  been  afTembled.  The  French  forces,  col- 
lected from  Crown  Point,  Ticonderoga,  and  the  adjacent  . 
forts,  togedier  with  a  party  of  Indians  and  Canadian.^, 
are  {aid  to  have  amounted  to  nine  thoufand  men.  With 
thefe,  and  a  good  train  of  artillery,  Montcalm  advan- 
ced againft  the  object  of  his  enterprifc,  while  general 
Webb  beheld  his  approaches  with  an  indifference  bor- 
dering 
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PART  II.    dering  on  infatuation,  or  intimately  allied  to  baiene&. 
A.D.  1757.    ^^  *  word,  the  enemy  meeting  with  no  obftrudion  fixim 

die  quarter  whence  they  dreaded  it  moft,  obliged  the 

Englifh  fort  to  fnrrendcr. 

The  garrifon  was  allowed  to  march  out  widi  tic 
honours  of  war.  But  the  Indians  in  the  French  arair, 
difregarding  the  articles  of  capitulation,  fell  upon  the 
foldiers,  and  the  favages  in  the  Englilh  fervice,  as  foon 
as  they  left  the  place,  pillaging  them,  dragging  Aem 
out  of  their  ranks,  fcalping,  tomahawking,  and  exercif- 
ing  upon  them  every  fpecies  of  cruelty  known  amoi^ 
the  natives  of  North  America  *.  And  what  is  yet  more 
extraordinary,  and  what  it  is  to  be  hoped  pof(erity  will 
not  credit,  two  thoufand  Englifhmcn,  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  and  in  danger  every  moment  of  becom- 
ing the  viftims  of  fuch  violence,  remained  tame  fpcc- 
tators  of  thefe  barbarities,  or  fought  fafety  only  in 
flight ! 

The  marquis  de  Montcalm,  however,  no  lels  gene- 
rous than  brave,  was  able  at  length  to  quell  the  fury  of 
the  favages,  and  treated  the  fuffercrs  with  great  hunu- 
nity.  Yet  his  fummons  to  colonel  Monro,  when  he  be- 
gan the  fiege,  leaves  room  to  fuppofe,  that  he  meant, 
in  cafe  of  refiftance,  to  ftrike  terror  into  the  Britift 
troops  by  a  new  difplay  of  Indian  cruelty.  "  I  am  fKII 
**  able,**  fays  he,  "to  rejlrabi  tht:  favagesy  and  tooHi^i 
*^  them  to  obferve  a  capitulothn^  as  none  of  them  havt 
"  been  hilled ;  but  this  comroul  will  not  be  in  my  power 
**  in  other  circumjlanccs^,'* 

2.  Thefc  barbarities  are  (Irong^ly  delineated  in  numy  lettcn  M 
the  officers,  after  they  arived  at  New  York. 

3.  Letter,  dated  Aug.  3>  i75:>  aiid  figDcd  Moktcaim. 

Wheic 
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When  intdligence  of  thofe  new  lofles  and  difgraces  ^^JJf:?^ 
arrived  in  England,  the  people,  already  fufficiendy  mor-  ,_  ^^,^ 
tified,  funk  into  a  general  defpondency.  And  certain  ^'  ^'  *757« 
moral  and  political  writers,  who  foretold  the  ruin  of  the 
natian,  and  afcribed  its  misftx'tUnes  to  a  total  corrup- 
tion of  manners  and  principles,  and  an  utter  extiiu:- 
tioA  of  the  martial  fpirit,  gained  univerfal  credit  ^^ 
But  the  more  zealous  friends  of  the  new  adniinillralion, 
in  conjunction  with  the  younger  officers  of  the  army 
and  navy,  warmly  vindicated  the  national  charader,  and 
feemed  to  long  for  an  opportunity  to  give  the  lie  to 
the  vifionary  prognoftics  of  fplenetic  theory  and  croalc- 
ing  melancholy.  In  the  mean  time  public  opinion,  ever 
flu^uating,  and  wholly  governed  by  events,  took  a  left 
^ocmy  direftion.  The  firft  ray  of  hope  came  from 
the  Eaft* 

When  admiral  Watfon  returned  to  the  coaft  of  Co- 
romandel,  after  reducing  the  fortrcfs  of  Gheria,  the  reli- 
dence  of  the  famous  pirate  Angria,  he  w^s  informed  of 
the  lofs  of  Calcutta,  with  all  the  hotjid  circumftances 
attending  it,  and  refolved  upon  revenge.  He  accord- 
ingly took  on  board  Mr.  Clive,  now  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  colonel,  with  part  of  the  Englifli  Eaft  India 
company's  troops  at  Mndrafs,  and  failed  for  the  bay  of 
Bengal.  By  a  zealous  co-operation  of  the  fca  and  land 
forces,  the  forts  of  Btizbuzia  and  Tannah  were  fpccdily 
Kduced.  The  town  of  Calcutta  was  recovered ;  and 
the  Englifh  colours  being  once  more  hoifted  on  Fort 
William,  Mr.  Drake  and  the  members  of  the  council, 

4.  The  inoft  diftln^lhcd  of  rhtfs  writen  wa«  Dr.  Rror/ii,  y^htft 
tfitmaSe  •/  Ot  Mw.rtjrs  o-iJ  r/injipln  of  tic  Times ,  abour.uin^ 
with  awful  prediction?,  was  bough:  up  and  read  with  incrrdibie  a* 
▼idit/y  and  a»  mach  coofidsd  in  as  if  he  had  beco  diviiiciT  infpirrd. 

who 
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PART  II.     ^o  had  hidierto  remained  on  board  the  (hips  in  tfat 
jLD^iisi*   ^^^^^^  ^^'•^   again  put  in  pofiei&on  of  the  govcni« 

ment. 

Nor  fatisiicd  with  this  Aicceis,  the  Britifh  commtn* 
ders  made  themfclves  maftcrs  alfo  of  the  large  town  of 
Hughley,  wher^the  Nabob  had  eftabliflied  his  principd 
magazines%     Enraged  at  fo  many  lofTes^  and  dreading 
more,  Surajah  Dowlah  aflembled  a  great  armj,  and 
marched  toward  Calcutta  ;  determined  feverely  to  chaf* 
tife  the  audacity  of  the  invaders^  and  even  finally  to  ex* 
pel  every  Englifhman  from  the  province  of  Bengal*  But 
he  met  with  fo  warm  a  falute  from  colonel  Clive,  captain 
Coote,  and  other  gallant  officers^  at  the  head  of  the 
companjr*s  troops,  reinforced  witli  fix  hundred  failon 
from  the  fleet,  as  induced  him  to  fue  for  peace,  and 
agree  to  fuch  terms  as  the  Engliih  commanders  thought 
proper  to  diftate.     He  engaged  to  rcftore'to  Ac  Eaft* 
India  Company  all  their  faftories,  goods,  and  money, 
which  had  been  feized  by  his  orders  ;  to  reinftate  them 
in  all  their  former  privileges  ;  and  to  allow  them  to  ex- 
tend their  prefidency  over  thirty-eight  neighbouring 
villages,  conformable  to  a  difputed  grant  that  had  been 
obtained  from  the  Great  Mogul  ^ 

Informed  of  the  new  war  between  France  and 
Great  Britain,  and  having  nothing  now  to  fear  from  the 
Nabob,  the  Englifti  commanders  refolved  to  turn  their 
arms  againft  the  French  faftorics  in  Bengal.  Their  firft 
objeft  was  the  redu£tion  of  Chandcrnagore,  the  princi-* 
pal  French  fcttlcment  In  the  province,  and  a  place  of 
great  ftrength,  fituuted  a  little  higher  on  the  river  Hugh- 
,  ley  than  Calcutta.    In  the  expedilion  againft  this  town 

5,  OriDC*i  HiJi»InJ'ffl,  book  vii.     Lond.  Gazette,  Sept.  20,  1757, 

and 
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mod  fiwrti  colonel  Clivc  c6ininanded  feven  hundred  Eu-    -i-ETTER 

XXXIII* 

ropean  troops^  and  fixteen  hundred  Sepoys,  or  foldiers    ■    -^-J# 

of  the  country,  habituated  to  the  ufe  of  fire-arms.  The    A.D.  i757» 

fquadron,  confifting  of  three  fail  of  the  line,  and  a  floop 

of  lUrar^  was  coitdu£led  by  the  admirals  Watfon  and  Po- 

c«ck.     The  place  was  defended  by  fix  hundred  Euro^ 

peaiiii  and  three  hundred  SepoyS)  vAxo  gallantly  dif^ 

pnted  cfeff  poft;     But  fo  powerful  was  the  cannonade 

fimai  the  fllips^  as  foon  as  they  could  bring  their  guns  to 

btar  upon  the  worics,  and  from  two  batteries^  mounted 

with  twenty-four  pounders,  that  aflkiled  widi  a  crofs 

file  the  two  baftiOns  of  the  fort  againft  which  the  men 

of  war  laid  their  broadfides,  that  the  garrifon  was  ob« 

liged  to  furrender,  after  a  Ihort  but  vigorous  conflict  of 

three  hoursi 

As  conqueft  naturally  expands  the  views  of  the  con- 
queror, Clive,  who  was  formed  for  vaft  undertakings,  no 

r  focmer  found  himfelf  in  poflieilion  of  Chandernagore^ 
than  he  conceived  the  defign  of  humbling  ftill  farther 
the  Nabob  of  Bengal,  and  of  advancing  to  a  yet  greater 

[  height  the  interefts  of  the  Engliih  Eaft  India  company* 
And  the  conduit  of  that  prince  furnifhed  him  with 
many  pretexts  for  renewing  hoflilities. 

Sura  J  AH  Dowlali  was  backward  in  fulfilling  the 
treaty  he  had  lately  concjudcd  with  the  company.  He 
attempted  to  evade  the  execution  of  the  cluef  articles  of 
it ;  and  he  had  entered  into  fee  ret  intrigues  with  the 
French,  to  whom  he  feemed  difpofcd  to  aiFord  protec- 
tion in  return  for  fupport.  The  Englifh  colonel  there- 
fore refolved  to  compel  him  to  perform  his  ftipula- 
tions;  and  in  cafe  of  refufal,  to  chaftife  him  for  his 
breach  of  faith,  and  even  to  diveft  him  of  his  authority. 
In  the  laft  refolution  he  was  confirmed  (if  it  was  not 
fiiggeftcdj  by  a  difcovery  of  the  difaffcdlion  of  Meer  Jaf- 

Voi,  V.  U  fier, 
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fier,  commander  in  chief  of  the  Nabob's  forces^  and 
A. D.  17^7.   ^f  *^  intrigues  of  Surajah  Dowlah  with  the  French 
oiEcers  in  the  Decaiu 

The  meafurcs  employed  by  Clivc,  to  accompliih  thi$ 
revolution,  do  no  lefs  honour  to  his  (agacity  and  add^elsi 
as  a  politician,  than  to  his  vigour  and  (kill^asacomm^nd- 
cr.  While  he  condu£led  an  intricate  and  dangerous  ne* 
gociation  with  Mcer  JaiHer,  by  means  of  his  ageats,  he 
counterfeited  friendfliip  fo  artfully,  as  not  only  to  quiet 
the  fufpicions  of  the  Nabob,  but  to  induce  him  to  dif- 
folve  his  army  5  which  had  been  affembled  at  Plaflfy,  a 
ftrong  camp  to  the  fouth  of  his  capital,  before  the  taking 
of  Chandjrnagore,  in  confequence  of  a  report,  that  die 
Englilh  commander  meant  next  to  attack  Muxadavad*. 
"  Why  do  you  keep  your  forces  in  the  field,"  faid  he  in- 
fidioufly,  "  after  fo  many  marks  of  friendfliip  &nd  codS* 
"  dence  ?— They  diftrefs  all  the  merchants,  and  prevent 
*'  us  from  renewing  our  trade.  The  Englifh  caiuwt 
**  ftay  in  Bengal  without  freedom  of  commerce.  Do 
*^  not  reduce  us  to  the  ncceflity  of  fufpeding,  that  you 
**  intend  to  dcftroy  us  as  foon  as  you  have  an  opportu- 
"  nity  V 

In  order  to  quiet  thefc  pretended  fears,  Surajah  Dowlah 
recalled  his  army,  though  not  without  great  anxiety. 
**  If,"  cried  he,  with  keen  emotion,  *'  the  colonel 
**  fhould  deceive  me  !*'— And  the  fccret  departure  of 
theEnglifli  agents  fr om  MuxadavaJ,  foon  convinced  him 
that  he  was  deceived.  He  again  aflemblcd  his  army, 
and  ordered  it  to  rc-occupy  its  former  camp  at  PlalTy; 
after  having  made  Meer  Jaffier,  by  the  moil  folenm 
oaths  upon  the  Koran,  renew  his  obligations  of  fidelity 
and  allc^iiu.cc. 

6.  Ormc>  ubi  fup. 

Thc 


MODERN    Europe:.  291 

^Thh  Englifh  commanderj  who  had  hoped  to  take  pof-    ^ 7;JT,^?' 
feffion  of  that  important  poft,  was  not  a  little  difcohcert-     [^    _  ,'i 
ed  by  this  movement.     The  Nabob  had  readud  PhlTy    a.  d.  1737. 
twelve  hours  before  him,  at  the  head  of  fifty  thoufand 
foot,  and  eighteen  thoufand  horfe*     Thefe  forces  were 
protefted  by  fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  planted  in  the  open- 
ings between  the  columns,  into  Which  the  Indian  army  . 
was  divided,  and  partly  directed  by  forty  Frenchmen. 
Clive,  however,  though  farprifed  at  the  enemy's  numb- 
ers as  well  as  at  their  formidabh  array,  refolved  to  give 
tliem  battle.     He  accordingly  drew  up  his  little  army, 
confiding  of  about  one  thoufand  Europeans,  and  two 
thoufand   Sepoys,  under  cover   of  eight   field-pieces. 
The  cannonade  was  brifk  on  both  fides,  from  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning  till  near  noon  ;  vAien  a  heavy 
fliower  damaged  the  enemy's  powder,  and  their  fire  be- 
gan gradually  to  flag. 

Noit  was  t^iis  the  only  circumftance  in  favour  of  the 
£ngHfli  army.  Surajah  Dowlah,  who  had  hitherto  re- 
mained in  his  tent  beyond  tlie  reach  of  danger,  and 
been  flattered  every  moment  with  afiuranccs  of  victory,  ^ 
W2LS  now  informed  that  Mcer  Murdecn,  the  only  gene- 
I'al  on  whofe  fidelity  h'j  could  rely,  was  mortally  wound- 
ed. Overwhelmed  by  Co  weighty  a  misfortune,  he  ft^nt 
for  Meer  JaiBer,  and  throwing  his  turban  on  the  ground, 
**  JaflSer  !"  cxclAlmcd  he,  "  that  tuiban  you  muft  de- 
fend." The  traitor  bowed,  and  with  his  hand  on  his 
bfeaft,  promifed  Ills  beft  fcrvices.  But  no  fooner  did 
he  join  his  troops,  than  he  font  a  letter  to  colonel 
Clive  acquainting  him  witii  what  had  pafled  ;  and  re- 
queuing him  either  inftantly  to  pufh  on  to  vi<5lory> 
or  10  ftorm  the  Nabob's  camp,  during  the  following 
night. 

TrtE  letter,  howe  /cr,  v/as  not  delivered  till  the  for- 
tune of  the  day  \Vas  decided;  to  that  Clive  v.us  Kill 

U  2  held 
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PART  11.  b«Id  in  fome  degree  of  fufpcnfe  with  refpeft  to  the  ulti- 
A. i).  1757.  ^^^^  intentions  of  Jaffier.  Meanwhile  the  Nabob,  un-- 
derftanding  that  his  genera!  continued  ina^ve,  fuddenly 
ordered  a  retreat.  Mounting  a  camel,  foon  after, 
he  fled  toward  Muxadavad,  accompanied  by  two  thou^ 
iand  horfemen.  And  the  £ngli(h  army,  having  fur- 
mounted  every  difficulty,  entered  his  camp  about  five 
in  the  afternoon,  without  any  other  obftrudion  dum 
what  was  occafioned  by  baggage  and  ftores  ;  it  being 
utterly  abanJoneJ  by  his  troops,  which  were  (een  fly- 
ing on  all  fides  in  the  utmoft  confufion  7« 

Having  at  length  received  Meer  JaflScr's  letter, 
Clive  prefled  On  with  his  vidlorious  army  to  Daudpore, 
f  egardlefs  of  the  rich  plunder  of  the  enemy's  camp.  He 
arrived  there  about  eight  o*clock  in  the  evening,  atui 
next  morning  faluted  the  traitor  Nabob  (though  more 
properly  Subah)  of  Bengal,  Baher,  and  Orixa* 

The  newNaboi)  haftened  with  his  troops  toMuxadd- 
i^ad,  whither  he  was  followed  by  the  Englifh  comman- 
der. From  that  city,  Surajah  Dowlah  had  made  his 
efcape  in  difguife,  the  day  after  his  defeat ;  ac- 
companied only  by  his  favourite  women,  and  by  the 
eunuch  who  governed  his  fcraglio,  having  loft  all  con- 
fidence in  his  army,  and  in  his  officers,  both  civil  and 
military.  He  was  taken  ;  brought  back  to  his  capital; 
imprifoneif,  and  put  to  death  by  order  of  Meerum,thc 
fon  of  Jaffier  ;  an  ambitious  and  cruel  youth,  ^o  was 
unwilling  to  leave  any  thing  in  the  power  of  fortune 
tiiat  violence  could  fccure  **.  Nor  can  his  conduct  \ft 
blamed  on  rhe  maxims  of  Afiatic  policy-  His  fathe/'s 
fway,  whicli  otherwife  might  have  been  difputed,  wii 
inftantly  acknowledged  over  all  the  three  provinces  dttt 
compofe  the  viceroyalty  or  Subahfliip. 

7«  Otme,  Hi^.  Indifl.  book  viU  8.   Id.  ibid. 

It 
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It  now  only  remained  for  colonel  Clive  to  make    LBriER 

XXX11I* 
Mcer  Jaffier,  whom  he  had  feated  in  the  Mufnud  or    ^       -  '« 

throne,  fulfil  the  conditional  engagements  into  which  A.D.  1757- 
he  had  fcJemnly  entered,  before  the  Engiifh  army  wa$ 
put  in  motion  for  his  fupport.  After  attempting  fome 
evafions,  by  pleading  the  lownefs  of  his  predeceflbr*3 
treafury,  the  Nabob  found  it  neceflary  to  adhere  to 
every  ftip\iIation.  And  a  treaty  to  the  following  pur- 
port was  read,  and  acknowledged  to  hav^  been  figne^ 
by  hinj. 

^'  I  ENGAGE,  That  as  foon  as  I  (hall  be  eftablifbed 
^  in  the  government  of  Bengal,  Behar,  and  Orixa,  I 
<*  will  maintain  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  with 
**  the  £ngli(h  by  Surajah  Dowlah ;  that  the  enemies  of 
**  the  Engiifh  (hall  be  my  enemies,  whether  they  be 
^  Indians  or  Europeans  ;  that  all  (he  effeds  and  fador 
^  ries  belonging  to  the  French  in  Bengal,  the  paradife 
**  of  Nations,  or  in  Behar  and  Orixa,  (hall  remain  in 
**  the  poflfeffion  of  the  Engiifh  —and  I  wijl  never  more  al- 
•*  low  them  to  fettle  in  any  o^  the  three  provinces  5 
"  that,  in  confideration  of  the  loffe^  which  the  Englidi 
^  company  have  fuftained  by  the  capture  and  plunder 
^  of  Calcutta  by  the  Nabob,  and  the  charges  occafioned 
^  by  maintaining  forces  to  recover  their  factories,  J 
^  will  give  one  Crore  of  rupees,"  equivalent  to  twelve 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fterling ;  *^  and 
^  that,  for  the  effects  plundered  •  from  the  Engli(h  in- 
^  habitants  of  Calcutta,  I  will  give  fifty  lacks  of  rupees," 
equivalent  to  fix  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand 
pounds  fterling.  He  alfo  agreed  to  indemnify  the 
Armenian,  Gentoo,  and  other  Afiatic  inhabitants  of 
Calcutta,  and  greatly  to  enlarge  the  territory  of  the  Eng^ 
Vkfk  Eaft  India  Company  **.  In  a  word,  the  indemnifi- 
cation and  reflitutions,  with  a  donation  of  fifty  I^ks  Qf 

y  pfine,  ttbi  fup.    Lond.  Cojuti*,  Fe|>.  149  1758, 

y  3  rupcci    ♦ 
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rupees  to  the  fleet  and  army,  excluTive  of  private  gnu 
tuities,  amounted  to  the  enormQus  fum  of  two  millions 
feven  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  Near 
one  third  of  that  fum  was  immediately  paid  in  coined 
iilver  '^ 

Before  information  arrived  in  England  of  this  great 
revolution  in  the  fouth  of  Afia,  fo  favourable  to  the  in-t 
terefts  of  Great  Britain,  a  variety  of  events  had  happened 
in  Europe,  which  ferved  to  revive  the  fpirit  of  the  En- 
glifh  nation,  and  give  a  more  agreeable  turn  to  the  af« 
fairs  of  his  Britannic  majefly  and  his  allies. 

While  the  king  of  Pruflia  was  wholly  occupied  in 

obfcrving  the  motions  of  the  Aullrians,  and  ftruggling 

to  preferve  his  footing  in  Bohemia,  the  army  id  d^ 

empire,  under  the  prince  of  Hildburghauien,  having 

formed,  as  already  obferved,  a  junction  with  the  Frcocb 

army  under  the  prince  de  Soubife,  at  Erfurth^  ?fl?'tnfl4 

the  title  of  the  Combined  jfrmyy  whofe  inrniediafe  objefi 

it  was  to  drive  the  Pruflians  out  of  Saxony.    The  gent* 

rals  of  that  army  accordingly  refolvcd  to  march  down 

the  Saala,   (fuppoftng   they  had  nothing  to  apprehend 

from  his  Pruflian  majefty)  and  begin  their  operations 

with  the  fiege  of  Leipfic.     This  cnterprife  they  cbofe, 

hi  preference  to  any  other,  bccaufc  they  woujd  there  b^ 

at  hand  to  receive  all  kind  of  fuccours  from  Richelieu's 

army,  now  entirely  at  liberty,  in  confequence  of  die 

convention  of  Cioftcr-feven  ;  and  alfo  becaufe,  in  cafe 

of  fuccefs,  they  could  take  up  their  winter-rquartcrs  in 

that  part  of  Saxony,  and  proceed  next  campaign,  in  full 

force,  to  the  entire  conqucft  of  the  country^  as  wdlas 

to  that  of  Magdeburg  and  Brandenburg.    But  all  their 

defigns  were  broken,  by  the  vigilance  wd  adivityrf 

th^  enterprifing  Frederick. 

19,  Qr«ic,  book  yli. 
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Aware  of  the  neceffity  of  oppofing  the  progrefs  of  j^etter 
the  French  and  Imperiaiifts,  or  of  humbling  himfelf  at  xxxiii, 
the  feet  of  his  enemies,  the  king  of  Pruflia  purfutd  a  /^p.  ,7. 7, 
line  of  conduct  worthy  of  a  hero  and  a  commander. 
Leaving  an  army  of  forty  battalions  and  feventy  fqua* 
drons  under  the  prince  of  Bevern,  to  obferve  the  mo- 
tions of  the  Auftrians,  and  defend  Silefia,  he  marched 
to  Drefden  ;  quickly  aflembled  a  new  army,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Saala.  The  enemy  abandoned  Erfurth,  on 
his  approach,  and  retired  to  Eifenach.  He  followed 
them,  with  an  intention  to  give  them  battle,  but  found 
them  too  advantageoufly  pofted  to  hazard  an  attack  i 
and  as  they  feemed  ftudioufly  to  decline  an  aftion,  he 
tell  back  on  the  Saala,  the  better  to  fubfift  his  troops. 
Various  movements  were  afterward  made  by  both  ar- 
mies. And  the  generals  of  the  combined  army  having 
received  a  reinforcement  tmder  the  duke  de  Broglio, 
during  the  abfence  of  his  Pruffian  majefty,  who  had 
been  obliged  to  march  to  the  relief  of  his  capital,  they 
refumed  their  rcfolution  of  penetrating  into  Saxony. 
They  accordingly  pafTed  the  Saala,  eftablifhcd  their 
head-quarters  at  Weiflenfels,  and  fent  the  count*  de 
Mailly  to  fummon  Leipfic. 

Mareschal  Keith,  who  had  thrown  himfelf  into 
that  important  place  with  fix  tjioufand  men,  treated  the 
fummons  with  contempt.  And  before  the  enemy  could 
form  the  fiege,  he  was  happily  joined  by  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
who  nowfawthe  neceffity  of  giving  battle  to  the  combin- 
ed army,  confiding  of  fifty  thoufand  French  and  Impe- 
rialifts,  with  lefs  than  half  its  number.  With  this  view 
he  pafied  the  Saala  at  Weiffenfels,Merfeburg,  and  Halle, 
the  enemy  having  rcpaffed  the  fame  river  on  his  ap- 
proach, and  aflembled  his  troops  near  the  village  of 
Rofbach.  The  combined  army  \ya8  encamped  in  the 
U  4  neighbour* 
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PART  II.  neiglibourhood  J  andhisPruffiantnajefty, hairing examin- 
V^p'^j  _  ed  the  polition  of  the  enemy,  refolved  to  attack  them. 
He  accordingly  advanced  with  that  intention ;  but  find- 
ing  they  had  changed  their  pofition,  he  defifted  from  the 
att^pty  and  encamped  with  his  left  at  Roibach,  his 
centre  at  Shartaw,  and  his  right  toward  Bedra.  The 
genex:als  of  the  combined  army,  confidering  this  caution 
as  the  eSeSt  of  fear,  and  elated  with  their  great  fiiperi« 
ority,in  numbers,  determined  to  bring  him  to  anengage^ 
Nov.  5.  ment  next  morning.  In  confequence  of  that  reibludoo^ 
they  put  their  troops  in  motion  about  eleven  o'docki 
and  advanced  in  order  of  battle  3  the  cavalry  in  front, 
and  the  infantry  in  the  rear. 

The  Icing  of  Pruflia  remained  quiet  till  two  o'clock  i  ■ 
y/heiiy  perceiving  that  the  enemy's  purpofe  was  to 
attack  his  left  flank,  he  ordered  the  main  body  of  his 
army  to  march  in  that  direction,  behind  the  heig^it^ 
of  Rcichertfwerben.  Thefc  concealed  his  motions; 
aiid,  in  order  farther  to  deceive  the  enemy,  he 
left  his  camp  ftanding,  as  if  he  had  been  in  the  moft 
perledlj  and  even  infatuated  fecurity.  Confident  of 
victory,  the  French  and  Imperialifts  advanced  with  fo 
much  precipitation,  that  their  army  was  thrown  into 
foine  diforder  in  its  march  ;  and  before  they  had  time 
to  form,  they  were  unexpeftedly  attacked,  and  routed 
by  the  Pruflian  horfe.  Their  ci^valry  attempted  to  rally 
behind  the  village  of  BufendorfF;  but  the  Pruflians  pur* 
fued  their  advantage  with  fuch  ardour,  that  the  enemy 
were  again  routed  and  forced  to  qujt  the  field. 


/* 


Meajjwhile  the  generals  of  the  combined  army 
cadcaypurcd  to  form  their  infanty,  though  with  litde 
fuccefs.  It  was  fuddenly  broken  by  the  Pruflian  foot, 
fupported  by  the  cavalry  and  artillery.  The  prince 
dc  Soubifc,  however,  did  nqt  yet  give  up  the  battle  as  loft. 

He 
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"He  ordered  the  body  of  rcferve,  confifting  of  five  regl-    letter 
ments  of  cavalry,  to  advice  and  fuftain  the  infantry ;    ^_^-  Vf 
in  hopes  of  thus  enabling  them  to  form  the  line.     But   A*P«  i757« 
thefe  frefli  regiments  were  inftantly  attacked,  brdcen^ 
and  drivjui  ofF  the  field,  like  the  former }  and  the  in- 
£uitry,  after  a  vigorous  combat,  was  alfo  obliged  to  give 
wnj.  A  complete  vi£lory  remained  to  his  PrufHan  ma- 
jefty,  who  did  not  lofe  above  three  hundred  men; 
whereas  die  lofspf  the  French  and  Imperialifts  amounted 
to  near  nine  thoufand,  including  killed,  wounded,  and 
prifoners.  Among  the  latter  were  eleven  generals,  and 
three  hundred  officers  of  inferior  rank  "', 

With  the  battle  of  Rofbach  ended  die  campaign 
in  Saxony,  the  combined  army  being  no  longer  fit 
for  adion.  But  there  yfzs  yet  no  reft  for  the  vica- 
rious Frederick.  A  great  army  of  Auftrians  and 
Hungarians,  under  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain,  aflifted 
by  marefchal  Daun  and  general  Nadafti,  had  entered 
Silefia,  in  fpite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the  prince  of  Bevern, 
and  threatened  an  entire  conqueft  of  that  fine  province, 
which  has  been  the  caufe  of  fo  much  bloodfhed.  Their 
firft  cnterprife  was  the  fiege  of  Schweidnit? ;  a  rich, 
populous,  and  firong  town,  fituated  in  a  plain  about 
three  miles  beyond  the  mountains  which  feparate 
Silefia  from  Bohemia,  and  garrifoncd  with  fix  thou- 
&ndmen. 

The  fiege  of  this  important  place  was  committed 
to  general  Nadafti,  who  invefted  it  on  the  27th  of 
Oftobcr.  Mean  time  the  prince  of  Bevern  lay  en- 
camped in  the  neighbourhood  of  Breflaw,  in  order  to 
cover  that  capital ;  while  the  prince  of  Lorrain  an^ 
marefchal  Daun  took  poft  at  no  great  diftance,  to  wat^h 

10.  Lloyd,  vol.  i.  p.  ^j* 

his 


agS  THEHISTORYOF 

PART  II.    his  motions,  and  prevent  his  marching  to  the  relief  of 

v--y— ■■/    Schweidnitz.     And  Nadalbi,  who  was  reinforced  dur- 

'^*^^'   ing  the  fiege  by  a  large  body  of  Bavarians  and  Wurtem- 

burgers,  condu<Stcd  his  operations  with  fo  much  vigour, 

that,  three  redoubts  being  carried  at  once  by  aflault, 

the  place  was  taken  and  the  garrifon  made  prifonen 

NoY.  If.     of  war,  after  the  trenches  had  been  open  only  twelve 

da  vs. 

Prince  Charles  having  thus  fecured  a  communica- 
tion with  Bohemia,  by  acquiring  the  command  of  the 
defiles,  and  alfo  a  place,  well  ftored  with  proviiions»  to 
retire  into  in  cafe  of  difafter,  was  encouraged  to  attack 
the  prince  of  Bevcrn  in  his  camp,  though  now  ftrongly 
Kov.  »i.  fortified,  as  foon  as  he  was  joined  by  Nadafti.  The 
cannonading  began  at  nine  in  the  morning,  and  was 
continued  with  great  fury  till  noon,  when  the  Pruf- 
fian  entrenchments  were  ftormed  in  every  quarter. 
Twice  were  the  Auftrians  rcpulfed  with  great  flaughter ; 
but  their  third  attack  was  irrefiftible.  The  Pruflians 
were  driven  from  mod  of  their  redoubts  ;  and  the 
prince  of  Bevern,  taking  advantage  of  the  friendly  ap- 
proach of  night,  wiiich  only  prevented  his  entrench- 
ments being  entirely  forced,  abandoned  his  lines,  and 
retired  behind  the  Oder.  Nor  was  this  his  only  mif- 
fortune.  Going  to  reconnoitre  the  vi^Sorious  ene- 
my, two  days  after  the  battle,  he  was  made  prifoner  by 
a  party  of  Croats,  and  BrcUaw  fuirendcred  to  the 
Auftrians  »^ 

In  this  dcfpcratc  fitiiation  were  the  affairs  of  his 
Pruflian  majefty,  notwithftanding  his  fuccefs  at  Rof- 
bach.  At  that  time  anxious  for  the  fafety  of  Silefia,  the 
great  bone  of  contention,  he  arrived  at  Parchwitz  on 

"  li.  ibid. 

the 
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die  Oder,  with  his  finall  but  vidorious  army,  now    lctter 
confifting  only  of  nineteen  battalions  and  thirty-three  -^j 

fquadrons.     Here  he  was  joined  by  the  remains  of  the    A.  P.  1757. 
array  btely  commanded  by  the  prince  of  Bevern ;  the 
whole  forming  a  gallant  body  of  thirty-fix  thoufand 
fDcn,  determined  to  conquer  or  die  with  their  Jeader. 

The  Auftrians,  thinking  the  campaign  finiihed,  were 
I»:eparing  to  go  into  winter  quarters  '^,  when  they  heard 
of  the  warlike  king's  approach.  It  rather  furprifed  than 
abnned  them.  Prince  Charles  and  marefchal  Daun 
immediately  refolved  to  give  him  battle.  Having  left  a 
ftrofig  garrifon  in  Breflaw,  they  accordingly  paffed  the 
river  Schweidnitz,  at  the  head  of  eighty  thoufand  good 
troofis,  and  were  advancing  toward  Glogaw,  with  the 
folkft  affurance  of  vidory,  when  they  were  met  by  the  x)cc.  5. 
Pruflian  monarch  at  the  village  of  Luthen,  near  Lifla, 
There  a  general  engagement  took  place. 

The  Auftrian  or  Imperial  army  was  very  ftrongly 

pofted*     It  was  drawn  up  in  a  plain,  behind  feveral 

fitde  hills,  which  were  all  covered  with  heavy  cannon ; 

and  its  left  was  farther  fecured  by  a  mountain  and  a 

woody  alfo  planted  with  artillery.     The  village  of  Ny* 

pern,  on  the  right  wing,  and  that  of  Luthen,  on  the 

left,  were  likewife  fortified,  and  filled  with  infantry. 

But  prince  Charles  and  marefchal  Daun  made  lefs  ufe 

Aan  might  have  been  expefted  of  fo  advantageous  a 

pofidon.  Deceived  by  the  rapid  motions  of  the  king  of 

PruiSa  toward  their  right, agaiuft  which  he  made  violent 

demonftrations,  they  drew  their  chief  ftrength  thither ; 

whilft  he,  concealed  by  certain  heights,  which  they 

had  negleAed  to  occupy,  brought  his  whole  force,  by  a 

filbDme  ftroke  of  gencralfhip,  to  bear  upon  their  left, 

14.  Uo^dj  ubi  fup. 

agaiqft 
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PART  II.  againil  which  he  had  meditated  his  real  attack  ^K  And 
VO"**^  mareiciial  Du.in,  who  commanded  in  perfon  on  the 
right  of  the  Aullrians,  inftead  of  attacking  the  thin 
left  wing  of  the  Pruliians,  which  he  might  certain- 
ly have  broken,  and  by  that  meaiu  have  divided  the 
king's  attention,  as  well  as  his  force,  ordered  the  Auf* 
trian  right  and  centre  to  fuftain  the  left  wing,  already 
in  confuaon,  and  retiring  fo  faft  as  to  throw  the  frefli 
troops  into  diforder  ;  whilft  the  viftorious  enemy,  ad^ 
vancing  in  order  of  battle,  prevented  them  from  form* 
ing.  The  left  wing  therefore  excepted,  the  whok 
Auftrian  army  was  routed,  one  battalion  after  an» 
other. 

Other  circumftances  contributed  to  the  fiiceeft  of 
his  Pruffian  majefty.  The  auxiliary  troops,  confifting 
of  Bavarians  and  Wuft^mburgers,  who  had  never  feen  an 
enemy,  being  injudicioully  placed  on  the  moft  expofed 
part  of  the  Auftrian  left  wing,  were  foon  broken  by  the 
Pruffian  infantry.  And  the  fagacious  Frederick,  whofe 
fdpcrior  genius  alike  enabled  him  to  take  advantage  of 
the  enemy's  blunders,  and  to  defeat  their  beft  condudeJ 
fchemes,  having  forefecn  that  general  Nadafti,  with  the 
Auftrian  body  of  rcferve,  would  probably  advance 
and  attack  the  cavalry  of  his  right  wing,  had  wiiHy 
placed  four  battalions  behind  them  ;  fo  that  when  this 
commander  attempted  to  take  the  Pruffians  in  flank,  and 
had  thrown  fome  regiments  of  horfe  into  confufion,  the 

1^.  The  dcfcription  of  thii  bartis  ivdrawn  from  a  dilt^cBt  C(q»> 
p)infon  of  the  PrulTun  and  Auftrian  accounts,  publiflied  by  ratbi^ 
rity ;  yf>t  di.is  the  autl.cr  »>f  the  hifti.ric.il  article  in  the  Ammmtl  Rs- 
j^ijhr  far  J 758,  faid  to  be  the  late  Dr.  Campbell,  ?ijd  other  Eogiifi) 
h<ftoran«,  in  blind  fuhmiffion  to  hi^  aufhority,  rt-prcfcnt  thcrvjji* 
Uf^  to  hjivc  been  pudc  on  the  Aullrun  ri^i  vyin^. 

B;9 
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firr  of  the  four  concealed  battalions  obliged  him  to  re-    ^xlxfn. 
tire  in  diforder. 


XXXlll. 


The  Auftrians,  however,  made  a  vigorous  ftand  at 
the  village  of  Luthen,  which  was  fortified  with  re- 
doubts and  entrenchments,  and  defended  by  the  flower 
of  the  Imperial  army.  But  after  a  defperate  combat^ 
maintained  for  more  than  an  hour,  during  which  the 
fortune  of  the  day  feemed  ftiU  doubtful,  the  Pruffian  in- 
fantry having  been  three  times  repulfed  in  fpite  of  their 
moft  gallant  efforts,  the  village  was  abandoned,  and  a 
complete  vi^^ory  left  to  the  king,  who  purfucd  the 
enemy  as  hr  as  LiiTa. 

The  action  laftcd  from  one  till  four  in  the  afternoort, 
when  the  Auftrians  were  defeated  in  all  quarters  ;  and 
night  only  prevented  the  total  ruin  of  the  vanquiihed 
army.  They  left  about  fix  thoufand  men  dead  on  the 
field,  with  almoft  an  equal  number  wounded.  And 
ihePrullians  took,  within  a  week  after  the  battle,  twenty 
thoufand  prifoners,  three  thoufand  waggons,  and  two 
hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  with  a  great  quantity  of  mi- 
litary  trophies.  Their  own  lofs,  in  killed  and  wounded, 
amounted  to  at  leaft  five  thoufand  * '.  Few  battles  have 
been  more  obftinately  difputed,  and  none  could  be 
more  honourable  to  the  v:«ftors. 

But  the  confequences  of  the  battle  of  Lifla  are  the 
beft  proof  of  the  king  of  Pruflia's  decifive  vi(£lory,  as 
well  as  of  the  honour  with  which  it  was  gained.  The 
terror  infpired  by  his  arms,  every  where  communicated 
by  the  celerity  of  his  motions,  was  for  a  time  of  as  much 
Ufe  as  his  efTe^Slive  force.     He  immediately   inveftcd. 

14.  I.ltyd,  vol.  i.  p.  X34. 

Breflaw, 
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FART  n.  Breflaw,  which  furrendered  in  a  few  days,  diough  gar- 
>.D.i757.  rifoned  ynth  feventeen  thoufand  men,  who  were  all 
Dc«-  *9«      made  prifoners  of  war  *  ^     And  prince  Charles,  having 

colieded  the  remains  of  his  broken  forces,  retired  into 

Bohemia  before  the  clofe  of  the  year. 

Nothing  now  remained  to  the  Auftrians  in  Silefi% 
but  the  town  of  Schweidnitz,  which  his  Pruffian  ma- 
jefty  was  too  prudent  to  inveft  during  the  rigour  of 
winter,  when  his  troops  required  repofe ;  efpeciallj 
as  he  thought  it  muft  neceiTarily  fall  in  the  fpring. 
And  he  was  not  deceived  in  his  conjefture. 

The  fame  good  fortune  had  attended  the  king  of 
PrufEa*s  affairs  in  every  quarter.  The  Ruffians,  by 
making  war  like  barbarians,  had  fo  completely  exhauft* 
cd  the  country  they  invaded,  that  they  were  obliged  to 
return  home,  for  want  of  provifions,  on  the  approach  of 
winter,  leaving  only  a  garrifon  in  Memel.  In  confe-* 
quence  of  this  retreat,  general  Lewhald  who  command- 
ed the  royal  army  iji  Prufiia,  was  left  at  liberty  with 
thirty  thoufand  men.  Thefc  he  cojiduSed  into  Pome- 
rania,  and  obliged  the  Swedes  to  abandon  all  their  con- 
quefts,  except  the  Penamundcr  and  Anclamer  entrench" 
ments,  and  retire  under  the  cannon  of  Stralfund,  be- 
fore the  end  of  December.  Meantime  marefchal 
Keith  had  entered  Bohemia,  with  eight  thouCmd  men, 
in  the  abfcnce  of  the  prince  of  Lorrain :  and  having 
raifed  contributions  in  different  diftrifls,  and  given  an 
alarm  even  to  Prague  itfcif,  returned  unmolefted  mto 
Saxony,  where  he  put  his  troops  into  winter-quarters. 

Nor  was  this  good  fortune  confined  merely  to  the 
Jcing  of  Pruilia.  It  extended  even  to  his  fubjecleJ 
allies. 

15.  Id.  Ibid. 

The 
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The  French,  intent  only  upon  plunder,  broke  al-     ^JJF'?^ 
xnoft  every  article  of  the  convention  of  Clofter-fevcn.     \J^.^~  _j 
And,  in  order  more  freely  to  indulge  their  rapacity,  and    A.D.  1757. 
preclude  even  the  poflibUity  of  revenge,  the  duke  de 
Richelieu  ijififtcd,  that  the  brave  but  unfortunate  Ha- 
noverians and  Heflians,  who  had  adled  under  the  duke 
of  Cumberland,  fhould  deliver  up  their  arms ;   whih 
the  court  of  V^erfailles,  under  the  pretence  that  this  and 
other   ftipulations  had  been  omitted  through  ncglcfl, 
refufcd  to  ratify   the  ignominious  convention,   imlels 
certain   explanations   were   added,   although   military 
conventions  are   fuppofed  to  rcquhre  no  ratification^ , 
and    are  never    violated   but  by  the   moft  faithlefs 
nations. 

Roused  by  thefe  injuries  and  indignities,  by  tyran- 
ny  and   rapine  abetted  by  national  treachery;   but' 
chiefly  by  the  terror  of  being  deprived  of  their  arms, 
the  laft  difgrace  of  foldiers;   the  Hanoverian  troop?,- 
though  diftributcd  into  different  cantonments,  fecrctly 
refolved  to  refcue  their  country  from  opprcfCon,  and 
had  begun  to  colle(^  themfelves,  in  confcquencc  of  thatr^ 
refolution,  when  the  viflory  obtained  by  the  king  of 
Pruffia  at  Roftach,  more  fully  awakened  their  courage, ' 
and  confirmed  them  in  their  generous  purpofe. 

Pleased  with  the  zeal  fo  conformable  to  his  wifhes, 
and  thinking  himfelf  now  fully  releafed  from  the  mor- 
tifying (hackles  of  neutrality  impofed  upon  him  by  the 
convention  of  Clofter-fevcn,  fo  fhamefully  violated  and 
difavowed  by  the  court  of  Verfailles,  his  Britannic 
majefty  inverted  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick  with 
the  chief  command  of  his  eledoral  forces,  and  ordered 
bim  to  renew  hoftilities  againft  his  cruel  and  perfidious 
enemies.     Aflembled  under  this  gallant  leader,  the 

Hai.o- 
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Hanoverians  bravely  made  head  againft  their  conquer- 
ors  i  and  being  reinforced  in  the  beginning  of  the  yeu^ 
by  a  body  of  Pruffian  horfe,  they  pufhed  the  French 
from  poft  to  pofty  and  obliged  them  to  evacuate  fuc^ 
ceffively  Otterberg,  Bremen,  and  Verden. 

The  town  and  caftle  of  Hoya,  on  the  Weier^  iriiere 
the  enemy  attempted  to  make  a  ftand,  were  reducedby 
the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick ;  while  his  und^ 
prince  Ferdinand,  recovered  the  city  of  Minden,  on 
the  fame  river,  and  made  prifoners  a  garrifon  <^feur 
thouiand  men.  An  Englifli  fquadron,  under  commo* 
dore  Holmes,  compelled  them  to  abandon  Embden,  the 
capital  of  Eaft  Friefland.  And  the  wretched  renmaiit 
of  a  great  and  lately  vidorious  army  found  the  ut- 
moft  difficulty  in  repafHng  the  Rhine,  without  being 
entirely  cut  off,  by  a  body  of  men  whom  it  had,  i 
few  months  before,  vanquiihed,  infulted,  and  trampled 
upon* 

From  this  reproach,  fo  juftly  merited  by  the  French 
officers  as  well  as  foldiers,  while  in  poiTeffion  of  Ha- 
nover, the  duke  de  Randan,  a  nobleman  of  great  ho- 
nour and  integrity,  who  commanded  in  the  capital,  was 
happily  exempted.  As  the  pride  of  conqueft  had  never 
made  him  behave  with  infolence,  refentment  had  as 
little  power  to  make  him  aft  with  rigour  on  the  adverfe 
turn  of  affairs*  He  not  only  endeavoured,  at  all  times, 
to  reftrain  the  foldiers  within  the  bounds  of  di(cipline, 
but  exhibited  a  glorious  proof  of  humanity,  when  or- 
dered to  evacuate  the  place.  Inftcad  of  deftroying  Ac 
magazine  of  provifions  according  to  the  ufual,  and 
often  wantoiJy  cruel  practice  of  war,  he  generoufly  left 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  magiftrates,  to  be  diftributed  a- 
mong  the  lower  clafs  of  the  inhabitants,  who  had  long 
been  expofed  to  the  prefTure  of  famine  ! 
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Never  perhaps,  in  any  one  tampaign,  were  thd  ISTTBR 
changes  of  fortune,  the  accidents  of  warj  the  power  of  ^_  \^iif 
generalfhip^  or  the  force  of  difcipline,  fo  fully  difpkyed,  A.  D.  175^ 
as  in  that  of  1757.  Influenced  by  thofe  changesj  the 
Britifli  miniftry  embraced  a  n^w  fyftem  of  policy.  Mr. 
Secretary  Pitt,  who,  in  order  to  govern  the  councils  of 
his  fovcrcign,  had  found  it  expedient  to  form  a  coali- 
tion^ with  the  duke  of  Newcaftle,  and  other  members  of 
the  old  adminiftrationj  alfo  thought  fit  to  contradi<ft 
his  former .  fentiments,  and  the  arguments  founded 
upon  them,  and  become  the  advocate  of  a  German  war; 
But  perhaps  luch  a  (acfrifice  of  fentiments  Was  ncceflary, 
in  order  to  enable  the  great  Commoner  to  ferve  his 
country,  even  in  this  prepoftcrous  manner.  George  II. 
though  a  magnanimous  pi*ince,  and  a  lover  of  his  Bri- 
rifh  fubjedts,  was  impatient  ofcontradiftion  in  whatever 
Concerned  his  Gei'man  dominions. 

In  confequence  of  the  new  fyftem  of  policy^  adopted 
by  the  Britifli  miniftry,  and  the  ardour  with  which  the 
parliament  and  the  people  entered  into  their  views,  a 
fecond  treaty  of  convention  was  figned  at  London,  be- 
tween the  king  of  Pruffia  and  his  Britannic  majefty ;  by 
which  the  contra£king  parties  engaged  to  conclude  nd  a  i  j 
treaty  of  peace,  truce,  or  neutrality  with  the  hoftile 
powers,  but  in  concert  and  by  mutual  agreement  and 
partieipationi  And  the  king  of  Great  Britain  engaged 
to  pay  immediately  to  the  Pruffian  monarch  the  fum  of 
four  millions  of  German  cfowns,  or  fix  hundred  and 
feventy  thoufand  pounds  fterting,  in  order  to  enable 
him  to  maintain  and  augment  his  forces, « to  be  pm«* 
ployed  in  the  common  caufe.  Liberal  fupplies  were 
alfo  granted  for  the  fupport  of  the  army  under  prince 
Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick  :  and  it  was  farther  rcfolved, 
to  reinforce  it  with  a  body  of  Britiih  troops. 

Vol.  V.  X  The 
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PART  IT.  The  councils  of  Lewis  XV.  experienced  a  change^ 
'  ""  ./  no  Icfs  remarkable  than  that  which  had  taken  place  in 
thofe  of  George  II.  The  French  minifters  had  long 
been  the  fport  of  female  caprice.  It  was  their  power 
of  plcafing  madame  dc  Pompadour,  a  favourite  miftrdS| 
who  entirely  governed  their  king^  that  alone  qualified 
them  to  ferve  their  country.  Some  of  the  moilhoneft 
and  able  men  in  the  kingdom  were  turned  out  of  their 
employments  with  marks  of  difgrace,  while  others  re- 
tired with  indignation  from  public  fervice.  But  die 
misfortunes  of  the  French  arms,  at  length,  obliged  Ac 
court  of  Verfailles  to  call  men  to  the  public  fervice  upon 
public  principles. 

The  marefchal  duke  de  Belleifle,  whofe  exploits  I 
have  already  had  occafion  to  relate,  and  whofe  abi- 
lities were  known  to  all  Europe,  was  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  military  department,  as  minifter  for  war. 
^'  I  know,"  faid  he,  in  entering  on  his  office,  "  die 
^'  miferable  ftate  of  our  armies,  and  it  fills  mc  at  once 
**  with  grief  and  indignation  ;  for  the  diigrace  and  ia- 
**  famy,  which  it  reflecls  upon  our  government,  are 
*'  more  to  be  lamented  than  the  evil  itfelf : — I  know 
"  but  too  well  to  v/hat  length  the  want  of  difcipline, 
*  "  pillaging,  and  licentious  violence,  have  been  carried 

•'  by  our  officers  and  common  men,  after  the  example 
*^  of  their  commanders.  It  mortifies  me  to  think  I 
"  am  a  Frenchman.  But,  thank  God  !  my  principles 
**  artf  known  to  be  very  different  from  thofe  that  have 
**  lately  been  adopted. 

*•  Had  I  commanded  the  army,  many  cnonnitics 
*'  would  have  been  reprcfTcd  :  a  thoufand  things  that 
"  have  been  done  would  have  been  omitted ;  whilft 
"  others,  that  have  been  negle<R^ed,  would  have  been 
^*  executed*     I  (hould  have  multiplied  my  communica- 

"  tionsi 


M  t)  D  E  R  N    E  U  R  O  P  E.  307 

**  rions  ;  I  Ihould  have  had  ftrong  pdfts  on  the  right,    L^'IJf,^ 

*'  on  the  left,  and  in  the  centre i    I  fhould  have  had     ^,  _  \ 

**  magazines  every  where.     The  quiet  and  fatisfadion    A.  D.  175^. 

*^  of  the    conquered,    under  a  mild    adminifiration, 

'*  would  have  been  equal  to  that  refentmcnt  they  have> 

^^  difcovered  at  being  plundered  and  oppreiTed ;  and 

**  we  fhould  have  been  as  much  beloved  and  admired 

"  by  them,  as  wc  are  at  prefent  contemned  and  ab- 

*'  horred*     The  fatal  confcquences  of  a  different  line 

**  of  conduft  are  too  obvious  to  need  being  pointed  out : 

**  they  arc  feverely  felt.  We  muft  not,  however,  fupine-* 

^^  ly  fmk  under  our  misfortunes.     A  late  reformation, 

**  though  it  feldom  can  effeftually  remedy  the  diforder, 

"  is  better  than  unavailing  complaint,  or  the  tolerance 

**  of  abufc ;    let  us,  therefore,  ferioufly  fet  about  it. 

*'  There  is  yet  room  for  hope  :  and,  in  our  fituation, 

"  the  abfence  of  future  evil  may  be  eftcemed  a  defii:-* 

«  able  good  '*." 

The  duke  Jc  Bellcifle  accordingly  made. every  pot 
fible  exertion,  to  communicate  ftrength  and  order  to 
the  French  army  upon  the  Rhine,  now  commanded  by 
the  count  de  Clermont,  who  had  fucceeded  the  raven- 
ous and  difHpated  Richelieu.     A  body  of  troops  was 
alfo  aflembled  at  Hanau,  under  the  prince  de  Soubife, 
fuppofcd  to  be  intended  to  penetrate  into  Bohemia,  or 
to  reinforce  the  army  of  the  empire  ;  but  in  reality  to 
invade  the  territories  of  Heflc-Caffelj  and  oblige  the 
landgrave  to  renounce  the  alliance  of  liis  Britannic  ma-  . 
^efty.     In  the  mean  time  prince  Ferdinand  having  paf- 
fed  the  Rhine,  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  fifty  thoufand 
ftrong,  attacked  the  count  de  Clermont  at  Crevelt,  oil 
the  twenty-third  day  of  June,  and  obliged  him  to  retire 

1^.  Annual  RgiJicr.ioT  i^jg, 

X  2  undef 
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•  PART  II.    yndcr  the  cannon  of  Cologne^  with  the  lofs  of  tevea 
A.'Di758.    tbouiand  mei^ and  mai^  officers  of  diftindlion. 

Among  thefe  was  the  count  dfe  Giibrs,  only  fon  of 
fhe  duke  de  Belleifle,  who  had  been  mortally  woundecT 
at  the  head  of  bis  regiment,  M^ile  animating  it  by  his 
example  to  make  sr  vigorous  effort.  His  fete  was  much 
lamented  both  by  the  viftors  and  the  vanquifbed^  Hav-' 
ing  been  educated  with  all  the  care  ^^ich  an  enlfghten* 
ed  father  could  beftow  upon  a  fon  of  fine  talents,  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  maintain  the  reputation  ofhis  an- 
Ceftors,  he  united  the  pureft  morals  to  the  moft  degant 
manners.  He  was  not  oidy  a  lover  of  learning,  but 
mafter  himfelf  of  many  branches  of  it*  He  had  fecn 
every  part  of  Europe,  and  read  courts  and  nations  with 
a  difcerning  eye.  Military  experience  was  only  wanting 
to  complete  his  accomplifhments,  and  render  him  a 
fupport  as  well  as  an  ornament  to  his  country.  He  r&< 
folved  to  acquire  fuch  experience.  Though  lately  mar- 
ried to  tbe  heirefs  of  an  illuftrious  houfe,  himfelf  die 
kft  hope  of  a  moft  noble  femilyj  he  entered  that  courie 
of  glory  and  danger,  which  his  own  ardent  (pint  and 
the  wiflies  of  his  countrymen  pointed  out  to  him,  and 
fell  in  his  firft  campaign.  The  aflTe^iionate  father,  and 
patriotic  minifter,  deeply  mourned  hrs  lofs,  and  mingled 
the  public  with  the  private  tear. 

The  taking  of  Duffcldorp,  however,  was  the  only 
vifible  effeft  of  a  vidory,  which  did  great  honour  to 
the  military  capacity  of  the  Han6verian  general,,  and  to 
the  bravery  ofhis  troops.  The  French  army,  undertime 
count  de  Clermont,  who  was  immediately  fucceeded  by 
M.  de  Contades,  being  on  its  own  frontier,  was  qutcUy 
and  ftrongly  reinforced ;  fo  that  prince  Ferdinand  fiw 
reafon  to  apprehend,  tnat  he  might  foon  be  obliged  to 

repift 
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rejpaik  the  Rhine,  by  an  enemy  he  had  lately  defeated.    MTTER 
But  he  refolved  to  maintain  his  ground  as  long  as  pofEble,    ^  ^^  I 
in  hopes  of  being  joined  by  thp  Br itifli  troops,  the  fixft  A.  D.  175$. 
diviiion  of  which  was  already  landed  at  Embden  ;  and^ 
on  their  arrival,  he  did  not  doubt  of  being  able  to  trans- 
fer the  feat  of  war  from  the  Rhine  to  Ae  Maefe,  and 
of  gaining  fuch  advantages  over  M..  de  Condates,  as 
would  make  it  neceiTary  for  the  prince  de  Soubife  to 
^come  to  his  affiftance.     Meantime  be  flattered  him- 
felf,  that  the  prince  of  Yfenberg,  who  commanded  the 
Heffian  troops,  would  be  able  to  protect  the  territories 
of  the  landgrave,  and  find  the  French  general  fufficien^ 
employment  in  that  quarter^     But  in  this  hope  he  was 
difi4)pointed:- and  certain  unforefeen  circumftancet 
confpired  to  render  his  whole  fplendid  fcheme  abortive^ 

The  duke  de  Broglio,  with  a  ftrong  detachment 
from  die  army  of  the  prince  de  Soubife^  defeated  the 
HeSan  army,  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  July,  near  San* 
gerihaufen.  That  viftory  gave  the  French  the  com* 
mand  6f  the  Wefer ;  and  it  was  to  be  feared,  if  they 
availed  themfelves  of  the  advantages  they  had  acquirec^ 
that  Aey  might  be  able  to  cut  off  the  Britifh  troops, 
BOW  on  their  march  to  join  the  Hanoverian  army.  In 
fuch  circumftances,  princt  Ferdinand  had  no  alterna* 
live,  but  either  to  repafs  the  Rhine  or  give  battle  to 
M»  deContades^  The  French  general  ftudioufly  avoided 
an  engagement,  and  heavy  rains  had  rendered  the  pa& 
gige  of  the  Rhine  impracticable, 

Meanwhile  M,  de  Chevert,  who  had  paflTed  thai 
river  fome  time  before,  with  twelve  thouiand  men,  in 
order  %o  attempt  the  recovery  of  Dufleldorp,  having  at* 
tacked  baron  Imhoff,  ppfted  near  the  bridge  of  Reet 
with  ip(  battalions  and  four  fqiu^drons,  (to  proted  a  ma« 
Xj  gazine 
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PART  II.  gaxine  at  Meer,  and  favour  the  march  of  the  Britifli 
A.P.I75S.  troops)  w^  repulfed  with  great  flayghter,  Imhoff 
joined  the  Britifh  forces  j  and  M,  de  Contades,  con- 
vinced of  the  fuperiority  of  the  H^Qveriaps  in  va- 
lour and  difcipliae,  though  much  inferior  in  num- 
bers, permitted  prince  Ferdinand  to  repafs  the 
Rhine  almoft  without  moleftation.  The  Heffians,  af- 
fured  of  fupport,  wore  a  good  countenance,  notwitb* 
ftandii>g  the  defeat  of  general  Oberg,  who  had  been  fcnt 
to  their  affiftance,  and  the  Britifli  troops  were  zealous 
for  aiElion.  But  the  feafon  being  too  far  in  the  de- 
cline to  admit  of  any  new  plan  of  operations^  prince 
Ferdinand  put  his  army  into  winter  quarters  in  the 
l)i(hQpricIcs  of  Munfter,  Paderborn,  and  Hildefheim, 
toward  the  ei^d  of  Odobcr  *7, 

DuRiKG  thefe  tranfa£tions  on  the  Rhine,  the  king 
of  PrufSa  had  experienced  many  changes  of  fortune* 
Having  fpent  the  winter  in  Silefia,  he  began  the  camn 
paign  with  the  fiege  of  Schweidnitz,  and  obliged  the 
April  1 6  Aullrian  garrifon  to  furrender  in  twelve  days.  On  the 
recovery  of  that  important  place,  he  divided  his  princi- 
pal army,  confifting  of  fifty  thoufand  choice  troops,  in- 
to three  bodies  j  the  firll  commanded  by  marefchal 
Keith,  the  fecond  by  himfelf  in  perfon,  and  the  third  by 
prince  Maurice  of  Anhalt  Deflau.  With  this  army, 
after  threatening  Bohemia,  he  fiiddenly  entered  Mo- 
ravia 5  which,  for  various  reafons,  he  intended  to 
make  the  theatre  of  war,  but  for  none  more  than  its 
having  been  hitlierto  exempted  from  contribution. 
Meanwhile  he  difpatched  his  brother  Henry,  with  a 
body  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  to  oppofe  the  Army  of 
the  Empire,  which  was  aflembled,  under  the  princo 
of  Deuxponts,  near  Bamberg  in  Franconia. 

17*  Lond.  Cutcttap  paflim. 

As 


MODERN     EUROPE. 

As  his  Pnifian  majeftv,  by  hi  rapid  and  uaexpct^ed 
inarch  into  Moravia,  threw  his  enemies  behind  him,  it 
was  diought  he  would  proceed  direcVly  to  Vienna. 
But  that  politic  and  enterprifing  prince,  though  furely 
not  deditute  ot'  ambition,  or  ot"  the  power  of  forming 
great  dcfigns,  chofe  to  pwfue  a  more  moderate  line  of 
conda£^.  He  faw  the  danger  of  leaving  an  Auftrian 
garrifon  in  Oimutz,  fupported  by  an  Auilrian  army,  in 
his  rear ;  and  therefore  refolvcd  to  make  himfelf  matter 
of  that  ttrong  town,  before  he  advanced  farther,  l^hc  May  zf, 
trenches  were  accordingly  opened  before  it,  and  with 
the  moft  fanguinc  hopes  of  fuccefe.  In  the  mean* 
time  marefchal  Daun,  having  quitted  his  camp  at 
LieutomyQel,  in  Bohemia,  entered  Moravia  by  the  way 
ofBilla. 

Too  cautious,  and  perhaps  too  weak,  to  attempt  the 
relief  of  Oimutz,  by  hazarding  a  battle,  the  Auftrian  ge- 
neral took  pott  in  the  neighbouring  mountains,  between 
Gewitz  and  Littaw ;  "vrfiere  he  could  be  plentifully  fup- 
plied  with  provifions  from  Bohemia,  and  whence  he 
could  retard  the  operations  of  the  befiegers,  by  keep- 
ing them  in  continual  alarm,  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
could  throw  fuccours  into  the  place,  and  obftru<Sl  the 
Pruflian  convoys  from  Silefia.  In  the  laft,  his  chief 
objeft,  he  was  particularly  fuccefsful. 

After  Oimutz  had  been  inveflcd  about  four  week?, 
and  when  the  fiege  was  in  great  forwardnefs,  not  with- 
ftanding  the  difficulties  with  which  it  was  attended,  maref- 
chal Daun  intercepted  a  convoy  of  four  huaidred  wag- 
gons near  the  defiles  of  Doinltadt,  and  ofcligQd  general 
Zeithen,  who  efcorted  it^  to  retire  to  Troppaw.  This 
lofs  was  irreparable.  The  king  of  Pruffia,  therefore, 
faw  the  neceflity  of  relinquifliing  his  enterprife  ;  efpe- 
cially  as  he  had  received  intelligence,  that  the  Ruflians, 
X  4  already 
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FAET  II.    already  on  the  frontiers  ofSjlefia,  and  laying  eyerydiing 
aId*  ^T^    )¥afte,  in  their  progrefs,  with  lire  and  fword,  were  pret 

paring  to  enter  that  fine  country,  yet  bleeding  fixxn  the 

ravages  of  war ^ 

But  the  ga)lant  Frederick,  whp  although  he  fome- 
times  forgot  himfelf  in  profperity^  by  being  too  much 
elated,  never  funk  under  the  preflure  of  adverfity,  ac« 
quiring  as  much  honour  in  conducing  his  retreat,  as 
Daun  did  in  making  it  necef&ry.  Inftead  of  £dling 
back  upon  Silefia,  his  moft  natiu^  and  obvious  march, 
but  which  muft  have  drawn  the  Apfti'ians  into  his  own 
dominions,  he  determined  to  take  bis  route  thro'  the 
dominions  of  the  enemy.  AndasmarefchalDaun,  more 
jeffeftually  to  fupcour  Olmutz,  had  been  pbliged  to  un-r 
cover  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia,  his  Pruffian  majefty 
found  no  difficulty  in  accompliftiing  his  purpofe.  Hav- 
ing concealed^  under  an  inceflant  fire,  his  intention  of 
J^^7  '*  raifmg  the  fiege,  he  lilted  his  camp  at  midnight  i  an4 
proceeded  vn^  fo  little  moleflation^  that  he  arrived  at 
Koningfgratz,  one  of  die  mofl  important  pofts  in  Bohcr 
mia,  with  all  hjs  heavy  baggage,  all  his  h^avy  artillery, 
his  military  flares  entire,  and  even  all  his  fick  and 
wounded  '^ !— here  he  allowed  his  army  fome  repofe, 
and  laid  the  neighbouring  country  under  contribution. 
But  that  repofe  was  of  fhort  duration.  Underflanding 
that  the  Ruffians^  inftead  of  invading  Silefia,  had  en-r 
tcred  the  New  Marche  of  Brandenburg,  and  invefted 
Cifftrin,  a  fortified  town  wthia  fifty  miles  of  Berlin, 
he  inflsintly  marched  to  its  relief;  and  notwithftanding 
the  vigilance  of  the  AufVrian  generals,  and  the  adivity 
of  their  light  troops,  he  formed  a  junction  with  lieute- 
nant-general Dohna,  at  Frankfort  on  the  Order,  witl^ 
very  little  lofs, 

{S.  PiufTun  an^  A^fbisin  pazittes  compared 
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No  fooner  did  the- Ruffian  generals,  Brown  and  Fcr-     letter 
mor,  receive  intelligence  of  the  king  of  Pruffia's  ap-    ^^^"^ 
proach,  than  they  abandpned  the  fiegc  of  Cuftrin,  and    /^  D.ij^fi 
took  poll  near  the  villages  of  Zwicker  and  ZorndorflF* 
Though  greatly  out-numbered  by  the  cruel  invaders,  the 
king  refolved  to  give  them  battle  ;  confcious  that  his 
troops  muft  be  Simulated  by  every  motive  which  can 
impel  men  to  vigorous  exertions.  Revenge  for  barbar^ 
o\is  wrongs,  a  defire  of  faving  their  country,  on  the 
brink  of  ruin,  from  future  ravages,  and  of  acquirir^ 
honour  under  the  eye  of  a  fovereign  and  a  commander, 
who  had  oft^n  led  them  to  glory  and  to  conqueft,  he 
prefumed  muft  aSuate  their  hearts.    They  did  not  dif^ 
appoint  his  hopes. 


Having  paffcd  the  Mitzel,  about  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  the  Pruffian  monarch  attempted  to  turn  the 
pnemy's  left  wing  5  but  the  Ruffian  generals,  penetrat- 
ing his  purpofe,  defeated  it  by  very  excellent  difpofi- 
tions.  As  the  ground  did  not  admit  of  an  extended 
line,  they  threw  their  army  into  the  form  of  a  fquare, 
defended  on  every  fide  by  cannon  and  chevaux  de  frife. 
And  in  this  pofition  they  waited  the  attack  of  the  Pruf- 
iians,  who  began  the  battle  with  a  powerful  fire  of  artil- 
lery, which  lafled  near  two  hours.  Then  the  Pruffian 
infantry  advanced  to  the  charge,  and  completed  the  ha- 
vock  made  by  the  artillery.  Whole  regiments  of  Ruf- 
fians were  cut  in  pieces,  by  bullets  or  bayonets,  but  not 
a  man  offered  to  quit  his  rank  ;  and  frefh  regiments  flilj 
preffing  forward,  the  Pruffian  infantry,  which  had  given 
and  received  fo  many  terrible  fbocks,  with  immovable 
^mnefs,  yielded  to  the  colledled  impulfe. 

In  that  moment  of  danger  and  difmay,  when  all 
feemed  loft,  the  intrepid  Frederick,  hy  a  rapid  and  maf- 
ferly  movement,  brought  the  whole  cavalry  of  his  right 
wing  to  fupport  his  centre.    Preffing  upon  thp  Ruffian 

foot, 


Aug.  25. 
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PART  TI  foot,  uncovered  by  their  already  broken  horfe,  the  Pruf- 
K^m^,m^j  fj^j^  cavalry  puihed  them  back  with  great  flaughtcr,  and 
*  allowed  die  brave  battalions  Icifure  to  recolledl  them- 
felves.  Returning  to  the  charge,  inflamed  with  rage  and 
refentment  at  their  dif^race,  the  Pruflian  mfanty  decided 
tlie  doubtful  conteft.  The  Ruflians  were  every  ^erc 
thrown  into  confufion.  They  no  longer  diftinguifhed 
friends  from  foes :  they  fired  upon  each  other  in  their 
ungovernable  fury,  and  even  plundered  their  own  bag- 
gage. It  was  now  no  longer  a  battle,  but  a  horrid  car- 
nage ;  yet  the  Ruffians,  though  thus  diftracEled  and 
broken,  incredible  as  it  may  fcem,  never  offered  to  quit 
tiie  field.  They  kept  their  ground  till  feven  o'clock  in 
th-j  evening,  when  they  made  a  new  ftruggle  for  viftory, 
and  darkncfs  only  put  a  flop  to  the  effufion  of  bload. 
Ten  thoufand  of  their  bell  troops  were  left  dead  on  the 
fpot,  and  about  half  that  number  was  mortally  wounded. 
The  lofs  of  the  Pruffians,  did  not  exceed  fifteen  hundred 
men*  • 

The  Ruffians,  in  confcquence  ofthisfevcrechaftifc- 
mcnt,  retreated  before  the  victors  as  far  as  Landfperg 
on  the  frontiers  of  Poland  j  and  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
happy  in  having  freed  his  dominions  from  fuch  a  dread- 
ful fcourge,  hallencd  to  the  relief  of  his  brother  Henry, 
no^A'  cncompaiTcd  with  enemies,  and  in  the  greatcft 
danger  of  being  utterly  cut  of-'.  He  had  to  oppofc  not 
only  the  Army  of  tho  F.rnpir.,  mu.'h  fuperior  to  his 
own  i  the  gram!  Aui Irian  army  alfo  had  entered  Saxony, 
under  marefchal  Daun  :  and  both  thefe  armies  propofcd 
to  attack  him  at  once.  But  fortunately  his  own  jlrong 
pofition  at  Dippofewj^lJe,  v/hich  he  had  chofen  inordw 
to  cover  Drcfden,  and  command  the  courfe  of  the  Elb*, 
and  the  timely  arrival  of  the  Piuffian  monarch,  extri- 

j().  I.ettcrf  from   the  King  of  Pru3x3>  '^        in   Loni.   GstHitt 

cated 
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catcd  him  from  all  his  difficulties,  and  difconcerted  the     L>:ttfr 

XXXIII. 

dcfigiis  of  his  enemies.     They  could  not  even  prevent    y^'  ^      \ 

the  king  from  joining  him.     And  on  this  junction,     A*  D.  1758- 

marefchal   Daun   retired  from  the  neighbourhood  of       ^^* 

Drefden,  and  fell  back  as  far  as  Zittaw  ;  while  the  Army 

of  the  Empire  took  flielter  in  the  ftrong  poft  pf  Pima, 

which  the  Saxons  had  occupied  at  the  beginning  of  the 

war. 

But  the  Auftrian  commander,  though  induced  by 
his  extreme  caution  to  avoid  an  immediate  engagement, 
did  not  for  a  moment  lofe  fight  of  his  antagonift.  Ad- 
vantageoufly  ported  at  Stolpen,  he  prefer ved  a  commu- 
nication with  the  Army  of  the  Empire,  and  watched  the 
motions  of  his  Pruflian  majefty  with  as  keenanattejition 
as  ever  Fabius,  to  whom  he  has  been  compared,  did 
thofe  of  the  great  Carthaginian  general. 

The  king  of  Pruflia,  after  various  movements,  for 
protefting  Brandenburg  from  the  incurfions  of  the  Auf- 
trians,  and  cutting  oft'  their  communication  with  Bohe- 
mia, took  port  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hochkirchen, 
with  his  left  at  Bautzen  ;  whence  he  could  command 
both  Mifnia  and  Lufatia,  and  at  the  fame  time  pre- 
ferve  a  communication  with  the  army  of  prince  Henry. 
Mareichal  Daun,  who  had  obfervcd  thefe  motions  with 
concern,  advanced  to  Kitlitz,  and  came  to  a  refolution 
of  attacking  the  Pruflian  camp  by  furprife  ;  as  the  only 
means  of  prefening  his  footing  in  Saxony,  or  finding 
his  way  out  of  it  with  fafcty. 

Having  communicated  this  defign  to  the  prince  of 
Deiixponts,  who  rtill  commanded  the  Army  of  the  Em- 
pire, the  Auftrian  general  put  his  army  in  motion  about 
midnight,  and  arrived  at  the  place  of  his  deftination, 
undifcovered,  by  five  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  oet,  14. 
pruflian  right  wing  was   furprifed  ^d  routed ;   and 

nurefchai 
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TART  It  marcfchal  Keith  and  prince  Francis  of  Brunfwick  wm 
Jul?T^,  J^Jll^d)  '»  bravdy  attempting  to  turn  the  tide  of  battle. 
Their  efforts,  however,  were  not  without  effeft.  Prince 
Francis  was  early  flain  ;  but  Keith,  at  the  head  of  the 
Pruflian  infantry,  obilinatcly  maintained  the  combat  a- 
gainft  the  whole  weight  of  the  Auftrian  army.  Though 
wounded  he  refufed  to  quit  the  field.  He  ftill  conti- 
nued to  animate  the  companions  of  his  perils ;  and  he 
had  rcpulfeJ  the  Ayiftrians,  by  bis  perfcvcring  valour, 
;!nd  was  purfuing  them,  when  he  received  the  deadlj 
bullet  in  his  breall  '"*. 

The  king  of  Pruflia,  who  never  ftood  more  in  need 
of  all  his  firmn'jfs,  aiftivity,  and  prefence  of  mind,  now 
affumed  in  perfon  the  command  of  his  gallant  inhntTj, 
But  finding  it  impradlicable  to  recover  the  village  of 
Hochkirchcn,  which  had  been  loft  in  the  firft  furprifc^ 
he  ordered  his  right  wing  to  fall  back  as  far  as  Wciflcn- 
berg,  the  left  ftill  remaining  at  Bautzen.  This  pofitioQ 
was  nearly  as  good  as  the  former.  But  his  Pniffiaa 
majefty,  befide  the  lofs  of  reputation  infeparablefroma 
defeat,  had  loft  two  able  general.-,  fcven  thouiimd  brave 
men,  and  the  greater  part  of  hib  camp-ccjuipage  *',    Yet 

10.  I. lord,  vol.  i.  iVTurcfthal  Keith  \va<  brother  to  the  attainted 
rari  Maifhal  of  Sculand;  hail  hccu  ciipa^.J  wiih  him  in  the  le- 
bcllioii  in  1715,  and  wais  ohli^ifil  on  that  account  to  abandon  hi| 
t'lii'.rry.  He  rdifcJ  himitlf  to  the  nink  ot  a  iicutcnaat-gcneral  ia 
the  Ki:niau  Krvicc  in  17  ;rf,  and  hijjhly  dilhnjjuiflicd  himfeif  agaifiA 
t'le  Turks  in  173",  cfpcciully  at  ti)e  tiklnj;  of  Oczakow,  vrheR  be 
>N.t&  wounded.  Ill  1741  4nd  1 -:'4z  he  conimaiiJcd  agiini)  the  Swcdcii 
;inl  c:;iii:r  I  the  hattlc  of  Wi.liami^rand.  In  1747  he  quitted  the 
Ru;y:.in  fcrvicc,  and  enttrcd  that  of  PiuHia.  In  174;  hewainnJr 
a  l:u:s:ht  of  the  Black  Kagle  aud  govcrm  r  of  Berlin,  with  a  peoikia 
t'i  twelve  tl'onj'.ind  dol  ars,  hcfide  his  pay.  In  the  prefrnt  ivar  be 
;»pproved  himfe:f  4  jrpat  commander.  He  was  a  middle-fi^d  fSMt 
ivith  a  very  martial  countcos^uce,  but  of  a  humane  and  beneToknS 
tsn<p-r.     Id.  ibid. 

11.  Piuiii*in  iuid  Auflrian  GazeUt*  comparci).  . 
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had  the  Auftrians  fmall  caufe  of  exultation.    Ifhcy  had  LEii  f-it 

fofl  about  the  fame  number  of  men,  without  accom-  >^>^x*»»- 

pli  iWng  their  purpofe.    The  vanquifhcd  enemy  was  ftiU  a.  D,  i  jji. 
fgrmidable. 

Of  this  the  vivElofs  had  foon  many  diftinguiOied 
proofs.  So  little  was  the  kin;  of  PrufSa  difcouraged  by 
his  defeat,  that  he  offered  batde  to  marefchal  Daun 
mmediatcly  after  it.  And  as  the  Aullrian  com- 
nrinJer  not  only  declined  the  challenge,  but  kept  cau- 
iioiifly  within  his  f  jrtiiied  ca'np,  (in  hopes  of  amuling 
lis  heroic  antagonift,  whon  he  diiril  not  openly  meet 
!n  the  field,  till  fome  blow  could  be  given  in  another 
:]uarter,  or  fome  new  advantage  ftolen  in  an  unguarded 
lour)  the  proteilor  of  his  people,  and  the  avenger  of 
iicir  wrongs,  took  a  bolder  method  of  (hewing  his  fi- 
perior  generalfliip,  and  of  recovering  that  trophy  which 
^ad  been  torne  from  his  brow,  not  by  the  fword  of  va- 
lour, but  by  the  wily  hand  of  ftratagem.  Darting,  like 
the  lightning  of  Heaven,  to  a  diftant  fcene  of  a£Kon, 
tic  ftrack  his  enemies  with  terror  and  mankind  with  ad- 
miration. 4 

The  Auflrian  generals,  flarfche  and  de  Ville,  having 
already  formed  the  ficge  of  Neifs  and  the  blockade  of 
Colel,  his  PrufTian  majefty  faw  the  neceflity  of  march- 
ing to  the  relief  of  Silcfia,  be  the  fate  of  Saxony  what  it 
night.  Committing  this  important  conqueft  to  the  care 
yf  his  brother  Henry,  he  accordingly  quitted  his  camp 
tt  Dobrefchutz  ;  and  by  tlie  celerity  of  his  motions  foon  o^,  t^ 
Irrived,  without  any  obftru^lion  from  the  enemy,  in  the 
i>Iain  of  Gortitz. 

In  confequence  of  this  rapid  march,  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  marefchal  Daun's  ftudied  pofition,  and 
ill  the  promifcd  fruits  of  his  boafted  viAory  at  Hoch- 
kirchen,  were  loft  in  a  moment.  'An  open  paflage 

into 
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PART  II.  jj^Q  Silefia  now  lay  before  the  Pruflian  monarch.  And 
A.D.  J758.  he  purfucd  h'S  route  without  interruption,  or  any  con- 
fiderablc  lofs  j  though  general  Laudohn  hung  upon  his 
rear  with  twenty-four  thoufand  men,  and  another  army 
was  fcnt  to  attack  him  in  front.  In  fpite  of  the  efforts 
of  all  thcfe  arniies,  the  intrepid  Frederick  accom^' 
Nov.  I.  plifhed  his  purpofe,  and  defeated  the  dcdgns  of  his  nu- 
merous enemies.  The  fiege  of  Ncifs  was  raifcd  on  his 
approach,  as  was  the  blockade  of  Cofel ;  and  the  ar- 
mies, under  the  generals  Harfche  and  de  Ville,  fell  back 
into  Bohemia  **. 

Havimg  thus  driven  the  Auftrlans  out  of  Silefia, 
without  being  under  the  neceflity  of  hazarding  a  batde, 
the  king  of  Pruffia  inftantly  returned  by  the  fame  route, 
and  with  the  fame  exjxjdition,  to  the  relief  of  Saxony, 
now  in  a  mamier  covered  with  the  forces  of  his  ene- 
mies.    The  Army  of  the  Empire  had  obliged  prince 
Henry  to  abandon  his  pofl  at  Sedlitx,  and  had  cut  off 
his  communication  with  Leipfic,  at  the  fame  time  that 
marefchal  Daun  attempted  to  obflrut^  his  communica- 
tion witli  Drcfdcn.     He   found  means,   however,  to 
throw  himlclf  into  the  hitter,  a»id  afterward  to  retire  to 
the  other  fide  of  the  Flbc.     Meanwhile  the  Auftrians 
and  Imperialifts  laid  ficge  to  thofe  two  important  places, 
while  a  third  army  advanced  toward  Torgaw,  and  in- 
Nor.  9.      vcdcd  that  flrong  fortrcfs.    But  Drcfdcn,  before  which 
marefchal  Daun  appeared,  with  an  army  of  fixty  thou- 
fand men,  and  which  was  defended  only  by  the  fifth  part 
of  that  number,  was  the  enemy's  grand  objeil.    Count 
Schemettau,  the  Pruflian  governor,  was  therefore  under 
the  neccfiity  of  fetting  fire  to  the  fuburbs,  in  order  to 
prefcrvc  the  city  for  liis  maftcr  ;  and  two  hundred  and 
fixty-fix  houfes  were  conllimed,  but  very  few  perfons 
loft  their  lives  *'. 

2  2 .  I b  Id  a  3 .  CtrtrJ^aU  of  toe  lila^rdift  tf 
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This  conflagration  has  been  reprefcnted  by  the  cmil-     letter 
farics  of  the  court  of  Vienna, and  by  certain  declamatory      3i>^XHL 
writers,  as  a  terrible  outrage  on  humanity.  But  as  it  ap-    a.  I).  1 758 
pears  that  the  inhabitants  had  timely  notice  of  the  go- 
vernor's intention  '"*,  he  feems  to  have  a£led  in  pcrfccii: 
conformity  with  the  laws  of  war,  even  as  explained  by 
the  benevolent  fpirit  of  Montefquieu.     For  thofe  laws 
require,  That,  in  military  o^^rations,  the  Icaft  pofliblc 
injury,  con  'iftcnt  with  the  acquiution  or  prcfervation  of 
dominion,  be  done  to  the  body  of  the  people  *'. 

By  the  dellruftion  of  the  fuburbs  of  Drefden^  the 
caufe  of  fo  much  clamour  aiid  obloquy,  the  city  was 
rendered  more  fjcure.  It  could  not  now  be  taken  but 
by  a  regular  ficgc ;  that  muft  require  time ;  and  the  king 
of  Prudia  was  faft  advancing  to  its  relief.  Thefe  con- 
fiderations  induced  marcfchal^  Daun  to  relinquifh  his 
enterprife  :  and  the  Pruflian  monarch,  a  few  days  after,  Nov.  2c. 
entered  Drefdcn  in  triumph.  The  fiege  of  Leipfic  was 
raifed  ;  that  of  Glogaw  had  before  been  given  up  ;  and 
the  Auftrian  and  imperial  armies  retired  into  Bohemia, 
where  they  went  into  winter-quarters,  without  attempt- 
ing any  thing  farther.  Nor  was  this  all.  The  Ruffians 
who,  in  their  retreat,  had  inverted  Colberg,  in  Pruffian 
Pomeraiiia,  were  obliged  to  abandon  the  undertaking 
with  difgrace  ;  and  the  Swedes,  who  had  entered  the 
(ame  country,  wore  not  more  fortunate  in  their  opera- 
tions than  their  barbarous  allies  *^.  The  king  ^of  PrufEit, 
triumphant  over  all  his  enemies,  appeared  greater  than 
ever.  Equally  diftinguifhed  by  valour  and  conduit, 
the  exploits  of  every  other  commander  were  lolt  in  the 
fplendourof  bis  victories  ai^d  retreats. 

While  thofe  illuftrious  atchievements  were  per- 
forming in  Germany,  the  grand  theatre  of  ^^'ar,  the 

a4.  Id.  ibid.  25*  LBfptit  dts  Loim,  Ui^x. 

ftC«7orc:ga  Gazette*  ^  pafllm. 
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PART  IT.  Britifh  arms  had  recovered  their  luftrc,  both  by  latid  and 
JLD^ijlL  ^^'  ^^^  vigorous  and  enterprifing  fpirit  of  the  prime 
minifter  feemed  to  communicate  itfelf  to  all  ranks  and 
clafles  of  men,  but  more  efpecially  to  the  officers  of  the 
army  and  navy.  Patriotic  zeal  took  place  of  fluggiih 
indifference,  prompt  dccifion  of  wavering  hefitationi 
and  fearlefs  exertion  of  timid  caution.  The  nerve  of 
a<^on  was  new  ftrung.  Every  boTom  panted  for 
fame,  and  for  an  opportunity  of  retrieving  the  national 
honour. 

That  bold  fpirit  of  cnterprife,  which  caught  ftefh 
fire  from  the  king  of  Pruffia*9  vidtories,  and  the  fuc- 
ceffes  of  the  army  under  prince  Ferdinand,  was  aUb  in- 
flamed by  certain  fortunate  events  at  fea,  in  the  begin' 
ning  of  the  feafon.    As  admiral  Ofborn  was  cruifing  oS 
the  coaft  of  Spain  between  Cape  de  (jatt  and  Cardu-* 
gena,  he  fell  in  with  a  French  fquadron,  on  the  28th 
of  February,  confifting  of  three  fail  of  the  line  and  a 
frigate,  commanded  by  the  marquis  du  Quefiie.     The 
frigate  efcaped  by  fwiftnefs  of  failing.     But  two  of  the 
fliips  of  the  line,  the  Foudroyant  of  eighty  guns  and  the 
Orpheus  of  fixty-four,  were  taken  after  an  obftinate  re- 
fiftance  5  and  the  third,  named  the  Oriflamme,  was 
driven  a-fhore  near  the  caftle  of  Aiglos,  where  Ihc 
found  (helter  under  the  Spanifli  neutrality  ^^ 

This  was  a  fharp  blow.  The  French  not  only  loft 
two  capital  ftiips,  but  faw  them  added  to  the  Britifh 
navy.  Nor  was  that  their  only  misfortune  by  fea.  Sir 
Edward  Hawke,  in  the  beginning  pf  April,  difperfed 
and  drove  on  ftiorc,  near  the  ifle  of  Aix,  a  French  fleet 
confifting  of  five  fiiips  of  the  line,  fix  frigates,  and  forty 
tranfports,  having  on  board  three  thoufand  troops,  wiA 
a  hu-ge  quantity  of  provilions  and  ftores,  intended  fof 

a;.  Letfir  from  admiral  Osborne,  March  11,  1-5?, 
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he  fupport  of  their  fetdcments  in  North  America  *•.     ^^Jj^^ 
Two  other  f  onvoys  were  difperfed,  and  feveral  tranf-    ^^^..^^^...i^ 
xrfts  taken  \  and,  on  the  29th  of  May  the  Raifonable,    A-^-  '7S8« 
I  French  (hip  of  the  line,  commanded  by  the  prince  dc 
Mombazon,  having  on  board  fix  hundred  and  thirty 
nen,  and  mounting  fixty-four  guns,  was  taken  by  cap- 
auh  Dennis  in  the  Dorfetfhire,  an  Englilh  feventy*gun 
DuJH  after  a  finart  engagement. 

RbusED  to  enthufiafm  by  thcfe  vi£lories,  and  the 
riling  paffion  for  glory,  the  people  of  England,  who  had 
h  htely  trembled  under  the  apprehenfions  of  a  French 
iuvafion,  now  talked  of  nothing  but  carrying  hoftilities 
bto  Ae  heart  of  France.  And  the  popular  minifter,  in^ 
ftead  of  regulating  that  enthufiafm,  by  confining  it  to  its 
jropcr  element,  or  direding  its  energy  againft  impor-^ 
tint  objefts,  allowed  it  to  take  its  own  wild  fwecp,  and 
fpchd  the  ftrongeft  impulfe  of  its  force  in  air. 

A  NBW  expedition  to  the  coaft  of  France  was  plan* 
ned,  notwithftanding  the  mifcarriage  of  the  former,  and 
die  difgrace  it  had  brought  upon  the  Britifh  arms  j  fuch 
adeicentbeing  reprefented  by  the  Great  Commoner,  as 
Ae  moft  efFedual  means  of  ferving  his  majefty's  Ger- 
man allies,  by  drawing  the  attention  of  the  enemy  to 
their  own  internal  defence,  and  confequently  of  weaken- 
ii^  their  efforts  upon  the  Rhine.  Two  ftrong  fqua* 
drooSy  deftincd  for  this  fcrvice,  were  accordingly  equip- 
ped ;  the  greater,  confiding  of  eleven  fhips  of  the  line, 
coimnanded  by  the  admirals  Anfon  and  Hawkc,  and  the 
ioaSlelt  of  four  fail  of  the  line,  feven  frigates,  fix  floops, 
two  fire-(hips,  two  bomb-ketches,  ten  cutters,  twenty 
lenSers,  ten  ftore-fhips,  and  one  hundred  tranfports,  un- 
4er  the  diredlion  of  commodore  Howe.     The  forces 

.  SI.  Letter  from  Sir  Edward  Hawkc,  April  ii,  1758. 

Vol.  V.  .  Y  .    embarked. 
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JJ^^^^TIJ.    embarked,  for  the (ame  purpofe, confifted of fixteen  rc- 
A.  D,  ly^jg,  gimcnts  of  foot,  nine  troops  of  light  horfc,  and  fix  tbou- 
fand  marines,  under  the  command  o^the  duke  of  Marl-^ 
borough,  aflifted  by  lord  George  Sackville. 

That  gf-eat  armament  failed  from  the  iflc  of  Wight 
( wher6  the  troops  had  been  for  Tome  time  encamped)  in 
Ac  beginning  of  June,  leaving  every  heart  elated  widi 
the  higheft  hopes  of  its  fuccefs.  Nor  did  thefe  hopes 
feem  ill  founded.  The  admirals  Anfon  and  Ha^e^ 
widi  the  fleet  under  their  command,  proceeded  to  the 
bay  of  Bifcay,  in  order  to  fpread  more  widely  the  alanoi 
and  watch  the  motion  of  the  French  fquadron  in  Breft 
harbour ;  while  commodore  Howe  with  the  tran(pQit% 
and  the  fquadron  appointed  for  their  protection,  fteered 
direffly  to  St.  Malo,  a  fea-port  town  on  the  coaft 
of  Brittany,  againft  which  the  armament  feemed  to  have 
been  deftined,  if  it  had  any  particular  objed.  As  the 
place  appeared  too  ftrong  to  admit  of  an  attempt  on  the 
fide  next  the  fea,  the  troops  were  difembarked  in  Can- 
calle  Bay,  about  two  leagues  diftant,  with  a  view  of  at« 
tacking  it  on  the  land-fidc  But  it  was  found,  when 
reconnoitered,  to  be  equally  inacceffible  on  that  fide,  ex- 
cept by  regular  approaches,  for  which  the  invaders  were 
not  prepared**.  They  therefore  contented  themfelves 
with  deftroying  the  (hipping  and  naval  ftores  at  St.  Scr- 
van,  a  kind  of  fuburb  of  St.  Malo,  and  returned  to  Spit- 
head  without  attemping  any  thing  farther. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  expedition,  though  confider- 
able,  by  no  mcari'>  anfwered  the  ardour  of  public  cx- 
peftation.  But  th«it  ardour  was  again  excited,  by  the 
moft  vigorous  preparations  for  a  new  armament,  which 

a».  London  Gazette^  June,  17,  1785.  See  al/b  LeUer  from  an  rf* 
ficer  on  board  the  LfTcxy  cpmiaodore  Howe's  (hip. 
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failed  from  Su  Helen's  on  the  firft  of  Auguft ;  Ac  LF.JTER 
lan^-forces  commanded  by  lieutenant-general  Bligh  (die  '  ^_^^^ 
duke  erf*  Marlborough,  and  lord  George  Sackville  hav-  A.  D.iys'* 
ing  been  fent  to  command  the  Britifh  forces  in  Ger- 
many), and  the  fleet  and  tranfports  under  the  con- 
dud  of  commodore  Howe.  The  troops  were  difem- 
barked  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cherburg,  vidiich  being 
an  open  town  on  the  land-dde,  was  entered  without  op- 
pofition.  A  neglected  mole  was  demolifhed ;  a  contri- 
bution of  three  thoufand  pounds  was  levied  upon  the 
inhabitants ;  and  twenty-one  pieces  of  cannon  were 
carried  ofl^in  triumph,  and  pompoufly  exhibited  to  the 
view  of  the  Englifh  populace,  as  the  ipoils  of  France. 
Aitei:  they  had  been  fhewn  in  Hyde  Park  to  gaping 
multitudes,  they  were  drawn  through  the  principal 
ftreets  of  London  with  the  greateft  military  parade,  and 
formally  lodged  in  the  Tower. 

But  the  Brltlfli  minlftry  had  foon  reafon  to  repent 
of  this  empty  ovation,  which  flattered  fo  highly  the  pre- 
judices of  the  vulgar,  and  gratified,  for  a  moment,  the 
natiotial  paflion  for  glory  and  conquefl^.  While  the 
people  of  England  were  exulting  over  the  taking  of  a 
place  lefs  confiderable  than  many  of  their  own  fifliing-  * 

towns,  the  vldorious  battalions  were  expofed  to  the 
mbft  imminent  peril. 

Having  reimbarked  the  troops  at  Cherburg  without 
moleftatiorij  the  commander  in  chief  (for  reafons  beft 
known  to  himfelf)  made  his  fecond  landing  in  the  bay 
of  St.  Lunar,  two  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  St.  Malo, 
againft  which  he  feemcd  determined  to  hazard  an 
attempt ;  though  the  town  was  now  in  a  better  ftatc 
of  defence,  than  when  an  attack  had  been  judged  im- 
pradicable  by  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  and  the  num* 
bcr  of  the  aflfailants  much  fewer !  —  General  Bligh,  ac* 
Y  2  cordingly, 
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PART  II.     cordingly,  foon  difcovercd  his  miftakc.     The  defign 

])j[|'^]^'7-r8'.    upon  St.  Malo  was  laid  afide ;   but  it  was  refblved  to 

penetrate  into  the  country,  and  do  fomething  for  the 

honour  of  the  Britifh  arms,  before  the  troops  were  put 

on  board  the  tranfports. 

In  conformity  with  this  refolution,  the  fleet,  which 
could  not  ride  with  fafety  in  the  bay  of  St.  Lunar,  quit- 
ted that  ftation,  and  anchored  in  the  bay  of  St.  Cas, 
about  three  leagues  to  the  wcftward  j  while  the  land- 
forces  proceeded,  by  Guildo,  to  the  village  of  Matignoi^ 
where  they  difpcrfcd  a  fmall  body  of  French  troops,  and 
encamped  within  three  miles  of  the  tranfports,  in  order 
to  prevent  their  retreat  being  cut  off.  Here  the  Hritifli 
commanders  were  informed,  that  the  duke  d'Aguillon, 
governor  of  Brittany,  had  advanced  from  Brcft  to  Lam- 
bale,  within  fix  mile*?  of  their  camp,  at  the  head  of 
twelve  battiuions  and  fix  fquadrons  of  regular  troops, 
and  two  regiments  of  militia.  A  retreat  was  iinmedi- 
ately  judged  neccfiary  j  but  the  meafures  for  carrying  it 
into  execution  were  flow  and  injudicious.  Inftead  of 
decamping  in  the  night  without  noife,  by  which  they 
might  probably  have  reached  the  ftiore  before  the  French 
had  the  leaft  intelligence  of  their  army  being  in  mo- 
tion, the  drums  were  beat  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, as  if  with  intention  to  give  notice  to  tlie  enemy, 
who  inftaiitly  repeated  the  Uivic  fignal;  and,  although 
the  march  v/ai.  bes^un  foon  alter,  fo  many  were  the  ob- 
ftruftions,  tha  they  did  not  reach  the  bay  of  St.  Cas  till 
nine  o'clock.  Six  hours  were  fpeiii  in  marching  three 
miles ;  yet  might  the  embarkation  liave  been  cficcled 
without  lofe,  if  it  had  been  properly  conducted.  But  in 
this,  as  in  every  thing  clfe,  the  grcateft  blunders  were 
committed. 

Th£ 
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The  Englilh  commanders,  filled  with  delufivc  con-    LETTER 
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fidencc,  fcem  to  have   flattered  themfelves  that  no    ■   — M-.,Jr 
Frenchman  durft  look   an  Engliihman  in  the  face.     a.d.i75«. 
Hence,  from  the  moment  they  had  intelligence  of  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  they  appear  to  have  been  under 
the  influence  of  fear  or  infatuation;  like  all  men  who 
have  over-rated  their  own  courage,  or  undervalued  that 
6f  an  antagonift.     All  the  troops,  however,  were  em- 
barked before  the  French  began  to  prcfs  hard  upon 
them,  except  the  grenadiers  and  the  firft  regiment  of 
foot-guards,  who  had  the  honour  of  remaining  longeft 
on  hoftile  ground.     This  gallant  body,  confifting  of 
fifteen  hundred  men,  attempted  to  form  and  face  the 
grcady  fuperior  enemy.      But  their  refolution  failed 
them :  they  fell  into  confufion  :  they  fled ;  and  rufhed 
into  the  fea,  or  were  flaughtcred  on  the  beach.     Of 
thofe  who  took  refuge  in  the  waves,  a  confiderable  num- 
ber were  faved  by  the  boats  of  the  fleet,  and  about  four 
hundred  of  the  fugitives  were  made  prifoncrs.     Among 
the  killed  and  drowned  were  general  Drury  and  Si/ 
John  Armitage,  with  many  other  gentlemen  of  rank  and^ 
fortune,  who  had  a£led  as  volunteers :— and  with  them 
perifhed  near  a  thoufand  of  the  fineft  troops  in  Chriften- 
dom*^ 

Such  was  the  unfortunate  iflue  of  our  ill  concerted 
expeditions  to  the  coall  of  France,  which  involved  the 
nation  in  an  enormous  expence,  without  being  attended 
with  any  adequate  advantage  '♦.  They  contributed  how- 
ever, for  a  time,  to  roufe  the  fpir  i  t  of  the  people,  and  to  en- 

«}•  Lond.  Gszitte,  Sept.  iS,  175S. 

24.  **  Could  wc  hafc  burnt  the  enemy's  docks,  finres,  &c.  at 
••  Brcft  «nd  Rochfort,"  fayi  general  Lloyd,  <»  it  would  have  been 
*<  a  fenrice  of  great  importance,  and  worth  trying ;  but  00  other 
**  ohje6t  was  by  any  meant  equal  to  the  riik  or  the  expence.'* 
ff.  •Jtht  Wf  in  CiTWumyf  &c.  vol.  ii.  p,  igo. 

Y  3  courage 
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PART  n.  courage  the  pafllon  for  enterprife  ;  but  as  neither  their 
^^^^g,  fucccfs  nor  their  objeiVs  correfponded  with  the  hppe$ 
which  fuch  vail;  preparations  ralfed,  they  had  finally,  a 
contrary  effeft.  The  people,  though  fubjeft  to  delu- 
fion,  are  not  utterly  bfind.  They  faw  the  diiproportion 
between  means  and  ends,  between  great  armaments  and 
petty  aims.  And  the  difafter  at  £t.  Cas,  which  was  the 
more  keenly  felt  as  it  was  altogether  unexpected,  and 
immediately  followed  the  rejoicings  for  the  taking  of 
Cherburg,  diflipated  all  our  romantic  ideas  of  acquirii^ 
conqueft  in  France,  or  annihilating  the  French  navy  by 
deftroying  their  principal  fca-ports  j  while  it  exalted  be- 
yond meafure  the  fpirit  of  that  volatile  nation,  which 
had  been  deprcfled  and  mortified  by  the  infulting  de- 
fcents  made  upon  their  coafts  witii  impunity.  They 
now  magnified  into  a  mighty  vidory  their  accidientil 
good  fortune,  in  cutting  ofF  the  rear-guard  of  a  mit 
guided  party  of  defultory  invaders. 

But  whatever  confolation  France  might  derive  from 
the  check  which  had  been  given  to  the  ravagers  of  her 
coafts,  the  folid  advantages  acquired  by  the  Englilh  in 
other  quarters  of  the  globe,  nfforded  them  abundant 
caufe  of  triumph,  exclufiye  of  uich  fugitive  conquefts. 
In  North  America,  wiicnce  we  had  hitherto  received 
only  accounts  of  delay,  difafter,  and  difgrace,  our  afliirs 
had  taken  a  new  and  highly  favourable  turn. 

As  lord  Loudon  had  returned  to  England  on  account 
cf  Tome  d i  flat  isfaQ ions  in  regard  to  the  conduft  of  die 
war,  the  chief  command  in  America  devolved  upon  gc- 
neral  Abercrombie  ;  but  the  plan  of  operations  being 
extenfive,  the  forces  were  divided  into  three  feparatcbo- 
dies,  under  as  many  different  commanders.  About 
twelve  thoufand  men,  under  major-general  Anifaerft, 
were  deftmcd  for  the  fiegc  of  Loui(burg  j  near'fiitccn 

tboufiuK^ 
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thoufani  under  Abcrcrombie  in  ncrfon,  were  refervcd  LETTER 
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for  the  rcdudion  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point ;  and  ^  -  r 
eight  thoufand,  commanded  by  brigadier-general  For-  A.D,  175!. 
bes,  were  ordered  to  attack  Fort  du  Quefne. 

The  redu£lion  of  Cape  Breton  being  an  object  of 
prime  concern,  it  was  undertaken  with  all  poflible  dif- 
patch.  The  army  under  general  Amherft,  augmented 
with  too  thouland  frefli  troops  from  England,  embarked 
at  Halifax,  on  the  24th  of  May,  and  on  the  fecond  of 
June,  the  fleet  and  tranfports,  confifting  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty- feven  fail,  under  the  direSion  of  Admiral  Bof- 
cawen,  arrived  before  Louifburg.  The  garrifon  of  the 
place,  commanded  by  the  chevalier  de  Drucourt,  con- 
fifted  of  two  thoufend  five  hundred  regular  troops,  and 
about  fix  hundred  militia*  The  harbour  was  feciured  by 
five  fliips  of  the  line,  one  fifty-gun  (hip  ^d  five  frigates, 
three  of  which  were  funk  acrofs  the  mouth  of  the  ba- 
fon.  It  was  therefore  neceffary  to  difembark  the  troops 
at  fome  diftance  from  the  town.  The  place  chofen  for 
that  purpofe  was  the  creek  of  Cormoran ;  and  as  foon  a^ 
the  landing,  which  was  attended  with  fome  difficulty 
bpt  little  lofs,  was  fully  effedled,  and  the  artillery  and 
ftores  brougl)t  on  fhore,  the  town  was  formally  in-t 
ycfted  *5. 

The  fir  ft  thing  attempted  by  the  befiegers,  was  to  fcn 
cure  a  poft  called  the  Llght-houfe  Battery.  That  fervicc 
-j^ras  performed  by  general  Wolfe,  with  all  the  vigour 
and  celerity  for  which  he  was  fo  much  diftinguifhed« 
On  this  elevated  point  were  erected  feveral  batteries, 
yrhich  played  upon  (he  fhips  and  the  fortifications  on 
^e  oi^ofite  fide  of  the  harbour.    For  fix  weqks,  how^ 

Sf.   Lond.  GaTtette^  Aug.  iZ,^  ixsl*    1^*1  Caiipaignf  im  North 
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PART  n.    cycr,  did  the  place  hold  put,  and  the  French  Ihips  coiw 

JLd'i  8-  ^^""^  ^^  ^^  "P^"  ^^  beficgers,  and  to  obftrudl  their 
operations,  At  length,  on  the  2 1 ft  of  July,  one  of  ^ 
great  fhips  blew  up,  and  the  flames  being  conii|iuni<ff 
cated  to  two  o^ers,  they  alio  fhared  the  {ame  fate* 

As  the  enemy,  notwithftanding  this  misfortune  ftiO 
refufed  to  furrender,  the  Englifh  admiral  (who  during  die 
whole  fiege  had  done  everything  poifiblc  tofecondAe 
efforts  of  the  land-forces)  fent  into  the  harbour  a  detach- 
ment of  fix  hundred  feamen  in  boats,  headed  by  thecapv 
tains  Laforey  and  Balfour,  They  boarded  the  tworemaii{« 
ing  fhips  of  the  line,  which  ft  ill  kept  poiTeflion  of  the  ba- 
fon  5  deftroyed  one,  which  was  aground,  and  tonml 
off  the  other  in  triumph.  The  blow  was  decifive.  TTw 
govemoi:  fearing  a  general  affault,  as  feveral  praSicabb 
breaches  were  made  in  the  works,  furrendered  himiUf 
and  his  garrifon  prifoners  of  war :  and  the  whole  ifland 
fubmitted  to  his  Britannic  majefty  »^  With  CapeBretoa 
fell  alfo  the  ifland  of  St.  John,  and  whatever  inferior  ifai-^ 
tions  the  French  had  eftabliftied  for  carrying  on  the  cois 
fifhery  in  the  Gulf  of  St,  Laurence, 

The  reduction  of  Louifburg  was  feverely  felt  by 
France,  efpecially  as  it  had  been  attended  with  the  left  of 
fo  confiderable  a  naval  force,  and  occafioned  the  greateft 
rejoicings  In  England.  But  all  our  enterprifes  in  Amt^ 
rica  were  not  equally  fortunate. 

General  Abercrombie,  in  confcquence  of  his  defign 
of  driving  theFrcnch  fromTiconderago  andCrownPoint, 
had  embarked  upon  Lake  George,  on  the  fifth  of  July, 
Vrith  near  fixteen  thoufand  men,  and  a  numerous  train 
cf  artillery;  and,  after  a  profperous  navigation,  landed 

$6«  14  ibiA  . 
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'Oops  without  oppofition,  and  advanced  in  four  co«    letter 
s  toward  the  firft  objca  of  his  armament.  As  the    ^^^ 
try  through  which  his  march  lay  is  rough  and   ^,0.1751. 
ly,  and  his  guides  were  very  unfkilfid,  the  troops 
bewildered,  and  the  columns  broken.     While  ia 
iiforder,  they  fell  in  with  a  French  detachment, 
i  had  fled  on  their  approach,  being  bewildered 
;e  manner,  A  fkirmiih  enfued,  in  which  the  ene-- 
vere  quickly  routed,  with  the  lofs  of  near  three 
red  men.     But  that  advantage  was  unfortunately 
lafed  with  the  death  of  the  gallant  lord  Howe ;  a 
g  nobleman  of  the  moft  promifing  military  talents, 
had  acquired  the  efteem  and  affed^ion  of  the  troops 
(  geaerofity,  affability,  and  engaging  manners,  as 
ts  by  his  diftinguiihed  valour, 

(18  difafter  excepted,  the  Englifh  army  proceed** 
cefsfully  till  it  reached  Ticonderoga  ;  which  is  fi^ 
I  on  a  point  of  land  between  Lake  George  and  « 
^  gut  that  communicates  with  Lake  Champlain. 
ree  fides  furrounded  with  water,  and  on  the  fourth 
d  by  a  morafs,  that  important  poft  was  ftrongly 
;d,  and  defended  by  near  five  thoufand  men, 
were  flationed  under  the  cannon  of  the  place,  be- 
n  abattis,  or  breaftwork  formed  of  the  trunks  of 
)iled  one  upon  another.  And  they  were  farther 
ed  by  whole  trees,  with  their  branches  outward, 
>f  which  were  cut  and  (harpened,  fo  as  to  anfvver 
rpofe  of  chevaux-de-frizc. 

rwiTHSTANDiNG  this  flrong  pofition,  which  had 
•n  properly  reconnoitred,  it  was  rafhly  refolvcd  to 
the  enemy,  without  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the 
y.  A  difpofition  was  accordingly  made  for  the 
2,  and  the  whole  Englifh  army  put  in  motion. 

The 
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The  troops  advanced  to  the  afTault  with  the  greatcft  ala« 
crity ;  but  all  dicir  moft  vigorous  efForts  proved  ineffec- 
tual. In  vain  did  they  attempt  to  cut  their  way  through 
every  obftacle.  They  could  make  no  impreffion  upon 
the  enemy's  works.  The  general,  therefore,  found  it 
neceflary  to  order  a  retreat,  as  the  only  means  of  fir- 
ing the  remains  of  his  army,  after  it  had  been  cxpof- 
cd  for  four  hours  to  the  covered  fire  of  the  French 
mufquetry.  Near  two  thoufand  men,  including  a 
great  number  of  officers,  were  killed  or  dangerouA^ 
Wouii4^d*', 

In  order  to  repair  the  difgrace  of  this  bloody  repuUc^ 
general  Abercrombie  (who  had  immediately  retired  to 
his  former  camp  on  the  foutherii  fide  of  Lake  Gcorgt) 
detached  colonel  Bradftreet  with  a  body  of  three  thou- 
fand men  againft  Fort  Frontcnac.  The  colonel,  who 
with  great  prudence  and  valour  furmounted  every  diffi- 
culty, brought  his  little  army  to  Ofwego,  where  he  em- 
barked on  Lake  Ontario,  and  arrived  at  the  objc&of 
his  enterprifc  by  the  25th  of  Auguft. 

Fort  Frontcnac  ftands  at  the  communication  of  Laicfl 
Ontario  with  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  the  entrance  into 
which  if  in  fome  mcafurc  commands.  For  a  poft  of 
fuch  moment,  however,  it  was  poorly  fortified,  and 
feebly  garrifoncd.  It  furrcndercd  at  difcretion^  pn  the 
appearance  of  the  Englifh  commander,  whp  found  there 
an  immciifc  quantity  of  provisions  and  raerchandife; 
fixty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  nine  armed  floops  -•. 

The  fuccefs  of  colonel  Bradftreet,  in  all  probability, 
facilitated  the  expedition,  under  general  Forbes,  againft 

J".  Knox's  Carrpatnnt^  Vol.  i.     I.ond.  Gaz'tt^y  Aug.  22,  i;;S. 
28.  Lor;d.  Caze:ff,Oa,  31.  'o 3. 

Fort 
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Fort  du  Quefne.     This  officer  began  his  march  from     v^^.f.^ 
Philadelphia,  in  the  beginning  of  July,  at  the  head  of    ^  -^-   ^ 
eijght  thoufand  men,  through  a  vaft  trad  of  country    ^•^•"75^* 
very  little  known,  and  almoft  impenetrable,  by  reafon 
ot  woods,  mountains,  and  moraffes.     He  made  his  way, 
however,  by  the  moft  incredible  exertions  of  vigour  and 
•  perfeverance  ;  procured  provifions,  fecured  camps,  and 
furmounted  every  other  difficulty  in  his  tedious  pro- 
grefs,  though  continually  harrafled  by  parties  of  hoftile 
Indians. 

Having  advanced  with  the  main  body  of  his  army  as 
far  as  Ray's  Town,  diftant  about  fourfcore  miks  from 
Fort  du  Quefne,  general  Forbes  detached  major  Grant, 
at  the  head  of  eight  hundred  men,  to  reconnoitre  the 
place.  Unfortunately  the  major's  approach  was  difco- 
vered  by  the  enemy,  who  fent  a  more  numerous  body 
of  troops  againft  him.  A  defperate  combat  eniued, 
which  was  gallantly  maintained  by  the  Britifh  detach- 
ment for  more  than  three  hours ;  but  being  at  length 
overpowered  by  fuperior  force,  it  was  obliged  to  give 
way.  About  three  hundred  men  were  killed  or  made 
prifoners,  and  among  the  latter  was  major  Grant,  with 
nineteen  other  officers. 

This  fevere  check,  fo  fatal  to  the  reconnoitring 
party,  did  not  prevent  general  Forbes  from  advancing 
with  the  main  body  of  his  army,  though  ignorant  of  the 
enemy's  numbers.  Regardlefs  of  danger,  he  only  longed 
for  an  opportunity  of  retaliation.  The  French,  how- 
ever, dreading  the  profpeft  of  a  fiege,  deprived  him  of 
the  pleafure  of  revenge,  by  abandoning  the  difputed  poft, 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  November.  They  retired 
1^    down  the  Ohio,  to  their  fettlements  on  the  MiffilBppi  *9. 

1^  Lond.  Gazette,  Jan.  iO|  X759« 

The 
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PART  II.    The  Britifli  ftandard  was  crcfted  on  Fort  du  QucfnCi 
A^D.i7sL    which  had  been  the  caufe  of  (o  general  and  fo  deftnic- 
tive  a  war ;  and  the  name  of  Fort  Pitt  wtls  given  to  it^ 
in  honour  of  the  minifter  under  whofc  aufpices  the  ex- 
pedition had  been  undertaken. 

Nor  were  the  conquefts  of  Great  Britain  conim-  * 
ed  folcly  to  North  America.  Two  fhips  of  the  line 
with  fome  frigates,  and  a  body  of  marines,  had  been 
defpatched  early  in  the  feafon,  in  order  to  reduce  Ac 
French  fettlcments  on  the  coaft  of  Africa.  They  ac- 
cordingly entered  the  river  Senegal ;  and,  in  fpite  cf 
the  obftrudtions  of  a  dangerous  bar,  which  the  fliips  of 
the  line  could  not  pafs,  they  obliged  Fort  Louis,  which 
commands  the  navigation  of  the  Senegal,  to  furrender, 
and  with  it  all  the  French  fettlements  on  that  river  3». 

But  this  fquadron  being  found  infufficient  to  reduce 
the  ifland  of  Goree,  which  lies,  at  the  diftance  of  thirty 
leagues,  on  the  fame  coaft,  commodore  Keppel,  brother 
to  the  earl  of  Alucmarle,  was  afterward  fent  upon  Aat 
fervice  with  four  (hips  of  the  line,  feveral  frigates,  and 
fcven  hundred  regular  troops,  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Worge.  The  great  fhips  laid  their 
broadfides  to  the  principal  batteries,  and  maintained  fo 
Dec.  29.  ftrong  a  fire,  tliat  the  place  furrcndered  at  difcredon, 
before  the  troops  were  landed  ''.  M.  St.  Jean,  the 
French  governor,  behaved  with  true  courage,  but  was  ill 
fupported  by  his  garrifon. 

The  Britifli  arms  were  lefs  fuccefsful  during  this 
campaign  in  the  Flatt  Indies.  Though  admiral  Pococke, 
whohadfucceeded,  inconfequenceof  thedeath  of  admiral 
Watfon,  to  the  command  of  the  Englifli  fquadron  on 

50.  Londi   Cautte,  June   10,   1758.        31.  Lond.  Gazette^  Jin. 
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the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  had  worfted,  in  two  obftihate    ^^^f^ 
engagements,  the  French  fquadron  under  M.  d'Achc,     j_  -g-  m^ 
he  was  not  able  to  prevent  the  lofs  of  Cudalore  and  Fort    ^ ^*  *^^^ 
St,  David.  Thcfe  two  places  were  reduced  by  the  count 
de  Lally ;  who,  having  been  appointed  governor-gene- 
ral of  all  the  French  poffefBons  in  India,  had  carried  out 
with  him  a  great  force  to  Pondicherry.     He  was  gal- 
lantly alCftcd  in  his  military  operations  by  the  count 
d'Eftaign,  and  flattered  himfelf  with  nothing  lefs  than 
the  conquell  of  all  the  Englifh  fettlements  on  the  coaft 
of  Coromandel. 

Such,  my  dear  Philip,  vi'as  the  ftate  of  the  war, 
in  all  parts  of  the  world,  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  1758. 
Many  checks  had  been  given,  many  vidlories  obtained, 
and  many  conquefts  made  ;  but  thefe  were  not  all  on 
one  fide.  The  fuccefs  was  divided.  All  parties  had 
caufe^  of  hope  or  room  for  confolation ;  and,  in  con- 
fequence .  of  this  fituation  of  affairs,  all  parties  pre- 
pared for  opening  the  enfuing  campaign  with  equal  vi- 
gour, though  the  ftate  of  their  finances  was  very  dif- 
ferent. The  refources  of  England  being  ftill  great,  ftie 
generoufly  continued  her  annual  fubfidy  of  four  millions 
of  dollars  to  the  king  of  Pruflia.  Thofe  of  Auftria  were 
much  cxhaufted,  and  France  was  on  the  eve  of  a  nation* 
al  bankruptcy ;  yet  were  the  efforts  of  both  undiminiflied. 
The  emprefe  of  Ruflia  having  loft  only  men,  readily  fup- 
plied  by  her  boundlefs  dominions,  adhered  to  her  mili- 
tary fyftem,  which  (he  confidered  as  neceflary  to  the  train- 
ing of  her  armies :  and  Sweden  made  no  advances  to- 
ward peace.  The  greateft  exertions  were  difpla)red  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

Germany  however  continued,  as  hitherto,  to  be 
the  grand  theatre  of  military  operations,  though  lefs  of 
conqueft  or  bold  enterprife,     Thefe  found  ekfv/hcre  a 

wider 
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PART  II.  wider  range.  Repeated  trials  of  each  odier's  ftrengdi 
l^r'-'"^  had  here  made  all  parties  more  cautious  ;  becaufe  all 
were  become  fenflble,  that  the  war  could  only  be 
brought  to  a  fuccefsful  iflue  by  patience  and  perfever- 
ance,  not  by  any  iingle  blow.  The  greateft  blows  had 
been  already  ftruck,  yet  peace  feemed  as  diftant  as  ever ; 
though)  in  ftriking  fome  of  thofe  blows,  ruin  itielf  had 
been  hazarded  by  the  illuftrious  Frederick.  Lds  de- 
pendence was  henceforth  placed  in  fortune,  and  more 
in  force  and  fkill.  Experience  had  moderated  the  ar-^ 
dour  of  courage,  and  redified  the  miftaken  concept 
tionS  of  military  fuperiority.  Firmnefs  and  recolledion 
took  place  of  prefumption  and  rafhnefs ;  and  mututl 
cfteem  and  mutual  apprehenfions  of  danger,  of  felf- 
coniidence  and  mutual  contempt. 

The  fire  of  the  king  of  Plnffia^s  genius  alone  feemed 
linabatedb  We  have  feen  in  what  numner  he  obliged 
the  Auftrians  and  the  Army  of  the  Empire  to  evacuate 
Saxony,  at  the  clofe  of  laft  campaign^  while  his  genenb 
forced  the  Ruffians  and  Swedes  to  retire  toward  dieir 
A.D.  t75f.  own  frontiers.  He  began  the  prefent  with  equal  vigouj' 
and  fuccefs :  and  he  had  formed  a  great  fyftem  of  ope- 
rations, in  concert  with  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick. 
One  of  his  generals^  in  the  month  of  February^  dcftroy- 
ed  the  Ruffian  magazines  in  Poland  ;  another  recover- 
ed Anclam,  Demin,  and  all  the  places  the  Swedes  had 
conquered  in  Pomerania;  He  hirhfelfj  by  his  threat- 
ning  motions,  drew  the  Auflriart  army  to  the  frontiers 
of  Silefia.  His  brother  prince  Henry,  who  had  winter- 
ed in  Saxony^  feized  that  opportunity  to  lay  Bohemia 
tinder  contribution  ;  and  afterward  entering  Franco- 
nia,  pufhed  the  Army  of  the  Empire  as  hr  back  as 
Nuremburg. 

To  this  degree  were  the  arms  of  the  king  of  Pruffia 
fuccefeful.     But  certain  unforefeen  events,  partly  de- 
pending 
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ng  upon  himfelf,  partly  upon  others,  difconcerted    ^^xxut 
s  future  plans,  and  gave  a  fiital  reverfe  to  his  af-     ,_  ^-,/ 
The  Ruffians  advanced  toward  Silefia,  notwth-    ^^'  '759f 
ing  the  deftru6tion  of  their  magazines.     And 
e  Ferdinand,  although  early  reinforced  vnth  a 
e  body  of  Britifh  troops,  found  himfelf  unable 
event  the  Army  rfthe  Empire  from  receiving  fuc- 
i  from  that  of  France ;  a  circumftance  on  which 
icceis  of  the  campaign  greatly  depended,  and  on 
h  bis  Pruffian  majefty  had  prefumed,  though  cer- 
f  without  due  confideration. 

Fit  French,  by  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  liberties  of 
Empire,  accompanied  with  an  aft  of  perfidy,  had 
r  themfelves  matters  of  Franckfort  upon  the  Maine, 
utral  and  free  city,  in  the  beginning  of  Janu- 

Thls  was  an  important  acquifition,  as  it  fecured 
em  the  courfe  of  the  Maine  and  the  Upper  Rhine, 
Wch  they  could  readily  receive  every  kind  of  fup- 

It  was  therefore  determined  to  diflodge  them,  if 
ble^  as  foon  as  the  feafon  would  permit  the  allied 
f  to  take  the  field, 

TiTH  this  view,  prince  Ferdinand  aflimbled  his  April  i<n 
ps  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fulda,  and  btgau  his 
ch  toward  the  enemy  at  the  head  of  thirty  thoufand 
J  having  left  the  reft  of  his  forces  to  guard  the  elec- 
tc  of  Hanover,  and  protect  the  bifhoprick  of  Munf- 
Hc  found  the  French  armyj  under  the  duke  dc 
glio,  ftrongly  pofted  near  the  village  of  Bergen,  be- 
en Franckfort  and  Hanau,  yet  did  he  refolve  to  at- 
:  diem.  He  accordingly  drew  up  his  forces  in  order 
attle,  and  advanced  to  the  charge.  But  after  three 
terate  efforts  to  get  poflefnon  of  the  village,-  he  was 
gcd  to  retire  with  the  lofs  of  two  thoufand  men  3-. 

%%,  Fitoch  and  Erglifh  Gazeitet  compared. 

He 
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ART  II.      He  preferved,  however,  fo  good  a  countenance  that  Ae 
ud/i759»    enemy  did  not  attempt  to  piirfue  him. 

The  allies  perhaps  loft  no  honour  by  this  adion. 
But  they  failed  in  their  objeft ;  and  xhat  feilure,  beflde 
thwarting  the  defigns  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  reduced 
themfelves  to  great  diftrefs  for  want  of  provtfions. 
Meanwhile  the  French  enjoyed  plenty  of  every  thing. 
June  3.  And  their  armies  on  the  Upper  and  Lower  Rhine  hav- 
ing formed  a  junftion  near  Marpurg,  proceeded  north- 
ward,  under  the  marefchal  de  Contades ;  who  fixed  his 
head-quarters  at  Corbach,  whence  he  detached  a  body 
of  light  troops  to  take  poffeflion  of  Caflel. 

Finding  himfelf  inferior  to  the  united  forces  <^tfae 
enemy,  prince  Ferdinand  judged  it  prudent  to  retire  as 
they  advanced.  He  left  ftrong  garrifons,  however,  in 
Lipftadt,  Retberg,  Munfter,  and  Minden,  in  order  to 
retard  the  progrcfs  of  the  French  generals.  But  this 
precaution  proved  ineffeftcal.  Retberg  was  furprifed 
by  the  duke  dc  Broglio.  He  alfo  took  Minden  by  af- 
fault  y  and  Munfter,  though  defended  by  a  garrifon  of 
four  thoufand  men,  was  reduced,  after  a  fhort  fiegc. 

It  now  appeared  impoflible  to  prevent  the  French    ■ 
from  making  themfelves  a  fecond  time  mafters  of  his   i 
Britannic  majefty's  German  dominions.     Confidering   \ 
the  conqucft  of  Hanover  as  certain,  the  court  of  Ver- 
faillcs  was  only  occupied  in  contriving  expedients  for   ■ 
fecuring  it ;  and  the  regency  of  that  eledlorate,  willing   i 
to  provide  againft  the  confequences  of  fuch  a  probable   ■ 
event,  again  fent  their  archives  and  moft  valuable  efFcfls 
to  Stade.     All  things  fe;;med  haftening  to  the  fame  fi- 
tuation,  which  brought  en  the  humiliating  convention 
of  Clofter-fevcn  j  cfpecially  as  prince  f^Tdinand  con- 
tinued 
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tinued  to  retire,  and  ftudioufly  kept  up  his  conimu«    ^^JJj^ 
nication  with  the  Wefer.  |_^-^ 

A.  D.  1759* 

But  that  accompliihed  general,  though  weakened 
by  his  loflTes,  was  not  difconcerted.     He  (aw  his  dan- 
ger, and  was  prepared  to  meet  it.     Although  naturally 
cautious,  he  refolved,  under  the  prefTure  of  neceffity,  to 
purfue  a  bold  line  of  condu£l,  inftead  of  taking  refuge 
in  defpair,  or  feeking  an  apology  for  misfortune  in  the 
gloom  of  public  defpondency.     The  moment  he  found 
nothing  but  a  battle  could  hinder  the  French  from  taking 
up  their  winter  quarters  in  the  eleftorate  of  Hanover, 
he  determined  to  bring  matters  to  that  ifTue*    And  the 
means  by  which  he  accomplifhed  his  defign,  with  an  in- 
ferior army,  without  expoAng  himfelf  to  any  diiafter^ 
dtfeovered  fo  profound  a  genius  for  war^  as  will  ever 
make  him  be  ranked  among  the  greateft  mafters  of  the 
military  art. 

The  main  body  of  the  French  army,  after  the  taking 
of  Minden,  had  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that: 
city,  to  which  its  right  wing  extended.  On  the  left 
ivas  a  fteep  hill,  in  the  front  a  morafs,  and  a  rivulet 
covered  the  rear.  As  nothing  could  be  more  advanta- 
geous than  this  pofition,  which  rendered  an  attack  im« 
pra(^cable,  prince  Ferdinand  employed  all  his  (kill  to 
draw  the  enemy  from  it.  With  dut  view  he  quitted 
his  camp  on  the  Wefer,  and  marched  to  Hille ;  leavings 
however,  general  Wangenheim,  with  a  body  of  troops^ 
entrenched  at  Thornhaufen,  on  the  banks  of  the  difput- 
ed  river :  and  detaching  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunf* 
wick,  with  fix  thoufand  men,  to  make  a  compafs  toward 
die  enemy's  left  flank,  and  cut  off  their  communica-i 
tion  with  Paderborn* 

Ths  French  generals,  who  were  not  inattentive  to 
thefe  movemeatS)  fell  into  the  ihare  tfbat  wis  laid  for 
.  Vol.  V.  Z  them. 
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P^T  IL  them.  TTicjr  concluded,  that  the  oportiinity  \riiich 
ji.  D.  1759.  they  had  fo  long  fought,  of  cutting  ofFprince  Ferdinand^s 
communication  with  the  Wefcr,  was  at  laft  found,  and 
with  it  the  confummation  of  their  wifhes.  They  (aw, 
as  they  imagined,  the  allied  army  divided  and  disjoined 
beyond  the  poflibility  of  immediate  union  ;  and  diere- 
fore  flattered  themfelves  with  its  final  deilrudion,  by 
the  defeat  of  general  Wangenheim,  and  die  command 
of  the  Wefer,  the  neceflary  confequence  of  fuch  defeat. 
Full  of  this  idea,  they  left  their  advantageous  poft ;  and 
paffing  the  morafs  in  their  front,  advanced  into  the  plain. 

A«g.  1.  The  duke  de  Broglio,  who  led  the  van  of  the  French 

army,  proceeded  with  great  confidence,  until  he  readied 
a  neighbouring  v^minence ;  whence  he  beheld,  inftead 
of  entrenchments  defended  by  a  fmall  body,  the  whole 
army  of  the  allies  difpofed  in  excellent  order,  and  ex- 
tending from  the  banks  of  the  Wefer  almoft  to  Minden. 
A  difcovery  fo  unexpedted  embarraiTed  the  French  ge- 
neral. But  he  had  no  alternative  left ;  it  was  too  late 
to  recede.  He  Aerefbre  ordered  his  cavalry  to  ad- 
vance, and  begin  the  engagement. 

The  Britifh  infantry,  vdiich,  with  two  battalions  of 
Hanoverian  guards,  compofed  the  centre  of  the  allied 
army,  faftained  the  principal  ihock  of  the  battle,  and 
broke  every  body  of  horfe  znd  foot  that  advanced  againfl: 
them  i  whilft  the  Hefiian  cavalry,  with  fbme  regiments 
of  Pru/Tiaii  and  Hanoverian  dragoons,  pofled  on  the 
left,  baffled  all  the  attempts  of  the  enemy,  and  pufhed 
Ihem  to  the  neceflity  of  feeking  fafety  in  flight  "• 

At  this  inftant,  prince  Ferdinand  fent  orders  to  lord 
G  eorge  SackviIle,who  commanded  the  Britifh  and  Hano< 

33.  London  and  Paris  Gazettes,  paflira.  The  French  account 
fif  this  battle,  and  of  the  operationt  that  preceded  it,  k  by  far  the 
nod  perfc^ 

vcriaii 
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verianhorfe,  which  compofed  the  right  wing  of  the  allies,     ISTTER 
to  advance  to  the  charge.   And  if  thefe  orders  had  been  __> 

chearfiilly  obeyed,  the  battle  of  Minden  Would  probably  A.  D.  1 759* 
have  been  as  memorable  and  decifive  as  that  of  Blenheim^ 
The  French  army  would  have  been  utterly  deftroyed,  or 
totally  routed  and  driven  out  of  Germany*  But  what- 
ever was  the  caufe,  whether  the  orders  were  not  fuf-* 
ficiently  precife,  were  mifmterpreted,  or  impcrfc<5tly  un- 
derftood,  theBritifh  cavalry  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  have 
any  (haire  in  the  engagement  '*  i  fo  that  the  French,  in- 
ft«id  of  being  hotly  purfued,  were  permitted  to  retire 
in  good  order,  and  to  regain  their  former  pofition,  not- 
withflanding  the  lofe  of  feven  thoufand  men*  They 
judged  it  neceflary,  however,  to  quit  their  camp,  and 
|)afs  the  Wefer  the  fame  night,  and  next  day  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Minden  furrendered  at  difcretion*  The  allies 
loft  in  the  adion  near  two  thoufand  brave  troops. 

Prikcb  Ferdinand  paflcd  an  indireS  cenfure  upon 
the  Britifh  commander  for  his  conduA  on  this  occafion^ 
and  a  court  martial  confirmed  that  cenfure*  But  as  the 
whole  weight  of  miniftcrial  influence  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  thrown  into  the  fcale  of  thcGerman  general,  the  im- 
pfiUtial  part  of  mankind  are  ftill  divided  in  their  opinion  ^ 

cnthefubjed :  and  will  likely  long  remain  fo.  It  may  not, 
liowevcr,  be  improper  to  obferve,  for  the  information  of 
pofteritj',  That  the  two  generals  were  by  no  means  on 
good  terms  with  each  other,  before  the  battle*  Prince 
Ferdinand,  who  underflood  the  myjiery^  as  well  as  the  art 
of  war,  andpurfued  it  as  a  lucrative  /r^l^/r,  felt  hirafelfun- 
eafy  under  the  eye  of  an  obferver  fo  keen  and  penetrating 
as  lord  George  Sackvilk,and  wifhed  to  remove  him  from 
jt^f^ooimand.  This  wi(b  perhaps  occafioned that  confii- 
fion,or  contradiction  oforders,  of  which  the  Englifligene- 

34.  £vuirncepro<}uc;d  oc  the  trial  of  Lord  Ceorg«  SackvItiC. 

vl.  .  Z  2  ral 
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PART  IF.  ral  complained,  and  which  he  afligned  as  the  caule  ofhi$ 
A*o- 17  CO.  inaction.  But  there  is  alfo  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  cba-* 
grin  of  the  Britifh  commander  might  make  his  per* 
ception>  on  that  occafion,  lefs  clear  than  ufual,  and  diat 
he  might  even  iecretly  indulge  a  deflre  to  obfcure  Ac 
glory  of  a  hated  rival,  without  reflecting  that,  in  fe  do* 
ing,  he  was  (acrificing  his  duty  to  his  fovereign^  and 
eventually  the  interefts  of  his  country  "• 


t    £    T    T    E    R      XXXIV. 

tbe  Flew  of  the  State  of  Europe,  and  the  Hijiprj  §ftk 
General  War  purfued^  from  the  Defeat  of  the  F&ENC9 
at  MiNDEN,;  to  the  Death  of  George  IL 

"xxm  'T^HEvhaory  gained  by  the  aHies  at MiiKleivtli^ 
X  le(s  complete  than  it  might  have  been  rendcicd, 
by  the  ready  co-operation  of  the  Britifh  genend,  threw 
the  court  of  Verlailles  into  the  utmoft  confufion,  and 
blafted  all  their  hopes  of  conqueil.  It  not  only  enabled 
prince  Ferdinand  efFet^lually  to  defend  the  ele£ioiate  of 
Hanover,  but  to  recover  Munfter,  and  force  the  French 
to  evacuate  great  part  of  Weftphalia*  And  if  he  had 
not  been  obliged  to  weaken  his  army^  in  order  to  fup* 
port  the  king  of  Pruifia,  whofe  affairs  were  much  em- 
barraffcd,  he  would  probably  have  driven  the  vain-glo- 
lious  cncTiy  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine^  before  the 
clofe  of  the  campaign* 

The  crr.barraflment  of  hi«  Pruflian  majefty  was 
chiefly  occarioncd  by  the  approach  of  the  Ruffians,  in 
fyitc  of  every  effort  to  obftru<St  their  progrefs.  Dif* 
pleafcd  with  the'ftudied  caution  of  count  Dohna,  the 
king  conferred  the  command  oi*  the  army  d«ftiiie4t!^ 

^  5.  Sf  c  Pnnce  Ferdinand's  Letter  to  die  king  of  Grett  firitaiOt 
ani  Lord  George  Sackxilk's  V'mikaiim  of  hit  conda^ 

oppofc 
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oppofc  them  on  general  Wedel,  who  immediately  gave    LETTFBl 
them  battle,  conformable  to  his  orders.  He  attacked  them    ^^^^ 
with  great  vigour,  but  without  efFc£l,  at  Kay  near  Zul-   A.  D.  1759. 
lichan,  in  Silefia,  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  July.  The 
Prufllans  were  repulfcd  with  much  lofs,  after  an  obili- 
nate  engagementi  and  the  Ruffians  made  themfelve^ 
mafttrs  of  Frankfort  on  the  Oder. 

No  fooner  was  the  king  of  Pruffia  informed  of  that 
misfortune,  than  he  refolvcd  to  oppofe  the  Ruffians  in 
perfon ;  and  began  his  march  with  ten  thoufand  of  his 
bcft  troops,  to  join  the  ftiattered  ^my  undc^  Wedel  j 
fcayirighis  brother  Henry  to  obferve  t)ie  motions  of  the 
Auftriar/s  on  the  frontiers  of  Lufatia^.  Meanwhile  mare* 
fchal  Daun,  apprifed  of  the  king's  intention,  detached 
general  Laudohn,  with  twelve  thouTand  horfe,  to  give 
rigour  and  ftability  to  the  Ruffiaq  army,  which  was  de-» 
ficicnt  in  cavalry.  , 

Th^  reinforcement  arrived  neaily  ^  the  (ame  time 
^t  his  Pruffian  majefty  joined  Wedel.  And Laudohii 
and  count  3oltikow,  the  Ruffian  general,  took  poft  at 
t^e  viUagjs  of  CunnerfiloriF,  oppofite  Frankfort*  Th^ 
cpmbined  army  confifted  of  ^bout  one  hundred  thoufan4 
combatants:  theii:poiitipi>  was  naturally  ilrong;  and  they 
&rther  fccu^ed  their  camp  by  entrenchments,  plante4 
with  a  numerous  traift  of  artillery.  The  king  of  Pruf« 
f)a's  forces,  after  all  thp  reinforcements  he  could  colle^ 
fell  below  fifty  thoufand  men ;  yet  did  his  preiSng  circum- 
ftances,  an4  his  own  (knguine  fpirit,  inflamed  by  hoilile 
paffion,  induce  him  to  hazard  an  attack* 

The  previous  difpofitions  for  that  purpofe  being 
tfiade,  the  a«ftion  began  about  eleven  o'clock,  and  the  Apg,  tu 
Ruffian  entrenchments  were  forced  with  great  flaughter. 
Several  redoubts,  which  covered  the  village  of  Cunif 
peMorW^  alfo  vr^rc  maftered,  and  (be  Fruffians  ad<« 
Z  3  vancc4 
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PARTii.  vanced  to  the  village  itfelf.  Here  the  battle  was  re* 
VO^*"^  newed,  and  raged  with  frefli  fury  for  two  hours.  At 
length  the  poft  was  carried ,  the  enemy's  artillery  was 
taken  ;  and  every  thing  feemed  to  promife  a  complete 
victory.  But  the  RufHans,  though  broken,  were  not 
difcouraged.  They  again  formed  under  cover  of  the 
Auftrian  cavalry,  and  took  pofTeflion  of  an  emineocey 
called  the  Jeii^s  Burying  Ground^  were  they  refolved  to 
defend  tbemfclves  to  the  laft  man. 

Prudence  and  paft  experience  of  the  fieady  va^ 
lour  of  the  Ruffians,  ought  to  have  taught  his  Pnif- 
fian  majefty  to  reft  iatisiied  with  die  advantage  he  had 
gained  :  but  he  could  not  bear  to  be  a  conqueror  \ff 
halves.  The  ardour  of  his  mind  determined  him  to 
follow  his  blow  i  in  hopes  of  crowning  at  once  his 
glory  and  his  vengeance,  by  the  final  deftm&ion  idt 
barbarous  enemy,  who  had  dared  to  enter  within  the  line 
of  his  ambition ;  and  whofe  cruel  ravages  had  ib  often 
drawn  him  Irom  the  purfuit  of  vidory,  or  obfliuSeii 
the  career  of  conqueft.  He  accordingly  led  Of%  toa 
new  attack,  his  brave  battalions,  yet  faint  from  reeent 
toil,  beneath  the  heat  of  a  burning  fun,  and  (ore  widi 
many  a  wound.  He  led  them  againft  the  main  body  of 
the  Ruffian  army,  the  greater  part  of  which  had  not  hither* 
to  been  engaged,  pofted  on  higher  ground,  and  flrongiy 
defended  by  artillery.  They  were  unequal  to  the  difficult 
fervice:  they  fell  back ;  they  were  again  brought  to  the 
charge,  and  a  fecond  time  rcpulfcd  with  great  flaughter. 
Enraged  at  this  difappointment,  the  king  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  his  cavalry ;  but  the  irvigour  alfo  was  (pent 
Jn  vain  did  he  attempt  to  break  the  Ruffians,  (who  are 
polFeired  of  uncommon  bodily  ftrength,  and  an  inflinc* 
tivc  or  mechanical  courage,  which  makes  them  inaccef* 
fibletofcar):  they  baffied  all  his  gallant  efforts.  Their 
fire  Wiis  tliQ  mouth  of  a  volcano,  and  their  bayonets  a 

hedge 
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hedge  of  fpears.     The  Pruffians,  wafted  with  fatigue,  ^ 

and  ftartled  at  the  number  of  the  flain,  blamed  the  per-  u 

feverance  of  their  prince,  but  ftiU  maintained  the  ^' 
unequal  combat. 

In  thofe  awful  moments,  when  the  fincft  troops  in 
the  world  were  wavering,  and  the  greateft  of  modern 
commanders  could  with  difficulty  encourage  them  to 
keep  their  ground,  the  Auftrian  cavalry,  yet  frefh, 
broke  in  upon  them  with  the  impetuofity  of  a  torrent. 
The  Ruffian  horfe  followed  the  animating  example,  and 
the  foot  refumed  their  activity.  The  exhaufted  Pruf^ 
fians  yielded  to  the  irrefiftible  fhook :  they  were  feized 
with  a  panic  ;  they  fled.  The  king  rallied  them  :  he 
brought  them  back  to  the  charge  ;  he  fet  them  an  ex- 
ample of  bravery  in  his  own  perfon.  Three  times  did 
he  renew  the  engagement  in  the  front  line.  He  had  two 
hor&s  (hot  imder  him,  and  many  bullets  had  pafied 
through  his  cloaths.  But  all  his  intrepid  exertions 
were  inefFedual :  the  battle  was  irretrievably  loft,  and 
the  approach  of  night  only  prevented  the  Pruffian  army 
from  being  utteriy  cut  off.  As  the  ftruggle  terminated^ 
the  daughter  on  both  fides  was  awfully  great.  Near  thirty 
thc^fand  men  lay  dead  on  the  field,  or  dying  of  their 
wounds :  and  fixteen  thouiand  of  thefe  were  Pruffians '. 

The  iffue  of  this  battle  aftoniflied  all  Europe ;  and 
occafioned  the  moft  extravagant  exultation  among  the 
hoftile  powers  on  one  fide,  and  the  greateft  depreffion  of 
mtnd,  on  the  other.  When  the  king  of  Pruffia  got  pbf  • 
ieifion  of  the  village  of  CunncrfdorfF,  he  wrote,  in  the 
triumph  of  his  heart,  a  congratulatory  billet  to  his  queen, 
without  waiting  for  the  final  event.  *'  We  have  driven 
^  tbeRufiians  from  their  entrenchments.  Expect  with- 

I.  Compared  Xelatwu  of  the  baulc  of  CttnDerfdarffy  pnblilb«d 
hf  authority  at  Berlin  aad  Vienna. 

Z4  "in 
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**  m  two  hours,  to  hear  of  a  glorious  viftory  !"— Ani 
as  this  billet  arrived  at  Berlin  juft  as  the  poft  was  goinj 
out,  the  premature  intelligence  reached  the  courts  of 
London  and  Verfailles  before  the  news  of  ^ekingH 
difafter,  alfo  firft  conveyed  iii  another  laconic  difpatch 
to  the  queen.  "  Remove  from  Berlin  vnth  the 
**  royal  family.  Let  the  archives  be  carried  fo 
*'  Potfdam*  The  town  may  make  conditions  with 
*«  the  enemy  *.  " 

But  if  his  Pruflian  majcfty  fubjeded  himfelf  to 
fome  degree  of  ridicule  a3  a  man,  and  blame  as  a  coir- 
mander,  by  his  defeat  at  CunneifJoriT,  his  fublequent 
conduft  wiped  all  oft'.  And  the  llirprife  of  mankindi 
at  his  fuddcn  and  unexpeflcd  rcverfe  of  fortune,  was 
foon  lodin  their  admiration  of  the  wonderful  reiburces 
of  his  genius,  and  tiic  unconquerable  fortitude  of  his 
fpirit.  The  d^y  after  the  battle  he  rcpaffed  the  Oder, 
and  encamped  at  Rctwin;  whence  hemov^dtoFuften- 
walde,  and  pofted  himfelf  fo  advantageoufly,  that  the 
Ru  jjians  did  not  c*are  to  muke  any  attempt  upon  Berlin. 
He  even  watched  their  moiions  fo  afBduoufiy,  that  the 
main  body  of  their  army,  under  the  victorious  Soltikow, 
inftead  of  entering  Brandenburg,  marched  into  Lu&tia. 
There  he  joined  the  grand  Auftrian  army,  under  mare- 
fchal  Daun ;  and  the  two  generals  held  confultatiocs 
concerning  their  future  operations. 

In  the  mean  time  the  king  of  Pruflla,  having reCrefii* 
cd  and  recruited  his  broken  and  exhaufted  troops,  and 
fupplied  the  lofs  of  his  artillery,  (which  had  all  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy)  from  the  arfcnal  at  Berlin, 
appeared  again  formidable.  While  his  friends  as  well 
as  his  cneiiiies  were  of  opinion,  that  the  RuiEan  and 
Auftrian  armies  united  had  only  to  determine  what  part 

of 
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of  his  dominions  they  cho(e  firft  to  rubdiie,  as  a  prelude     UTTEK 
to  the  conqueft  of  the  whole,  he  obliged  both  to  aJh  on    .    !- _    *. 
the  defenAve*     And  he  at  the  fame  time  detached  a    A.  0.1759. 
body  of  fix  thoufand  men,  under  general  Wunch,  to  the 
relief  of  Saxony ;  where  the  Army  of  the  Empire  had 
made  great  progrefs,  during  his  abfcnce.     Hall,  Wit* 
temberg,  Leipfic,  Torgau,  and  even  Drefdcn  itfe!f  had 
furrendercd  to  the  Impcri; Jills,     But  the  detachment 
under  Wunch  retook  Lcipfic  on  the  21ft  of  September ;      Sfp.  n, 
and  having  joined  general  FiiKk,  who  commanded  in 
Saxony,  the  Pruflian  generals  repulfed  the  Army  of  the 
Empire  at  Corbitz,  though  fnpportcd  by  a  body  of  Au- 
ftrians  under  general  Haddick,  and  recovered  everyplace 
in  diat  eledorate  except  DrcfJen. 

Encouraged  by  thefc  fucceflc?,  and  feeing  that  he 
could  not  fecond  the  operations  of  the  king  on  the  lide 
of  Silefia,  prince  Henry  quitted  his  camp  at  Hornfdorff 
near  Gorlitz,  in  Lufatia,  and  marched  with  incredible 
celerity  into  Saxony,  where  he  joined  tlie  Pruflian  par- 
tes under  Finck  and  Wunch.  This  rapid  march  ob* 
Eged  marefchal  Daun  alfo  to  quit  his  camp  in  Luiatia^ 
and  feparate  his  army  from  that  of  count  Soldkow,  in 
order  to  proteft  Dri?fden.  And  the  Pruflian  monarch, 
thus  freed  from  the  prefence  of  his  mod  dangerous  ene- 
my, having  put  himfelf  between  the  Ruflians  and  Great 
Glogaw,  obliged  them  to  relinquifh  an  cnterprife  which 
they  had  formed  againft  that  place,  and  return  into  Po- 
land. 

PoRTUKE,  in  a  word,  fccmed  yet  to  be  preparing 
triumphs  for  the  intrepid  Frederick,  after  all  his  di£i£. 
ten  s  and  if  he  had  placed  Icfs  confidence  in  her  flatter- 
ing promiles,  which  he  had  fo  frequently  found  to  be 
klufive,  he  mig^t  have  clofed  the  campaign  with  equal 
Klory  and  fuccefi.    But  his  enterprifing  ipirit  induced 

him 
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PART  !i.     him  once  more  to  tnift  the  deceiver,  and  attempt  a  great 
^^^^^^^,  line  of  a£lion,  while  prudencci  reafon^  experience^  and 
even  felf-prefcrvation,  dieted  a  fure  one. 

No  fooner  did  his  Pruflian  majefty  find  himfelf  difen- 
gaged,  in  confcquence  of  the  retreat  of  the  Ruffians^  than 
he  marched  into  Saxony ;  and  there  joined  his  brother 
Henry  near  Torgau,  on  the  ad  of  November,  in  fpitc  of  all 
the  eiForts  of  the  Auftrian  generals.    On  thisj  un£Hon  die 
Army  of  the  Empire  retired.  Marefchal  Daun,  who  had 
threatened  prince  Henry,  fell  back  upon  Drefdeiu  And 
the  king  of  Pruflia  iaw  himfelf,  once  more,  at  the  head  of 
a  gallant  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  in  high  fpirits,  and 
Kill  ready  to  execute  any  bold  enterprife,  under  the  eye 
of  their  fovereign  and  commander,  fo  lately  reduced  to 
the  brink  of  dcfpair.     But  as  the  fcafon  was  already  far 
in  the  decline,  and  remarkably  fevere,  his  mof(  able  ge- 
nerals were  of  opinion,  that  no  important  enterprife 
could  be  undertaken  with  any  probability  of  fuccefs, 
and  that  his  wifeft  condud  would  be  to  watch  the  mo- 
tions of  the  Auftrians,  and  cut  ofF  the  provifioos  of 
marefchal  Daun  ;  who  mud,  by  thefe  means,  infalliUy 
be  obliged  to  aba/idon  Drcfdcn,  and  retire  into  Bohemia, 
leaving  to  the  FrulTians,  as  hitherto,  the  entire  pofTeifion 
of  Saxony. 

The  king's  views,  however,  extended  to  greater  and 
more  decifive  advantages.  He  knew  that  the  pafTes  in- 
to Bohemia  were  fo  dilficult,  that,  by  feizing  certain 
port*?,  the  fubfiftence  of  the  Auftrians  might  not  only 
he  cut  ofF,  but  their  retreat  rendered  impra<Sticable. 
Having  obliged  marefchal  Daun  to  retreat  as  far  as 
Plawen,  and  advanced  himfelf  to  KefTcldorf,  he  accord- 
ingly ordered  general  Finck,  with  nineteen  battalions 
and  thirty-five  fquadrons,  to  occupy  the  defiles  of  Maxen 
and  OttendorfF,  through  which  alone  he  thought  it  pof- 
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fiMcforthecncmytocommumcatewithBohemia.  This     J-ETTEH 

XXXIV 

fervice  was  fitfrcefsfuUy  executed ;  and  no  doubt  was    ^    -^-^^J 
entertained  that  ourefchal  Dauii  would  be  obliged  to    A.D.i7S9^ 
hazard  a  battle,  or  to  furrender  at  difcretion,  as  he 
feemed  now  to  have  no  refource  left  but  in  vidory. 

Meanwhile  that  fagacious  general,  fenfible  of  his 
danger,  fent  experienced  officers  to  reconnoitre  the  po- 
fition  of  the  PruiSan  detachment ;  and  finding  the  com- 
mander lulled  into  the  moft  fatal  fecurity,  he  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  neighbouring  eminences,  and  furrounding 
the  enemy  on  all  fides,  precluded  thepoffibilityof  efcape. 
The  Pruffians  defended  themfelves  gallantly  for  one 
day,  and  made  feveral  vigorous  efForts  to  difentangle 
themfelves  from  the  net  in  which  they  were  caugh^ 
but  in  vain :  they  were  foiled  in  every  attempt  to  force 
thofe  defiles  which  they  had  been  appointed  to  guard. 
Night  put  an  end  to  the  ftruggle,  and  to  the  efFufion  of  . 
blood.  Next  morning  general  Finck,  feeing  his  fitua-  ^^*  ^ 
tion  defperatc,  as  every  avenue  through  which  a  retreat 
could  be  made  was  planted  with  bayonets,  judged  it 
more  prudent  to  fubniit  to  neceffity,  than  virantonly  to 
throw  away  the  lives  of  fo  many  brave  men,  who  might 
fcrve  their  king  on  fome  more  promifing  occafion.  He 
therefore  endeavoured,  though  inefFe^ually,  to  obtain 
terms.  They  were  ft ernly  denied  him.  Andhe  was  ulti- 
mately forced  to  furrender  at  difcretion,  on  the  26th  of 
November ;  he  himfelf  with  eight  other  generals,  and  near 
twenty  thoufand  men,  being  made  prifoners  of  war '. 

This  was  a  mortifying  blow  to  the  hopes  of  the 
PruiEan  monarch,  and  muft  have  made  him  feverely 
fenfible  pf  his  too  common  error,  in  placing  all  his  at- 
tention  on  the  poflible  advantage,  and  overlooking  the 
probable  dangfer.     Nor  did  that  evil  Come  alone.     He 

3.  Compared  RtUthm:^  ubi  fup. 
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PART  n.  fuftained  another  heavy  ftroke  in  the  capture  and  it* 
yry^  ftruftion  of  a  rear-guard,  confiding  of  three  thou&nd 
*  men,  under  general  Diercke.  Yet,  after  all  thefe  loflcs, 
he  was  ilill  fo  formidable,  that  the  cautious  and  mode* 
rate-minded  Daun,  inftead  of  attacking  him,  tookfhd* 
tor  in  the  Itrong  camp  of  Piriia,  and  kept  clofe  witbin 
his  entrenchments^ 

His  Pruffian  majefty  fecmed  alfo,  at  laft,  to  have  ac« 
quired  a  IciFon  of  moderation.  Thoughjoind^by  twdix 
thoufand  men,  under  fhe  hereditary  pruice  of  Bnuif- 
wick,  he  put  his  army  quietly  into  winter^quarters  at 
Freybcrg,  witnout  attempting  any  new  emcrprife ;  fo 
that,  the  lols  of  men  excepted,  affairs  in  Gcraiany  were 
nearly  in  the  fame  fituaticn  as  at  the  opening  of  the 
campaign.  The  country  lud  been  dcfolatcd,  and  much 
blood  fpilt,  but  Drefden  u^as  the  only  place  of  any  im* 
portancc  that  had  changed  mafters. 

In  fpitc  of  all  the  eloquence  and  popularity  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  fo  many  indecifive  campaigns  began  to  cod  the 
zeal  of  the  Knjlifli  nation  in  the  caufe  of  their  illuftri- 
ous  but  burJcnfomc  ally,  the  king  of  Pruflia,  to  \rfiofe 
wars  they  could  fee  no  end.  And  the  fucccfs  of  the 
Britifli  arms  in  America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  opened 
the  eyes  oftlic  people  more  fully  to  their  true  interefts, 
aiid  made  them  fcnfibic  of  the  folly  of  defending  Ac 
clecloratc  cf  Manovcr  at  fuch  a  vaft  cxpence  of  blood 
and  treufurc. 

Immediately  after  the  taking  of  Loullburg,  which 
had  long  been  confidercd  as  the  key  of  Canada,  a 
plan  was  formed  by  the  Britifli  miniftry  for  the  re- 
ducHon  of  Qiicbec,  and  the  entire  conqueft  of  New 
PVance,  as  foon  as  the  fcafon  of  aAion,  in  thole  nor- 
thern latitudes,  fliould  return.  In  the  mc^time  an  ex- 
pedition 
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pedkionwasuiidcrtikenagaiiifttheiflandofMartiiua^  LETTER 

the  chief  feat  d  the  French  government  in  die  Weft  ^^^^ 

Indies  -,  a  place  of  great  importance  by  its  pofition,  and  A.I>.  i7S9* 
alio  by  its  produce. 

tx  was  known  thatMartinrco,  andaD  thefugar-iflands 
belonging  to  France  in  the  Americaa  archipelago,  were 
in  great  diftrefs  for  wlnt  of  provxfions  and  other  neceC> 
&ries ;  vriiich  it  was  not  in  her  power  to  provide  them 
withy  by  r^fon  of  the  inferiority  of  her  navy  to  that  c^ 
England,  and  confequently  her  inability  to  protet^  her 
trade  with  them.  It  was  therefore  fuppofed  they  could 
make  but  a  feeble  refiftance,  and  wouM  (iu-render  on 
die  firft  fummons. 

The  armament  deftined  for  that  fervice  confifted 
of  ten  (hips  of  the  line  under  commodore  More,  and 
five  thoufand  land-forces,  commanded  by  general  Hop- 
fon.  The  dcfign  upon  Martinico,  however,  was  a- 
bandoned  as  impracticable,  after  a  flight  attempt; 
though  feemingly  with  little  reafon,  as  the  French 
governor  poflTefired  neither  courage  nor  conduct,  and 
the  diftrefled  inhabitants  appeared  willing,  it  was  faid,  to 
fiibmit  to  a  power  that  could  more  readily  fupply  their 
wants,  and  alFord  them  a  better  and  more  certain  mar- 
ket for  their  produce.  But  be  tlie  profpetSl  of  refiftance 
iinall  or  great,  it  is  certain  that  the  Britiih  troops  were  re- 
imbarked  within  twenty-four  hours  after  their  landing, 
and  that  the  armament  direSed  its  courfe  toward  the 
ifland  of  Guadaloupe  ♦ ;  a  lefs  fplendid  objeft  of  con- 
queft,  though  not  a  lefs  valuable  pofTeflion. 

The  Britifli  fleet  appeared  before  the  town  of  Baflc 
Terre,  the  capital  of  the  ifland,  on  the  twenty-third  of 

4.  Lond.  GautUf  March  7, 1759.  See  alfo  Capt.  Gardner*t  As£9uni 
•ftle  MxfitiitU»f  agaiiid  Martiiijco  aud  GuadaJou;c» 

•   ^  }anuarvi 
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f'ARTn.     January;  and  next  day  it  was  taken,  after  a  tcr. 

^n^rrf  rible  cannonade,  accompanied  with  inceffant  ihowtrs 
of  bombs.  Never  did  the  commanders  of  the  Englift 
navy  exert  themfelves  with  more  intrepidity  and  judg- 
ment than  on  this  occafion*  They  left  the  land-forces 
nothing  to  do  but  take  pofleffion  of  the  placc^  whick 
was  abandoned  by  the  garrifon  '• 

The  rcdu£lion  of  the  townof  BafleTerre^howcvtr,wa$ 
not  immediately  followed  by  the  conqueft  of  Guadaloupe. 
The  flownefs,  timidity,  and  irrefolutionof  theopexatioos 
by  land,  afforded  the  fugitive  garrifon  Icifure  for  recol- 
Icilion  ;  and  to  fortify  themfelves,  by  the  help  of  die  in- 
habitants, in  a  flrong  pofl  which  obflrudted  all  commu- 
nication with  the  more  fertile  parts  of  the  ifland.  Dcf- 
pairing  therefore  of  being  able  to  flibjcd  Guadaloupe  oo 
that  fide  the  invaders  proceeded  to  attack  it  on  another, 
known  by  the  name  of  Grande  Terre ;  Fort  Lewis,  the 
chief  defence  of  this  divifion  of  the  ifland  (which  is  fe- 
parated  frem  the  other  by  a  fhallow  flrait),  was  taken 
fword  in  hand,  by  the  marines  and  Ro^al  Highlanders, 
after  a  Ihort  but  vigorous  cannonade  from  the  fleet'. 

But  the  conquerors  were  guilty  of  the  fame  error  as, 
formerly.  They  did  riot  take  advantage  of  the  enemy's 
terror  :  and  they  fuiFered  the  fame  inconveniencics  from 
their  neglect.  The  fugitives  found  refuge  in  the 
mountains,  where  they  became  formidable ;  and  die 
event  of  the  expedition  was  even  doubtful,  when  ge- 
neral Barrington  having  fucceeded  to  the  command 
of  the  land-forces,  in  confequence  of  the  death  of 
Ilopfon,  changed  the  plan  of  operations,  Inflead  of 
attempting  to  penetrate  into  the  country,  which  a- 
bounJs  with  flrong  pods  and  dangerous  defiles,  he 
reimbarked  the  troops,  and  fucceflivcly  attacked  ihc 

5.  Id.  ibid,  6.  Capt.  Gardner,  ubi  fii|»> 

towns 
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towns  and  villages  upon  the  coaft.     By  this  mode  of    ^''■^f  ^'^ 
making  war,  every  confiderable  place  was  loon  reduced ;     |_  -  -    r 
mnd  the  governor  and  inhabitants,   tired  of  their  un-    ^^'  *759- 
comfortable  fituation  in  the  mountains,  and  feeing  no 
profpcft  of  relief,  furrendered  the  ifland  to  his  Britan- 
.nic  majcfty^  Mariagalante,  and  fome  other  fmall  iflands 
in  the  neighbourhood,  alfo  fubmitted.     And  the  inha- 
•bitants  obtained  the  (ame  terms  with  thofe  of  Guada- 
loupe  ;  namely,  the  undifturbed  poflciHon  of  their  pri- 
vate property,  and  the  enjoyment  of  their  civil  and  re- 
ligious privileges  7. 

This  moderation  was  equally  generous  and  political, 
and  may  be  fuppofcd  to  have  had  a  ferious  influence 
upon  the  minds  of  the  French  colonifts,  even  in  North 
America ;  where  the  campaign  was  not  yet  begun,  and 
where  the  plan  of  operations  was  as  extenfivc  as  their 
obje£h  were  great.  It  was  concerted  to  attack  the 
French  at  all  their  ftrong  holds  at  once :— That  general 
Wolfe,  who  had  fo  eminently  diflinguiflied  himfelf  at 
the  fiege  of  Loulfburg,  fhould  proceed  up  the  river  St. 
Lawrence  with  a  body  of  eight  thoufand  men,  and  a 
ftout  fleet  from  England,  and  befiege  the  city  of  Que- 
bec }  that  general  Amherft,  now  commander  in  chief 
of  the  Briti(h  forces  in  North  America,  fhould  with  an 
army  of  twelve  thoufand  men,  reduce  Ticonderoga^and 
Crown  Point ;  crofs  Lake  Champlain ;  and  proceedingj^y 
the  way  of  Richelieu  River  to  the  banks  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence, join  general  Wolfe  in  his  attempt  upon  the  capi- 
tal of  Canada ;  and  that  brigadier-general  Prideaux,  with 
a  third  army,  reinforced  by  a  body  of  Provincials  and 
friendly  Indians,  under  Sir  WilUam  Johnfon,  fhould  in- 
vcft  the  important  fortrefs  of  Niagara,  which  in  a  man- 
ner commands  the  interior  parts  of  tlie  northern  divi- 
(ton  of  the  New  World.     It  was  farther  propofcd, 

7,  Loud,  Cgzette,  June  14,  175^ 

That 
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PART  II.   That  the  troops  under  brigadier  Prideaux,  after  there* 

isVo^iTcol  ^^'^lon^  of  Niagara,  (hould  embark  on  Lake  Ontario; 

£all  down  the  river  St.  Lawrence ;  befiege  and  tde 

Montreal ;  and  then  join,  or  co-operate  with  the  com* 

bined  army^  under  Amhcrft  and  Wolfe- 

A  BOLDER  fyftem  of  war,  It  is  owned,  was  never 
framed ;  but  many  doubts  have  been  ffarted  in  regard  to 
its  natural  pra;IHcability,  founded  on  the  ftrength  of  the 
places  to  be  attacked,  the  extent  of  the  operations,  ani 
the  difpofition  of  the  French  forces.     The  marquis  ds 
Vaudnieil,  governor  of  New  France,  lay  in  the  n«g^« 
bourhood  of  Montreal,  with  a  body  of  five  thouiand  ve- 
teran troops ;  while  the  marquis  dc  Montcalm,  his  Gca* 
tenant-general,  whofe  reputation  was  already  high  in  the 
1    military  world,  took  the  field  with  an  army  of  ten  thou- 
iand Europeans  and   Canadians,  for  the  defence  of 
the  capital ;  and  M.  de  Levi,  an  aftive  ofiicer»  was  at 
the  head  of  a  flying  detachment,  which,  as  well  as  die 
army  under  Montcalm,  was  flrengthencd  byalargebody 
of  trained  Indians,  intimately  acquainted  with  all  the 
woods  and  defiles.  The  gari  ifon  of  Niagara  confifled  of 
at  leafl  fix  hundred  men  j  Ticonderoga  and  Crown 
Point  were  in  a  refpectable  condition  ;  and  the  city  of 
Quebec,  naturally  flrong  from  its  fituation,  the  hnnery 
of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  number  of  its  garrifon,  had 
received  every  additional  fortification  that  the  art  of  war 
could  give  it.     All  thefe  obflacles  however  were  fur- 
mounted,  though  not  immediately,  by  a  happy  mixture 
of  condud  and  valour;  the  v.onderful  cfFefts  of  which 
ignorant  and  credulous  men  afcribc  to  fupcrnatural  ia- 
flucnce,  and  dull  and  timid  men  to  chance. 

The  army  under  Amhcrft,  by  the  prcgrcfs  of  which  the 
operations  of  the  other  two  were  fuppofed  to  be  in  fome 
mcafurc  governed,  was  early  in  motion.  But  the  fcafca 
was  £u:  advanced  before  the  general  could  pafs  LAc 

GcOTiC. 


I 


MODERN      EUROPE.  353 

Qcorge.     He  thdilce  proceeded,  with  little  oppofition     ^oSv^ 
from  the  enemy;  to  Ticonderoga,  fo  fatal  to  the  Britifh    i_    ^-  .^j 
troofis  ih  the  former  campaign.    The  French  feemed  at    ^  ^*  '759« , 
flrft  determined  td  defend  the  fort.     But  perceiving  the 
£nglifh  commander  refdute)  cautious,  and  well  pre- 
pared for  undertaking  the  iiejge,  and  having  befide  or- 
ders to  retreat  from  place  to  place  toward  the  centre  of 
operations,  rather  than  run  the  hazard  of  being  made 
pr ifoners  of  war,  tKey  abandoned  the  Woirks  in  the  night,      July  7? 
and  retired  to  Crown  Point* 

'  ♦.    .  '     • 

To  Crown  Poirii  Amh^tft  advanced,  aftef  i*epairing 

the  torkificatioiis  of  Trcdiideroga;  which  the  enemy  had 
^ainagedi  But,  Before  his  arrivalj  the  garriftm  had  re- 
tired to  Ifle  auic  Nolxj  at  the  lower  end  of  Lake  Oham« 
plain.  There  the  French  Had  Uir^e  thoufand  five  hun- 
xired  me%  he  was  informed,  under  the  command  of  M. 
de  Burlemaque,  with  a  numerous  train  of  artillery,  and 
dut  the  lake  was  occupied  by  four  large  armed  veflels. 
With  a  floop  and  a  radeau,  which  he  had  built  with 
all  poffible  difpatch^  he  deftroycd  two  of  the  enem}r's 
vedels*  But  the  declining  feafon  obliged  him  to  poft- 
pone  farther  operations,  and  return  to  Crown  Pointy 
where  the  troops  were  put  into  winter-quarters  about: 
the  end  of  Odober '. 

General  Amherfl  now  faw  himfelf  in  a  very  auk- 
ward  fituation  for  a  commander  in  chief.  Though  his 
iiiccefs  was  great,  he  had  found  it  impoflible  to  attain  the 
prime  obje£l  of  his  enterprife  ^  a  junction  with  general 
Wolfe,  which  was  confidered  as  eflential  to  the  fortu- 
nate ifllie  of  the  campaign.  And  what  was  yet  more 
diiagreeable,  he  had  not,  during  th^  whole  fummer,  ob- 

8.  LetUrUom  Genenl  Amhcrft  to  Mr.  Secretaf7  Pitt«  in  Lond* 
CasetU,  Kov.  97,  1759.     K09:^%Cam^ipu,  Tol.i.  ii« 

Vol.  V*  A  a  Uined 
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PART  IT,    tained  the  leaft  intelligence  of  the  concGtion  of  tint 
JLIL 1759,   <^o°^inander>  on  the  operations  of  wbofe  (tender  and  un. 
fupported  army  fo  much  depended ;  a  fcw  iMoMft  and 
alarming  hints  excepted,  of  bis  having  landed  in  Ac 
neighbourhood  of  Quebec,  where  he  was  in  danger  of 
being  crufhed  by  die  whole  force  (^Canada,  under  the 
marquis  de  Montcalm .    Happily  he  was  not  h  ignonuit 
of  the  htt  of  die  expedidon  againft  Niagara.     Having 
received  an  account  of  the  progrefs  of  it  bcibre  he  left 
Ticonderoga,  he  had  dctadied  brigadier-general  Gagc^ 
to  aflame  the  command  of  the  troqx  in  die  room  of 
general  Prideaux ;  who  vras  unfortunately  kiBed  by  the 
burfting  of  a  cohorn,  while  direAing  the  <qx9ratiaDS 
againft  die  fort,  to  which  he  had  been  fiificred  to  ad- 
vance i^ndiout  the  leaft  moleftadon* 

Meanwhile  die  command  of  diat  eaq^ecfidon  de- 
volved upon  Sir  William  Johnfon;  who  profecutcd 
with  equal  judgment  and  vigour  the  pbm  of  hii  fffide- 
ceflbr.  He  pufhed  the  attack  of  Niagara  widi  fidi  in- 
trepidity, that  die  befiegers  foon  brought  dicir  ap- 
proaches within  an  hundred  yards  of  die  covered  ivay* 
Alarmed  at  die  danger  of  lofmg  thb  imerior  key  of  thrir 
empire  in  America,  the  French  colleded  a  large  body  of 
re^iular  troops,  drawn  from  the  neighbouring  garrifons 
Detroit,  Venango,  and  Preique  Ifle>inordertoraiiethe 
liege.  With  thefe,  and  a  party  of  fevages,  dicy  accord- 
ingly refolvcd  to  attempt  the  reliefof  the  place,  and  put 
themfclves  in  modon  for  that  purpofe.  Apprifed  of 
their  intention,  general  Johnfon  ordered  his  light  iiifiui* 
try,  fupported  by  fome  grenadiers  and  regular  feot^  f9 
take  poft  between  the  catarad  of  Niagara  and  the 
forirefs.  He  pofted*the  auxiliary  Indians  on  his  flanks; 
and,  while  he  thus  prepared  himfelf  for  an  engagement^ 
he  took  efFcclual  meafures  for  fecuring  his  lines  and 
bridling  the  garrifon. 
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.  The   enemy  a(4>eared  about  nine  o'clock  in  the    letter 

morning,  and  the  battle  was  begun  with  a  horrid    ^ ^  *^ 

fcreaoi  frpm  the  hoftile  Indians,  according  to  their  bar-^  A.  o.  f^f^. 
b^vous  cuftom.  It  was  this  fcream,  called  the  fFar^  ■'^  ^  *** 
hc0fi  the  mod  frightful  found  which  Imagination  can 
conceive,  that  ftruck  a  panic  into  the  army  under 
Braddock,  and  had  on  other  occafions  carried  terror 
to  the  hearts  of  European  foidiers*  But  having  now 
loft  its  tScEt  upon  the  Bridih  troops,  it  was  heard  witl| 
a  contemptuous  indifference*  And  the  French  regu^ 
lars  were  fo  warmly  received  by  the  Englifh  grena- 
diers and  light  infantry^  wbile  their  iavages  were  en- 
countered by  odier  favages,  that  they  were  totally  routed 
in  Ie&  than  an  hour,  and  the  place  furrendered  die  iamd 
day'* 

The  taking  of  Niagara  efieduatly  cut  oflfthe  com- 
munication between  Canada  and  Loiiiilana)  and  confe-* 
quently  was  a  great  ftep  toward  the  conqueft  of  botfa« 
But  the  reduAion  of  Quebec  was  a  ftill  more  important 
objeft ;  and  if  general  Amhetft  had  been  able  to  form 
a  jttnfiton  with  Wolfe,  it  would  have  been  at^nded 
widi  equal  certainty,  as  a  proportional  force  would  have 
been  employed  to  accomplifh  it« 

Aa  events  happened,. the  iiTue  of  this  grand  enter- 
pdfe  feemed  very  doubtful*  The  land  forces  did  not 
exceed  feven  thouiand  men*  They  werej  however^  in 
good  heakh  and  fptrits.  Having  been  embarked  at 
Louifburgh,  under  convoy  of  the  admirals  Saunders  and 
Holmes,  they  were  fafely  landed,  toward  the  end  of 
June,  on  the  ifle  of  Orleans,  formed  by  two  branches  of 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  a  few  leagues  below  the  city  of 
Qyebec#  There  the  (bldiers  and  failors  found  every  re- 

9.  Loud,  Gazfftf^^cpt.  8,  1759,    K&oXi '.bl  fop. 

A  a  a  frefhment  j 
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V  ART  II.  frefhment ;  and  there  general  Wolfe,  who  was  accompa** 
A.  u.  17159.  nicd  by  the  brigadier  generals  Monckton,  Towniheiid, 
and  Murray,  publiflied  a  fpirited  but  fomewfaat  romantic 
manifefto,  vindicating  the  condu£l  of  the  king  his  maf- 
ter,  in  making  this  hoitile  invafion,  and  oflfering  protec- 
tion to  the  ihhabitants  of  Canada,  with  the  entire  poT- 
feffion  of  their  property  and  the  free  exercife  of  their 
religion,  provided  they  took  no  part  ia  the  difpute  for 
dominion  between  the  crowns  of  France  aod  Engfauid. 
He  reprefented  to  them  the  folly  of  refiftance,  as  aU 
hopes  of  relief  were  cut  oiF,  while  tbeBrisiih  fleet  com- 
manded not  only  the  navigation  of  the  river  St*  Lsw- 
fence,  bur  the  empire  of  the  fea.  And  he  reminded 
them,  that  the  cruelties  exercifed  by  the  French  agaioft 
the  Knglifh  fubjefis  in  America,  would  excufe  thcmoft 
fevere  retaliation.  But  Englifhmen,  he  faid^  were  too 
magnanimous  to  follow  the  barbarous  example.^  And 
he  concluded  with  extolling  the  gcnerofity  of  Great  Bri*' 
rain,  in  thus  ftretching  out  to  them  a  hand  (rf'humaiiityy 
when  it  was  in  her  power  Jo  compettbeir-  obedience^^ 

As  thaf  manifefto  prodliced  no  immediate  efit^, 
"VV^olfe  was  under  the  neceffity  of  confidcring  the  Cana- 
dians as  enemies,  and  faw  himfclf  expofed  to  all  the  di^ 
ficukics  of  a  general  commanding  an  army  in  a  country 
where  every  thing  is  hoftile  to  him.  Thefc  difficulties, 
on  examination,  appeared  fo  great,  tha%  although  nan»> 
rally  of  a  fanguine  temper  and  an  adventurous  ipirit,  he 
began  to  defpair  of  fuccefe  before  the  commencement 
of  operations.  "  I  could  not  flatter  myfclf,*'  fiiys  he 
in  his  celebrated  Letter  to  Mr.-Pitt,  "Thatlfliouldie 
^'  ;ible  to  reduce  the  place."  Nor  is  this  to  be.  won- 
dered at.  Bcfide  the  natural  and  artificial  ftrengthof 
the  city  of  Q^iebec,  which  is  chiefly  built  upon  a  fttip 

rock 
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rock  on  die  northern  bank  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,and    letter, 

XXXIV 

firther  defended  by  the  river  St,  Charles,  which  places    .    ^     ^ 
it  in  a  kiad  of  peniiilulji)  Montcalm,  the  French  general^    A'.a  175^' 
was  advantageoufly  pofted  in  the  neighbourhood,  witbi 
a  force  fuperior  to  the  Englifti  army.     To  undertake 
the  fiege  of  the  town,  in  fuch  circumftances,  feemed 
contrary  to  all  the  eilabliflied  maxims  of  war« 

Resolving,  however,  to  make  every  poffible  ex- 
ertion before  he  abandoned  the  enterprife  committed 
to  him  by  his  fovereigii,  and  the  event  of  which  was  al- 
ready determined  in  the  fond  imaginations  of  his  ad-^ 
miring  countrymen,  .Wolfe  took  poficl&on  of  Point  Le- 
vi,- on  the  fouthern  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  there 
ere&cA  batteries  againft  the  town.  But  thefe  batteries, 
by  reafon  of  dieir  diftance,  made  fmall  impreflion  upoa 
the  works,  though  they  deflf  oyed  many  houfes,  and 
greatly  incommoded  the  inhabitaqts.  The  fleet  could 
be  of  little  ufe,  as  the  elevation  of  the  principal  for- 
4ificati0ns  placed  them  -beyond  its  reach,  and  even  gav^ 
them  adegreeofcomsoaiKi  over  it.  Th^  Boglifb  gene- 
ral, therefore,  became  fenfible  of  the  impcilibility  of  re-r 
iiucing  the  place,  unlefe  he  could  ere^l  his  batteries  oa 
the  northern  fide  of  the  river.  But  as  this  feemed  g 
matter  of  infinite  difficulty,  his  grand  dilemma  was,  how 
to  effedli?— Nor  coul4  sUl  his  penetration  refolv^  the 


.  The  northern  ftore  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  for  n 

confidentbte  way  abpve  Quebec,  is  To  bold  and  rpcky  ^ 

to  make  it  imj^r^^icable  to  land  in  the  face  of  an  enemy. 

Below  the  town,  the  French  army  was  ftrongly  encamp-* 

.^between  the  rivers  Montmorency  ^d St.  Ch^qrles, 

.  )£  the  firft  river  fltould  be  paifedf  and  the  French  irivcn 

^919  ^^  enti:en€hments»  the  iecc»i^  would  prefe^tft 

A  >  3      '  ii^w, 
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n(rw,  and  almoft  infuperable  barrier  againP-  die  vi&ors. 
With  all  thefe  obftacles  Wolfe  was  well  acquainted  ; 
but  be  alfo  knew,  to  ufe  his  own  heroic  language^ 
«*  That  a  vidorious  army  finds  no  difficulties  !**  He 
therefore  rcfolved  to  pafs  the  river  Montmorency,  aoA 
bring  Montcalm  to  an  engagement. 

In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  part  of  the  Britifll 
July  31.  ^nny  was  landed  at  the  mouth  of  that  river,  and  fte 
main  body  was  ready  to  ford  it  higher  up,  when  ccrtada 
unpropitious  circumftances  made  it  neceflary  to  wiA- 
draw  the  troops,  and  relinquilh  the  defign.  Gene* 
ral  Wolfe's  original  plan  was,  to  attack  firft  a  detadied 
redoubt  dofe  to  the  water's  edge,  and  apparently  fitu* 
atcd  beyond  reach  of  the  fire  from  the  encmy^  eiu 
trenchments.  Should  they  attempt  to  fuf^rt'tfaat  fixv 
tification,  he  doubted  not  of  being  able  to  bring  00  a 
general  t£tion ;  and  if  they  remained  tame  fy^SMan  of 
its  &U,  he  could  afterward  cooUy  examine  their  irtua* 
tion,  and  regulate  accordingly  his  future  operttions. 
But  obferving  the  enemy  in  fome  Confufion^  he  iiflily 
changed  his  purpofe ;  and  liftening  only  to  the  ardour 
of  his  courage,  determined  immediately  to  attack  the 
French  camp» 

.With  ^at  view,  orders  Were  fent  to  the  genenb 
Tow»>fhciid  and  Murray,  to  keep  their  divifions  in  fea* 
dinefs  for  fording  the  river.  Meantime,  thirteen  com- 
panies of  Englifli  grenadiers,  and  part  of  the  ii*cond 
battalion  of  Royal  Americans,  which  had  been  ftrft 
landed,  and  direfted  to  form  upon  the  beach,' imtil  they 
could  be  properly  fuftained,  rufhed  impetuoufly  toward 
the  encmy^s  entrenchments  ;  as  if,  in  thdr  ungovern- 
able fury,  they  could  have  borne  down  every  thing  be- 
fore th^m.  But  they  were  m«  by  fo  ftrong  and  ft^y  a 
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lire,  from  the  French  mufquetry,  that  they  were  inftantly  better 
thrown  into  diforder,  and  oUiged  to  feek  (helter  in  or  xxxiv. 
behindthe  deuchcd  redoubt,  which  the  enemy  had  aban-  i^u/r?  « 
doaed  on  their  approach  '\  There  they  continued  for 
fomt  time,  before  they  could  repafs  the  river,  expofed  to 
a  dreadful  thunder-ftorm,  and  a  more  terrible  ftorm  of 
bullets,  which^oved  fatal  to  many  gallant  officers,  who 
fourlefly  expofed  their  perfons,  in  attempting  to  form 
*die  troops.  And  inftead  of  lamenting  this  early  failure, 
dio^g^  occaftoned  by  inexcuiable  precipitancy,  and  at- 
tended with  the  lofs  of  near  five  hundred  brave  men,  we 
ought  rather  to  confider  it  as  a  fortunate  event ;  for  if 
the.  whole  Britifb  army  had  be^  led  on  to  the  attacic, 
dione  is  reafon  to  believe,  from  die  flrength  of  the 
French  entrenchments,  that  the  confequences  would 
iMnre  been  more  £ital  ^K 

Madb  fenlible,  by  this  mortifying  check,  and  the 
intenatton  conneded  with  it^  ot  the  impra£ticabili« 
tf  of  approaching  Quebec,  on  the  fide  of  Mont- 
y,  while  the  marquis  de  Montcakn  chofe  to 
his  ftatioo^  Wolfe  detached  general  Mur* 
fBfg  widi  twelve  hundred  men  in  tranQx)rts,  to  co* 
operate  with  admiral  Holmes  above  the  town;  in 
endeavouring  to  defhroy  the  French  (hipping,  and 
odierwife  to  diftrefs,  and  diftrad  the  ei^cmy,  ^y  def- 
cenlt  upon  the  banks  of  the  river*  In  purfuance  of 
diefe  ioftru^ons,  Murray  made  two  vigorous  attempts 
to  land  on  the  northern  ihore,  but  without  fuccefs :  in 
die  diird,  he  was  more  fortunate.  By  a  fuddcn  defcent 
at  Chambaud,  he  burnt  a  valuable  magasine,  filled  with 

11.  Letter  from  GcDcrai  Wolfe  to  Mr;  Secretary  Pitt^  ia  London 
G0»ditt  Od.  6,  1759. 
tp  Tbii  if  io  toaat  meafttre  admitted  hj  Wolfe  Mmfelf.    Id.  loid. 
A  a  4  doatbing. 
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cloftthing,  arms,  ammunition,  and  pronfions.  Tbat 
was  a  fervicc  of  c6nri4erab!e  importance,  though  by  no 
means  adequate  \o  his  wiih^s.  The  French  fhips  wer^ 
fecured  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  be  approached  either 
Aug.  25.  by  the  ficet  or  army.  He  thcrcfurq  retqmcd  to  the 
BritKh  camp  at  the  requeft  of  the  commander  in  chie^ 
in  feme  mc.i  are  difappointed,  but  with  the  ^onfolatory 
intelligc.ice,  (received  from  his  prifoiicrs },  "That  Nia^ 
**  gara  was  taken ;  that  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Poiijt 
^^  were  abandoned  ;  and  that  general  Amhei  ii  was  enw 
f^  ployed  in  making  preparations  for  atucf ing  fhc  cnc- 
«  my  at  Ifle  Aux  J^ol\,'» 

This  intelligence,  however,  though  agreeable  in  it* 
felf,  afforded  no  profpeft  of  any  immediate  affiftance. 
The  feafon  wafted  apace  ;  and  the  fervid  fpirit  of  ge- 
ner^  Woife,  which  ^ould  nop  brook  the  moft  diibflt 
pi'ofpeft  of  ccnfure  or  difgrace,  began  to  prey  upon  his 
tiut'.irally  delicate  conftitution.  Confcious  that  the  con- 
duct of  no  leader  can  ever  be  honoured  with  true  ap- 
piaufe,  i;:il:fs  glided  with  fiicccfs,  h'j  dreaded  alike  to 
become  th?  objcft  of  the  |  ity  or  the  fcorn  of  his  capri- 
cious coiintmnc  .  His  own  hijh  notions  of  military 
glory,  tiiw  /'iblic  hope,  the  good  fortune  of  other  com- 
ma!idcrs,  all  tunr:d  inward  upon  him,  and  converted 
difapp:  intmcnt  and  the  fear  of  mifcarriage,  into  a  dif- 
cafe  that  threatened  the  diff^lution  of  his  tender  frame. 
Though  detennincuj  as  he  declared  in  his  ilifquict,  ne- 
ver to  r'rturn  to  En-Fund  without  accomplifning  his  cn- 
Scpt.  2.  tcrpiifc,  he  fent  to  the  miniftry  z  pathetic,  and  even 
defponding  account  of  his  I'.tiiation,  in  order  fcemingly 
to  prepare  the  minds  of  tliL^  people  for  the  word  '*• 

14-  "  Tht  afHiVs  of  Great  Pri*a!n,  T  know,"  fays  he,  **r«» 
**  ^ifir  tl"«:  m(»:1  iiycr^t  matfures  \  but  then  tiic  ituragt  ^f  I 
•'  I'arJjui  of  ha\e  num  fhould  bc  exerted  m/j,  whtrc  there  i%  Jimt 
**  fn-iubuity  of  i.»  ;jr .'"    Lcttif  to  Mr.  Pitt,  ub.  fup. 

Hav- 
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Having  thus  unburdened  his  mind,  and  found,    ^^^fy 
jio  doubt,  the  confequent  relief,  he  called  a  council  of    |_,  ^^./ 
his  principal  officers,  in  which  it  was  refolved.  That    A*D.wjs9* 
the  future  operations  Ihould  be  above  the  town,  in  order 
to  draw  the  French  general^  if  polfibie,  from  his  im-? 
pregnable  polition,  and  bring  on  an  engagement.    The 
^amp  at  ^^qntmorcncy  was  accordingly  abandoned  i  and      Sept.  j, 
the  whole  Britifli  army  being  embarked  on  board  the 
fleet,  part  of  it  was  landed  at  Point  Levi,  and  part  car- 
ried  higher  up  the  river,    Tl^e  §ood  efFe£ts  of  this  new 
fcheme  were  foon  vifible. 

The  marquis  de  iVIontcalm  apprehenfive  that  the  in- 
vaders  migt^^  make  a  diftant  defcent,  and  come  on  the 
back  of  the  city  of  Quebec,  detached  M.  de  Bougain- 
ville, with  fifteen  hundred  men,  in  order  to  watch  their 
motions,  and  by  that  means  weakened  his  own  army. 
Meantime  a  daring  planwas  fornnedby  the  three  Englifli 
brigadier  generals,  and  prefented  to  the  commander  m 
chief}  namely  a  [>ropo(a],  for  landing  the  troops  in  the 
night  under  the  heights  of  Abraham,  a  little  above  the 
town,  in  hopes  of  (conquering  the  rugged  afceiu  be* 
fore  morning. 

The  very  boldnefs  of  this  plan,  which  was  conceiv- 
ed while  Wolfe  was  confined  by  ficknefs,  recommended 
1 1  to  his  generous  and  intrepid  fpirit.  The  ftream  was  ra- 
pid, the  (hore  fhelving,  the  intended  landing-place  fonar«* 
low  as  to  be  eafily  milTed  in  the  dark,  andthefteepfodiffi- 
cult  as  hju-dly  to  be  afcended  in  the  day-^me,  even  with- 
out oppofition.  The  French  general  could  not  think  that 
^  deicent  would  be  attempted  in  defiance  of  fo  many  ob- 
ihicles. '  ItwaseSe6ted,  however,  iferith  equal  judgment 
and  vigour.  Wolfe  himfelf  vms  one  of  the  firft  who 
Jeaped  on  ihore.  Colonel  f  lowe,  with  the  Highlanders 
and  light  infantry,  led  the  way  upi  the  dangerous  preci- 
pice*  All  the  troops  vied  with  each  other  in  emulating 

the 
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the  gallant  example  ;  and  the  whole  Britifh  army  had 
reached  the  fummit,  and  was  ranged  under  its  proper 


5cpt.  13.      officers  by  break  of  day. 

Montcalm,  as  Wolfe  had  forefeefi,  when  inform- 
ed that  the  invaders  had  gained  the  heights  of  Abraham, 
which  in  a  manner  command  Quebec,  could  not  at 
firft  credit  the  alarming  intelligence.  The  afcent  of  aa 
army  by  fuch  a  precipice  exceeded  all  his  ideas  of  mi- 
litary enterprife.  He  believed  it  to  be  only  a  kint^ 
magnified  by  report,  in  order  to  induce  him  to  abandon 
his  ftrong  poft.  But  when  convinced  of  its  reality,  he 
no  longer  hefitated  what  courfe  to  purfue;  when  he 
found  that  a  battle  could  not  prudently  be  avoided,  he 
bravely  refolved  to  hazard  one,  and  immediately  put  his 
troops  in  motion  for  that  purpofe. 

No  fooner  did  general  Wolfe  perceive  the  enemf 
croffing  the  river  St.  Charles,  than  he  began  to  fom 
his  own  line,  which  coniifted  of  fix  battalions  and  Ae 
Louifburg  grenadiers.  The  right  wing  was  commanded 
by  general  Monlcton,  and  the  left  by  general  Muriay. 
Colonel  Howe,  with  the  light  infentry,  fecured  the  rear ; 
and  as  the  marquis  de  Montcalm  advanced  in  fuchamaii- 
ncr  as  to  (hew  his  intention  was  to  out-flank  the  left  of 
the  Englifli  army,  general  Townfliend  was  fentthidier 
with  the  regiment  of  Amherft,  \i*ich  he  formed  n 
potenccj  fo  as  to  prefent  a  double  front  to  the  enemr. 
The  body  of  referve  confifted  of  one  regiment^  dravn 
up  in  eight  fubdivifions,  with  large  intervals. 

The  difpofition  of  the  French  army  was  no  Ic6 
mafterly.  The  right  wing  was  con^fed  of  half  the 
colony  troops,  two  battalions  of  European  fddiers,  aiil 
a  body  of  Indians.  The  centre  confifted  of  a  cdumn 
formed  of  two  other  battalions  of  regulars  ;  and  one 

b^tttlioa 
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dien  of  reguhrs^  with  the  remainder  of  the  colony •«     ^JJri^ 
Pi  fecured  the  left  wing.    The  bufliet  and  corn*    ^|_,^-,,4 
I  in  the  enemy's  front  were  filled  with  fifteen  hun*    ^.  V.  1759- 
of  their  beft  markfinen,  who  kq>t  up  an  irregulac 
ng  fire^  which  proved  fiital  to  many  brave  BritiQi 
exSm 

*HAT  fire  was  the  more  ieverely  felt,  as  the  Brid/k 
pt  were  ordered  to  keep  up  their*s.  This  they  did 
I  g^eat  patience  and  fortitude,  until  the  French  main 
r  advanced  within  forty  yards  of  their  line.  -  Then 
.poured  in9  at  a  general  difcharge,  a  thick  (hower  of 
:I9S^  which  took  full  effe£^  and  made  terrible  havock 
iig  die  enemy's  ranks.  Nor  did  any  relaxation  of 
dir  take  jJace.  The  Britifli  fire  was  fu{^xMrted  with 
amc  power  it  had  been  begun^  and.the  enemy  every 
re  yielded  to  it.  But  in  the  moment  when  the  for* 
I  cfAc  field  began  to  declare  itfdf,  general  Wolfe^ 
W»  preffing  on  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers^  re- 
od  a  fioal  bullet  in  his  hreaft,  and  fell  in  the  arms 
lAory* 

USTIAD  of  being  difconcerted  by  the  \o&  of  their 
mander,  every  feparate  regiment  of  the  Bridfharmy 
led  to  exert  idelf  for  the  honour  of  its  own  particular 
tSta^  as  well  as  the  glory  of  the  whole.  While  the 
ndiers  took  vengeance  with  their  bayonets,  gene* 
Murray  brifldy  advanced  with  the  tropps  under  his 
Sdosh  ^  broke  die  centre  of  the  French  army. 
m  it  was  diat  die  Highlanders,  drawing  their  broad 
rdSy  completed  the  confufion  of  the  enemy  i  and 
ng  upon  diem  with  refifUefe  fury,  drove  the  fugi- 
B  with  great  flaughter  toward  die  city  of  Quebec,  or 
er  certain  fortificadons  which  the  Canadians  had 
^  on  die  bwks  of  die  liver  St«  Charles. 

Thb 
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FART  II.        The  other  divifions  of  the  Britifh  army  did  not  he. 

ArD.  i75f.  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^'^  gallantry,  •  Cdonel  Howe^  with  part  of 
the  light  infantry,  having  taken  poft  behind  a  final 
copfe.  Tallied  out  frequently  upon  the  flanks  of  the  ene« 
my>  during  their  fpiritcd  attack  on  the  other  part  of  hit 
diviiion,  and  often  drove  tliem  into  heaps,  while  brigadier 
general  Townfhcnd  advanced  againft  their  front;  fo that 
the  French  general's  defign  of  turning  the  left  flank  of 
the  Englifli  arnry  was  totally  defeated.  But  the  g^Oaiit 
officer,  who  had  fo  remarkably  contributed  to  this  6r- 
vice,  was  fuddenly  called  to  a  more  important  ftatMi^ 
in  confequence  of  a  new  d^i&e^.  General  Monkto% 
who  had  fucceeded  general  Wolfe^  according  to  die 
order  of  military  precedency,'  being  dangeroufly  wound* 
cd,  the  chief  command  devolved  upon  Townihendy  tf 
next  in  feniority.  On  receiving  the  melanchdy  new% 
he  haftened  to  the  centre  ;  and  finding  the  troops  fene- 
Vfhzt  difordered  in  the  ardour  of  purfuit,  he  fenned 
them  again  with  all  poffible  celerity.  That  aA  of  ^ 
per^fhlp,  however,  was  fcarce  completed,  whep  M,  de 
Bougainville,  with  a  body  of  two  thoufand  firefh  treop^ 
appeared  in  the  rear  of  the  victorious  army.  He  had  b&* 
gun  his  m^ch  ffom  Cape  Rouge^  a  confiderablc  way  up 
the  river,  as  foon  as  he  received  intelligence  diat  the 
Britifh  forces  had  gained  the  heights  of  Abraham.  But 
fortunately  the  main  body  of  the  French  army  was, 
by  this  time,  fo  much  broken  and  difperfcd,  that  Bou« 
gainvillc  did  not  think  it  advifeable  to  hasard  a  new 
attack  '^ 

The  victory  was  indeed  decifive.     The  brave  mafg 
^uis  de  Montcalm^  and  his  fccond  in  comixiand|  were 

15.  ZetttF  from  brigadier-general  Towofhefid  to  Mr.  Seatmf 
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both  mortally  wounded.     About  a  thoufand  of  the  cne-     ISTTER 
my  were  made  prifoners,  and  near  an  equal  number  fell     ^  ,-  V 
in  the  battle  or  purfuit.     The  remainder  of  their    A.  D.  1759- 
army,  unable  to  keep  the  field,  retired  firft  to  Point 
au  Tremble,  and  afterward  to  Trois  Rivieres  and 
Montreal. 

The  lofs  of  die  EnglUh,  with  refpeft  to  numbers,  wa» 
rery  inconilderable :  both  the  killed  and  woimded  did 
not  exceed  five  hundred  men#  But  the  death  of  gene- 
ral Wolfe  was  a  national  misfortune,  and  accompanied 
mth  circumftances  fufficiendy  interreftlng  to-  merit  a 
particular  detail.  He  firft  received  a  fhot  in  the  wrift  ; 
but  wrapt  a  handkerchief  round  his  arm,  and  encourag- 
ed his  men  to  advance,  without  diicovering  the  leaft  dif« 
compofure.  He  next  received  a  (hot  in  the  groin,^  whidi 
he  alfo  concealed.  Even  after  die  mortal  bullet  had 
pierced  his  breaft,.  he  fuffered  himfelf  unwillingly  to  be 
carried  behind  the  ranks.  Under  all  the  agonies  of  ap* 
(proactuAg  diflblution,  his  anxiety  for  the  fortune  of 
'Ae  field  continued ;  and  when  told  that  the  French 
army  was  totally  routed,  and  fled  on  all  (ides,  ^<  Then,*' 
&td  he,  **I  am  happy!"— and  inftantly  expired,  in 
a  kind  of  patriotic  tranfport^  which  feemed  to  dilFule 
over  his  darkening  countenance,,  an  air  of  exultation 
and  tritunph* 

WotFE,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five,  to  all  the  fer^'our 
of  (pirit,  the  liberality  of  fentiment,  the  humanity,,  ge- 
■nerofity,  and  enlarged  views  of  the  hero,  united  no  in^ 
confiderable  (hare  of  the  pretence  of  mind  and  militai^y 
(kill  that  conftitute  the  great  commander.  He  needed 
only  years  and  opportunity  of  s^ion  to  place  him  on  a 
level  with  the  moil  celebrated  generals  of  any  age  or 
nation  i  to-  moderate  his  ardour,  expand  his  faculdes^ 

'  and 
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PART  n.    2Xii  give  to  his  intuitive  perception  and  (cientific  know 
li.D.  1759.    ledge,  the  corredbieft  of  judgment  perfected  by  ex* 
..perience. 

MoKTCALM,  the  French  general^  was  not  inferior 
to  his  antagonif}  in  military  talents.  Though  le&fer. 
tunate  in  the  laft  fcenc  of  his  life,  he  had  often  been 
vi£Vorious ;  and  he  made  the  moft  judicious  di^Kifidons 
diat  human  prudence  could  fugged,  both  before  tfaebalde 
of  Quebec  and  during  the  engagement*  Nor  wcrekis 
dying  words  lefsremarkablethanthofe  of  Wolfe.  ^In 
^  glad  of  it !"  faid  he,  when  informed  that  his  womil 
was  mortal ;  and  on  being  told  he  could  fiinrive  mf 
ly  a  few  hours,  he  gallantly  replied^  ^  So  much  tbe 
<'  better  \—  I  (hall  not  then  live  to  fee  the  fnicadtf 
«*  of  Quebec 'V* 

,  That  event,  as  the  illuftrious  Montcalm  fercfini^ 

was  not  diftant.  Five  dajrs  after  the  vi^ory  gained  ia 
Sept.  18.  its  neighbourhood,  the  city  of  Quebec  flirrendeicd  to 
tiie  Englifh  fleet  and  army,  which  were  preparii^  for  t 
grand  attack.  By  the  articles  of  capitulation,  the  in- 
habitants  were  to  be  protedled  in  the  free  exercife  of 
riicir  religion,  and  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  civil 
rights,  until  a  general  peace  fhould  decide  dieir  futuit 
condition  •■ .  Thus  was  the  capital  of  New  France  re- 
duced under  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain^  after  an  ar- 
duous campaign  of  about  three  months ;  and,  alldicum-  I 
fiances  confidercd,  pciiiaps  tfiere  never  was  a  naval  aod 
military  enterprife  conduced  with  more  fteady  perle- 
vcrancc,  or  diflii^ifhcd  by  more  vigour  and  abifity. 

While  the  Britifli  generals  were  thus  making  npi 
ilrides  toward  the  final  conqucfl  of  the  French  empiie 

16.  Knox's  Campai^,  Tol.  u.    17,  London  dnutte,  nbi  hf, 
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in  America,  M.  dc  Lally  the  French  governor-general  lettfr 
in  the  Eaft  Indies,  threatened  with  utter  fubje£Kon  the  ^-'j^^^ 
Englifli  fottlements  in  the  Carnatic.  Having  reduced  ^^^  '75f* 
Fort  St.  David  and  Cudalore,  as  already  related,  his 
next  attempt  was  againft  Madrais,  the  principal  Englifh 
(ettlement  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.  This  place  was 
regularly  invefted  by  two  thouduid  European  troops,  and 
a  large  body  of  Sepoys,  after  its  brave  but  flender  garri- 
Ibn  had  made  every  poflible  effort  to  keep  the  enemy  at 
a  diftance.  And  by  the  refolution  of  governor  Pigot, 
and  the  perfevering  courage  of  colonel  Draper,  colonel 
Lawrence,  and  other  gallant  officers,  it  was  enabled  to 
hold  out  till  the  arrival  of  fuccours.  On  the  appearance 
of  captain  Kempenfclt  in  the  Queenboroughman  of  war, 
and  die  company's  fliip  Revenge,  with  a  reinforcement 
of  fix  hundred  men,  from  England,  the  French  general 
found  himfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  raifing  the  fiege  ; 
greatly  mortified  and  enraged  at  a  di&ppointment,  which 
blafted  all  his  {anguine  hopes  of  expelling  the  Englifh 
from  die  peninfula  of  Indoftan. 

The  Britifli  forces  in  the  Carnatic,  diough  ftrll  infe- 
rior to  diofe  of  the  enemy  in  numbers,  now  took  the 
field  in  different  divifions,  and  reduced  fucceffively  the 
French  fetdements  of  MafuFipatam  and  Cohjeveram. 
Major  Brereton,  however,  unhappily  &iled  in  a  rafh  but 
vigorous  attack  upon  Vandimfb.  He  was  repulfed  with 
die  lofs  of  two  hundred  men.  But  Vandivafh  was  af- 
terward recfuced,  and  alfo  Camagollvy  by  colonel 
Coote,  who  had  fuperccded  Brereton  In  the  command  of 
die  Britifh  fcuires.  This  able  officer  bravely  maintained 
his  conqueft,  and  defeated  a  ftrong  army  under  general 
Lally,  who  made  a  bold  attempt  to  reg^nn  poffcffion  of 
die  dilputed  fettleaient. 

The 
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FAt.T  II.         Xhb  battle  of  Vandivalh  was  accompanied  with  fc. 

A^d7»  w  veral  circumftances  fufficiently  interefting  to  merit  a 
defcription.  General  Lally  being  early  deferted  by  his 
whole  body  of  cavulr}*,  in  conTequencc  of  a  brifk 
cannonade^  put  himfelf  at  the  head  ojf  his  line  .of  in- 
fantry, and  impetuoufly  rufhed  into  ac^on;  Cdoael 
Coote  coolly  received  the  enemy  at  the  head  of  his  own 
regiment,  which  he  had  formed  in  a  line,  bppbfed 
obliquely  to  their's*  Nor  did  he  alter  his  difpofltiobi  al- 
though they  did.  After  two  difcharges^  the  regiment  of 
Lorrain  vigoroufly  prefTed  on,  in  the  form  of  acolmno, 
Arough  a  heavy  fire,  and  threatened  to  bear  down  all 
refinance*  In  an  inilant  the  two  regiments  were  en* 
gaged  at  the  puQi  of  the  bayonet.  The  front  of  tfc 
French  column  at  firft  broke  the  Englifh  line,  and  a  mC* 
mentary  confufion  enfued.  But  no  fooner  did  man  en- 
counter man  in  fmgle  oppofition,  than  the  fuperioriiy  of 
Britiih  prowefs  was  confplcuous.  The  field  was  fiiddenly 
firewed  with  killed  and  wounded  Frenchmen.  The  regi- 
ment of  Lorrain  was  broken,  routed,  and  hotly  piurfiioL 

This  conflift  was  followed  by  anodier,  no  Icfs 
bloody,  which  finally  decided  the  fortune  of  the  day. 
As  foon  as  colonel  Coote  could  reftrain  the  ardour  of 
his  own  vidorious  battalion,  he  rode  along  the  line, 
and  ordered  major  Brereton  to  advance  with  Draper's 
jregiment  (the  colonel  hajing  returned  to  England  for 
the  recovery  of  his  health)  and  take  pofTcffion  of  a  forti- 
fied poft,  which  the  enemy  fcemed  to  have  abandoned. 
In  making  this  effort  the  major  was  mortally  wounded, 
but  not  before  he  faw  that  the  poft  was  gained*  "Fol- 
"  low  your  blow  !"  faid  he  greatly  to  fome  of  the  fd- 
diers,  who  offered  to  aifift  him ;  ^  and  leave  me  to  0j 
•'fate!" 

That 
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Th  AT  fervice  was  gallantly  performed  by  majopMort-    i'^Uj^^ 
fon,  who  now  fucceeded  to  the  command  of  Draper's     x_r  ^-  ^f 
regiment.  In  vain  did  M.  de  BufTy  attempt  to  recover  the    ^'  ^'  '759« 
dear-earned  poft,  at  the  head  of  the  regiment  of  Lally  j 
in  vain,  to  maintain  the  combat  on  the  plain*  His  horfe 
being  fliot  under  him,  he  was  made  prifoner,  in  lead- 
ing on  to  the  pufh  of  the  bayonet  the  few  troops  that 
•  preferved  any  countenance.  Major  Monfon  received  his 
,    fword.     The  regiment  of  Lally  was  utterly  broken  ; 
and  the  French  general,  having  loft  fix  hundred  men^ 
was  happy  to  fave  the  wreck  of  his  army,  by  abandon- 
ing his  catifp  to  the  viciors  '?.    The  routed  infantry 
fonned  behind  the  cavalry,  which  had  recovered  from 
their  panic,  and  the  flight  was  conduced  with  fome 
degree  of  order* 

Nor  were  thefe  the  only  achievements  of  the  Britifh 

forces  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  in  the  courfe  of  this  memor* 

able  year.    During  the  progrefs  of  colonel  Coote  on  the 

coaft  of  Coromandel,  admiral  Pococke,  with  an  inferior 

force,  defeated  the  French  fleet,  under  M*  d'  Ache^  in 

a   tliird   and   defperate  engagement^   though  without 

capturing  any  (hips.     Surat,  a  place  of  great  confe- 

qucnce  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  was  taken  by  a  detach* 

meat  from  the  Englifh  fettlement  of  Bombay.     The 

French  favflory  there  was  deftroyed  ;  and,  on  the  oppo- 

fite  fide  of  the  peninfula,  the  Dutch  were  chaftifed,  for 

attempting  to  acquire  an  afcendency  in  Bengal. 

These  avaritious  republicans,  whofe  grafping  fpirit 
no  principles  can  moderate,  no  treaties  reftraln,  be- 
come jealous  of  the  growth  of  the  Englifti  power  in  the 
Eaft, Indies,  and  enraged  at  the  lofs  of  certain  branches 

19.  Ormc,  ffif,  h.h/L  book  x»u 
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PART  II.  of  tradc>  which  they  iud  been  accufiomed  to  monopolize, 
A.  D.  1759.  formed  a  confpiracy  for  the  extirpation  of  their  rivals, 
as  atrocious  as  that  of  Amboyna.  In  coniequence  of 
this  confpiracy  (in  which  the  French  and  the  Nabob  of 
Bengal  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  engaged),  the  govern- 
ment of  Batavia,  under  pretence  of  reinforcing  their 
fettlement  at  Chincura,  fciit  an  armament  of  feven  (hips, 
and  thirteen  hundred  land-forces  up  the  river  Hugfaley. 
The  troops  were  landed  near  Tannah  Fort,  and  a  detach- 
ment from  Chine ura  advanced  to  meet  them.  Meantime 
colonel  Fordc,  who  had  been  appointed  to  watch  their 
motions,  at  the  head  of  the  troops  of  tho  Engliih  Eaft 
India  Company,  gave  battle  iirft  to  the  detachment  and 
afterward  to  the  main  body  ^  defeated  both  ;  killed  four 
hundred  and  forty  men,  and  made  all  the  fugitives  pri« 
foners.  About  the  fame  time,  three  Englifh  Eaft  India 
fiiips  (armed  and  manned  for  defperate  fervice)  gave 
battle  to  the  Dutch  fquadron,  ai>d  obliged  the  whole 
to  ftrike,  after  an  obftinate  engagement  *^. 

Seeing  their  armument  thus  hdmblcd,  thefa£bryat 
Chincura  agreed  to  fuch  conditions  as  the  government  of 
Calcutta  tliought  proper  to  impofe,difclaiming  all  know- 
ledge of  hoftiie  intentions.  Similar  proteflations  were 
made  by  the  States-general  in  Europe  j  and  the  Britifli 
miniflry,  though  by  no  means  convinced  of  their  good 
felth,  feemcd  to  admit  their  apology.  The  chaftife  • 
ment  infli£led,  th()L'r;h  neccfiary  for  felf-defence,  was 
thougiit  fuiTicicritly  fevcrc  to  operate  as  a  corre£tion. 

Every  where  vI:lorious  by  land,  and  crowned  with 
conqucft  at  both  extremities  of  the  earth,  thefuccefsof 
the  Britiih  arms  in  Europe  v.us  no  lefs  fplendid  by  fca. 

20    CompirM  P,-f'tJcns  of  tl'r  hoOile  attempt  of  the  Dutch  A 

Bcn^',  trin:;T:i;tcJ  to  chci:£i\  India  Houfc. 

Elarcd 
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Elated  with  their  advantage  at  St.  Cas,  the  French  talk-  LETTER 
cd  loudly  of  retaliating  the  infults  on  their  coafts,  by  in-  |^,  _  ^ 
yading,  at  the  fame  time.  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  A-U.  175^ 
three  difierent  places.  Their  minfftry,  embarrafled  by 
the  failure  of  public  credit,  were  happy  to  indulge  the 
national  vanity.  Large  bodies  of  troops  were  accord- 
ingly aflembled  on  the  coafts  of  the  Channel ;  men  of 
war  and  tranfports  were  collected/ and  flat-bottomed 
boats  prepared  at  the  principal  fea-ports.  A  fmall  ar- 
mament, faid  to  be  deftined  for  the  invafion  of  Scot- 
l*id,  was  to  fail  from  Dunkirk,  under  the  conduft  of 
M.  dc  Thurot,  who  had  greatly  diftinguiihedhimfelf  as 
the  commander  of  a  privateer;  that  fuppofed  to  be 
defigned  againft  Ireland,  was  to  fail  from  Vannes, 
in  Lower  Britanny ;  the  land  forces  to  be  commanded 
by  the  duke  d'Aguillon,  and  the  fleet,  which  was  pre- 
paring at  Breft,  by  M.  de  Conflans  ;  while  the  troops 
intended  for  the  invafion  of  Englaiid,  if  any  fuch  in- 
tention ever  exifted,  were  to  fail  from  Havre  de  Grace, 
and  other  ports  on  die  coaft  of  Normandy,  in  flat-bot- 
tomed boats,  and  land  in  the  night,  under  able  com* 
manders  on  the  oppofite  (hore. 

In  order  to  defeat  the  purpofe  of  thefe  boafted  ar- 
maments, an  Englifh  fquadron,  under  commodore  Boys, 
was  ftationed  off  Dunkirk  ;  the  port  of  Havre  de  Grace 
was  guarded,  and  the  town  fucccfsfuUy  bombarded,  by 
rear-admiral  Rodney ;  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  with  a  for- 
midable force,  blocked  up  the  harbour  of  Breft, •where 
the  French  fleet,  under  Conflans,  lay  in  readinefs  to  con- 
duft,  as  ^vas  fuppofed,  the  tranfports  and  flat-bottomed 
boats  belonging  to  the  grand  armament ;  and  a  fmall  fqiia* 
dron  detached  from  that  under  Hawke,  hovered  on  the^ 
coaft  of  Britanny.  Thefe  precnutions  were  continued 
during  the  whole  fummer.  All  the  ports  cf  France  in 
Bb2  the 
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PART  II.  the  Channel  were  under  an  aftual  blockade  >  and  the 
A.  U.  1750.  P^^ojeSed  invafions,  in  confequence  of  this  reftraint^ 
feemed  to  be  laid  afide  by  the  French  miniftry  till  the 
month  of  Auguft,  when  the  battle  of  Minden  having 
baffled  all  their  defigns  upon  Hanover,  they  turned  their 
attention  ferioufly  toward  their  naval  armaments. 

In  the  mean  time  admiral  Bofcawen,  who  command- 
ed the  Britifli  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  was  employed 
in  blocking  up,  in  the  harbour  of  Toulon,  a  French 
fquadron,  under  M.  de  la  Clue,  defigned  toaf&ft*as 
was  believed,  in  the  defcents  upon  the  coafts  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  But  Bofcawen  finding  it  neceflary 
to  return  to  Gibraltar  to  careen,  M*  de  la  Clue  took  that 
opportunity  to  attempt  to  pafs  the  Straits,  and  ba^i 
nearly  accompli  (lied  his  purpofe,  when  he  was  diicovei- 
,  ed  by  the  Englifli  admiral ;  purfued,  and  overtaken  oa 
.  Auguft  18,  off  Cape  Lagos,  on  the  coaft  of  Porj 
tugal.  I'he  fquadrons  were  nearly  equal  in  force  ^  (he 
.  French  confifted  of  twelve,  and  the  Englifh  of  fourteeD 
(hips  of  the  line.  The  French,  however,  made  but  a 
feeble  refiftance.  The  admiral's  fhip,  named  the  Ocean,  of 
eighty  guns,  and  the  Redoubtable,  of  feventy-four  gunf, 
were  deftroyed  5  and  the  Temeraire  of  twenty-four, 
and  the  Modefte  of  fixty-four  guns,  were  taken  **. 

^  This  difaftcr  did  not  difcourage  the  French  im'niftry 
from  their  projc£tcd  invafions.  The  greateft  prepara- 
tions were  made  at  Breft  and  Rochfort ;  and  the  long 
r.eglefted  Pretender,  again  flattered  and  careflcd,  is 
faid  to  have  remained  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Vanncs 
In  difguife,  in  order  once  more  to  hazard  his  peribo, 
and  countenance  a  revolt  in  the  dominioixs  of  his  an- 

zi.  EofcaweA'sZc/z^r,  in  London  Gasr//o  Sept*  7,  1759* 
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ceftors,   to  ferve  the  ambitious  purpofes  of  France.    LETTiR 

XXX  iV 

Happily  the  execution  of  that  fcheme,  which  might        _      *^ 

have  produced  much  confufion,  was  prevented,  by  the   A.  D.  1751. 

vigilance  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  till  the  feafon  of  ac» 

tion  was  paft.    But  the  French,  in  their  ardour,  feemed 

to  difregard  the  courfe  of  the  feaibns  and  the  rage  of 

the  elements.     The  Englifh  fleet  being  driven  oft'  the 

coaft  of  France  by  a  violent  ftorm,  Conflans  put  to  fea 

with  twenty-one  fail  of  the  line  and  four  frigates,  and 

threw  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  into 

the  utmoft  terror  and  confternation.     But  their  alarm 

was  only  for  a  moment. 

.> 

Sir  Edward  Hawke,  who  had  taken  (hcltcr  in  Tor-' 
bay,  alfo  put  to  fea  widi  twenty-two  (hips  of  the  line,' 
and  came  up  with  the  enemy  between  Belleifle  and  Cape 
Quiberon.  The  French  admiral,  being  on  his  owck^ 
coa&y  with  which  he  was  perfectly  well  acquainted,  and 
not  chuilng  openly  to  hazard  a  battle  or  expofe  himfelf 
to  the  difgrace  of  a  retreat,  attempted  to  take  advantage 
of  a  lee-fhore,  (own  thick  with  rocks  and  (hoals.  Am 
mong  diefe  he  hoped  to  remain  fecure,  or  to  profit  by 
the  temerity-  of  his  antagonift.  He  accordingly  col- 
le£led  his  fleet  under  the  land.  Hawke  faw  the  danger^ 
and  determined  to  brave  it ;  though,  in  fo  doing,  he 
perhaps  obeyed  the  dilates  of  his  own  impetuous  cou- 
rage rather  than  thofe  of  a  prudent  forefight.  ^  While 
his  fleet  remained  entire,  he  was  at  all  times  equal  ta 
the  important  charge  with  which  he-  was  entrufted  by 
his  fovereign,  the  protedion  of  the  Britifh  kingdoms  ; 
but,  fhould'it  be  deffroyed  by  fortuitous  means,  the  con- 
fequences  might  prove  very  diftreifing  to  his  country. 

Happily,  on  this  occafion,   the  Englifh  admiral, 

whofe  honefl  mind  was  not  the  moft  enlightened,  and 

B  b  3  whofe 
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V  RT  IT.  whofc  lion-heart  had  never  liftened  to  the  cautious  fug* 
j^jXij^S.  gcftions  of  fear,  being  little  acquainted  wiA  confe- 
quential  reafoning,  paid  left  regard  to  die  poffibk 
di&fter  than  to  the  probability  of  acquiring  a  complete 
vid^ory,  and  eflentially  ferving  his  country,  l>y  die  de^ 
ftruSion  of  the  French  fleet,  Regardlefe  of  every  peril, 
Hoy.  so.  he  bore  down  with  full  fail  upon  the  enemy,  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  ordered  the  pilot  to  lay  hb 
own  {hip,  the  Royal  George,  along  fide  of  that  of  the 
French  admiral,  named  the  Royal  Sun. 

The  pilot  reprefented  the  danger  of  the  coaft.  «*  By 
**  this  remonftrance,"  (aid  Hawke,  *'  you  have  done 
^your  duty:  now  execute  nxy  orders,  and  I  wiH 
^  endeavour  to  do  nune.'*  He  reludandy  obeyed. 
Confians  did  not  decline  the  cotnbat ;  but  a  I^rench 
captain,  with  the  gallantry  peculiar  to  his  nation,  threw 
himfelf  between  the  two  admirals.  One  broadiide  bom. 
the  Royal  George,  and  ahighiea,fenthisnobleihii]^caB- 
eddie  Thefee,  with  him  and  all  his  crew  to  the  bottom. 
The  Superbeihareddieiamefate.  TheFormtdableftnKfc 
her  colours.  The  Royal  Sun  drovea-ihore,andwas burnt 
by  her  own  people,  as  the  Hero,  was  by  the  Britifli  fei- 
uncn.  The  Jufte  funk  at  the  mouth  of  the  Loire.  Un- 
£3rtunately,  however,  a  tempeftuous  night,  which  fitted 
the  French  fleet  from  utter  ruin,  proved  iatal  to  two 
Englifli  (hips  of  the  line.  They  ran  upona  fand-bank, 
and  were  irretrievably  loft.  But  all  the  men,  and  part 
of  the  ftores  were  faved**. 

This  juftly  celebrated  victory,  which  broke  die boaft- 
ed  effort  of  the  naval  power  of  France,  freed  the  tnhiu- 

22.  Sir  Edward  Hawke*s  Letter,  in  London  Gaxette,  Nov.  3a 
1759,  and  iuforniation  afterward  received  relative  to  the  a^'oo. 
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bitants  of  South  Britain  from  all  the  apprehcnfions  of  an     I-ETTEft. 
invafion.     But  the  people  of  North  Britain  were  ftill    v^^i^i 
kept  under  alarm.    The  famous  adventurer  1  hurot  had    A.  D.  1759. 
got  out  of  Dunkirk  a  little  before  Conflans  left  Breft. 
His  fquadron  confifted  of  one  (hip  of  forty-four  gunjr, 
named  the  Belleifle,  inionour  of  the  French  miniftcr ; 
three  frigates  of  thirty  guns  each,  and  one  of  twenty- 
four  ;  the  whole  carrying  about  twelve  hundred  knJ- 
forces. 

With  this  force  Thurot  failed  mto  the  North  Sea, 
and  fhewed  a  difpofition  to  land  on  the  coaft  of  Scot- 
land, in  the  neighbourhood  of  Aberdeen :  but  bein"* 
purlued  by  commodore  Boys,  he  was  obliged  to  take 
(belter  in  Gottenburg  in  Sweden,  and  afterward  in 
Bergen  in  Norway.  During  thefe  voyages,  in  an  in- 
clement feafon,  his  men  became  fickly,  his  (hips  were 
greatly  fhattered,  and  he  loft  company  with  one  of 
them.  He  determined,  however,  to  attempt  fomething 
worthy  of  his  former  exploits,  before  he  returned  to 
France.  Nor  was  he  void  of  hopes  of  yet  co-operating 
with  Conflans,  with  whofe  defeat  he  was  unacquaint- 
ed. He  accordingly  failed  for  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  and 
made  himfelf  matter  of  Carrickfergus.  Having  there 
vi^hialled  his  fliips,  pillaged  the  town,  and  got  cer- 
tain intelligence  of  the  ruin  of  the  French  fleet,  he 
again  put  to  fea,  and  fleered  his  courfe  homeward. 
But  he  was  fwiftly  purfued  by  captain  Elliot,  in  the 
^olus  frigate  of  thirty-fix  guns,  accompanied  by  the 
^las  and  Brilliant  of  thirty- two  guns  each,  and  over- 
taken near  the  Ifle  of  Man.  The  force  on  both  fides  Feb.  jg. 
was  nearly  equal :  the  commanders  were  rivals  in  va-  '^  0.176© 
lour  and  naval  (kill ;  the  crews  were  tried ;  and  the 
engagement  that  took  place  was  obftinate  and  bloody. 
The  death  of  the  gallant  Thurot  determined  the  con- 
B  b  4  teft. 
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PART  II.     ^gfl.^     'The  Belleifle  ftruck  her  colours,  and  the  whole 
A.  p.  1 760.    French  fquadron  inftantly  followed  her  example  *'. 

These  naval  vidories,  with  the  conquefts  acquired 
by  the  Britiih  arms  in  North  America,  and  in  the  Eaft 
and  Weft  Indies  ;  in  a  word,  wherever  fhipping  could 
give  a  fupcriority,  fufficicntly  pointed  out  to  the  intel- 
ligent part  of  the  nation  the  true  line  of  future  hofti^ 
lities,  and  the  madnefs  of  pcrfifting  in  the  profecution  of 
a  ruinous  German  war.  Yet  was  it  refolved,  by  the  popu- 
lar  adminiftration,  not  only  to  profecute  that  war,  but  to 
make  it  the  fupreme  object  during  the  enfuing  cam- 
paign.   Three  millions  fteriing  were  accordingly  grant* 
ed,  by  parliament,  in  fubfidies,  to  German  princes,  be- 
fide   the  enormous  fupplies  demanded  for  maintaining 
iwenty-nve  thoufand  Britifli  troops  in  Weftphaiia,  And 
all  thefe  troops  and  fubfidies,  it  muft  be  owned,  were  ne- 
ccflary  for  the  defence  of  the  eleilorate  of  Hano\'er, 
and  in  order  to  enable  the  king  of  PruiEa  to  fupporthis 
declining    fortune    againft   the   Auftrians,     Ruffians, 
Swedes,  and  the  Army  of  the  Empire.     But  vriiy  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  fliould  burthen  themiefves  fi»r 
fuch  purpofes,  with  between  five  and  fix  millions  of 
debt  annually,  is  a  qucftion  that  no  good  citisen  coaM 
aiifwor  with  temper,  and  which  a  quiet  fubjeA  would 
jiot  chufc  to  invcftigatc.    It  will,  therefore,  be  enough 
to  fay,  That  fuch  was  the  vAfh  of  the  monarch,  and  the 
will  of  the  minifler,  who  governed  the  populace  and 
the   parlli-incnt   with   abfolutc   fway;    and   who   had 
the  addrcf?  to  convince  both.  That  it  would  be  unge- 
nerous in  Great  Britain,  and  unworthy  of  her  glory,  to 
dcTcrt  an  illuftrious  ally  in  diftrefs,  after  having  en- 
couraged him  to  engage  in  fo  arduous  a  ftruggle  ;  or  to 
permit  the  cledloral  dominions  of  her  fovereign,  hov* 

93.  tpadon  CazettC)  Much  5,  170c. 
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foever  their  value,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  tn  IBTTEit 
ly  whoaa  Ihe  had  vanquiihed  in  every  other  part  of  y  ^]"^ 
/orld.  A.  D.  i7tek 

HE  people  of  France  were  no  lefe  generous  to  their 

As  the  ordinary  refources  of  the  (late  had  failed, 

rincipal  nobility  and  gentry,  in  imitation  of  his  ex- 

e,  threw  their  plate  into  the  public  treafury,  in  or- 

0  enable  him  to  fupport  with  vigour  the  war  in 
nany ;  confcious  that  the  ftrength  of  the  kingdom 
[  there,  on  its  own  frontier,  be  exerted  to  the 
eft  advantage,  and  that  of  Great  Britain  with  the 
efFed.  The  French  army  in  Weftphalia  was  ac- 
ngly  augmented  to  one  hundred  thouiand  men,  un- 
le  duke  de  Broglio,  now  honoured  with  a  mare- 
s  ftaff,  and  entrufted  with  the  chief  command  ; 

an  inferior  army,  confifting  of  near  thirty  thou- 
good  troops,  was  formed  upon  the  Rhine^  under 
;)unt  de  St.  Germain. 

IE  allied  army,  under  prince  Ferdinand,  was  le(s 
rous  than  that  under  Broglio,  but  the  troops  were 
ter  condition.  The  allies,  however,  very  prudent- 
ed  chiefly  on  the  defenfive.  Yet  if  Broglio  and 
fermain  had  not  quarrelled,  and  come  to  an  open 
re,  in  confequence  of  which  the  latter  left  the  fcr- 
prince  Ferdinand  would  have  found  himfdf  under 
jceflity  of  hazarding  a  general  action,  or  of  fufftr- 
mfelf  to  be  furrounded.  Before  this  quarrel,  ^^hich 
ned  about  the  middle  of  the  campaign,  and  difcon- 

1  all  their  plan  of  operations,  the  progrefs  of  the 
:h  arms  had  been  very  rapid.  Broglio,  paying  no 
1  to  the  places  of  ftrength  poflcfrcd  by  the  allies  in 
mt,  puflied  into  the  landgraviate  of  Heflc  with  the 
army,  leaving  detachments  to  rfcduce  the  caftles  of 
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Marpurg  andDillcnburg ;  while  St.  Germain  penetrate! 
through  the  duchy  of  Weftphalia,  and  the  two  armies 
formed  a  jundion  near  a  place  called  Corbadi,  on  the 
tenth  of  July. 

Ignorant  of  this  junflion,  and  defirous  to  prevent 
It,  prince  Ferdinand,  who  had  fallen  back  with  the  allied 
army  from  Fitzlar,  and  was  retreating  toward  the  river 
Dymel,  fent  the  hereilitary  prince,  with  a  ftrong  detacb- 
ment,  before  him  to  Saxenhaufen,  where  he  meant  to 
encamp.  Continuing  to  advance,  that  gallant  youth 
found  a  body  of  French  troops  formed  near  Corbach; 
and  concluding  them  to  be  St.  Germain's  van«guard|is 
they  did  not  feem  to  exceed  ten  battalions  and  fifteen 
iquadrons,  he  attacked  tjiem  with  great  fury.  But  the 
French  ftood  their  ground  with  firmncfs ;  and  being 
continually  reinforced  with  frefh  troops,  from  the  maia 
army,  the  hereditary  prince  was  obliged  to  retire  in  fomc 
diforder,  and  with  confidefable  lofs  *^.  A  few  dajs 
after,  however,  he  feverely  retaliated  upon  the  enemy, 
by  furprifing  a  French  detachment,  under  M.  Glaubitz, 
at  Ermfdorfr'.  Befide  killing  a  great  number  of  all  ranks, 
and  taking  their  artillery  and  baggage,  he  made  dw 
commander  in  chief,  with  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
feven  officers,  and  two  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
eighty-two  private  men,  prifoners  of  war  *^ 

During  thefe  tranfaftions  Ithe  duke  dc  BrogKo  rc- 
nnined  encamped  on  the  heights  of  Corbach.  And  the 
chevalier  de  Muy,  who  had  fucceeded  the  count  de  St. 
Germain,  as  fecond  in  command,  having  paffed  the  By- 
mel  at  Stadtbergen,  witli  thirty-five  thoufand  men  (be- 
ing the  referve  of  the  French  army),  and  extended  this 
body  along  the  banks  of  that  river,  in  order  to  cut  off 

14.  Lond.  Gazette,  July  12,  j  760,  25.  Ibidr  Jdy  19. 
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ommunication  of  the  allies  with  Weftphalia,  prince 
inand  alfo  pafled  the  Dymel  to  give  him  battle, 
ccordingly  ordered  the  hereditary  prince  and  gene-  ^  ^*  »7^ 
porcken,  who  had  reconnoitred  the  pofition  of  the 
ly,  advantageoufly  poftcd  near  Warburg,  to  tura 
left  wing,  while  he  himfelf  advanced  againft  their 
•e,  on  the  thirty-firft  day  of  July,  with  the  main  . 
of  the  allied  army.  Thus  attacked  in  flank  and 
and  in  danger  of  being  furrounded,  the  French, 
a  fmart  engagement,  retired  with  precipitation  to- 
Statberg,  leaving  on  the  field  about  fifteen  hun- 
men  dead  or  daHgeroufly  wounded.  About  an 
I  number  were  made  prifoners  in  the  purfuit,  by 
iritifli  cavalry.  The  lols  of  the  allies  was  very  in- 
derablc^^ 

Y  this  advantage,  which  infurc3  to  him  the  com- 
1  of  the  Wefer  and  the  Dymel,  prince  Ferdinand 
enabled  to  maintain  his  communication  with  Weft- 
a,  and  to  prevent  the  French  firom  penetrating 
ly  into  the  eleSorate  of  Hanover.  But  in  order  to 
a  thefe  important  ends,  he  was  under  the  neceffity, 
rithftanding  his  fuccefs,  of  facrificing  the  whole 
jraviate  of  Hefle.  The  enemy  even  reduced  Got* 
n  and  Munden,  in  the  dominions  of  his  Britannic 
fty,  while  the  people  of  England  were  celebrating 
bonfires  and  illuminations  the  vldiory  obtained  by 
Arms,  which  was  immediately  followed  by  all  the 
rent  confequences  of  a  defeat. 

EiiNCE  Ferdinand,  however,  regardlefs  of  appear- 
s,  continued  to  occupy  Warburg,  for  more  than  z 
th  after  the  battle  ;  and  the  duke  dc  Broglio,  over-* 
i  by  fo  commanding  a  pofition,  attempted  nothing 

%6,  Load,  Cazttu,  Aug.  9, 1760. 
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farther  c^  any  confequence  during  the  campaign.  In 
the  mean  time  the  hereditary  prince  undertook  a  ramb- 
ling expedition  to  the  Lower  Rhine,  and  laid  fiege  to 
Wefd.  But  he  was  defeated  near  the  convent  of  Cam- 
pen,  on  the  fixteenth  of  Odober,  by  a  body  of  French 
troops,  under  M.  de  Caftries,  and  obliged  to  return  with 
the  lofe  of  near  two  thoufknd  brave  men ;  including 
killed,  wounded,  prifoners,  and  thofe  who  died  of  fi^- 
tigue*7.  Soon  after  this  fevere  check,  both  armies 
went  into  winter-quarters ;  the  French  being  left  in 
poiTqifion  of  HelTe,  and  of  the  whole  countiy  eaftwanl 
of  the  Wefer  to  the  frontiers  of  the  dedJorate  of  Hano- 
ver* .  The  Britifb  troops  were  cantoned  in  the  biihopric 
of  Paderborn,  where  tliey  fuftered  great  hardships  from 
fcarcity  of  forage  and  provifions.  Few  campaigns,  be- 
tween armies  fo  numerous  and  well  appointed,  have 
been  more  barren  of  memorable  events. 

The  king  of  Pruflia,  as  ufual,  was  more  zSt'ivc  than 
the  general  of  the  allies  : — and  the  dcfperate  itate  of  his 
affairs  required  the  moft  vigorous  exertions.  He  began 
the  campaign,  however,  on  a  defenfive  plan.  Having 
pafled  the  winter  in  Saxony,  he  took  poflcflion  of  a  very 
Itrong  camp,  between  the  Elbe  and  the  Mulda,  in  the 
montli  of  April.  This  camp  he  fortified  in  every  place 
that  was  accefTible,  and  mounted  the  works  with  two 
hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  cannon.  By  thcfc  means 
he  was  enabled  to  maintain  his  ground  againil  thcgrarid 
Auftrian  army,  under  marefchal  Daun,  whofe  whole  at- 
tention he  engaged,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  fend  a  ftrong 
reinforcement  to  his  brother  Henry,  without  expofing 
himfelf  to  any  danger. 

»7  ll)id.0(5b.  28,  ctfcq. 

Princb 
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Prin'CE  Henry  had  aflerabled  an  army  near  Frant-     letter 
fort  on  the  Oder,  where  he  took  Various  pofitions,  in     x_  [-  'f 
order  to  oppofe  the  Rufiians,  and  to  pfoted  Silefia  and    a.D.  1760. 
the  New  Marche  of  Brandenburg,  which  were  threatened 
by  different  bodies  of  the  enemy.     Fouquet,  another 
Pniflian  general,  had  eftablifhed  his  quarters  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Glatz.  And  whilft  he  covered  Silefia 
on  ihat  fide,  he  kept  up  a  communication  with  prince 
Henry,  and  was  fo  ported  asjto  fend  to  or  receive  fuccours 
from  him,  as  either  party  Ihould  happen  to  be  preffed. 

Military  fcience  could  notpcrfiaps  have  dcvifed  z 
more  complete  dcfenfive  fyftem.  But  the  wifeft  pre- 
cautions may  be  eluded  by  cunning,  or  difconcerted  by 
enterprife.  General  Laudohn,  the  moft  cntei-prifing 
of  all  the  Auftrian  commanders,  having  quitted  his 
camp  in  Bohemia,  (where  he  had  pafled  the  winter) 
with  a  ftrong  but  light  and  difencumbered  army, 
threatened  alternately  Silefia  and  the  New  Marche  of 
Brandenburg ;  Brellaw,  Berlin,  and  Schweidnitz.  At 
length  he  fcemed  to  fix  upon  the  latter  ;  and  general 
Fouquet,  deceived  by  the  artful  feint,  marched  to 
Schweidnitz  with  the  main  body  of  his  troops,  and  left;  -* 

Glatz  uncovered. 

No  fooncr  did  Laudohn  perceive,  that  this  ftratagem 
had  fucceeded,  than  he  made  ufe  of  another,  and  with 
equal  fuccefs.  He  took  poflefiion  of  Landfhut,  which 
he  difcovercd  a  defign  of  fecuring,  and  left  there  a  fmall 
body  of  troops.  Fouquet,  alarmed  at  fo  uncxpefted  a 
movement,  quitted  Schweidnitz  with  precipitation,  and 
drove  the  Auftrians  from  Land  (hut  with  great  eafe. 
Meanwhile  Laudohn  had  made  himfelf  maftcr  of  feveral 
important  paflcs,  by  which  he  was,  in  fome  meafure, 
enabled  to  furround  the  little  army  under  Fouquet. 

The 
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PART  II.  The  Pruffiati  general  did  every  thing  poiEble,  in  fuch 
Ji^'D.ij6o*  circumftances,  to  defend  himfelf againft  afuperior  ene- 
my. But  all  his  efforts  were  ineifeAual.  The  Auf- 
trians  attacked  his  entrenchments  witli  irrefiftible  fury ! 
and  he  himfelf  having  received  two  mortal  wounds,  and 
four  thoufand  of  his  troops  being  flain,  the  remains  of 
his  army,  amounting  to  feven  thoufand  men,  threw 
down  their  arms  on  the  field,  and  furrendered  prifoners 
of  war.  The  reduftion  of  Glatz,  on  which  Laudoha 
fell  like  a  thunder  bolt,  was  the  immediate  confequence 
of  this  decifive  vidtory  **. 

The  king  of  Pruflla's  defenHvc  plan  feemed  now  to 
be  entirely  ruined  One  of  his  three  armies  was  dc- 
ftroyed,  and  the  victorious  Laudohn  was  ready  to  lay 
fiege  to  Br  e  flaw,  where  he  expected  to  be  joined  by  die 
Ruffians,  and  enabled  to  complete  the  conqueft  of  Sflc- 
fio,  the  great  objeft  of  the  war.  His  Pruffian  majeiljr 
law  the  danger,  and  while  the  fortitude  of  his  fpirit  de- 
termined him  to  meet  it  without  Ihrinking^  his  daring 
genius  led  him  to  hope,  that  the  moft  important  advan-  I 
tages  might  be  diawn  from  the  very  bofbm  of  misfor- 
tune. He  accordingly  'jiiitted  his  flrong  camp  on  the 
frontiers  of  Saxo::y,  and  directed  his  march  toward  Si- 
lefia.  Marelchal  Dauii  purfued  the  fame  route,  and  by 
forced  marches  got  the  ft  art  of  his  heroic  antagonifl, 
who  was  more  dilatory  tlun  ufual. 

The  Auftrian  general  had  reached  Gorlitz,  andwe 
pufhing  on  to  Lauban,  when  the  gallant  Frederick  re- 
ceived the  agreeable  intelligence  of  his  rapid  progre^ 
and  by  one  of  the  boldeft  ads  of  generaifhip  reconW 
in  the  annals  of  war,  wheeled  into  the  oppofite  direc- 

»?.  Pruflian  and  Aullrian  RcUliMs  compared. 

tion; 
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tton ;  re|nfieii  the  Spcee  nev  BaKtzoi,  aoi  threw  kirn*     I£Tr  fr 
fctf  unexpodcdij  before  Drtrfdcn.     His  appeanncc     «  '        * 
ihiick  the  gsrriiba  like  the  ipiix^iiig  cfm  mtne.     But    A.IX17  o. 
Macguire,  the  goremor,  beii^  ano£ccrofcoiiFiseazHl 
experience,  doc  only  rcfided  to  furrcnder  the  piace^  but 
relblved  to  defend  it  to  the  lail  extrentutj ;  and  as  it  had 
been  ilreng^ned  bv  feveral  additional  fbrtitications, 
fines  it  had  fill  en  into  the  haads  of  the  Authidns  it 
balHcd  all  the  deiperate  aflaults  of  die  Pru^anf,  and 
glorioufly  held  out  againft  every  mode  of  attack,  until 
mareichal  Daun  returned  from  Siiefla,  and  obliged  the 
king  to  relinquifh  an  cnterprife,  which  defcr\  ed  to  have       ,  . 
been  crowned  with  the  moft  brilliant  fucceis  *•• 

Ch  AGRiKED  at  his  diiappointment,  the  Praffian  mo- 
xiarch  offered  battle  to  Daun ;  but  that  cautious  com- 
mander prudently  declined  the  challenge,  and  took 
every  mcafure  to  render  an  attack  impnu^cable.  In 
the  mean  time  general  Laudohn  having  completed  his 
.preparations,  laid  fiege  to  Breflaw,  and  attempted  to  in- 
timidate the  governor  and  the  inhabitants  into  an  im-  »y| 
mediate  capitulation,  by  a  pompous  difplay  of  his 
flrength.  He  fet  forth,  That  his  forces  confifted  of  fifty 
battalions  and  eighty  (quadrons ;  that  the  Ruffian  army, 
amounting  to  feventy-live  thoufand  men,  was  within 
three  days  march  ;  tliat  it  was  in  vain  for  the  governor 
to  expeft  fuccour  from  the  king  of  Pruffia,  then  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Elbe,  and  ftill  more  vain  to  look  for  re- 

29.  It  will-dctrad  little  fi-om  the  merit  of  this  entcrprlfc  to  fup- 
pofe,  as  has  been  Inflnuatcd,  That  the  king  of  Pru!}ia  had  an  inteu- 
tcDtion  to  march  into  Silcfia,  till  he  found  that  Oaui  had  got  the 
llart  of  him.  But,  if  fuch  hid  been  really  hit  purpufe,  there  is  no 
reafon  to  fuppofe  he  would  have  permitted  Daun  to  j»a-n  np-^n  him 
a  march  of  two  days;  as,  on  every  otlu:r  occafion,  he  cxjfodcd  the 
Auftrian^  in  the  cclcriry  of  bis  motions.  And  Ijis  rtlurn  was  iu* 
fioiteiy  more  rapid  thau  h.s  advau(.e. 

lief 
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PART  fi.    lief  g-ORi  prince  Heniy^  who  muft  fink  benesdi  tte 
^J^J^I^'^  fmtd  of  the  Ruf&ans  if  he  attempted  to  obftnift  thdr 
progrels.    And  he  declared  thatthegarrifonmuftes^cA 
no  terms  nor  die  inhabitants  any  favour,  if  they  attempt- 
ed to  hold  out. 

Finding  all  his  threats  ineiFedual,  as  die  govemor^s 
reply  was  firm  and  manly,  Laudohn  endeavoured  to  put 
diem  in  execution.     He  tried  to  carry  the  town  by  aC- 
£iult,  vi^iile  he  thundered  upon  it,  from  an  immenfe  ar- 
dllery,  a  (hower  of  bombs  and  red-hot  bullets.     But  die 
aflault  fiuled ;  and  the  awful  bombardment  affeAedon- 
ly  the  wretched  inhabitants,  on  whom  it  fell  like  the 
vengeance  of  Heaven.     At  length  an  army  was  taif 
and  tremulous  hope  and  convulfive  fear  fliook,  by  tmrn, 
the  hearts  of  the  di  (haded  citizens :— but  it  was  notaa 
Ai^  5.      army  of  Ruffians.     A  deliverer  appeared  in  the  peifai 
of  prince  Henry,  whofe  peculiar  fortune  it  was,  with  t 
happy  conformity  to  his  beneficent  difpofition,  moie 
firequendy  to  fave  than  to  deftroy.     He  had  marcbel 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  in  five  days,  with  all  his 
artillery  and  baggage.     The  Auftrians  abandoned  die 
fiege  on  his  approach  i'^. 

But  the  rapid  march  of  prince  Henry,  and  the  relief 
of  Breflaw,*  feemed  only  to  retard  for  a  moment  the  final 
ruin  of  the  king  of  PruiSa's  affairs.  Loudohn,  latelj 
victorious,  and  ftill  formidable,  though  obliged  to  retire 
before  the  royal  brother,  kept  Schweidnitz  and  Neifc 
under  blockade,  and  anxioufly  waited  the  arrival  of  die 
Ruffians ;  when  he  hoped  not  only  to  receive  die  6ih 
miflioa  of  thofe  two  places,  but  to  return  to  the  fiege  ef , 
the  capital,  and  complete  at  oiie  blow  the  cofiqiiefl  of 
Silefia. 

30.  Lond.  CjuUtf  Sept.  9, 1760. 

Tai 
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The  main  body  of  the  Ruffian  army,  under  count  •  ^^Jl^^ 
Czernichew,  had  acbially  reached  the  frontiers  of  that    1    -^-  ,j 
province,  and  wanted  only  a  few  days  unobftruftcd     A.D.1760. 
mafch  to  form  the  much  feared  and  defired  jundlion. 
Anothef  body  of  Ruffians  had  entered  Pomerania,  where 
the  Pruffian  forces  did  not  exceed  five  thoufand  horfe 
and  foot)  and  threatened  to  inveft  Colberg ;  while  the 
Swedes  refumed  their  operations,  in  the  fame  country, 
with  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand  men. 

A  PLAN  of  mere  defence,  in  fuch  circumftances, 
muft  have  proved  altogether  inefFedual.  Silefia  was 
in  danger  of  being  inft^tly  fubducd,  by  junction 
of  the  Auftrians  and  RuiTians.  The  king  of  Pruffia 
therefore  marched  thither  withoutdelay;  and  Icftmaref- 
chal  Daun,  who  had  the  ftart  of  him  at  fetting  out,  con* 
fiderably  behind.  He  paffed  five  rivers,  the  Elbe,  the 
Spree,  the  Neifs,  the  Quiefs,  and  tlie  Bubcr,  with  a  nu- 
merous army,  clogged  with  its  hcavynrtillery,  and  above 
two  thousand  waggons :  and  while  one  body  of  forces 
hung  on  his  flank,  another  on  his  rear,  and  a  third  pre* 
fiented  itfelf  in  front,  he  travcrfed  a  tra6t  of  country  near 
two  hundred  miles  in  extent,  under  all  thofe  perils  ar.d 
difficulties,  with  a  celerity  that  would  have  rendered 
memorable  the  march  of  a  detachment  of  light 
troops.  But  he  was  not  able,  with  all  his  a£livity,  to 
bring  Laudohn  to  a£Hon,  before  that  general  was  joined 
by  the  Auftrian  armies  under  Daun  and  Lacy.  And  hj 
Ae  forces  of  thefe  three  generals,  which  occupied  an  iia- 
menfe  extent  of  ground,  he  was  in  danger  of  being  fur« 
rounded  in  his  camp  at  Lij^aitz.  In  vain  did  he  at« 
tempt,  by  various  movements,  to  divide  the  enemy's 
firength,  to  turn  their  flanks,  or  attack  them  under  any 
other  disadvantage :  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  the 
fkiU  of  die  Auftrian  generals,  rendered  abortive  all  the 
.filggeftiom  of  ingenuity, 

Vofc.  V.  C  c  Whxii 
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^ti^*       While  dwi  drcumftinccd,  hisPniffian  nugeftfre- 
A.D.9j€^  <?«▼«* ii^cffigciiccydiBt  the  Ruffian  armiiiiiidw 

CfternicheWf  was  ready  to  pafi  die  Oder  atAum, 
As  the  feaft  of  two  dangers,  he  refelved  to  attack  thi 
Auftrlans  bcfott  the  arrival  of  a  new  enemy,  Mtmh 
nAiSle  marelchal  Thorn,  hamng  reconnoitred  the  kii^ 
fitiiation  at  I^igtiitz,  had  formed  a  defign  of  attaddi^ 
him  bjr  fiirprile^  in  the  nig^t,  with  the  united  ftra^ 
of  die  three  Auftrianarmies,  AndhehadcommuiiicatBd 
his  defign  to  the  two  other  generals. 


Of  dits  defigkH  it  is  probable^  €m  Pmffian 
^vas  not  ignorant ;  as  on  die  £ane  n^  that  k  was  to 
have  taken  effeA,  he  quit  cd  his  camp,  with  the  ataoft 
privacfy  and  occu  advantageous  poft  on  As 

lidghts  of  Pfiiffendoi  by  which  general  Laudohams 
to  advance.  Daun,  widi  no  left  cautioni 
|nroaches  toward  the  Pmffian  camp;  buttohis 
mention  his  arrival^  he  found  no  enemy  diere.  IVhca 
day  broke,  however,  he  coidd  perceive  at  a  diftance  the 
rinng  of  a  diick  fmoke,  vdiich  left  him  Utde  rocxn  td 
doubt  in  what  buflneis  die  king  was  engaged,  or  far 
what  purpofe  he  had  quitted  his  ftadon. 

As  Laudohn  was  eagerly  preffii^  on  to  LignitSy  md 
feeding  his  heart  with  fpkndid  hopes  of  die  glory  which 
he  fhould  acquire,  by  his  diftinguiflied  (hare  in  the  sc« 
tion  that  was  to  determine  die  fate  of  the  ilkiftiioai 
Frederick,  he  was  furioufly  attadced  about  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  by  the  Pmffian  army,  drawn  up  in  older 
of  batde ;  and  obliged  to  retire^  after  an  obfUnatedK- 
pute,  with  die  lofs  of  ei^t  diouland  men.  Nor  oodl 
mareichal  Daun  poffibly  come  to  his  affiihmce*  Hii 
Pmffian  majcfty,  who  expofed  his  own  peribn  in  ai^ 
markabic  manner,  in  order  to  animate  his  troops,  mi 
unguarded  in  nothiifg  elfe.    He  had  fecured  hisroarfc 

tthamaf 
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eSedually  with  a  ftrong  body  of  referve,  and  by  a  ira-    LtTTEE. 
merous  artillery,  judicioudy  planted  on  the  heights  of    ^^\7.  1 
Piaffendorff,  as  t6  render  an  attack  altogedier  impradi-   a.  0-  >7^"* 
cable.    Paun  dierefbre  found  himfelf  under  the  neccf-* 
fity  erf*  remaining  inactive,  and  oT waiting;  in  axodous 
fii^nfej  the  ilTue  of  the  momentous  combat;     It  was 
finally  decided  by  Ax  o'clock^  when  the  Auftrians  gave 
way  on  all  fides,  and  were  purfued  as  far  as  the  Katil 
bach^  i  Hver  that  falls  in  to  the  Oder  a  li  ttle  below  Lignitzi 
The  king  did  not  chufe  to  pufh  his  advantage  fiirther^ 
left  he  fhould  ifFord  the  wily  and  watchfid  Daun  an  op* 
portunity  of  disjoining  his  army  "< 

BV  diis  viaory,  die  PhlfBan  OMMarth  ndt  onlf 
fefcufsd  himfelf  firoih  the  moft  imminent  danger,  but 
fievenfed  the  long  dreaded  junAion  of  thcRuffiaM  and 
Auftrian  afmies  in  Sildia ;  for  count  Czemicfaew  wH 
Ibmoch  intimidated  at  the  defeat  of  di^  Aufhians,  that 
be  immediately  repafled  the  Oder.  Having  joined  hh 
hrodier  Henry  at  Newmarke,  and  opened  a  commuoU 
cation  with  Breflaw,  the  king  therefore  marched  agasnft 
marefdiai  Daun,  who  had  formed  die  blockade  of 
Schweidnitz ;  routed  a  body  of  the  enemy  under  general 
B^k,  and  obliged  the  gfand  Auffaian  army,  under 
Daun,  to  forego  its  purpofe^  and  tike  refiigc  in  ffa^ 
flioiintains  df  Landfhut. 

WitA-r  dme  his  PnilSan  majefty  was  making  theft 
betoic  efforts  in  Silefia,  die  reputation  of  lizs  arms  was 
admifably  fupported  in  Saxony  by  g^^ieral  HuHca,  m 
whom  he  had  committed  die  command  of  his  troops  oi 
diat  country,  and  who  gained  finreral  advSittages  orcT 
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FART  fl*  (^e  Army  of  the  Empire,  But  the  ftate  of  his  affairs  m 
A.D.  1760.  other  quarters  was  very  different*  The  Ru^aiis,  after 
they  repaired  the  Oder>  pu&ed  a  ftrong  detachmenl 
into  Brandenburg ;  and  count  Czernichew>  the  Ruffin 
commander,  being  there  joined  by  a  large  body  of  Ant- 
trians  under  general  Lacy>  the  united  army  made  itfeif 
oa.  9#  mafter  of  Berlin  '*.  Nor  was  this  mortifying  blow  the 
only  ftroke  of  ill  fortune  that  fell  upon  the  gallant  Fie- 
derick. 

The  Ruffians  and  Auftrians  having  levied  a  centri* 
Bution  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Berlin,  deftroyed  ikt 
magazines^  arfciials,  and  founderies,  and  pillaged  the 
royal  palaces,  retired  by  different  routes,  on  heariflg 
/  diat  the  king  was  advancing  to  the  relief  of  his  O* 
pital.  The  city  fuffered  coniiderably,  efpecially  in  in 
ornaments ;  the  adjacent  country  was  ravaged,  and  hit 
Pruffian  majelly  (uftained  a  prodigious  lofs  in  vaiuaUe 
furniture  and  military  ftores*  But  thefe  were  not  die 
worft  confequcnces  that  attended  the  invafion  of  Brill* 
denburg,  and  the  taking  of  the  feat  of  government,  of 
arts,  and  of  elegance. 

When  Berlin  was  firft  threatened,  general  HuUen 
left  Saxony,  and  attempted  to  oppofe  the  enemy..  He 
found  himfclf  unequal  to  the  generous  purpofe,  yet  COfl- 
llnucd  to  hover  in  the  neighbourhood,  in  order  to  feiyt 
any  advantage  that  might  offer^  In  the  mean  time  the 
prince  of  Deuxponts,  meeting  with  no  interruption, 
made  rapid  progrefs  in  Saxony.  Lcipfic,  Torgaw,  and 
Wittcmbcrg  fuccefUvely  furrendered  tothelmpcriaiilb. 
And  while  the  illuftrious  Frederick  was  thus  lofmg  his 
footing  in  Saxony,  which  had  been  hitherto  the  great  Aip- 
port  of  his  armies,  a  detachment  from  the  French  army 

3S»  Loud.  CijKtte,  0€tt  it,  176c* 
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PART  Ilk  HuUen,  with  one  body,  was  direded  to  take  poft  in  a  woo4 
A.  i^  1760*  ^'^  *^  ^^f^  of  the  Auftrian  army,  and  had  orders  not  to  move 
imtil  be  found  the  other  divifions  of  the  Pruffian  army 
were  engaged.  General  Zcithen  was  inftru£led  to  charge 
on  the  enemy's  right ;  and  the  grand  attack  in  front  was  to 
he  conduced  by  his  Pruifian  m^eily  in  perfon.  Thefe 
difpofitibns  being  made,  the  king  informed  his  officerS| 
That  he  was  determined  to  conquer  or  die.  They  unar 
nimoufly  anfwered,  they  would  die  or  conquer  with 
him. 

Pleaded  with  the  ardour  of  his  troops,  ^nd  ccth 
vinced  that  they  would  not  difappoint  his  hopes,  dieiar 
V^y*  f  5*  trepid  monarch,  having  made  his  approaches  in  the 
morning)  began  an  attack  upon  ^e  enemy's  camp^bout 
two  in  the  afternoon.  He  was  received  with  the  fire 
of  two  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  difpofed  along  die 
front  of  the  Auftrian  line.  The  PfHffian  in&ntryi 
which  were  firft  prefented,  perfevered  in  their  eflFom 
with  uncommon  refolution.  But  they  were  at  length 
broken,  and  rcpulfed  with  great  (laughter ;  after  they 
had  been  three  times  led  pn  to  the  rharge,  and  as  often 
obliged  to  give  ground.  The  king  ordered  his  cavalry 
to  advance.  They  broke  the  Auftrian  infantry,  by  their 
impetuous  fliock,  but  were  foop  forced  to  retire  by  the 
preflure  pf  frefh  battalions,  which  poured  in  on  every 
fide.  And  vidory  feemed  ready  to  declare  for  the  Auf- 
tiians,  when  general  Zeithen  with  th^  Pruffian  left  wing 
fell  upon  tl^e  enemy's  rear  ;  and  marefchal  Daun,  haf- 
ing  received  a  dangerous  wQuad  in  the  thigh,  was  carrie4 
off  the  field. 

f^N'CouRAGED  l^y  the  confyfion  occafioned  by  thcfc 
fortunate  circumftanCes,  the  Pruffian  infantry  returned 
onc^Tnore  to  the  charge.  The  cavalry,  following  their 
example,  threw  feveral  bodies  of  Auftrians  into  ifreptf: 
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able  diforder ;  and  if  the  darlcnefs  of  night  had  not  pre-    leITer 
vented  the  poffibility  of  purfuit,  and  enabled  the  routed     xxxiv. 
army  to  efcape  over  the  Elbe,  the  viftory  would  have  b^n   KoHTj^ 
complete,  and  the  carnage  immenfe.     As  matters  ter- 
minated, the  lofs  of  lives,  in  the  battle  of  Torgaw,  was 
very  confiderable.  About  ten  thouiand  men  were  killed 
or  wounded  on  each  fide.     And  the  Prui&ans  took  near 
eight  thoufand  prifoners,  among  whom  were  four  genp- 
rals,  and  two  hundred  inferior  officers  ", 

Of  all  the  king  of  Pruffia's  viftories  this  was  perhapi 
the  moft  glorious,  as  it  certainly  was  the  moft  impor* 
t^t.  His  troops,  though  very  different  from  thofe  in- 
vincible battalions,  now  no  more,  which  he  had  for- 
merly led  into  Bohemia,  and  which  conquered  at  Lo» 
wofitz,  Prague,  Liflfa,  and  Rofbach,  animated  by  hi$ 
prefence  and  example,  behaved  with  a  firmnefs  worthy 
of  the  moft  hardy  veterans.  In  no  batde  did  he  ever 
CT^pofe  his  own  perfon  fo  much ;  yet,  as  if  invulnerable, 
9  bullet  only  grazed  gently  upon  his  breaft^  His  cou-> 
rage  and  condu<El  were  alike  confpicuous.  The  Auf« 
trians  pretended  to  difpute  widi  him  the  honour  of  the 
action ;  but^its  confequences  fufHciently  proved  wher« 
the  advantage  lay^ 

His  Pruffian  majefty  immediately  entered  Torgaw ; 
he  recovered  all  Saxony  except  Drefden  (in  the  neigh-* 
bourbood  of  which  Daun  difpofed  his  army)  before  the 
clofe  of  the  caippaign ;  aad  he  put  his  troops  into  win- 
ter-quarters in  that  eledprate,  inftead  of  being  obliged  to 
canton  them  in  his  own  wafted  dominions,  He  attained 
(he  object  for  which  he  fought,  and  at  the  fame  time 
added  new  luftre  to  his  arms.  The  fhock  of  vidory 
f^emed  tp  be  felt  m  every  hoftile  quarter.    Iiaudoha 

||.  Prufllan  an4  Auftraan  Gamttes  coBipV«d«   * 

C  c  4  abruptly 
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abruptly  raifeJ  the  blockade  of  Cafel,  and  evacuated 
Silefia.  The  RufTians  abandoned  the  fiege  of  Colbcrg 
in  Eaftcrn  Pomerania,  and  retired  into  Poland ;  while 
the  Swedes,  defeated  by  the  PnifTians  in  Weftcrn  Po^ 
merania,  were  forced  to  take  refuge  under  the  cannon 
of  Stialfund '♦. 

During  thefe  important  tranfaftion^  on  the  conti* 
ncnt  of  Europe,  events  of  ft  ill  greater  moment  toolp 
place  in  other  quarters  of  the  globe.  While  the  allies 
of  Great  Britain,  though  fupported  by  her  money  and 
troops,  with  difficulty  maintained  their  ground  in  Ger- 
many, which  alone  fcemed  to  engage  her  attention,  her 
own  arms,  under  thedireftion  of  britifh  officers,  were 
crowned  with  fignal  fuccefs  in  North  America  and  th? 
Eaft  Indies, 

The  taking  of  Quebec,  it  had  been  generally  fup- 
pofed,  would  be  followed  by  the  final  fubmiffion  cf  Ca- 
nada, without  any  farther  ftruggle.  But  this  was  ibon 
difcovercd  to  be  a  dangerous  miftake.  Although  the 
pofleflion  of  that  city  was  necefl'ary  to  the  conquefi  of 
the  province,  much  yet  remained  to  be  done  before  it 
^ould  be  fubjectcd  to  Great  Britain. 

The  main  body  of  the  French  army,  which  had  re- 
tired, after  the  battle  of  Quebec,  to  Montreal,  and  ftill 
confificd  of  ten  battalions  of  regulars,  was  there  rein- 
forced wjth  fix  thoufand  CaAiadian  militia,  and  a  party 
of  Indians.  With  thefe  forces,.  M.  de  Levi,  who  had 
fucceeded  the  marquis  de  Montcalm  in  the  chief  com- 
mand, propofed  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  the  capital 
early  in  the  fpring.  In  that  relblution  he  was  encou- 
raged by  an  overfight  of  the  Engliih  admirals,  who  hai| 

34.  I<*t  lbi('- 
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not  made  fufRcient proiifxon  againft  his  attaining  a fu - ,  ^^Zy* 
pcriority  on  the  river  St.  LawreiKe.  No  veffels  of  any  _.  ^-Jj 
force  had  been  left  at  Quebec,  on  a  fuppofition  that  they  A.  D.  i7fc 
could  not  be  ufeful  ii>  winter. 

The  French  general  had  even  thoughts  of  attempt- 
ing Ac  recovery  of  ;he  place,  during  the  rigour  of  that  fea- 
(on;  although  a  Britjfh  garrifon  of  five  thoufand  men  had 
been  left  in  it  under  the  command  of  general  Murray. 
But  on  reconnoitring,  he  found  the  out-pofts  fo  well  fe- 
cured,  and  the  governor  fo  vigilant  and  aftive,  that  he 
fielayed  the  enterprife  until  the  month  of  April.  Then 
hi$  artillery,  provifions,  ammunition,  and  heavy  baggage, 
fdl  down  the  St.  Lawrence  from  Montreal,  under  the 
f:onvoy  of  fix  ftout  frigates.  This  fquadron  fecured  to 
him  the  undifputed  command  of  the  river  -y  a  circum- 
ftance  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  execution  of  bis 
whole  defign.  And  after  a  march  of  ten  days,  he  arrived 
with  his  army  at  Point  au  Tremble,  within  a  few  miles 
of  Quebec. 

Meanwhile  general  Murray  had  omitted  no  ftep 
diat  could  be  taken  by  an  able  and  experienced  officer 
for  maintaining  the  important  conqueft  committed  to 
his  care.  But  the  garrifon  had  fufFered  fo  much  from 
excelBve  cold  in  the  winter,  and  by  the  want  of  ve- 
getables and  frefh  provifions,  that  he  had  not  above 
three  thoufand  men  fit  for  fervice,  when  hareceived  in- 
telligence of  the  approach  of  the  French  army.  Widi 
this  Cnall  but  gallant  body,  accuftomed  toconquer,  he  in* 
trepidly  refolvcd  to  meet  the  enemy  in  the  field,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  tedious  har  Jfliips  and  the  dangers  of  a  fiege, 
in  an  cxtenfive  town,  with  a  fickly  garrifon,  andallthein-. 
Ijabitants  fecretly  hoftile  to  him.  He  accordingly  march* 
^d  out  on  the  28th  of  April  to  the  heights  of  Abraham, 
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PART  II.    %nd  attacked  M.  dc  Levi  with  great  impetuoiityy  near 

jCd.17^0.    Sillery.     But  being  out-Haiiked,  and  ready  to  be  fur* 

rounded  by  fujxirior  numbers,  he  was  obliged  to  retire^ 

ziicr  an  obftinatc  difpute,  with  the  lois  of  one  tho"(an4 

men  **. 

The  French  loft  above  two  thouiand  men  in  diis 
aftion,  without  deriving  any  pofitive  advantage  fix>m  itj 
for  general  Murray,  iiiftead  of  being  difpirited  by  hit 
defeat,  fcemed  cnly  to  be  roufed  to  more  ftrenuous  ef- 
forts.    The  faijc  bold  fpirit,  which  had  led  him  to  en- 
counter the  cnjniy  m  the  field  with  a  handful  of  brave 
incn,  in  hopes  of  obliging  them  to  relinquiih  their  en* 
tcrprife,  now  animated  him  in  the  defence  of  Quebec 
with  a  feeble  garrifon,  fince  defence  was  become  neccf- 
fary.    Nor  did  the  French  general  lofe  a  moment  in  im* 
proving  his  victory.     He  opened  trenches  before  the 
town  on  tho  very  evening  of  the  battle ;  but  it  was  the 
eleventh  of  May  before  he  could  bring  any  batteries  to 
bear  on  the  fortifications.  By  that  time  general  Munay 
had  completed  fomc  out-works,  and  planted  a  numerous 
artillery  o.i  the  ra^narts  -,  fu  that  the  French  batteries 
were  in  a  manner  liicnced,  by  the  fupi-rior  fire  of  the 
l^arrifun.     And   the    place  was  foon  relieved,   by  the 
fortunate  arrival  of  the  En^^lifli  iket,  under  lord  CohiJ 
anJ  c-o:iiino*iore  Swanton  ^^. 

M.  DR  Levi  immediately  raifcd  the  fi^ge,  and  retire4 
with  thii  utmoft  precipitation  toward  Montr jol ;  where 
thv?  nurquis  de  Vauvlr^uil,  j^ovcr.ior-g'jneral  of  Canada, 
had  fixed  his  head -quarters,  and  v/as  rcfolvcd  to  make 
a  bft  ll:and.     For  this  purpofe  he  called  in  all  his  dc- 

35:  Letter   from   General    Murray,    in  the  London  Cj^rtte,  June 
-'      -\(t.     Kno./i  Cjm/'i!qns,  vol.  ii.  36.  Id.     M, 

taclun;nrs| 
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tachments,  and  coUeded  around  him  die  whole  force     ^^^^ 
of  the  colony. 


A.  D.  1760. 


In  the  meantime  general  Amherft  was  diligently  em* 
ploybd  in  taking  meafures  for  the  utter  fubveriion  of  the 
French  power  in  that  part  of  the  New  World.  He  con- 
veyed inftri.  £lions  to  general  Murray,  dire<^ing  him  to 
advance,  by  water,  to  Montreal,  with  all  the  troops  that 
could  be  fpared  from  the  garrifon  of  Quebec.  And  co- 
lonel Haviland,  by  like  orders,  (ailed  with  a  detachment 
horn  Crown  Point,  and  took  poffeflion  of  Ifle  au  Noix, 
which  he  found  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  and  thence 
proceeded  dire£Uy  for  Montreal ;  while  the  commander 
in  chief  with  his  own  divifion,  confiding  of  about  ten 
thouiand  regulars  and  Provincials,  left  the  frontiers  of 
New  Yqrk,  and  advanced  to  Ofwcgo.  There  he  was 
joined  by  a  thoufand  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  under 
3ir  William  Johnfon. 

Amherst  embarked  on  Lake  Ontario  with  his 
whole  army ;  and  after  toking  die  fort  of  Ifle  Royale, 
which  in  a  manner  commands  the  fource  of  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  he  arrived  by  a  tedious  and  dangerous  voyafj^e 
at  Montreal,  on  the  feme  day  that  general  Murray  land- 
ed near  thaf  place  from  Quebec.  The  two  generals  met 
with  no  oppofition  in  difembarking  their  troops :  and 
by  a  happy  concurrence  of  circumftances,  colonel  Havi- 
land, with  the  detachment  under  his  conunand,  arrived 
fiext  day. 

The  junftion  of  thefe  three  bodies,  compofed  of  the 
flpwer  of  Britifli  forces  in  North  America,  and 
the  mafterly  difpofitions  m;ide  by  the  commanders, 
convinced  Vaudrucil  that  all  refiftance  w6uld  be  incf- 
feftual.    He  therefore  demanded  a  capitulation  i  which 

was 
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PART  II.  -vi^  granted  the  eighth  of  September,  and  on  terms 
4^ D.  1 760*  ^^^^  favourable  than  he  had  reafon  to  expect  in  fucb. 
circumftances.  Montreal,  Detroit,  Michilimach:n?.c, 
and  every  other  place  poffeffed  by  the  French  within  the 
government  of  Cana4a^  was  funendered  to  his  Bri- 
tannic majefty.  But  it  was  ftlpulated  that  the  troops 
fhould  be  tranfported  to  Old  France  ^  and  the  Cana* 
dians  were  fecured  in  their  property,  a^id  ia  the  &ee  ex* 
crcife  of  their  religion '% 

This  was  an  important  coifqueft,  and  fcemed  t9 
complete  the  great  objeft  of  the  war,  the  humiiiatioii 
of  the  French  in  North  America.  But  while  the  arms 
of  Great  Britain  were  carrying  terror  before  them  in  Ca* 
nada,  the  French  emiilaries,  from  the  provi|)ce  pf  Loui^ 
fiana,  had  exercifed  their  arts  of  infinuation  fo  fucceff^ 
fully  among  the  neighbouring  Indians,  (hat  the  Cherot 
kees,  a  powerful  tribe,  had  commenced  hoftilitics,  to- 
ward the  clofe  of  laft  campaign,  againft  the  more  fouth- 
crn  Englifh  colonies ;  plundering,  maflacring,  and  ibdp- 
ing  the  inhabitants  of  the  back  fettlements,  Mr,  Littks 
ton,  governor  of  South  Carolina,  reprefl'ed  their  ravages, 
and  obliged  them  to  fue  for  peace.  They  Engaged  to 
renounce  the  French  intercft,  but  renewed  the  war. 
Colonel  Montgomery,  with  a  regiment  of  Highlanders, 
a  party  of  grenadiers,  and  a  body  of  provincial  troops^ 
made  war  upon  them  after  their  own  manner,  and  fe- 
verely  chaftiibd  them  for  their  breach  of  faith.  But  the 
confummation  of  vengeance  was  referved  for  colonel 
Grant,  who  defoiatcd  the  whole  country  of  the  Cherokces, 
deftroyed  fifteen  of  their  towns,  ajid  laid  them  under  the 
l^eceffity  of  making  the  moft  humble  fubmiffions.  They 

37.  Leiferi  from  general  Amherft  and  general  Munny,  in  Loii4« 
ff0ZCtte,  Od.  6,  1760.      K^io;w's  Camfai^ni^  ybi  fyp, 

^C9ord« 
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tccordinglyfupplicated,and  obtained  the  renewal  of  their    ^^J!"^ 
treaties  with  Enghnd  at  Charles  Town,  in  1 761,  wiA    |_,  ^   /f 
all  the  marks  of  a  penitent  fpirit  and  pacific  difpofition  j    A*  ^«  *7^ 
while  the  other  favage  tribes,  over-awed  by  theiear  of  a 
fimilar  vifitation,  feemed  alike  quietly  difpofed.     The 
town  of  New  Orleans,  and  a  few  plantations  higher  oh 
the  MiiJifippi,  alone  remained  to  France  of  all  herfettle- 
ments  in  North  America : — and  thefe  were  too  diftant 
and  feeble  to  moleft  the  Englifh  colonies. 

Nor  was  the  fuccefs  of  theBritxfli  arms  lefs  decrfivein 
the  Eaft  Indies.  Encouraged  by  the  taking  of  Vande- 
vaih,  and  his  viflory  over  Lally,  colonel  Coote  refolved 
to  inveft  Pondicherry,  the  only  fettlemcnt  of  any  confe- 
quence  remaining  to  the  French  on  the  coaft  of  Coro* 
mandel.  But  as  the  place  was  too  ftrong,  and  the  gar- 
tiCon  too  numerous  to  permit  him  to  indulge  a  hope  of 
carrying  it  by  affault,  or  even  by  regular  approaches, 
with  any  force  that  he  could  affemble,  he  blocked  it  up 
clofely  by  land  and  fea,  and  reduced  both  the  garrifon 
and  the  inhabitants  to  the  greateft  diftfefe  for  want  of 
provifions. 

In  the  midft  of  this  diftrefs,  and  when  the  blockade, 
which  was  formed  in  the  beginning  of  June,  had  been 
continued  for  many  months,  the  French  were  fuddenly 
flattered  with  the  profpe£t  of  relief.  The  Englifh  fleet, 
under  admiral  Stevens,  was  driven  off  the  coaft  by  a  Dee.  su 
violent  ftorm,  and  four  fhips  of  the  line  were  loft.  But 
fuch  Was  the  vigour  of  the  officers  and  feamen,  that  be» 
fore  any  fupplies  could  be  thrown  into  Pondicherry,  it 
was  again  blocked  up  by  a  ftout  fquadron.  The  block- 
ade, by  land,  had  already  been  changed  into  a  regular 
fiege,  which  vras  now  carried  on  with  redoubled  vigour. 
A  breach  was  made  in  the  ramparts,  and  the  inhabitants 

offered 
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PART  IL    offered  to  capitulate ;  but  as  the  governor  paid  no  at* 
A.0.i76o»   tention  to  their  interefts,    the  propoial  was  difire^ 
garded3>. 

Lally,  yAio  was  at  all  times  a  man  of  violent  and 
turbulent  paffions>  appears  to  have  been  difordered  in  hb 
underftanding  after  his  unfuccefsful  attempt  onMadni6« 
Greatly  diiTatisfied  with  the  ftate  of  die  French  affairs 
in  India,  and  with  the  condu6l  of  the  troops  under  bis 
command,  he  thus  expreiTed  himfelf  in  the  agitations  of 
his  difappointment: — ^  Hell  has  fpewed  me  into  diis 
^  country  of  wickednefs ;  and  I  wait,  like  Jonas,  for 
<^  the  whale  to  receive  me  in  its  belly."  By  his  haugbty 
and  contemptuous  behaviour,  and  the  tyrannical  exeidfe 
of  his  authority,  under  pretence  of  reforming  abuics, 
I  be  had  early  rendered  himfelf  equally  odious  to  die 

governor  and  council  of  Pondicherry  and  to  the  officers 
of  the  army,  and  therefore  found  his  fituation  extreme- 
ly  di&greeable  during  the  fiege.  **  I  would  rather  go 
"  to  command  the  CafFres,"  (aid  he,  **  than  remain  in 
**  this  Sodom,  which  muft  fooner  or  later  be  deftroyed 
**  by  the  Engiifli  fire,  in  default  of  that  from  Heaven  !'* 
He  made,  however,  a  gallant  defence. 

The  place  being  rendered  utterly  untenable,  was 
furrendered  to  colonel  Cootc,  on  the  15th  of  January, 
1 76 1.  The  garrifon  were  made  prifoners  of  war,  and 
a  vaft  quantity  of  military  ftores,  with  a  rich  booty, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors  ^. 

In  confequence  of  the  taking  of  Pondicherry,  and 
the  reduftion  of  the  fmall  fettlement  of  Mahie^  on 
the  coaft  of  Malabar,  (by  which  it  was  immediately  fiJ- 

38.  Lftter  from  colonel  Coote>  in  Lond.  Gazette,  July  20,  t^Su 
jA.  Id.  ibid, 

lowoi} 
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lowed)  the  French  power  In  the  Eaft  was  utterly  fub- 

vcrtcd  ;  and  the  Englilh  became  in  a  manner  mafters  of 

riie  whole  commerce  of  the  vaft  peninfula  of  India,  from    ^'  ^*  '7*®* 

the  point  of  the  Carnatic  to  the  mouths  of  the  Indus  and 

Ganges,  befide  the  almoft  exclufive  trade  of  the  rich 

and  extenfive  provinces  of  Bengal,  Behar,  and  Orixa^ 

which  in  fome  meafure  owned  their  dominion. 

This  wonderful  acquifition  of  trade  and  territory, 
added  to  the  conqueft  of  Canada  and  the  pofleffion  of 
Senegal,  opened  to  the  fubjeSs  of  Great  Britain  im- 
menfe  profpects  of  commercial  advantage,  as  well  as  of 
future  empire  ;  of  uniting  the  wealth  of  the  fouthern  to 
diat  of  the  northern  regions  of  the  earth  ;  the  fpices 
and  fine  fabrics  of  Afia,  with  the  gums  and  gold-duft  of 
Afrka,  to  the  tar,  turpentine,  rice,  indigo,  iobacco,'and 
beaver  of  North  America.  Yet  were  the  people  of  Eng- 
land diffatisfied.  They  complained  of  the  fhamcful  in- 
activity of  the  navy,  that  nothing  had  lately  been  done 
by  fea.  And  they  affirmed,  that  the  final  conqueft  of 
Canada  was  the  natural  confcquence  of  theiuccefs  of  lafl: 
campaign  ;  that  a  powerful  armament,  which  had  been 
detained  at  Portfmouth  during  the  whole  fummer,  with 
a  view  of  malcing  a  diverfion  in  favour  of  die  Ha- 
noverian army,  was  fufficiently  ftrong  to  have  reduc- 
ed, in  the  prefent  diftrefled  circumftances  of  the  in- 
habitants, not  only  Martinico,  but  all  the  rematmng 
French  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  of  more  real  value 
to  a  naval  and  commercial  people  than  one  half  of  the 
German  empire.  The  difpute  concerning  the  German 
war  was  renewed,  and  the  folly  of  purfuing  it  expofed, 
with  all  the  force  uf  reafoning,  and  all  the  keenncfs  of 
iktire. 

In  the  midft  of  thcfe  difputes,  to  which  he  wai  far 
from  being  inattentive,  George  II.  died,  in  the  feventy- 
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PART  n.  feventh  year  of  his  age,  and  the  thirty-fourth  of  his 
J^  '~'^^  reign.  He  was  fuddcnly  t^ken  ill  on  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  Oftbber,  and  expired  almoft  inftantly.  His 
charader  is  by/io  means  complicated.  Violent  in  his 
temper,  but  humane  and  candid  in  his  difpofition,  he 
conciliated  the  affection,  if  he  failed  to  command 
the  refpeft,  of  thofe  who  were  moft  about  his  per- 
Ion.  If  his  underftanding  was  not  very  capacious, 
his  judgment  was  found ;  and  if  he  had  little  of  die 
munificf  nee  of  a  great  monarch,  he  pofTcfTed  in  per* 
fe^on  the  ceconomy  of  a  prudent  prince.  Nor  did 
that  oeconomy,  though  perhaps  too  minute  for  his  CK« 
alted  ftation,  remarkably  impair  the  (plendour  of  his 
royal  dignity,  until  age  rendered  ftate  inconvenient  to 
him.  His  fond  attachment  to  German  politics  made 
the  early  part  of  his  reign  unpopular.  But  the  bold, 
fyirit  with  which  he  refented  the  infults  offered  to  his 
V  crown  ;  the  readinefs  with  which  he  changed  his  mini- 
fters,  in  compliance  with  the  wifhes  of  his  people ;  and 
the  brilliant  conquefts  with  which  the  latter  years  of  his 
reign  were  adorned,  have  endeared  his  memory  to  die 
Engliih  nation. 

The  king  of  Great  Britain  was  fucceeded,  in  his 
regal  and  electoral  dominions,  by  his  grandfon,  George 
III.  a  young  prince  of  an  amiable  difpofition,  and  of  die 
moft  unblemiftied  manners.  His  firft  (peech  to  his 
parliament  excited  the  highefl:  hopes  of  a  patriotic  reign. 
**  Born  and  educated  in  this  country,  I  glory,"  (aid  be, 
"in  the  name  of  Briton  !" — But  before  we  enter 
upon  the  hiftory  of  the  reign  of  George  III.  it  wiD  be 
neceflary  to  make  a  paufe,  and  contemplate  die  ftate  of 
Europe  at  the  death  of  George  II. 
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Sfnte  0/ Europe,  and  the  Ptogrefs  of  the  JVar^  in  all 
Quarters  of  thcGlohe ^carried forivard from  thcAccef^ 
Jion  of  George  IIL  to  the  Peace  tf/ Paris,  in  1763« 

GEORGE  III.  who  fucceeded  to  the  crown  of  Great    i  kttkr 
Britain  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  age,  was      ^^^V. 
tiniverfally  allowed  to  be  the  arbiter  erf  peace  and  war,    a.  u.  i76o« 
as  he  was  beyond  difpute  the  moft  powerful  monarch  in 
Europe.  Supplies,  indeed,  large  beyond  all  political  cal- 
culation of  what   they  could   poflibly  raife,  had  al- 
ready been  granted  by  his  fubjedls  j  yet  were  they  ftill 
able  and  willing  to  raife  more,  in  order  to  complete  the 
humiliation  of  his  and  their  enemies.     It  was  however 
hoped  by  the  body  of  the  people,  that  a  change  of  po-^ 
litics  would  take  place  ;  that  the  young  king,  from  hij 
known  and  declared  attachment  to  his  native  country^ 
would  no  longer  futfcr  the  public  treafure  to  be  fquan- 
dered  in  penfions  to  foreign  princes,  under  the  name  of 
fubfidies,  to  ertable  them  to  fight  their  own  battles,  nor 
the  blood  of  the  Britifli  foldiery  fpilt  to  water  the  forefts 
and  fertilize  the  plains  of  Germany.     But  how  much 
foever  the  youthful  fovereign  might  difapprove  of  the 
continental  fyftem,  he  could  not  immediately  adopt  new 
jneafures,  without  infliJ^ing  a  direct  cenfure  upon  the 
conduct  of  his  venerable  predeceiFor.      Nor  could  he 
abruptly  defert  his  German  confederates,  after  the  im- 
portant fteps  that  had  been  taken  in  conjuniStion  with 
them,  without  impairing  the  luftrc  of  the  Britifh  crowns 
and  bringing  into  queftion  tlie  faith  of  the  nation.     He 
therefore  declared  in  council,  that  as  he  afcended  the 
throne  in  the  midft  of  zn  ex pc^i/ize  hut  j ://l iind  neceffary 
VoL.V.  Dd  -^77^, 
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PART  II.     ^.^^^  ijg  would  endeavour  to  profecute  that  war  in  the 
A.  D.  1760.   manner  moft  likely  to  bring  about  an  honourable  and 
lafting  peace,  in  concert  with  his  allies. 

This  declaration  quieted  the  throbbing  hearts  of  thoTe 
/•D.  1761*    ^jgg .  2^  jjjg  liberal  fupplies  granted  by  the  Britifh 
pai'liament,  for  fupporting  the  war  during  the  enfutng 
campaign  (which  amounted  nearly  to  the  immenfe  fum 
of  twenty  millions  fterling),  aftonifhed  all  Europe,  and 
made  die  courts  of  Vienna  and  Verlailles  fenfiblc  of  the 
neceffity  of  propofmg  terms  of  peace.    The  dominioos 
of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  were  much  wafted  \  the  king  of 
Pruffia  was  in  a  better  fituation  than  at  theopenii^  of 
the  former  campaign  ;  the  army  under  prince  Fcrdi- 
iiand  amounted  to  eighty  thoufand  men,  every  way  wdl 
appointed ;  the  Ruffians  and  Swedes  feemed  tired  of  a 
war  in  which  they  had  acquired  neither  honour  nor  ad- 
vantage ;  die  elefloi^  of  Saxony  was  ftill  in  as  diftreflfed 
circumftances  as  ever,  and  his  Polilh  fubjefts  obftinate- 
ly  refufed  to  interppfe  in  his  behalf.     France  declared 
her  inability  to  difcharge  her  pecuniary  engagements  to 
her  allies.     Her  finances  were  low ;  her  navy  was  ru- 
ined ;  her  affairs  in  America  and  the  Eaft  Indies  were 
irretrievable  ;  and  her  Weft  India  iftands,  fhe  was  fcn- 
fible,  muft  furrender  to  the  firft  Englifli  armament  that 
fliould  appear  upon  their  coafts.     A  congrefs  was  ac- 
cordingly fummoned  to  meet  at  Augft)urg,  in  the  begin- 
ning  of  April,  for  fettling  the  difputes  among  the  Ger- 
man powers^  while  the  minifters  of  Fiance  and  England 
were  appointed  to  negociate  at  London  and  Paris,  in 
order  to  adjuft  the  diifcrences  between  the  two  crowns. 

The  congrefs  at  Augfburg  never  took  place.  But 
the  negociation  between  France  and  England  was  for- 
mally opened,  by  Monf.  Buffy  at  London,  and  Mr. 
Stanley  at  Paris ;  and  was  continued  during  the  whole 
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Ipring  and  fummer^  though  feemingly  with  little  firtce-    LETTER 
ritjr  on  cither  fide.  Things  were  not  yet  ripe  for  a  ge-    ^         *^ 
neral  pacification,  and  a  particular  treaty  could  not  be  A.  P.  i7#s# 
concluded  between  the  t wb  crowns,  withdut  facrificcs  of 
intereft  and  fidelity^  which  ncithef  was  willing  to  xhake. 
Both  were  fenfible  of  this  ;  yet  both  profeffed  a  ftrong 
defirc  of  putting  a  flop  to  the  eiFafibn  of  bloody  and 
DOth  had  ftrong  reafons  for  fuch  profef£on$« 

TrtE  Britifli  niinifter  found  fuch  profeffioiis  necef- 
fary,  in  order  to  reconcile  the  minds  of  die  people  td 
the  farther  profecution  of  the  German  war^  againft 
trhich  they  began  to  re\'olt.  And  as  he  knew  he  durft 
not  propofe  to  give  up  the  conquefts  acquired  by  the 
Britilh  airms)  in  Africa,  America^  the  Eaft  or  Weft 
Indies^  to  procure  favourable  terms  for  the  German 
allies  of  his  mafter^  he  on  that  fidd  planted  the  bat" 
of  honour,  which  was  to  obftruft  the  progrcfs  of  the 
negociation,  and  finally  to  break  it  oiF;  unlefs  their 
afiairs  (hould  take  a  more  advantageous  turn,  and  en- 
able him  to  reconcile  the  interefts  of  the  king  of  Pruflia 
widi  the  engagements  of  his  Britannic  majefty.  The 
French  miniftcrs^  in  like  manner,  accommodated  them- 
felves  to  their  circumftances.  While  they  made  the 
moft  humiliating  concefTions,  in  order  to  awaken  in  th(S 
neutral  powers  a  jealoufy  of  the  encroaching  fpirit  of 
Great  Britain^  they  infifted  on  certain  ftipulations^ 
which  they  had  rcafon  to  believe  would  not  be  admit- 
ted, and.  artfully  attempted  to  involve  the  interefts  of 
•  France  with  thofe  of  Spain.  But  the  caufe  of  the 
failure  of  this  famous  negociation  will  beft  be.  under- 
flood  by  particulars  4 

The  councils  df  Madtid  were  n<iw  under  French  in- 
fluence. The  pacific  Ferdinand  VL  having  breathed 
his  laft  on  the  lOih  of  Auguft  1759,  was  faccecdcd  in 
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PART  II.  the  throiie  of  Spain  by  his  brother,  Don  Carlos,  king  of 
^Q^r  Naples  and  Sicily.  On  thiu  event,  by  an  article  in  the 
treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  Don  Philip  fiiould  have  at 
ccnded  the  throne  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  and  Parma, 
Placentia,  and  Giiaftaila,  have  reverted  to  the  houfe  of 
Auftria ;  faving  certain  provifions,  made  by  the  fiune 
treaty,  in  favour  of  the  king  of  Sardinia.  But  as  Doa 
Carlos,  now  Charles  III.  of  Spain,  had  never  acceded  to 
that  treaty,  he  left  the  crov/n  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  by 
will,  to  his  third  fon,  Don  Ferdinand,  the  fecond  bein* 
judged  unfit  for  government,  and  the  eldeft  dcfigned 
for  the  Spanifli  fucceuion.  Don  Philip  acquiefced  in 
this  difpofition ;  ^nd  tlie  court  of  Vienna,  through  Ae 
mediation  of  France,  permitted  him  to  remain  in  poflef- 
fion  of  the  duchies  of  Parma,  Placentia,  and  Guaftalla, 
without  putting  in  any  claim  to  thofe  territories.  The 
king  of  Sardinia  was  quieted  with  money. 

These  good  ofHce?,  added  to  the  ties  of  blood,  could 
not  fail  to  have  fome  cft'ed:  upon  the  mind  of  his  Catho- 
lic majefly;  and  alth()u^»^h  he  had  hitherto  obfcrvcd  a 
pretty  cxait  ncitraiity,  and  been  liberal  in  his  profcf- 
lions  of  fricnJl1:ip  to  Great  Britain,  France  did  not 
defpair  of  bcin^;  able  to  clrav/  him  into  her  view^^  She 
was  fciifibic  he  could  not  behold  with  indifference  the 
humiliation  of  the  clJcr  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
or  the  rapid  progrcfs  of  the  Britifli  arms  in  Ameria. 
The  laft  more  cfpecially  excited  his  jealoufy. 

The  Spanifli  empire  in  America,  if  that  of  France 
fl.ould  be  annihilated,  Charles  III.  forefaw  muft  in  a 
manner  lie  at  the  mercy  of  England,  as  no  power  would 
remain,  in  cafe  of  a  contell  between  the  two  crowns, 
able  to  hold  the  balance  in  the  New  World.  This 
feafonablc  jealoufy,  roufed  in  the  courfe  of  the  negoci- 
\  ation,  by  the  intrigues  of  the  court  of  Vcrfailles,  asd 
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blown  into  a  flame  by  the  arrogance  of  the  Britifli  mi-    LETTLR 
nifter,  induced  the  Spanifh  monarch  to  feek  refuge  in      ^^'     ', 
that  grand  Family  Compact,  fo  long  and  fo  ardently    a.  D.  176 i. 
defired  by  France  ;  an  ambitious  league,  which  has  al- 
ready been  attended  with  the  moil  alarming  confcquen- 
ccs,  and  which  may  one  day  prove  fatal  to  the  liberties 
of  Europe,  unlcfs  another  is  formed  to  countcra<5l  its 
force. 

But  It  will  be  proper,  before  I  inveftigatc  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Family  Compaft,  to  trace  the  leading 
fteps  of  the  negociation  between  France  and  England, 
which  immediately  produced  it.  The  firft  propofal  of 
the  court  of  Verfailles  was,  **  That  the  two  crowns  fliall 
remain  in  pofl*efnon  of  what  they  have  conquered  one 
from  the  other :"  and  as  France  had  alFurcdly  been  the 
greatefl  lofer,  fuch  a  propofition  from  that  haughty 
power,  appeared  to  the  more  difpaflionate  part  of  the 
Britifh  miniftry,  an  inftance  of  fingular  moderation,  if 
not  humility.  A  better  foundation  of  treaty  could  not 
poflibly  be  offered.  But  the  great  commoner,  who  di- 
reded  all  things,  did  not  treat  this  propofition  with  that 
attention  which  its  apparent  fairncfs.  dcferved. 

It  had  already  been  iiftimated  by  the  duke  dc  Choi- 
feul,  the  French  nilnifter,  "  That  the  fituation  in  which 
'*  they  (hall  ftand  at  certain  period.<,  (hall  be  the  pofi^ 
"  tion-to  fcrvc  as  a  bafis  For  the  ti*eaty  that  is  to  be 
•*  concluded  between  the  two  powers.'*  And  he  pro-f 
ceeded  to  fettle  the  p/^riods  ;  namely,  the  firft  of  May  in 
Europe,  the  firft  of  July  ii^  Africa  and  the  Weft  In- 
dies, and  the  firft  of  September  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  ob- 
(erving,  at  the  famp  time^  That  as  tbofc  periods  migh^ 
feem  too  near  or  too  diftant  for  the  intcrefts  of  Great 
Britain,  the  court  of  Ver&iiks  was  extremely  willing  to 
cnt<&[  into  an  explanation  pn  that  fubjeft,  Mr.  Pitt, 
D  d  3  however. 
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P^RTii.    however,  haughtily  declared,  That  his  Britannic  ma? 
^Ju^otU.   j^^  would  admit  of  no  other  epoch  but  that  of  **  the 
figning  of  the  peace." 

To  thi$  blunt  and  fmgular  declaration  the  court  of 
Veriaillcs  replied,  widi  that  coolnefs  and  temper  which 
ought  to  govern  all  fuch  traxifadHons,  *'  That  If  not  tbtfe^ 
already  named,  at  leaft  fomc  fixed  periods^  during  the 
war,  ought  to  be  agreed  upon ;  as  the  uti  poJJidetUy  or 
mutual  retaining  of  pofleffions,  could  not  reafooablj 
have  reference  only  to  the  time  ^  fgning  the  peaee.^' 
For  if  the  contrary  principle  (hould  be  admitted,  it 
would  become  difficult  to  know,  or  ^en  tq  gue(s  at  die 
value  of  tl^e  pofleffions  that  might  be  given  away,  as  it 
could  not  ppl&bly  be  afccrtained  M^at  might  in  the  in? 
terval,  be  loft  or  gained.  And  if  diefe  difficulties  oc-r 
curred,  it  was  added,  in  the  fimplicitjr  of  a  pofleflbqf 
^cle,  they  muft  be  increafed  ten- fold  upon  every 
other,  and  would  come  to  fuch  a  height,  as  to  predude 
all  poffibility  of  ncgociation,  on  things  of  fo  intricate  a 
|2ature  ^  changes  arid  equivalents '. 

This  difputc  occafioned  delay,  and  afforded  the 
French  miniftry,  if  they  had  been  fo  difpofed,  a  decent 
pretext  for  breaking  off  the  negociation.  In  the  mean 
time  hoftilities  w(?r(C  pvery  whef e  carried  on  as  if  np 
fuch  negociation  had  fubfiftcd.  But  the  campaign  ^-as 
diftinguiflied  by  few  mempfablQ  events. 

The  war  which  had  been  carried  on  fo  long  and  fo 
^uitlefsly  in  Weftphalia,  5t  an  immenfe  expence,  was 
as  indecifive  as  ever.  For  althoqgh  prince  Ferdinand, 
by  taking  the  field  in  the  month  of  February,  gained 

X.  Account  of  the  Ncgociation  pnWiflicd  by  the  Court  of  France, 
9iid  tacitly  admitted  by  that  of  EngUxuL 
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fcveral  advantages  over  the  French,  who  are  little  fitted    letter 
for  a  winter  campaign,  the  duke  de  Broglio  obliged  him      ^^^\ 
to  abandon  all  the  places  he  had  taken  or  invefted  be-    a.  t>.  17(1. 
fore  the  firft  of  April  j  to  raife  the  blockade  of  Ziegen* 
hajm  and  the  fiege  of  Caflel,  to  expofe  anew  the  land- 
graviate  of  Hefle,  and  retire  behind  the  DymeU 

Broglio  having  afterward  paffed  the  Dymel,  and 
formed  a  junftion  with  the  French  army  under  Soublfc, 
who  commanded  on  the  Lower  Rhine,  attacked  the  aI-» 
lies  at  the  village  of  Kirch  Denkern,  on  the  i6th  of  July, 
but  was  repulfed  with  the  lofs  of  five  thoufand  men, 
killed  or  made  prifoners  *•  In  confequence  of  this  ad- 
vantage, prince  Ferdinand,  having  extended  his  army 
toward  Hammelin,  was  enabled  to  fecure  the  courfe  of 
the  Wefer,  and  to  proteft  the  eledorate  of  Hanover, 
notwithftanding  the  fuperior  force  of  the  enemy.  But 
he  had  the  mortification  to  fee  them  ravage  Weftphalia, 
and  Eaft-Friefland. 

The  king  of  Pruffia,  feemingly  fatigued  with  ineffec* 
tual  efforts,  and  mortified  by  indecifivc  victories,  aded 
folely  on  the  defenfivc  5  he  himfelf  taking  poft  in  Silefia, 
and  his  brother  Henry  in  Saxony.  Yet  this  defenfive 
campaign  was  not  more  exempt  from  misfortupe  than 
thofe  in  which  he  moft  freely  indulged  the  ardour  of 
his  genius.  The  Auftrians  took  Schweidnitz  by  fur- 
prife,  and  the  Ruffians  made  themfelves  niafters  of  Col- 
berg.  By  the  lofs  of  thefe  two  important  places,  the 
illuftrious  Frederick  found  himfelf  in  a  woffe  fituation 
than  at  the  clofe  of  any  former  feafon  of  aftion.  Thq 
Ruffians  wintered  in  Fomerania,  and  the  Auftri^s  in 
gilefiat 

t.  Lond.  Cazette^  Iuly»3,  I76l# 
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FART  II.  These  events  were  little  fuitable  to  the  haughty  tone 
^^^'^^  '  of  the  Englifli  minifter,  in  his  negociation  with  Frmncc. 
But  feveral  adions  happened  at  fea,  between  fmgle  (hips 
and  fmall  fquadrons,  greatly  to  the  honour  of  the  Bri* 
ti(h  flagr  And  ii  naval  armament,  which  had  excited  the 
highcfl  hopes  while  its  dcdination  remained  unknown, 
was  prepared  early  in  the  fcafon,  and  crowned  with  fig- 
nal  fucccfs. 

The  objefl  of  this  armament,  confifting  often  (hips 
of  th?  line,  under  commodore  Kcppcl,  and  near  ten 
thoufand  l^nd-rfofc^?,  commanded  by  major-general 
Hodgfon,  was  Bcllcifie  on  the  coaft  of  France.  Before 
that  idand,  which  li^s  within  four  leagues  of  (he  point 
of  Tibcroon,  betwcgn  Port  Lewis  and  the  mouth  of  the 
I^oire,  and  is  jibout  twcjve  leagues  in  circumference,  the 
pritifli  fleet  #ippearcd  on  the  feventh  of  April.  A  dc- 
fcent  was  immediately  attempted  at  three  dilTerent 
places,  but  without  efFe^S.  The  invaders  were  repulfed, 
in  fpite  of  their  moft  vigorous  efforts,  with  the  lofs  of 
five  huiidieJ  men.  They  were  not  however  dif» 
couragcc',  but  rcfolutcly  perfevered  in  their  purpofc. 
A:  ril  25.  ^^  length  the  troops,  furmounting  every  obflacle,  made 
good  their  landing  -,  drove  the  enemy  from  their  lines 
before  Palais,  the  capital  of  the  ifland;  entwred  the  town 
fword  in  hand,  nnd  obliged  the  garrifon  to  take  refuge 
in  the  citadel.  That  fortrofs,  built  by  the  famous  Vau- 
bim,  and  defended  by  three  thoufand  men,  under  the 
chevalier  de  St.  Croix,  an  able  and  ex{>cricnced  officer, 
made  a  f^,allant  ticfcncc.  Eut  after  it  had  been  invcfted 
about  fix  weeks  and  a  pradlicable  breach  made  in  the 
works,  6t.  Croix,  feeing  no  profpe<ft  of  relief,  judged  it 
Jyrp  7.  prudent  to  capitulate,  \n  order  to  avoid  the  danijcr  of 
an  aflault :  and  the  whole  ifiand  fubmitted  to  his  Bri- 
(ajuiic  majetty  J. 

3.  i^oud.   C'JxcUe,  Anril  3c,  and  June  14,  1761. 

Tilt 
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The  takiiip;  of  Belleifle,  which  was  celebrated  with  lETTFR 
bonfires,  illuminations,  and  every  expreffion  of  triumph  y  '  \ 
and  tumultuous  joy,  contributed  greatly  to  elate  the  A.D.  i7&i« 
pride  of  the  Englifli  populace,  was  no  fmall  morti- 
fication to  France.  But  the  expedition  having  failed 
in  its  ultimate  aim,  which  was  to  oblige  the  French  to 
weaken  their  army  in  Weftphalia,  in  order  to  defend 
their  own  coafts,  and  by  that  means  to  enable  prince 
Ferdinand  to  ftrike  fome  decifive  blow ;  and  the  ifland 
itfelf,  which  is,  literally  fpeaking  a  barren,  rock,  being 
found  to  have  no  harbour  for  fhips  of  force,  the  chief 
circumftance  that  could  make  it  valuable  to  Great«Bri- 
tain,  the  poffeffion  of  it  was  thought  by  the  more  in- 
telligent part  of  the  nation,  dearly  purchafed  with 
the  lives  of  two  thoufand  brave  men,  befide  an  immenfe 
expenditure  of  naval  and  military  ftores.  The  miniftry, 
however,  reprefented  it  as  a  place  of  great  importance, 
from  its  pofition,  while  they  highly  and  juftly  extolled 
the  valour  of  the  troops  employed  in  reducing  it.  Yet^ 
as  this  conqueft  had  not  been  attended  with  the  expeft- 
ed  confequences,  and  as  no  other  enterprife  was  plan- 
ned from  which  any  important  advantage  could  be  ex- 
pefted  during  the  fummer,  Mr,  Pitt  condefcended  to 
name  certain  epochs,  to  which  the  reciprocal  holding  of 
poflcfllons,  fliould  refer,  andthcnegociationwithfrancc 
was  refumed. 

The  epochs  named  by  the  Britifli  minifter  were,  the 
firft  of  Auguft  for  Europe,  the  firft  of  September  for 
Africa  and  America,  tlie  firft  of  November  for  the 
Eaft  Indies.  To  thefe  epochs  France  agreed,  though 
reluftantly,  on  account  of  the  nearnefs,  as  fhe  had 
now  hopes  of  acquiring  fome  important  advantage  in 
Weftphalia  before  the  clofe  of  the  campaign.  She  alfo 
agreed,   That  every  thrng  fettled  between  the  two 

crowns, 
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PART  11.  crowns,  relative  to  their  particular  difputes,  fliould  be 
aTdIj^.  fi'^'y  conclufive  and  obligatory,  independent  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  congrcfs  to  be  held  at  Augiburg,  for 
fettling  the  difputes  of  Germany.  And  (he  farther 
agreed.  That  the  defini rive  treaty  of  peace  between  Ac 
t\A'o  kingdoms,  or  preliminary  articles  to  that  purpofe, 
fliould  be  figned  and  ratified  before  the  firft  of  next 
Auguft. 

France   even  gave  up  the  point  of  honour,  and 
made  frankly  an  offer  of  what  places  (he  was  willii^ 
to  cede  and  exchange.;  namely,   in  her  final  anfwer, 
(after  certain  difficulties  had  been  removed,  andcertatfl 
claims  relinquifhed)  to  guaranty  Canada  to  England, 
in  the  utmoft  extent  required,  including  as  dependen- 
cies the  iflands  of  Cape  Breton  and  St.  John ;  to  demo- 
Jiih  Dunkirk,  provided  the  right  of  fifhing  and  drying 
fifh  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  (hall  be  confirmedto 
her  ;  to  reftore  Minorca  for  Guadaloupe  and  Mariga- 
lantc  ;  to  evacuate  Hefle,  Hanau,  and  Gottingen,  pro- 
vided one  fettlement  in  Africa  fliould  be  guarantied  to 
her  for  the  convenience  of  the  Negro  trade  ;  to  remit 
tlie  fettlement  of  affairs  in  the  Eail  Indies  to  the  com- 
panies of  the  two  nations,  and  to  leave  England  in  pof- 
fclaon  of  Bcllcifle,  until  fomc  equivalent  fliali  be  offered 
ajiJ  accepted.    But  (he  pcrfifted  in  demanding  die  rcfti- 
tution  of  tlic  trading  vclTels  taken  before  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  and  obftinately  refufcd  to  give  up  Wefd 
:\:\d  Gucldrcs,  which  fhc  had  conquered  froin  thekingof 
•VuiTia. 

England,  v»^ith  no  Icfs  obftinacy,  refufcd  to  reftore 
thf  difputcd  captures,  yet  infilled  on  the  reftitutionof 
t^ofc  two  pLiccs.  Nor  would  the  Britifh  miniftcr, 
^ilonifliing  us  it  may  fcem,  agree  to  a  neutrality  inrt- 

ganl 
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gard  tD  Germany.     He  rejeded  the  propofid  with  dit     ^[J5^ 
dain  as  an  inftilt  upon  the  national  honour ;  diough  it     i^  „  j     r 
would  certainly  have  been  more  eafy  for  Great  Britain^    ^  ^  *^** 
and  no  le(s  honourable  to  mediate,  or  even  purchafe  a 
peace  for  the  king  of  Pniffia,  in  Ae  cor^refs  at  Auguf* 
burg,  than  to  enable  him  to  continue  the  ftruggle  for 
Sileiia,  and  defend  his  widely  feparated  domimons  a- 
gainft  France,  Sweden,  Auftria,  Rufiia,  and  the  Army 
of  the  Empire,     On  this  romantic  idea,  however,  and 
the  odier  two  contentious  po'mts,  the  negociadon  be- 
tween France  and  England  was  finally  broken  off,  when     ^^ 
it  feemed  ready  to  terminate  in  a  folid  peace,  and  alter 
*it  had  been  protraded  conliderably  beyond  the  term 
fixed  for  figning  the  treaty. 

A  RUPTURE  with  Spain,  it  was  readily  forefeen, 
would  be  the  immediate  confequence  of  the  fiulure  of 
this  treaty,  as  the  failure  itfelf  had  been  pardy  occafioned 
by  die  fufpicions  of  a  fecret  underflanding  between  the 
French  and  Spaniih  minifters.  The  poifonous  infinu- 
ations  of  the  court  of  Veriailles  had  now  produced  their 
lull  effea  upon  the  mind  of  Charles  III.  This  fuffi- 
ciently  appeared  in  the  courfe  of  the  foregoing  negocia- 
tion.  The  French. minifter,  along  with  his  memo- 
rial of  propofition'5  (dated  the  I5tlj  of  July),  had  prefent- 
ed  to  the  fourt  of  London,  a  private  memorial,  fignifying 
the  defire  of  his  mofl  Chriftian  majefty,  That,  in  order 
to  eftablifh  the  peace  upon  folid  foundations,  not  to  be 
fiiaken  by  the  contefted  interefts  of  a  third  power,  the 
king  of  Spain  might  be  invited  to  guaranty  tlic  treaty 
between  the  two  crown?.  And  he  propofed,  with  the 
confent  and  communication  of  his  Catholic  majefly. 
That  the  three  points  in  difpute  between  England  and 
Spain,  and  which  might  produce  a  new  war  in  Europe 
and  America,  fhould  be  finally  fettled  in  this  negociar 
tion  i  namely^  the  reftitutibn  of  fome  (hips  taken  in  the 

courfe 
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PART  II.    courfc  of  the  prefcnt  war,  under  Spanifli  colours ;  the 

iLIx!^i9tfi.    W^c^y  claimed  by  the  Spanifli  nation  to  fifli  on  the 

banks  of  Newfoundland ;  and  the  demolition  of  certain 

fettlements  made,  contrary  to  treaty,  by  the  Englifli 

logwood-cutters  in  the  bay  of  Honduras. 

The  Britifli  minifter  read  this  memorial  with  furprife 
and  indignation,  and  declared  on  returning  it,  with  that 
dignity  and  even  haughtinefs  peculiar  to  his  chara<^er, 
That  his  Britannic  majefty  would  not  fufFer  the  difputes 
with  Spain  to  be  blended,  in  any  manner  whatever,  in 
the  negoclation  of  peace  between  the  two  crowns ;  and 
that  it  would  be  confidered  as  an  affront,  and  a  thing . 
iucompatible  with  the  fincerity  of  the  negociationonthe 
part  of  France,  to  make  any  farther  mention  of  fuch  a 
circumftancc.  He  at  the  fame  time  called  upon  the 
Spanifli  minifler,  to  difavow  the  propofition  which  had 
been  faid  to  be  made  with  the  knowledge  of  his  court ; 
and  expreiTed  his  aftonifliment  at  feeing  a  propoial 
for  accommodating  difputes  between  friends  coming 
through  the  medium  of  an  enemy !  to  find  points  of  fo 
much  confequence  offered  for  deliberation  by  a  French 
envoy,  when  his  Catholic  majefly  had  an  ambaflador 
rcfiding  in  London,  from  whom  no  intimation  of  fuch 
bulinefs  had  been  received  ! 

The  court  of  Verfaillcs  condefcended  to  make  an 
apology  for  having  propofed  a  difcufHon  of  the  points  in 
dilputc  with  Spain  ;  but  the  Spanifh  ambafTador  openly 
avowed  and  juftifitd  the  ftep  taken  by  the  French  envoy, 
as  entirely  conformable  to  the  fcntiments  of  his  mafler. 
He  d'jcLir;:id,  That  the  kings  of  France  and  Spain  were 
united  not  only  by  th'j  ties  of  blood,  but  thofe  of  mu- 
tual intcrcft.  He  applauded  the  humanity  and  magna- 
nimity of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  in  fccking  to  ren- 
der the  peace  as  permanent  as  the  viciflitude  of  human 

affairs 
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affairs  would  permit ;  and  he  haughtily  added.  That,  if  LETTER, 

governed  by  any  other  principles,  his  Catholic  majefty,  ^ 

**confulting  only  his   greatnefs,   would  have  fpok en  A.  D.  1761. 
*'  from  himfclf  and  as. became  his  dignity*.'* 

The  meaning  of  this  declaration  could  not  poflibly 
be  mifunderilood.  It  evidently  appeared,  from  the 
moil  liberal  interpretation  of  the  words,  that  Spain,  as  a 
kind  of  party,  was  made  acquainted  with  every  ftep 
taken  in  the  negociation  between  P' ranee  and  England  ; 
that  her  judgment  was  appealed  to  in  the  propofition, 
and  her  authority  called  in  aid  to  force  the  acceptance 
of  the  terms  offered  by  France  ;  in  a  word,  that  there 
wras  a  perfeft  union  of  affc^ions,  interefts,  and  councils 
between  the  courts  of  Verfailles  and  Madrid. 

A  FIRM  conviflion  of  this,  is  (aid  to  have  been  the 
caufe  of  that  arrogance,  bordering  upon  infult,  with 
which  Mr.  Pitt  henceforth  treated  the  propofals  of 
France,  and  which  completed  the  views  of  the  court  of 
Verlailles.  The  Family  Compaft  was  figned  on  the 
15th  of  Auguft.  From  that  moment,  the  French  mi-  . 
nifter  changed  his  tone  ;  and  the  negociation  with  Eng- 
land was  broken  off,  already  related,  lefs  from  any  dif- 
agrcement  between  the  two  courts  on  important  points, 
than  their  feeming  obftinacy  in  maintaining  pretended 
points  of  honour.  • 

Ik  the  mean  time,  orders  had  been  fent  to  the  earl  of 
Briftol,  the  Britifh  ambaffador  at  the  court  of  Madrid, 
to  remonftrate,  with  energy  and  firmnef?,  on  the  dar- 
ing interpofition  of  Spain  in  the  negociation  between 
France  and  England,  and  to  demand  a  dc-claration  of 
her  final  intentions  ;  to  adhere  to  the  negative  put  upon 
the  Spanifli  pretenfions  to  fifh  upon  the  banks  of  New- 

4.  Pai>9rs  felatlvc  to  the  Negociation  with  Trance,  and  the  Dif- 
fste  with  Spain,  puhli(hctl  by  Authority, 

foundlatiJ  \ 
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PART  n.  foundland  j  to  reft  the  article  of  difputed  captures  on 
A^D^^i.  the  jafticc  of  the  Englifh  tribunals  ;  to  continue  the  for- 
mer piofeffions  of  the  court  of  London,  indicating  a  de- 
fire  of  an  amicable  adjuftment  of  the  logwood  difpute, 
and  the  willingnefs  of  his  Britannic  majefty  tocaufe  the 
fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Honduras  to  be  evacuated,  as 
fbon  as  his  Catholic  majefty  (hould  fuggeft  another  me- 
thod by  which  the  Britifli  fubjefts  could  enjoy  Aat  traf- 
fic, to  which  they  had  a  right  by  treaty,  and  vAdch  the 
court  of  Madrid  had  farther  confirmed  to  them  by  re- 
peated promifes. 

Mr,  Wall,  the  Spanifh  minifter,  applauded  the  mag- 
nanimity of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  in  not  fuf&ring 
France  to  be  appealed  to,  as  a  tribunal,  in  his  di^tes 
with  Spain.  In  the  propofition  made,  with  the  confent 
of  his  court,  he  declared  that  things  had  not  been  con- 
fidered  in  that  light ;  and  he  aflced.  Whether  it  could  be 
imagined  in  England,  that  the  Catholic  king  was  feek- 
ing  to  provoke  Great  Britain  to  war  in  her  moft  flourifh« 
ing  and  exalted  condition,  and  after  fuch  a  feries  of 
profperous  events  as  never  perhaps  occurred  in  the  an- 
nals of  any  other  kingdom  ?  But  he  refufed  to  give  up 
any  of  the  three  points  in  difpute,  and  owned  that  the 
moft  perfeft  harmony  fubfifted  between  the  courts  of 
France  and  Spain ;  that,  in  confequence  of  that  har- 
mony, the  moft  Chriftian  king  had  offered  to  afEft  his 
Catholic  majefty^  in  cafe  the  difpute  between  Great 
Britain  and  Spain  fhould  terminate  in  a  rupture,  and 
that  thi»  olFcr  was  confidered  in  a  friendly  light. 

A  DECLARATION  Icfs  explicit  would have  been  fuffi- 
cient  to  convince  a  minifter  of  Pitt's  difcemment,  that 
.  the  intentions  of  Spain  were  by  no  means  equivocal. 
He  accordingly  declared  in  council,  That  we  ought  to 
confider  the  evadons  of  that  court  as  a  refufal  of  iati>- 
iadion,  and  that  refufal  as  a  declaration  of  war ;  that 

we 
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we  ought  from  prudence  as  well  as  fpirit  to  fecure  to     LETtfr 
ourfelves  the  firft  blow ;  that,  if  any  war  could  provide     ^\^^ 
its  own  refources,  it  muft  be  a  war  with  Spain  ;  that    A.  D.  17M. 
her  fupplics  lay  at  a  diftance,  and  might  be  eafily  inter- 
cepted and  cut  off,  as  we  were  already  matters  of  the 
Tea ;  that  her  flota,  or  American  plate-fleet,  on  which 
flie  had  great  dependence,  was  not  ytt  arrived,  and  that 
die  taking  of  it  would  at  once  ftrengthen  our  hands  and 
difabk  hers.    Such  a  bold  but  neceflary  ftep,  he  added, 
would  be  a  leflbn  to* his  Catholic  majefty,  and  to  all  Eu- 
rope, how  dangerous  it  was  to  prefume  to  di^ftate  in  the 
afiairs  of  Great  Britain. 


The  tranfcendent  dignity  of  this  fentiment,  fo  far 
exceeding  thecomprehenfion  of  ordinary  minds,  appear- 
ed in  the  form  of  (hocking  violence,  or  wild  extrava- 
gance, to  the  majority  of  the  council.  They  admitted^ 
That  we  ought  not  to  be  frightened  from  aflerting  our 
reafonable  demands,  by  the  menices  of  any  power  ;  but 
they  affirmed,  at  the  fame  time,  that  this  defire  of  add-* 
ing  war  to  war,  and  enemy  to  enemy,  whilft  the  fprings 
of  government  were  already  overftrained,  was  ill  fuited 
to  our  national  ftrength  ;  that  to  fliun  war  upon  a  juft 
occadon  was  cowardice,  but  to  provoke  or  court  it  mad- 
ne&  ;  that  if  Spain,  mifled  by  the  councils  of  France, 
ihould  enter  in  a  more  decifive  manner  into  the  views 
of  that  hoftile  court,  it  would  then  be  early  enough  to 
declare  war,  when^all  the  neighbouring  and  impartial 
powers  were  convinced,  that  we  avfted  with  as  much 
temper  as  refolution,  and  when  every  thinldng  man  in 
the  kingdom  was  fatisfied,  that  he  was  not  hurried  into 
Ae  hazards  and  expences  of  war  from  an  idea  of  ro- 
ihantic  heroifm,  but  from  unavoidable  neccflity,  and 
would  chcarfully  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  an  admi- 
niftration  which,  though  firm  and  reioiut?,  was  afraid 

alike 
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PART  II.    alike  to  wafte  the  national  treafure  wantonly  or  empW 

These  arguments,  though  plaufible,  had  no  weight 
with  Mr.  Pitt.    He  confidered  them  as  the  timid  couii- 
fels  of  fhort-fighted  caution,  or  the  captious  objeaion* 
of  narrow-minded  and  felfifh  politicians,  envious  of  his 
grcatnefs,  and  indifferent  to  their  country's  welEu'e* 
Giving  full  fcope  to  his  pride  and  patriotifm,  he  there- 
fore warmly  exclaimed,  "  This  is  the  time  forhumbiinj 
the  whole  houfe  of  Bourbon  !  and  if  the  glorious  op- 
portunity is  let  flip,  we  (hall  in  vain  look  for  another. 
Their  united  power,  if  fufFered  to  gather  ftrength,  will 
baffle  our  moft  vigorous  efforts,  and  poiSbly  plunge  us 
in  the  gulf  of  ruin.     We  muft  not  allow  them  a  mo- 
ment to  breathe  :  felf-prefervation  bids  us  crufh  them, 
before  they  can  combine  or  recoUccl  themfelves." 

Mr.  Pittinthefamecouncilrafhlydeclared,  ifhecoulJ 
not  carry  fo  falutary  a  meafure,  this  was  the  laft  time  he 
fliould  fit  at  that  board.  "  I  was  called  to  the  admi- 
niftration  of  public  affairs,"  added  he  haughtilv,  "  hy 
the  voice  of  the  people  :  to  them  I  have  always  confi- 
dered myfclf  as  accountable  for  my  conduct;  and, 
therefore,  cannot  remain  in  2ifituaUon  which  makes  me 
rcfpoyijlblc  for  mcafures  I  am  no  longer  allowed  to  jw/Wf.'' 
The  lagacious  earl  Granville,  prefident  of  the  courxil, 
coolly  replied,  "  The  gentleman,  I  find,  is  determined 
to  leave  us,  and  I  cannot  fay  I  am  forry  for  it,  as  he 
would  othcrwife  have  compelled  us  to  leave  him  ;  for 
it'  he  is  determined  to  aflume  folcly  the  right  of  aJ- 
vifing  his  majefty,  and  directing  the  operations  of  ^a-ar, 
to  what  purpole  are  "jL'e  here  afTembled  ?"  On  a  divifioii, 
the  miniller  himfelf,  and  his  brother-in-law  lord 
'I'emple,  were  the  only  members  of  the  council  \dio 

voted 
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Toted  for  an  immediate  declaration  of  war  againft    ^t^I^w^ 
.  Spain» 

Pitt,  conformable  td  his  declared  rcfolution^  carried 
the  feals  of  his  office  to  the  king  j  although  nbt  without 
hopes,  as  is  believed^  that  he  would  be  defired  to  retain 
them.  But  royal  fevour  hadj  by  this  time,  begun  to 
flow  into  new  channelsi 

The  earl  of  Bute  claimed  a  large  (liare  of  that  favour  i 
He  had  been  much  about  the  pcrfon  of  George  IIL  be* 
fore  his  acceflion  to  the  throne:  -,  and  befide  the  pleafure 
of  having  partly  formed  the  mind  of  the  heir  apparent  td 
the  Britiih  croWn,  he  had  the  particular  fatisfadion  in  fo 
doing  of  difcharging  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  memory 
of  his  majefty*s  father,  Frederick  prince  of  Wales,  >^ofe 
friendfhip  and  confidence  he  enjoyed  in  a  very  high  de- 
gree, along  with  Mr.  Pitt  and  othet  i-epuled  patriotSi 
Soon  after  the  death  of  George  II  i  this  nobleman  was 
appointed  fecfetary  for  the  nofdiern  departments  and  he 
now  expc&ed^  in  confequenCe  of  the  divlfions  in  the 
privy  council,  and  the  aflfe£llon  of  his  rOyal  mafter,  to 
fcize  the  reins  of  government*  The  duke  of  Newcaftle^ 
and  other  miniflers  of  the  late  king^  vfho  had  found 
themfelves  over-fliadowed  by  the  fuperiot  abilities  of 
the  great  commoner,  alfo  wiihed  his  removd  i  aikl  a$ 
HE,  the  favourite  of  the  people^  had  found  it  necefTary 
to  form  a  coalition  with  them)  and  to  flatter  th«  jfoiU 
tical  prejudices  of  his  aged  fovereign^in  order  moi'e  ef^ 
fe<%ially  to  ferve  his  country^  and  gratify  his  own 
boundlefs  ambition^  they,  in  hopes  of  recovering  their 
confcquenccj  yielded  in  lik«  manner  a  temporary  fup- 
port  to  the  earl  of  Bute,  fuppofcd  to  be  the  bofom  fa^ 
vourite  of  the  youthful  monarch^ 

TrtE  king,  therefore,  received  the  feals  from  Mr* 

Pitt  with  eafe  and  Jignit}\     He  exprefTed  his  regret  for 

Vol.  V,  E  e  the 
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the  lofs  of  fo  able  a  fervant,  at  a  time  when  abilitief 
for  public  bufinefs  were  fo  much  required ;  but  he  did 
hot  folicit  him  to  refume  his  office.  Little  prepared 
for  a  behaviour  fo  firm,  yet  full  of  condefceniion,  the 
haughty  fecrctary  is  (aid  to  have  burft  into  tearrs. 
This  was  die  time  for  conciliation  between  the  power- 
ful fovereign  and  his  grtateft  fubje£l,  if  the  highcft  abi- 
lity to  ferve  the  ftate,  aldiough  inferior  to  many  ia 
rank  and  fortune,  can  entitle  a  fubje£l  to  that  di£- 
tin&ion.  But  a  (ubje£^,  though  a  good  one,  may  be 
too  great.  The  king  chofe  to  abide  by  the  opnion 
of  the  majority  of  his  council.  He  accepted  Mr.  Pitt's 
refignation ;  fettled  upon  him  a  penfion  of  diree  tfaou- 
land  pounds  a-year,  for  three  lives,  and  conferred  die 
title  of  baroneis  on  his  lady  \  he  himfelf  declining  die 
honour  c^  nobility,  but  willing  that  it  (hould  defcendto 
his  offspring. 

No  change  in  the  Bridfh  miniftry  ever  occafionedfo 
much  alarm  as  the  refignation  of  Mr.  Pitt.  It  feemed 
equal  to  a  revolution  in  the  government.  As  the  ni* 
tion,  under  his  adminiftration,  had  been  railed  from 
defpondency  and  difgrace,  to  the  higheft  degree  of 
glory,  triumph,  and  exultation,  the  moft  ferious  appre* 
henfions  were  entertained,  by  the  body  of  the  people, 
that  it  might  again  fink  into  the  (ame  ftate  of  depreffioo, 
and  be  overwhelmed  by  its  numerous  enemies,  fincc  his 
all-infpiring  genius  no  longer  direAed  its  councils ;  or 
that  an  inglorious  peace  would  be  patched  up,  inorucr 
to  avert  the  dangers  of  a  new  war. 

BuT%iis  alarm  was  foon  quieted  by  the  vigorous 
meafures  of  the  new  miniftry,  and  the  addrefs  with 
which  their  emiffaries  drew  off  the  veil  from  the  impcr* 

5:  Account  of  Mr.  riu's  i?r/^^w/p/»,  &c.  as  publiihed  bj  the  tvt 
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fciSliohs  of  the  late  fccretar)',  whofe  reputation  as  a  pa-  Lht  r  ::>\ 
triot  as  well  as  a  ftatcfman  they  endeavoured  to  deftroy.  ^'__^^^ 
They  keenly  expofcd  his  inconfiftcncy^  and  called  in  A.D.  i;oi, 
queftion  his  pdlitical  fagacity,  in  fo  warmly  entering 
into  the  German  conteft,  againft  which  he  had  former- 
ly to  vehemently  and  fo  juftly  declaimed.  They  blamed 
his  fliameful  prodigality,  in  expending  fo  much  of  the 
national  treafure  in  fruitlefs  expeditions  to  the  coaft  of 
France,  inftead  of  directing  them  againft  the  remaining 
French  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  and  his  inexcufablc 
negligence,  in  not  ordering  general  Amherft  to  enter 
Louifianai  which  might  eafily  have  been  conquered, 
daring  USk  campaign^  without  fending  any  additional 
force  to  America.  And  they  maintained^  with  fome 
appearance  of  reafon,  that  his  refignation  difcovercJ 
more  pride  than  patriotifm.  But  when  they  attempted 
to  afcribe  all  the  fuccefs  of  his  meafures  to  mere  chance, 
and  to  turn  into  ridicule  his  moft  laudable  enterprizes, 
the  fentiments  of  the  people  revolted  againft  the  infulc 
ofiered  to  thoir  underftanding.  And  all  fmcere  lovers 
of  their  country,  whatever  might  be  their  opinion  of  his 
IRinciples,  lamented  the  lofs  of  fo  able  and  popular  a  mi- 
nifter  at  fo  dangerous  a  crifis ;  while  his  friends  entered 
zealoufly  into  a  vindication  of  his  whole  condud,  and  - 
leverely  reprobated  the  infidious  arts  of  his  unworthy 
colleagues,  who  had  obliged  him  to  quit  the  helm  of 
ftate,  by  thwarting  him  in  his  favourite  meafure,  and  ir- 
ritating a  temper  naturally  too  hot,  and  a  Ipirit  which 
they  knew  could  not  brook  controuh 

Ik  changing  opinion  upon  farther  experience  ^d 
good  grounds,  they  ingenioufly  obferved,  there  was  no 
inconfiftency  ;  that  all  men  are  liable  to  error  and  mif- 
take;  and  that  whatever  might  have  been  Mr.  Pitt's  ori« 
ginal  opinion  of  the  policy  of  engaging  in  the  German 

£  e  2  war, 
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PART  II.  war,  the  propofal  of  neutrality  in  regard  to  that  war, 
A.  D.  1761.  "^^^  ^y  France,  in  the  late  negociation,  was  an  irrefra' 
gable  proof  that  (he  did  not  think  herfelf  a  gainer  by  the 
continental  conteft,  and  confequently  juftified  his  pur- 
fuing  it ;  that  the  expeditions  to  the  coaft  of  France^ 
though  attended  with  few  immediate  and  pofitivc  ad- 
vantages, had  diftradlcd  the  councils  and  the  meafores 
of  the  enemy,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  roufed  tfaefpi-* 
rit  of  the  £ngli(h  nation,  and  had  eventually  made  us 
vidorious  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  ;  that  this  ^t, 
having  borne  down  all  refiftance  in  America  and  the 
Eaft  Indies,  was  now  to  have  been  directed  againfi  the 
remaining  French  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  a  fbnnid- 
able  armament  being  a£lually  ready  to  (iul  for  diole  lati- 
tudes ;  and,  if  Mr.  Pitt  had  been  allowed  to  commence 
hoftilities  immediately  againft  Spain,  there  was  the  at- 
moft  reafon  to  believe,  that  we  fhould  foon  have  been  in 
poffeflion  not  only  of  Martinico,  Hifpaniola^  andCulO) 
but  of  the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru.  In  reply,  the 
friends  of  adminillration  affirmed,  That  inftcad  of  at* 
chieving  new  conquefts,  he  was  no  longer  able  to  afi; 
that  having  exhanfted  the  refources  of  the  kingdoni,and 
drawn  upon  it  new  enemies,  he  had  deferted  his  ftationit 
the  helm,  and  left  the  veflel  of  ftate  to  fink  or  fwimanud 
the  ftorm  he  had  raifed^. 

These  difputes,  and  their  anxioufly  expe^ed  iffuc, 
engaged  the  iittention  of  all  Europe,  The  Germao  al* 
lies  of  Great  Britain  flattered  themfelves  that  thcfak 
would  be  reftored  to  Mr.  Pitt,  and  expreifed  their  appre 
hcnfions  of  the  injury  which  the  common  cauie  mighl 
fufFer  by  his  rcfignation ;  while  the  Bourbon  courts  in* 
dulgcd  a  hope,  that  his  exclufion  from  the  adminiJii>* 
tion  would  be  perpetual,  and  reprefented  the  fiuiure/ 
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the  btc  promifing  negociation,  between  France  and    LETrER 
England,  as  folely  the  efFeft  of  his  arrogance.  ,  ^^^\\ 


The  French  miniftry  went  yet  farther.  They  induf- 
trioufly  circulated  the  news  of  a  fecret  treaty  between 
France  and  Spain,  into  which  they  had  been  driven  by 
the  domineering  temper  of  the  Englifh  fecretary.  By 
this  alarming  intelligence,  they  prefumed  that  they 
ihould  be  able  to  frighten  the  new  minifters  of 
George  III.  into  a  treaty  of  peace  on  their  own  terms, 
or  at  leaft  to  deter  them  from  declaring  war  againft 
Spain,  until  her  preparations  were  completed,  when 
futh  a  meafure  would  be  equally  agreeable  to  the  courts 
of  Vcriailles  and  Madrid.  But  they  were  unacquainted 
with  the  charader  of  the  men  whom  they  meant  to  in- 
timidate ;  fo  that  their  vain-glorious  boafting  produced 
an  efFeA  diredly  oppofite  to  that  for  which  k  was  in* 
tended. 

The  earl  of  Egremont,  who  had  fucceedcd  Mr.  Pitt 
as  fecretary  for  the  fouthern  department,  fenfible  of  the 
neceffity  of  behaving  widi  fpirit  in  the  dilute  with 
Spain,  or  of  utterly  forfeiting  the  confidence  of  the 
peo[de,  had  already,  with  the  confent  of  his  colleagues, 
ioftru&ed  the  Britifh  ambailador  at  Madrid  to  a£l  with 
firamefs,  and  now  ordered  him  to  require  an  account  of 
the  purport  of  this  vaunted  treaty.  But  all  the  anfwer 
which  the  earl  of  Briftol  could  obtain  was,  "  That  his 
Catholic  majefty  had  judged  it  expedient  to  renew  his 
Family  Compa^  with  the  moft  Chrifiian  king."  And  as 
Ac  nature  of  the  prefent,  or  the  exiftencc  of  any  pre- 
ceding compaft,  was  then  unicnown  to  the  Englifh  mi- 
niftry, and  to  all  foreign  nations,  our  ambaiiador  was 
direAed  to  demand  a  fatisfadory  explanation  on  the 
fubje^  and  to  fignify,  that  a  reiufal  would  be  confidered 
as  a  declaration  of  war  on  die  part  of  Spain.  The  pride 
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^  ftates  of  Germany  ^d  the  J^forth ;  "  unlefs  fomc 
m(\ritlme  power  takes  part  in  thofe  w?irs,  or  France  be 
atucked  by  land  in  her  own  country  9,"  This  excep- 
tion  of  the  Maritime  Powers  forms  a  key  to  the  whole 
.confederacy  j  as  it  {hews,  in  the  moft  fatisfa<Story  man* 
ner,  againft  what  power  that  confederacy  is  chiefly  di- 
fedted.  It  points  out  clearly,  though  obliquely,  to  the 
Other  powers  of  Europe^  that  their  connexion  with 
Great  Britain  is  the  principal  circumflance  which  is  to 
tfB  provoke  the  enmity  of  Spain ;  and  to  Great  Britain,  that 
her  hun^ilifitipi}  js  jl^e  grand  pbjeft  of  th?  Famjly  Com^ 
pad. 

This  cprnpaft,  which  feems  at  length  to  have  pro- 
duced that  intimate  union  between  the  French  and 
3pai>i{h  n^onarchies,  fo  much  dreaded  at  the  beginning 
pf  the  pref^nt  century,  on  the  extinftion  of  the  Spanifli 
branch  of  the  houfc  of  Auftria,  (and  which,  as  we  have 
feen,  it  was  the  objeft  of  the  Partition  Treaties  and  die 
war  of  the  Grand  Alliance  to  prevent,)  this  compad 
would  of  itfelf  have  been  fufficient,  as  foon  as  its  true 
purport  was  known,  to  juftify  Great  Britain  in  declarr 
iiig  war  againft  Spain  3  a  power  fo  intimately  connedcd 
v/ith  h.er  principal  enemy,  that  it  was  become  impoffiblc 
to  clil^nguifh  the  one  from  the  other.     And,  after  the 
iL^w  tliat  had  been  already  taken,  fuch  a  meafure  was 
nowrcndcicd  unavoidable.  Mutual  declarations  of\^'ar 
were  according  j   iTucd  by  the  courts  of  London  and 
A  D.  1762.    Iviadricl,  in  tiic  beginning  of  the  year  j  and  the  greateft 
prep  rations  were  made  by  both^  for  commencing  hofti- 
lities  with  vigour  and  eiicch 

Never  had  Great  Britain  feen  herfelf  in  fo  perilous 
jit.a«.iion  as  the  prclcnt.    She  was  engaged,  as  a  piir.- 

5.  Ibid. 
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cipal,  in  a  war  with  the  whole  houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  and,     letter 

as  an  ally,  (he  had  the  declining  caufe  of  the  king  of    ^ -  ,*/ 

Pruflia  to  fupport  againft  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  the  cm-  A.D.  1761. 
prefs  of  Ruifia,  the  king  of  Sweden,  and  the  Germanic 
body.  Nor  was  this  all.  As  the  ftrength  of  her  vi£lo- 
rious  navy  gave  her  a  manifeft  fuperiority  over  the  fleets 
of  France  and  Spain,  an  expedient  was  fdien  upon  to 
engage  her  in  a  new  land  war ;  and,  by  that  means, 
finally  to  exhauft  her  refources,  and  divert  her  attention  ^ 
from  diftant  conquefts  or  naval  enterprifes.    This  expe-  ^^ 

dient  was  an  attack  upon  the  neutral  kingdom  of  Portu- 
gal ;  a  great  political  ftroke,  which  naturally  leads  us  to 
take  a  view  of  the  ftate  of  that  kingdom. 

As  Portugal,  in  fome  meafure,  owes  to  England  the 
perfeft  recovery  of  her  independency,  and  the  family  of 
Braganza  their  full  eftablilhment  on  the  throne  of  that 
kingdom,  the  clofefl:  friendfhip  has  ever  fince  fubfifted 
between  the  two  crowns.  In  confequence  of  this  mu- 
tual friendfhip,  founded  on  mutual  intereft,  England 
gave  a  preference  in  her  ports  to  the  wines  of  Portugal 
above  thofe  of  other  countries  :  and  obtained,  in  return 
for  fuch  indulgence,  many  exclufive  privileges  in  her 
trade  with  that  kingdom,  of  which  (he  was  confidered 
to  be  the  guardian.  Envious  of  thofe  commercial  ad- 
vantages, and  fenfible  that  England  would  not  tamely 
relinquifh  them,  whatever  might  be  the  difpofition  of  his 
moft  Faithful  Majefty,  France  fuggefted  to  Spain  the  in- 
vafion  of  Portugal ;  as  the  moft  efFeftual  means  of  dif- 
treffing  their  common  enemy,  if  not  of  extenduig  thedo- 
minions  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 


n«lift: 


The  conqueft  of  Portugal,  indeed,  fcefneii  n^iftant 
or  doubtful  event.  Sunk  in  ignorance  and  indolence, 
rcpofmg  in  the  protedion  of  England,  and  fed  and 
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FAur  H.    aJorncd  \\'ith  the  rich  produ£lions  of  Brazil  (where 

^-^'^^T^^    gold  and  diainonds  are  found  in  great  abundance,  aiid 

where  the  mod  luxuriant  crops  of  rice  and  fugar  may  be 

raifed  almoft   without  culture),   the  Portugucfe  had 

bid  afide  all  attention  to  their  internal  defence,    A  long 

peace  had  utterly  cxtinguifhed  the  inartial  fpirit  among 

them  y  and  notu-Ithtlanding  the  increafe  of  their  refour- 

ccs,  they  hiitl  lufl'crcd  their  army  iiiienfibly  to  moulder 

^^^        aw;iy.     That  part  of  it  which  remained,  was  without 

VV        difcipline  and  without  officers,  and  the  fortrcfiesondie 

frontiers  were  in  no  ftatc  of  defence. 

Nor  were  thcfc  the  only  circumftances  favourable lo 
tlic  views  of  the  houfc  of  Bourbon.  Before  Portugal 
had  recovered  from  the  (hock  of  the  earthquake  that  laid 
LilDon  in  ruin?,  it  experienced  acivilconvulfionof  die 
molt  dangerous  kind.  Thib  was  a  confpiracy  againft 
the  life  of  Jofeph,  the  reigning  fovcreign,  and  the  fifd 
king  of  the  houfe  of  Braganza,  Lcfs  fupcrftitious  dun 
moft  of  his  predecciTors,  he  had  banlftied  the  Jefuits from 
his  court  \  hecaufc  their  brethren  in  Paraguay,  where 
they  acSed  as  fovcreigns,  had  oppofed  the  ceflion  of  cer- 
tain territories,  which  he  had  exchanged  with  the  kin^of 
Spnin.  He  had  alio  fpirit  ;ind  rcfolution  to  reprcfs  the 
encroachments  of  the  Portuguefe  nobles,  and  to  difccn- 
ccrt  the  ambitious  views  of  the  duke  d*  Aviero,  fuppofcd 
to  have  a  dcfign  upon  the  crown, 

This  nobleman,  enrajcJ  at  his  difappointment  in  a 
f.ivr.iirit'j  n.nrrimonial  alliance,  by  which  he  hoped  to 
c;:t(^  liis  political  influence,  entered  intointrigueswidi 
tb'.^  nks  of  the  dliViti^fieJ  Jefuits  •,  namely  Malagrida, 
AK  A«P|i^Attd  ?vIuthos,  formerly  confeflbrs  totherojal 
fiMJ'y.  They  encouraged  him  in  his  purpofe  of  de* 
Tr^^siirj  the  K.i:i,^',  and  cnga.rred  in  his  confpiracy  tic 
Ta'.oru  family,  the  moft  ancient  and  powerful  in  the 
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kingdom,  alfo  difgufted  with  the  court.     The  confpi-    LETTER 
racy  flailed,   contrary  to  all  human  probability;  and    ^     _  1 
when  it  was  fo  near  taking  effeft,  that  the  king  was    A.  D.  176a. 
dangeroufly  wounded,  by  a  fhot  through  the  back  of  his 
carriage  in  the  ndghbourhood  of  Lifbon,  on  the  night 
of  the  third  of  September,  1758.     He  faved  his  life  by 
returning  to  his  country  houfc,  inftead  of  proceeding  to 
the  capital,  in  his  way  to  which  he  would  have  been 
attacked  by  new  affaflins  "**.    The  principal  confpirators         _ 
were  fcized,  and  executed  in  the  beginning  of  the  year         H^ 
1759,  and  the  Jefuits  of  all  defcriptions  were  banifhed 
the  kingdom.     But  the  difcontents  among  the  nobility 
remained.  The  clergy  were  not  in  a  better  humour.  The 
pope  had  rcfented  the  expulfion  of  the  Jefuits  ;  and  the 
body  of  the  people,  enfliivcd  by  the  moft  blind  fuperfti- 
tion,  made  light  of  allegiance  to  a  fovercign  at  enmity 
with  the  Holy  See. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal,  when 
fhe  Spanifli  forces  marched  toward  its  dcfencelefs  fron- 
tiers, and  the  niinifters  of  France  and  Spain  prefented  to 
the  court  of  Lifbon  a  joint  memorial,  (the  firft  fruits  of 
the  Family  Compaft)  in  order  to  pcrfuade  his  moft 
Faithful  Majcfty  to  enter  into  the  alliance  of  the  two 
crowns,  and  to  po-operate  in  their  fchcme  for  tne  hu-  1 
miliation  of  Great  Britain.  In  that  memorial,  they  in- 
fifted  largely  of  the  tyranny  exercifcd  by  England  over 
all  other  powers  (but  efpecially  in  maritime  affairs),  and 
which  the  kings  of  Spain  and  Portugal  were  equally 
commanded  by  the  ties  of  blood  and  their  common  in- 
(creft  to  oppofe.  And  they  concluded  with  declrfng. 
That  as  foon  as  his  moft  Fathful  Majefty  had  tAn  his 
f  efolution,  which  they  doubted  not  would  proveSvour- 
able,   ^eir  troops  were  ready  to  enter  Portugal,  and 

so*  Accouia  of  th{s  Conf^iracf  publifhed  by  the  court  of  Lisbon. 

garrifou 


428  THE    HISTORY    OF 

PARTII.  garrifon  the  fortrelTcs  of  that  kingdom,  in  order  to 
A.  0.1762.  avert  the  danger  to  which  it  might  otherwifc  be  cx- 
poTed  from  the  naval  force  of  Great  Britain.  To  this 
extraordinary  memorial  the  two  minifters  added.  That 
they  were  ordered  by  their  courts  to  demand  a  categori- 
cal anfwer  in  four  days,  and  that  aiiy  farther  dtdibera- 
tion  would  be  confidcrcd  as  a  negative. 

^^  The  king  of  Portugal*s  fituation  was  now  truly  criti- 

^^  cal,  and  deferving  of  compaffion.  If,  contrary  to  the 
cftabliQisd  connedtions  of  his  crown,  its  fuppofed  in- 
terefts,  and  in  violation  of  the  faith  of  treaties,  he  (hould 
engage  in  this  profFcred  alliance,  he  muft  expetSl  to  fee 
his  moft  valuable  fettlements,  Brazil  and  Goa,  fall  a  prey 
to  his  ancient  and  injured  ally,  and  Lifbon  and  OportOi 
his  chief  cities,  laid  in  afhes  by  the  thunder  of  the  £h* 
glifh  navy.  Nor  was  this  the  worft.  Having  admit- 
ted garrifons  into  his  principal  places  of  ftrength,  the 
implied  condition  of  his  acceffion  to  the  Bourbon  confe- 
deracy, he  muft  ncceflarily  lay  his  account  with  being 
reduced  to  the  abject  ftatc  of  a  vaflal  of  Spain.  I^  on 
the  other  hand,  he  fhoulJ  adhere  to  his  engagements, 
and  refolve  to  maintain  his  independency,  an  army  of 
fixty  thoufand  Spaniards  was  ready  to  enter  his  king- 
dom, and  reduce  it  to  the  condition  of  a  conquered  pro- 
vince. 

The  firmncfs  of  the  king  of  Portugal,  on  this  trying 
occufion,  is  highly  worthy  of  admiration.  In  anfwer 
to  the  infulting  propofition  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  he 
obfor^d,  with  judgment  and  temper,  That  his  alliance 
with  Fngland  was  ancient,  and  confcquently  could gire 
no  reafonable  offence  at  the  prefent  crifis  :  that  it  was 
purely  dcfonlive,  and  therefore  innocent  in  all  refpe<9s; 
that  the  late  fufFjriii;;s  of  Porta  j  il  difabled  her,  were  fte 
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even  willing,  from  taking  part  in  an  ofFenfivc  war ;  into  'JiJJ^^ 
the  calamities  of  which  neither  the  love  he  bore  to  his  n_  -  j 
fubjefts  as  a  father,  nor  the  duty  by  which  he  v/as  bound  A..  D.  1761* 
to  them  as  a  king,  would  fuffer  him  to  plunge  them. 
The  BourboB  courts  denied  that  this  alliance  was  purely 
defenfivc,  or  entirely  innocent :  and  for  this  aftonifliing 
reafon,  That  the  defenfive  alliance  is^converted  into  an 
oflenfive  one,  "  from  thc/Ituation  of  the  Portuguefe  do- 
minions, and  the  nature  of  the  Englifli  power  !** — The 
Englifli  fleets,  faid  they,  cannot  keep  the  fea  in  all  fea-  ^* 
fons,  nor  cruize  on  the  coafts  beil  calculated  for  cutting 
off  the  French  and  Spanifli  navigation,  without  the  har- 
bours and  the  friendly  afliftance  of  Portugal.  "  Nor,** 
added  they,  '^  could  thofe  haughty  iflandcrs  infult  all 
•*  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  if  the  riches  of  Por- 
^  tugal  did  not  pafs  into  their  hands."  And  after  en- 
deavouring to  awaken  the  jealoufy  of  his  moft  Faith- 
ful Majcfty,  by  reprefenting  his  kingdom  as  under  the 
yoke  of  England,  they  infultingly  told  him,  That  he 
ought  to  be  thankful  for  "  the  necessity  which  fliey 
^  had  laid  upon  him  to  make  ufe  of  hh  reajirij  in  order 
^  to  take  the  road  of  his  glory^  and  embraa  the  sommon 

Although  the  king  of  Portugal  was  fenflble,  that 
the  neceflity  here  alluded  to  was  the  immediate  march 
of  the  Spanifh  army  to  take  poflellion  of  his  dominions, 
he  was  not  intimidated  from  his  hohourable  refolution. 
The  treaties  of  league  and  commerce,  fubfifting  between 
Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  were  fuch,  he  maintained, 
as  the  hws  of  God,  the  laws  of  nature,  and  the  laws  of 
nations,  have  always  deemed  innocent.  Aiid  he  en- 
treated their  mod  Chriftian  and  Catholic  majefties  to 
•pen  their  eyes  to  the  crying  injuftide  of  turhmg  upon 

J  I.  Printed  A/cf/^  ^MiQkcdhj  Mtl^^rify, 

Portugal 
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PART  II.     Portugal  the  hoftilities  kindled  againft  Great  Britain: 

A^D^i76i.    ^^  ^^  confider  that  they  were  giving  an  example  which 

•  would  lead  to  the  utter  deftrutSlion  of  mankind  ^  that 

there  was  an  end  of  public  fafety,   if  neutral  powers 

were  to  be  attacked,  becaufe  they  have  entered  intode* 

fenfivc  alliances  with  the  powers  at  war ;  that  if  their 

troops  fhould  invade  his  dominions,  he  would  therefore, 

in  vindication  of  his  neutrality,  endeavour  to  repel  them 

with  all  his  forces  and  thofe  of  his  allies.    And  he  con- 

*  ■  eluded  with  declaring,  That  he  would  rather  fee  thelaft 

tile  of  his  palace  fall,  and  his  faithful  fubje£b  ipill  d)e 

laft  drop  of  their  blood,  than  facriiice  the  honour  or  the 

independency  of  his  crown,   and  afford  to  ambitious 

princes,  in  his  fubmiffion,  a  pretext  for  invading  the  &« 

cred  rights  of  neutrality  **. 

Ik  confequence  of  this  magnanimous  declaration,  the 
April  17.  miniflers  of  France  and  Spain  immediately  left  Lifbon. 
And  their  departure  was  foon  followed  by  a  jointde* 
nunciation  of  war  againft  Portugal,  in  the  name  of  their 
moft  Chriftian  and  Catholic  majefties.  His  Britannic 
majefty  could  not  view  with  indifference  the  danger  of 
his  feithful  ally,  who  depended  upon  him  for  fupport, 
nor  prudently  avoid  a<Sing  with  vigour  in  his  defence. 
He  accordingly  fcnt  over  to  Portugal  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, provifions,  and  near  ten  thouiand  land  forces* 

By  the  Kelp  of  thefe  additional  troops,  the  entcr- 
prifing  valour  of  the  Britifh  officers,  and  the  fkilful  con- 
du£l  of  the  count  de  la  Lippe  (a  German  general  that 
had  afted  with  ability  under  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunf- 
wick,  and  now  commanded  the  Portuguefc  araly)  the 
Spaniards,  who  had  pafTcd  the  mountains  in  diree  divi- 
fions  i  taken  feveral  places  3  and  confidently  hoped  f:^fl 

to 

J2.   Ibid. 
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to  b«come  nufters  of  the  whole  kingdom,  founJ  them-  '^x  vvf 
felvcs  under  the  neccflity  of  abandoning  their  conquefts, 
and  evacuating  Portugal  before  the  clofc  of  the  cam- 
paign ".  In  this  fervice,  brigadier-general  Burgoync, 
who  commanded  the  Britifli  troops,  bore  a  diftinguilhcd 
part. 

Nor  did  the  attention  of  Great  Britain  to  the  fafetjr 
of  Portugal  diminifh  her  exertions  or  her  fuccefs  in 
Weftphalia.  There  the  French  had  rcfolved  to  make 
the  moft  powerful  efforts  ;  while  the  Spaniards,  in  order 
to  divide  our  ftrength,  (hould  enter  the  dominions  of 
his  moft  Faithful  Majcfty.  Their  plan  of  operations 
was  nearly  the  fame  as  formerly,  but  they  had  changed 
their  generals,  Broglio  was  difgraced,  through  the  in- 
trigues of  the  prince  de  Soubife,  who  now  commanded 
die  army  on  the  Wefer,  in  conjunction  with  marefchal 
d'Etrees  ;  and  that  on  the  Lower  Rhine  v/as  committed 
'  to  the  direSion  of  the  prince  of  CondJ. 

The  difpofitioii  of  the  allies  was  not  more  varied* 
The  hereditary  prince  was  pofted  in  the  bifhoprick  of 
Munfter,  with  a  ftrong  detachment,  to  obferve  the  mo- 
tions of  the  prince  of  Condc  ;  and  prince  Ferdinand 
lay  behind  the  Dymel,  with  the  main  body,  in  order  to 
oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  grand  French  army ;  to  pre- 
vent it  from  entering  the  eleftorate  of  Hanover,  and  if 
pofSble  to  recover  the  landgraviate  of  HefTe. 

The  firft  fervice  prince  Ferdinand  performed  effec- 
tually. He  obliged  the  enemy  to  abandon  Qottingen, 
tfie  only  place  which  they  polTeffcd  in  the  dominions  of 
bis  Britannic  nvjefty,  and  v^ich  they  had  forrllicd  at 
great  cxpencc.     He  gained  fc^'cral  advantages  over 

13.  I,ond.  Caztiif,  pafTm, 

them  ; 
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them ;  particularly  in  the  anions  at  Gracbcnftcin,  Horn- 
burg,  and  Melfungen ;  where  the  Britifh  troops  un* 
der  the  marquis  of  Granby  acquired  fignal  honour  *'. 
He  reduced  Cafel,  in  prefence  of  the  three  French  gene- 
rals, notwithftanding  a  defeat  which  the  hereditary 
prince  had  fufFeredfrom  the  prince  of  Conde  at  Johanef- 
berg  ;  and  he  was  preparing  to  befiege  Ziegenhayn,  Ac 
laft  place  that  remained  to  the  enemy  in  the  landgraviate 
of  Hefle,  when  he  received  intelligence  of  the  ceilation 
of  hoftilities. 

While  prince  Ferdinand  was  thus  exerting  himfdf 
In  Weftphalia,  with  a  degree  of  fpirit  which  made  his 
enemies  infmuate,  that  he  had  hitherto  protracted  die 
war,  in  order  to  enjoy  its  emoluments,  the  fortune  of 
the  king  of  Pruflia  wore  a  variety  of  appearanceS|  m 
confequence  of  certain  great  and  fingular  revolutioos  ia 
the  afFairs  of  the  North. 

At  the  clofe  of  laft  campaign,  we  have  feen  tha  Auf- 
trians  in  poffcflion  of  Schweidnitz,  the  key  of  Silcfia, 
and  the  Ruffians  mafters  of  Colberg,  and  wintering  in 
Pomerania  j  (o  that  the  dominions  of  his  Pruffian  ma- 
jefty,  whofe  forces  were  much  cut  down,  lay  entirely  ai 
the  mercy  of  his  enemies,  who  were  now  in  a  fituatioa 
to  begin  their  operations  more  early  than  formerly,  a> 
well  as  to  fuftain  them  with  more  vigour  and  concert. 
A  complete  viiSory,  an  event  by  no  means  probable,  &i 
not  feem  fufficient  to  fave  him  from  utter  ruin ;  when 
the  tremendous  ftorm,  ready  to  burft  upon  his  head, 
was  happily  diffipated,  by  one  of  thofe  fudden  and  ex- 
traordinary changes  in  human  afFairs,  which  inftand/ 
decide  the  fate  of  nations ;  outftrip  all  human  fore/igH 
axKl  confound  the  reafonings  of  the  wifeft  politiciaD5» 

14.  Lend.  Cazittt,  June  28,  et  fcq. 
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Elizabeth,  c^rfdi  cf  R^iSa,  fec«%!  dxuf>t?r  ctf'    ^  ^^^^ 

jear,  wais  ijccetica  in  the  i'^j:l  thrown?  bv  her  ne-    -^  ^ 
pbew,  the  dskc  of  HoLlttn,  under  the  nas:*  :?e  ?«^  III. 
As  thcT  who  were  moil  iDdnutdr  2cqu2:::t«»i  w:th  the 
fendoients  of  the  new  Czar  only  could  con;echire^  whe- 
ther be  would  puifiic  or  ahandon  die  pel:  deal  intern 
of  his  predeccffor,  the  ejes  of  all  Europe  were  ar.xiou  . 
turned  toward  the  court  of  Peceriburg,  in  order  to  v    - 
icrve  die  dire3ion  of  his  early  councils.    He  bee^:: 
reign  widi  reguladi^,  on  the  moft  generous  prinoi'^Ics, 
his  interior  government.     He  freed  the  nobilitr  and 
gentry  from  all  fiavifli  vaflalage^  and  put  them  on  a  foot-> 
ing  widi  thofe  of  die  fame  rank  in  other  European 
countries.    He  aboliflied  die  private  chancery,  a  kiiui  of 
ftate-inqutfition :  he  recalled  many  unhappy  exiles  from 
Siberia ;  and  extending  his  benign  polity  to  his  fub- 
jeSts  of  all  conditions,  he  leffened  the  taxes  upon  certain 
neceflaries  of  life^  to  the  great  relief  of  the  poor  *^ 

The  fame  mild  fpirit,  Which  didlatcd  the  civil  rcgu- 
bdons  of  this  prince,  feemcd  to  extend  itfelf  to  his 
foreign  politics.  He  ordered  a  memorial  to  be  delivered, 
in  the  month  of  Februar)'^  to  the  minifters  of  his  allies, 
in  which  he  declared.  That,  in  order  to  procure  the  rc- 
cfftablifliment  of  peace,  he  ¥ras  ready  to  facrificc  all  the 
conquefts  made  by  the  arms  of  Ruffia  during  the  war ; 
in  liopes  **  That  the  allied  courts  will,  on  their  parts, 
aJfo  prefer  the  reftoration  of  peace  and  tranquillity, 
to  the  advantages  which  they  might  expe^  from  the 
continuance  of  hoftilities— but  which  they  cannot  obtain, 
unlefs  by  ^  continuatlofiof  the  efujiojf  of  human  b/ooJ  '*/" 

.     15.  XfjrulatioHs  publifhed  by  ihe  c«urt  of  Pctcriburgh. 
l6.  Printed  Mraorisl, 

Voi.  V.  Tf  TiMi 
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PART  n.  This  declaration,  however,  was  not  made  merdy 
A^l^r^T&i!  from  motives  of  humanity.  Befide  an  extravagant  a<U 
miration  of  the  ch?.ra£ter  of  the  king  of  PrufEa,  Peter 
was  ambitious  of  recovering  from  Denmark  the  duchy  of 
Slcfwick,  to  which  he  had  prctenfions  as  duke  of  Hoi- 
ftein.  He  therefore  ordered  a  ceflation  of  arms,  oa  re* 
ceiving  an  unfatisfaclory;  anfwer  to  his  memorial  from 
t'.iL*  courts  of  Vienna  and  Veriailles  i  and  he  entered, 
foon  afcdr  into  an  alliance  with  the  illuftrious  Frederick, 
without  ftipulating  any  thing  in  &vour  of  his  former 
confederates.  He  even  joined  part  of  his  forces  to  thofc 
of  his  new  ally,  in  order  to  drive  the  Auftrians  out  of 
Silefia,  while  he  commanded  another  army  to  march  to- 
ward Holi^ein.  Sweden  followed  the  example  of  Ruf% 
fia  in  concluding  a  peace  with  the  court  of  Berlin. 

The  king  of  Pruflia  did  not  foil  to  profit  by  this  great 
revolution  in  his  favour.  That  load  of  power  wfaicb 
had  fo  long  oppreiTed  him,  and  againft  which  he  had 
borne  up  with  fuch  unexampled  fortitude,  being  now 
much  lightened,  he  was  again  enabled  to  indulge  the 
ardour  of  his  genius,  and  to  zA  with  vigour  againft  his 
remaining  cncniles.  His  firft  objeft  was  the  reco\'cry 
of  Schweidnitz,  the  next  the  expulilon  of  the  Auftrians 
out  of  Silefia.  And  In  the  attainment  of  thefe  important 
ends  he  was  greatly  alHfted  by  the  valour  and  military 
Msy  <x-  ^U  of  his  brother,  who  gained  a  fignal  vi<5lory  over  die 
Auftrians  and  Impcrialifts  near  Freyberg  in  Saxony. 

In  confequencc  of  this  viftory,  prince  Henry  re- 
mained fo  fully  mafter  of  Saxony,  that  the  Auftrians 
found  it  necelTary  to  withdraw  a  body  of  troops  from 
their  armies  in  Sileiia,  in  order  to  prevent  his  making 
irruptions  into  the  heart  of  Bohemia.  Marefchal  DaiUi 
however,  vnth  a  large  anny|  fiiU  occupied  certaio 

eminefices 
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eminences  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Schweidnitz,  by    LETTER 

,  XXXV 

which  he  was  enabled  to  proteil  that  city.     The  king    y_^  _  .  ^ 

of  PrufSa  refolved  to  force  him  to  abandon  thofe  pofl:s«  A.  d.  lytfx* 
And  he  fuccecded }  though  not  by  a  diredt  attack, 
which  he  found  to  be  impradlicable,  but  by  a  feries  of 
mafteriy  movements,  which  made  the  cautious  Daua 
apprehenfive  for  the  fafety  of  his  principal  magazine, 
and  even  that  his  communication  with  Bohemia  might 
be  cut  oiF*  He  accordingly  fell  back  to  the  frontiors  of 
Silefia,  and  left  Schweidnitz  uncovered  ■7« 

His  Pruifian  majefty  immediately  prepared  to  inveft 
that  place  with  a  numerous  army.  In  the  mean  time, 
different  bodies  of  his  troops)  fome  on  the  fide  of 
Saxony,  others  on  that  of  Silefiai  penetrated  deep  into 
Bohemia ;  laid  numy  parts  of  the  country  under  contri« 
bution»  and  fpread  univeHal  alarm*  A  body  of  Ruffian 
irregulars  alfo  made  an  irruption  into  Bohemia,  and  re- 
taliates) on  the  Auftrians  thofe  cruel  ravages^  which,  at 
the  inftigation  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  the  fame  barba* 
rous  enemy  had  formerly  committed  on  die  Pruflian  do- 
miiuons* 

BoT  Ae  gallant  Frederick,  while  conducting  with 
equal  ipirit  and  ability,  that  bold  line  of  operatioi» 
which  unexpected  circumftances  had  enabled  him  to 
fona^  was  threatened  with  a  fudden  reverfe  of.fortuue, 
in  confequence  of  a  new  revolution  in  Ruffia.  Peter  IIL 
in  hit  rage  for  innovation,  made  more  new  regulations 
in  a  few  weeks,  than  a  prudent  prince  would  have  ha« 
xaided  in  a  long  reign.  His  firft  meafures,  as  we  have 
feeU)  were  truly  laudable,  and  feemed  well  calculated  to' 
procure  him  the  afFedtions  of  his  people ;  but,  being  of 
a  lalh  and  irregular  turn  of  mind,  he  in  nlany  Iixftances 

X7>  PrviEun  and  Auflrian  Acconnti  f^omplrcil. 

¥  iz  ihocfcoj. 
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PART  lu  fijocked  their  prejudices,  even  while  he  confulted  their 
A.  D  1761.  interefts«  He  difgufted  both  the  army  and  the  church, 
the  two  chief  pillars  of  abfolute  fway ;  the  former,  by 
the  manifeft  preference  which  he  gave  to  his  Holftein 
guards,  and  to  all  officers  of  that  country  ;  the  latter,  by 
his  contempt  of  the  Greek  communion,  having  been 
bred  a  Lutheran,  and  by  certain  innovations  in  regard  to 
images ;  but  more  efpecially  by  an  attempt  to  moderate 
the  revenues  of  the  clergy,  and  an  order  that  they  fhouM 
BO  longer  be  *'  diftinguifhed  by  beards.'* 

These  were  high  caufes  of  difcontent,  and  threatenol 
the  throne  with  all  the  violence  of  civil  war.  Btit  Peter's 
misfortunes  immediately  arofe  from  a  matrimonial  feud— 
from  the  bofom  of  his  own  family.  He  had  long  flig{bt- 
ed  his  confort,  Catharine,  of  the  houfe  of  Anhatt 
Zerbft,  (a  woman  of  a  mafculine  difpofition  and  found 
underftanding,  by  whofc  counfels  he  might  have  pro* 
fited)  and  now  openly  lived  with  the  countefs  of  Wo- 
ronzoiF,  niece  to  the  chancellor  of  that  name.  To  diis 
lady  he  fecmcd  devoted  with  fo  ftrong  a  paffion,  that  it 
was  generally  believed  he  had  fome  thoughts  of  fhuttij^ 
the  emprefs  up  in  a  convent,  and  of  raifing  the  countefs 
to  the  partnerfhip  of  his  throne.  The  diflatisfied  part  of 
June  »8.  the  nobility,  clergy,  and  chief  officers  of  the  army,  tak- 
ing advantage  of  that  domcftic  diffenfion,  affembled  in 
the  abfence  of  the  Czar,  depofed  him  formally,  and 
invefted  Catharine  with  the  imperial  enfigns. 

The  new  emprefs  marched  at  the  head  of  the  mal- 
contents in  queft  of  her  hufband.  Peter  was  fola- 
cing  himfelf  with  his  miftrcfs  at  one  of  his  houfes  of 
pleafure,  and  cxprefled  the  utmoft  furprif*  at  being  toU 
the  fceptre  was  departed  from  him.  When  convinced 
of  the  fiUi!  truth,  he  attempted  to  efcape  to  Holftein, 
i.  j»  "v;^-  iei 7.^(1  and  thrown  into  prifon  j  where  hecx- 
jji'-'d  ^  f?u-  (i..)->  :^itcr,  of  what  was  cUkd  znhirmorbey' 

id 
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dalcolie^  to  which  hewasfaidtohavebcenfubjea  ^^  His    ^xxxi? 
deathjbyreafonof theftepsthathadprecededit,  occafion-    \_   j— ■/ 
cdnofpeculation.  Itwas,  indeed,  an  event  univerfally^x-.  A.D.  176*. 
pefted.    Princes  dethroned  by  their  fubjefk  are  feldom 
allowed  to  languifh  long  in  the  gloom  of  a  dungeon. 
The  jealoufy  of  the  fucceflbr,  or  the  fears  of  fome  prin- 
cipal confpirator,  commonly  make  few  their  moments  of 
trouble. 

Catharine  II.  fince  fo  much  celebrated  for  her  li- 
beral polity,  began  her  reign  with  flattering  prejudices. 
Though  a  foreigner  herfelf,  (he  wifely  difmiiTed  all 
foreigners  from  her  fervice  and  confidence.  She  fent 
away  the  Holftein  guards,  and  chofe  RufSans  in  their 
ftead:  fhe  reftored  to  the  clergy  their  revenues ;  and, 
what  was  of  no  lefs  importance,  the  privilege  of 
wearing  beards ! — She  conferred  all  the  great  offices 
of  ftate  on  native  Ruffians,  and  threw  herfelf  wholly 
on  the  afFedtions  of  that  people  to  whom  flie  owed  her 
elevation, 

Th5  wifdom  of  this  policy  was  not  difputed.  But 
it  was  feared,  by  one  part  of  Europe,  and  hoped  by  an-t 
other,  that  Catharine  would  introduce  a  total  change  of 
fyftem  alfo  in  regard  to  foreign  affairs  j  for  the  peace 
aiid  alliance  with  the  king  of  Pruffia  were  very  unpopular 
meafures  in  Ruffia.  Every  thing,  in  a  word,  feemed  to 
threaten  the  illuflrious  Frederick  with  a  renewal  of  his 
former  difficulties  and  diftreffes, 

Fortunately,  however,  for  that  heroic  prince, 
the  new  emprefs,  independent  of  perfonal  regard,  did 
pot  think  her  fituation  fufficiently  fecure  to  engage  iii 

18.  Manlfrp  of  thc  Emprcfs  Catharine  II,  on  her  exaltation  to 
^e  throne  of  Ruffia,  at  independent  roveruigo,  &c. 

r  f  3  foreign 
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PART  II.  foreign  hoftilities^  She  therefore  decfaured  to  the  PruC 
A.  0. 4;6».  ^^^  minifter  at  die  court  of  Peterfturgi  ^  That  (he  was 
^'  refolved  to  obferve  inviolably,  in  all  points,  the  perpe- 
^^  tual  peace  concluded  under  the  preceding  reign;  but 
^<  that  fhe  had  thought  proper,  xievcrthelefe^  to  order 
^*  back  to  Ruflia,  by  the  neareft  roads,  all  her  troops  in 
^  Silefia,  Pruflia,  and  Pomerania.''  And  although  this 
change,  from  a  finOL  alliance  to  a  mere  nei\tnlity, 
made  no  fmall  difference  in  the  ftate  of  the  king  of 
Pruffia*s  affairs,  yet  muft  it  be  regarded,  all  things  con-> 
fidered,  as  an  efcape  fcarcely  lefs  wonderful  than  the 
former  ^  efpecially  as  all  the  important  places  which 
the  Ruffians  h;id  with  fo  much  bloodfhed  acquired,  wen 
iaithfully  reftored  to  that  monarch* 

His  Pruifian  majeffy,  inftead  of  being  diicouragedby 
^e  order  Tent  for  the  return  of  the  Ruffians,  according^ 
^td  only  with  more  vigour.  He  attacked  marcichal 
Daun  the  day  after  it  arrived,  but  before  the  news  had 
reached  the  Auftrian  camp,  and  drove  him,  by  tenror 
no  Icfs  than  force  of  arms,  fVom  the  heights  of  Buckerf* 
dorff,  with  confiderable  lofs.  He  next  invefted  Schweid^ 
nitz  in  perfon  ;  and  obliged  that  much  contef(ed  town, 
though  defended  by  a  garrifon  of  nine  thouTand  men,  to 
furrender,  after  a  fi  ege  of  two  months  in  fpi  te  of  the  utmofl 
efforts  of  Laudohn  and  Daun  to  obftruS  bis  operations  \ 

No  fooner  did  the  warlike  king  find  himfelf  maflerof 
Bchwcldnitz,  and  eventually  of  all  Silefia,  than  he  began 
to  turn  his  eye  toward  Saxony,  fie  reinforced  his 
brother*s  army  in  that  clc£torate,  and  made  prepar- 
ations, which  feemed  to  indicate  a  defign  of  laying 
fipge  to  Drefden, 

19.  Berlin  CaxtiUt  05.  ij,  176:^. 
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-These  preparation^  and  the  decifive  victory  gained    i.ettfr 
by  prince  Henry  over  the  Imperialifts  and  Auftrians      ^^xv. 
near  Freybcrg,  induced  the  court  of  Vienna  to  conclude    A.  D.  i  r^i, 
a  cefladon  of  hodilities  with  his  Pru/fian  majefty,  for 
Saxony  and  Silefia.     In  confequence  of  this  impolitic 
and  partial  truce,  which  provided  neither  for  the  faiety 
of  the  dominions  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  nor  of  thofe 
members  of  the  empire  that  were  attached  to  its  in-« 
terefts,  one  body  of  the  PruiSan  army  broke  into  Bo- 
hemia ;  advanced  nearly  to  the  gates  of  Prague,  and  de- 
ftroyed  a  valuable  magazine ;  while  another  fell  upon  the 
iame  country  in  a  different  quarter,  and  laid  the  greatef 
part  of  the  town  of  Egra  in  afhes,  by  a  (bower  of 
bombs  and  red-hot  bullets  *•«    Some  parties  penetrated 
into  the  heart  of  Franconia,  and  even  as  far  as  Swa- 
bia;    ravaging   the   country,   txafting  heavy  contri- 
butions,   and    Spreading  ruin  and  difmay  on  every 
£de. 

In  thofe   predatory  expeditions  the  PruiHans  are 
fuppofed  to  have  levied  a  fum  equivalent  to  a  million 
flerling,  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  which  were 
paid  by  the  induilrious  and  free  city  of  Nuremberg. 
Many  of  the  princes  and  fta  tes  found  themfel  ves  obliged  to 
itgn  a  neutrality,  in  order  to  (ave  their  territories  firom 
fiuther  ravages ;  and  moft  others  were  fo  dilabled  by  the 
bte  defeat  in  Saxony,  or  exhaufted  by  the  fubfequent  in- 
curfions  that  no  profpe(^  remained  of  their  being  able  to 
fumifh,  for  next  campaign,  any  army  under  the  imperial 
name  and  authority  **.    The  war,  therefore,  was  feem- 
ii^Ij  left  to  be  finifhed  as  it  had  been  begun,  by  the 
fii^le  arms  of  Pruffia  and  Auflria. 

a»*  Auftriaa  and  rroflaan  Accoqntt  compared.         21.  Ibid. 

F  f  4  During 
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p  %RT  IT.  During  thefe  tranfa£Hons  ia  Germany,  to  favour* 
'iTpyiTOa.  ^^1^  ^^  ^^^  ^'^^^  ^f  ^*^  Britannic  majefty,  the  Bridfii 
arms  were  not  inaflive.  The  fpirit  with  which  Mr. 
Pitt  had  carried  on  the  French  war,  and  the  obligation 
which  the  new  minifters  found  themfelves  under  of  de- 
claring war  againft  Spain,  made  them  fenfible  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  flicwing  the  people,  and  convincing  their  ene- 
mies, that  neither  the  vigour  of  the  nation,  nor  the  wif- 
dom  of  its  councik,  depended  upon  a  iingle  man.  They 
accordingly  made  greater,  and  more  fuccefsful  efforts 
than  any  under  his  adminiftration,  though  the  fupplics 
fell  {hort  of  thofe  of  laft  year  by  one  million.  Without 
weakening  the  army  in  Weftphalia,  we  have  already  feeo 
them  undertake  the  defence  pf  Portugal,  and  defend  it 
effectually.  In  like  manner,  without  evacuating  Bd* 
^  leifle,  or  abandoning  our  conquefts  on  the  continent  of 

America,  they  drew  troops  from  both ;  and  in  purr 
fuance  of  that  line  of  policy  which  they  had  always  re- 
commended, fent  out  two  powerful  armaments,  for  the 
reduiflion  of  the  French  and  Spanifh  iflands  in  tlic  Weft 
Indies. 

The  firft  armament,  which  had  been  prepared  un«. 
der  the  adminiftration  of  Mr.  Pitt,  was  deftined  againft 
Martinico  ;  the  largeft  and  beft  fortified  of  the  French 
Windward  Iflands,  and  the  rcfidence  of  the  governor- 
general.  This  armament  was  compofed  of  nine  thoufcnd 
land-forces,  headed  by  general  Monckton,  and  eighteen 
Ihips  of  the  line,  befide  frigates,  fire-Qiips,  and  bomb- 
ketches,  under  the  direftion  of  rear>  admiral  Rodney. 
The  fleet  came  within  fight  of  Martinico  on  the  fevcnth 
of  January.  The  troops  were  difembarked,  without  the 
lofs  of  a  man,  io  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Royal,  the 
ftrongeft  place  in  the  ifland^  and  by  gaim'ng,  with  incred- 
ible 
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ible  fortitude,  pofleflion  of  certain  eminences,  named     LETTER 
Tortcnfon  and  Gamier,  by  which  it  is  commanded,  ( and     ^  -,-vj 
which  were  then  but  indifferently  fortified,  but  gallantly   A.  D.  lyi-i. 
defended)  the  invaders  foon  made  the  governor  fenfible 
of  the  neccflity  of  furrendering  the  citadel,  in  order  to 
feve  the  town  from  being  laid  in  afhes  **• 

On  the  reduftlon  of  Fort  Royal,  which  capitulated 
on  the  fourth  of  February,  M.  de  la  Touche,  the  go- 
vernor-general, retired  to  St.  Pierre,  a  large  and  populous 
town  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  ifland.  He  there  feemed 
determined  to  make  a  laft  ftand ;  but,  through  the  carncft 
folicitations  of  the  inhabitants,  anxious  for  the  preferv- 
ation  of  their  property,  and  envious  of  the  profperityof 
the  planters  of  Guadaloupe,  under  the  Engliili  govern- 
ment, he  was  prevailed  upon  to  offer,  and  obtained  terms 
of  capitulation  for  the  whole  ifland,  before  the  place  was 
inverted  *3.  With  Martinico  fell  CJranada,  St.  Lucia, 
St.  Vincent,  and  every  other  place  belonging  to  France, 
or  occupied  by  Frenchmen,  though  reputed  neutral,  in 
the  extenfive  chain  of  the  Caribbee  Iflands. 

Before  the  fuccefs  of  this  expedition  was  known 
in  England,  the  fecond  and  grand  armament  was  ready 
to  fail.  Its  obje£t  was  the  famous  city  of  Havana,  the 
pri/icipal  feaport  in  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  the  key  of  th^ 
gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  centre  of  the  Spanifli  trade  and 
navigation  in  the  NewWorl^.  The  conception  of  the 
enterprize  was  great,  as  it  ftruck  immediately  at  the  very 
bafis  of  the  enemy's  power  :  and  the  armament  was  c- 
qual  to  its  object.  It  confifted  of  nineteen  (hips  of  the 
line,  eighteen  frigates,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
tranfports,  with  ten  thoufand  land  forces  on  board. 

i,i.  Lund.  Gdxttte,  March  22,  1762*  23.  Ibid.  April  2* 

These 
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PART  II.  These  troops  were  to  be  joined  by  four  thoufaiid  mai 
from  North  America.  The  command  of  die  fleet  wu 
entrufted  to  admiral  Pococke^  whom  we  have  fecn  dif- 
tinguifh  himfelf  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  The  land  forces 
were  under  the  direftion  of  the  earl  of  Albemarle. 
And  the  whole  armament,  which  allembled  off  the 
north- weft  point  of  Hifpaniola,  and  was  condudled,  for 
the  fake  of  expedition,  (with  uncommon  feamanfhip,) 
through  the  old  channel  of  Bahama,  arrived  in  fight  of 
thofe  dreadful  fortifications  that  were  to  be  ftormed  oo 
the  fixth  day  of  June  **. 

The  city  of  Havana  ftands  near  the  bottom  of  a  fmall 
bay,  that  f  ^rms  one  of  the  fafeft  harbours  in  the  world, 
and  which  is  fo  capacious,  that  a  thoufaiid  ihips  of  die 
Jargeft  fize  may  there  commodioufly  ride  at  anchor. 
The  entrance  into  this  harbour  is  by  a  narrow  channel| 
ftrongly  fortified  on  each  fide.  The  mouth  of  that  chan- 
nel, when  vifitcd  by  the  Englifti  fleet  under  admiral 
Pocockc,  was  fecurcd  by  two  ftrong  forts  ;  on  the  caft 
fide,  by  one  named  the  Moro,  and  on  the  weft,  by  an- 
otlKT  called  the  Puntal.    The  Moro  had  toward  thefca 
two  ballions,  and  on  the  land  fide  other  two,  with  a 
wide  and  deep  ditch  cut  out  of  the  rock.    The  Piintal, 
alio  furr- undcd  by  a  ditch,  cut  in  the  fame  manner,  was 
provl.lo.!  with  cafcmatcs,  and  every  v/ay  well  calculated 
l»>i  co-opt  ratiiii:  with  the  Moro  in  defence  of  the  har- 
bour.    It  had  I  ike  wife  fomc  batteries  that  opened  upon 
the  coil. It:  7,  psid  flanked  part  of  the  town  wall.     That 
wvui,  which  was  not  In  the  bell:  repair,  twenty-one  baf- 
tion-.  not  in  a  much  better  llatc,  a  dry  ditch  of  no  con- 
fid  jraMj  v.'idti".,  and  a  covered  way  almoft  in  ruins 
formed  the  only  defence  of  the  city  itfelf.  It  has  there- 

14.     i,^i.''r   from   admiral    Pocockc,   in    Lond,    CazcIU^   Sept.  %, 

fore 
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fore  been  thought,  by  fome  military  men,  dut  the  ope-     LETTER 
rations  ought  to  have  been  begun  with  the  attack  of  the     ^_  ,  ,-,^ 
town  by  land  s  efpecially  as  it  was  utterly  impra£UcabIe    A*  ^*  ^7^«* 
to  attack  it  by  Tea,  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  being  not 
only  defended  by  the  forts,  but  by  fourteen  Spanifti  fliips 
of  the  line ;  three  of  which  were  afterward  funk  in  the 
channel,  and  a  boom  laid  acrofs  it. 

But  lord  Albemarle  thought  oAerwife,  either  from 
his  ignorance  of  the  ftate  of  the  fortifications,  or  from 
feeing  obje&  in  a  different  light.  The  troops  were 
therefore  no  fooner  landed,  and  a  body  of  the  enemy 
diat  attempted  to  oppofe  their  progrefs  difperfed,  than 
be  began  to  form  the  ficge  of  the  Moro ;  which  he  con- 
fidered,  and  perhaps  juftly,  as  the  grand  objeft  of  the 
aimament,  as  the  redudion  of  it  inufl  infallibly  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  furrender  of  the  city ;  whereas  if  he  had  at- 
tacked the  town  firfl,  his  army  might  have  been  fo  much 
weakened  as  to  be  unable  to  furmount  the  vigorous  re«^ 
fUkuice  of  the  fort,  defended  not  only  by  the  garrifon^ 
but  by  the  flower  of  the  inhabitants,  zealous  to  iave 
their  own  and  the  public  treafure.  A  pofl  was  accord- 
ingly feized  upon  the  higher  grounds,  and  batteries  were 
ere&ed,  though  with  infinite  difficulty. 

The  hardfhips  which  the  Britifh  troops  fufhuned  in 
this  fervice  are  altogether  incredible.  The  earth  was 
fo  thin  on  the  face  of  the  hill,  that  they  could  with 
difficulty  cover  their  approaches  ;  and  it  being  necef- 
fary  that  the  cannon  and  carriages  fhould  be  dragged  by 
the  foldiers  and  iailors,  up  a  bold  declivity,  from  a  rough 
and  rocky  fhore,  many  of  the  men,  in  that  painful  la-' 
bour,  while  parched  with  thirfV  beneath  a  burning  fun, 
dropped  down  dead.  At  length  e\tery  obftacle  was 
furmoiuited.  The  batteries,  difpofcd  along  a  ridge  on  a 

level 
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PART  II.  level  with  the  Moro,  were  opened  wiA  cffcd.  The 
^fjX^Z'  garrifon  had  been  rcpulfcd,  with  great  flaughtcr,  in  an 
attempt  to  deftroy  them ;  and  the  befiegers  flattered 
themfclvcs  with  a  fpecdy  ptiiod  to  their  toih,  when 
their  principal  battery  took  fire,  and  the  labour  of  fa 
hundred  men  for  fixteen  days  was  conftuned  in  a  few 
hours, 

THjii  accident  was  [>eculiarly  difcouraging  ;  cfpe- 
cially  as  it  happened  at  a  crilis  when  the  hardfliips  of  the 
fiegc,  and  the  difeafcs  of  the  climate,  had  rendered  two. 
thirds  of  the  Englifli  army  unfit  for  fervice.  The  fca- 
njcn  were  not  in  a  much  better  condition.  Yet  both 
foldicrs  and  failors,  animated  by  that  active  and  pcrfc- 
vering  courage,  which  fo  remarkably  diftinguiflies  the 
Jiativcs  of  Great  Britain,  applied  thenuclves  with  yU 
gour  to  the  reparation  of  damages.  Unfortunately,  an* 
other  battery  took  fire.  'I  he  befiegers,  however,  ira- 
pclicd  by  every  motive  of  glory,  intcreft,  and  ambition, 
continued  their  efforts,  witii  as  much  ;irdourasif  the  Ccgc 
had  been  but  juft  begun.  At  lcng::!i,  after  conquering 
numbcrlcfs  diificultics,  they  got  polieliioii  of  the  covered 
way.  They  made  a  iodgcnicnt  before  the  right  baliion ; 
and  a  mine  being  fpruiig,  which  tiirewdov/n  part  of  the 
works  Into  the  ditch,  a  breach  was  left  open,  l^hcuch 
fuiidl,  the  loldiers  were  ordered  to  llorm  i;, 

Thf.  r.t tempt  feeni^d  deflorate,  as  the  Spanifli  irar-i 
!i-i>n  Wci;  itiil  llrong  :  ziA  thj  briuc  defeiice  it  had 
n^.'lcj  r..'I(..v.v  ^1  ifK-  h  r.cLrir*-;  u-)  r-.inr.i  to  doubt  of  the 
V-.  i-.iii«'.',  vaVnir,  ;:j:-1  r-^iVhiiioa  cf  the  commiinders. 
V^ut  d.i:v.;ei-  itlUf  vv;\s  onlv  a  Itiiiijlus  to  men  who  had 
/)  near- a  piofpeCc  of  terrniiu^tin'::  their  dre:idful  toil?, 
i  ^icy  acr'.»:Ji;>;]".-  ;'-:\';  :-.r{.d  thcir.felves  for  the  alliiui: 
\.;l!i  :!iC  ijt:voil  :.\',  lity;  ;\iui  mounting  the  brc::ch 

u:id,; 
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under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Forbes^  fupportcd  by     LEti  fh 
lieutenant-colonel  Stuart,  entered  the  fort  with  fo  much     ^    -  '/» 
order  and  intrepidity,  as  entirely  difconcertcd  the  gar-    -A']  ^7'*^ 
rifon.    Four  hundred  of  the  Spaniards  were  cut  in 
pieces,  or  perifhed  in  attempting  to  make  their  efcape 
by  water  to  the  city :  the  reft  threw  down  their  arms, 
and  received  quarter.     The  marquis  de  Gonzalez,  tlie 
'  fecond  in  command,  was  killed  in  bravely  endeavouring 
to  ftop  the  flight  of  his  countrymen  ^  and  Don  Lewis  de 
jVebdco,  the  governor,  having  colle6ted  a  finall  body  of 
refelute  foldiers,  in  an  entrenchment  around  the  flag- 

*  ftaflF,  glorioufly  fell  in  defending  the  enfign  of  Spain, 

*  ivbich  no  entreaties  could  induce  him  to  ftrike» 

-  No  fi>oncr  did  the  Spaniards  in  the  town  and  Puntal 
^  Oiftle  fee  the  befiegers  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  Moro,  than 
b  diey  directed  all  their  iire  againft  that  place.  Mean- 
i  ipUle  the  Britiih  troops,  encouraged  by  their  fuccefSy 
£  imre  vigoroufly  employed  in  remounting  the  guns  of 
'  the  foit,,and  in  ereding  batteries  upon  an  eminence  that 
- '  Gonunanded  the  city.  Thefe  batteries  being  happily 
r  completed,  and  fixty  pieces  of  cannon  ready  to  play 

upon  the  Havana,  lord  Albemarle,  willing  to  prevent  au^.  10. 
;.  an  unneceflTary  carnage,  fent  his  aid  de  camp  with  a 
f.  flag  of  truce,  to  fummon  the  governor  to  furrender,  and 
,  make  him  fenfible  of  the  unavoidable  deftrudUon  that 
t  was  ready  to  fall  upon  the  place.  The  haughty  Spaniard 
J  replied,  that  he  ^'as  under  no  uneafy  apprehenfions,  and 
[    would  hold  out  to  the  laft  extremity. 

J  Next  morning,  however,  the  batteries  were  opened 
]  with  fuch  effcA  both  againft  the  town  and  <ort,  that 
[  flags  of  truce  appeared  in  every  quarter  of  the  city  about 
J.  noon,  and  a  deputy  was  fent  to  the  camp  of  the  be- 
jj   ficgers,  in  order  to  fettle  the  terms  of  c:ipitulation.    A 

celfatioii 
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PART  II.  cel&tion  of  hoftilities  immediately  took  place ;  and,« 
foon  as  the  terms  were  adjufted,  the  city  of  Havana,  anl 
a  diftridt  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  to  the  weft* 
ward,  included  in  its  government ;  the  Puntal  cattle, 
and  the  fhips  in  the  harbour,  were  furrendered  to  Im 
Britannic  majefty  **.  Without  violating  the  ardckscf 
capitulation,  which  fecured  to  the  inhabitants  their  pri* 
rate  property,  the  conquerors  found  a  booty  computed 
at  near  three  millions  ilerling,  in  filver  and  valuable 
merchandize  belonging  to  the  CadioUc  kingi  befidea 
immenfe  quantity  of  arms,  artillery,  and  military  ftoRh 

This  fingle  blow,  the  greateft  perhaps  ever  ftnick 
by  any  nation,  was  in  a  manner  finally  fubvcrftvectf  the 
power  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  by  cutting  off  their  It- 
fources.  The  marine  of  France  was  already  nuned: 
her  finances  were  low.  Spain,  along  with  her  priiici|ri 
fortrefs  in  the  Weft  Indies,  had  loft  a  large  fleet.  And 
the  conqueft  of  the  Havana  not  only  gave  to  Engboi 
the  abfolute  command  of  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  but  put 
her  eventually  in  the  pofTeflion  of  the  whole  American 
Archipelago.  Porto  ilico  and  Hifpaniola  only  remain** 
ed  to  the  enemy  ;  and  thofc  iflands,  it  was  well  known, 
being  cut  off  from  all  communication  with  £uropC| 
and  utterly  deftitutc  of  neccil'aries,  would  have  fur« 
rendered  on  the  firft  fummons. 

Th£  navy  of  Great  Britain  was  fuperior  to  that  of 
all  the  other  powers  of  Europe  combined.  She  had  the 
means  of  fupporting  it  in  her  immenfe  commerce,  which 
increafed  with  her  fleets :  and  both  might  be  faid  to 
embrace  the  univerfe.     For  her  conqueits,  during  thi* 

35.  iMien  from  the  Karl  of  Albemarle  and  Sir  George  Pocockf, 
in  Lond.  Gjz<tte,  Sept.  30,  1762.  And  the  chief  £z)gmccr*s  JL-omI' 
of  the  Ste^€. 
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fcafon  of  glory,  were  not  confined  to  the  Weft  Indies.     ISTTfr 
The  fouth  of  Afia  alfo  beheld  her  triumphs.  yj  ',  __  \ 

A.  D.  ifjz. 

While  the  Briti(h  forces  were  engaged  in  the  fiege 
of  the  Havana,  an  armament  failed  from  iVIadrafs,  under 
the  diredion  of  rear-admiral  Cornifli  and  brigadier-ge-  . 
neral  Draper,  for  the  Philippine  Iflands.  The  chief 
objed^  of  this  entcrprife  was  tlie  redu6lion  of  the  city  of 
Manila,  the  capital  of  tl\e  ifland  of  Luconia  ;  the  feat 
of  the  Spanifli  government  in  thofc  iflands,  and  the 
centre  of  communication  between  South  America  and 
the  Eaft  Indies. 

The  hoftile  fleet  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Manila  before  jcpt.  15, 
Ac  governor  had  the  leaft  intimation  of  its  approach, 
and  even  before  he  was  informed  of  the  war  with  Eng- 
land. He  prepared  himfelf,  however,  for  a  vigorous 
defence,  and  reje£^ed  with  difdain  the  repeated  fum« 
mens  of  the  Britifh  commanders.  Neceffary  fteps 
were  confequently  taken  for  landing  the  troops,  con- 
fifting  of  two  thoufand  and  three  hundred  men.  The 
debarkation  was  fafely  effefted;  an  important  poft 
was  feized^  batteries  were  ereftcd;  and  every  ef- 
fort was  made  to  reduce  the  town  by  force.  But  the 
operations  of  the  befiegers  were  much  retarded  by  in- 
ceflant  and  heavy  falls  of  rain,  accompanied  with  a 
dreadful  tempeft,  which  prevented  the  fleet  from  co- 
'  operating  with  the  army  ;  and  alfo  by  the  unremitted 
attacks  of  the  native  Indians,  a  brave  and  hardy  people, 
who  rufhed  up  to  the  muzzles  of  the  Britifh  mufKets,  in 
their  wild  ferocity,  and  even  gnawed  the  bayonets  with  * 

their  teeth,  when  mortally  wounded  *'\ 

*(.  Drapcr'f  Jbumal  of  ^  Sirit  of  Manilm,  in  London  Ge.'.'tfe, 
Aptili7»  1763. 
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PART  II.  Meakwhile  the  invaderj,  in  fpite  of  cv-cry  obftack, 
/LD^ijtL  sulvanced  toward  the  accomplifliment  of  their  enter- 
<^»  3*  prize.  They  had  filenced  the  enemy's  principal  bat- 
tery, and  greatly  damaged  the  fortifications  toward  the 
fea  ;  when,  as  a  laft  effort  to  raife  the  fiege,  a  defperatc 
fally  was  pufhed  by  a  large  body  of  Spaniards  and  In- 
dians. Both  however  were  repulfed,  after  a  (harp  and 
bloody  conflid.  A  prafticable  breach,  in  the  work?, 
was  at  length  opened ;  and  preparations  were  made  for 
ftorming  it. 

In  fuch  circumftances,  it  might  naturally  have  been 
cxpefted,  that  the  governor,  inftead  of  longer  remaining 
obftinate,  would  have  offered  to  capitulate,*  in  order  to 
iave  the  lives  and  property  of  the  inhabitants^  Bat  no 
propofal  to  that  purpofe  was  prefented.  General  Draper 
therefore  took  the  moft  effefhial  meafures  for  carryii^ 
the  place  by  affault.  The  troops  having  filed  off  from 
O^.  6.  their  quarters  in  fmall  bodies  about  four  o'clock  in  tiie 
morning,  advanced  to  the  breach  at  the  fig:nal  of  a  ge« 
neral  difcharge  of  artillery  and  mortar?,  and  under  cover 
of  a  thick  fmoke,  which  was  blown  full  upon' the  town. 
Lieutenant  Ruffel  led  the  way,  at  the  head  of  fixty  vo- 
lunteers (from  the  different  bodies  of  which  the  army 
was  compofed),  fupported  by  the  grenadiers  of  Draper's 
regiment,  to  which  he  belonged.  Colonel  Monfonand 
major  More  followed  with  two  grand  divifions  of  the 
fame  heroic  regiment ;  next  came  a  battalion  of  fea- 
mcn  ;  and  the  Eaft  India  companv's  troops  clofcd  the 
rear  *^ 

All  thcfc  four  bodies  behaved  with  great  intrepi- 
dity.    The  Spaniards  were  inflantly  driven  from  their 

17.  Lond.  Gazette,  uli  fup. 
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works,  and  the  place  was  entered  with  little  lofs.  The    ietteR 
governor,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  the  citadel,  furrend-  _\ 

cred  at  difcrction,  but  folicited  proteAion  for  the  citi-  a.  u.  176a* 
ZLcns ;  and  the  humanity  and  generofity  of  the  Britifh 
commanders  faved  the  town  from  a  general  and  juftly 
merited  pillage.  A  raiifom  of  four  millions  of  dollars 
was  only  demanded  for  this  relaxation  of  the  laws  of 
war.  But  it  was  ftipulated,  at  the  fame  time,  that  all 
the  other  fortified  places  in  the  ifland  of  Luconia,  and 
in  all  the  iflands  dependent  on  its  government,  (hould 
alfo  be  furrendered  to  his  Britannic  majefty*'.  The  whole 
range  of  the  Philippines  fell  with  the  city  of  Manila. 

The  Britifli  empire  had  now  acquired  an  extent  that 
aftonifhed  the  world.  Every  where  vidlorious,  by  land 
suid  by  fea,  in  both  hemifpheres  and  in  all  quarters  of 
the  globe,  it  feemed  only  neceflary  for  England  to  de- 
termine what  (hare  of  her  conquefts  fhe  Qhofe  to  retain^ 
and  what  terms  fhe  would  impofe  upon  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon ;  the  king  of  PrufSa  being  now  in  a  condition 
to  make  terms  for  himfelf,  or  continue  the  war  without 
farther  fubfidies,  and  the  king  of  Portugal  having  little 
to  apprehend  from  Spain  in  her  prefcnt  difabled  ftate. 
It  was  therefarQ  fondly  hoped  by  the  patriotic  part  of 
the  Englifh  nation,  that  the  glorious  opportunity  of 
finally  humbling  this  haughty  family,  which  had  been 
fo  Ihimefully  neglefted  and  loft,  through  the  prevalence 
of  Tory  counfels  at  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  vras  at  laft 
completely  recovered ;  and  that  the  Family  Compafl:, 
lately  fo  alarming  to  Great  Britain,  would  terminate  in 
the  confufion  of  her  ambitious  enemies. 

In  the  midft  of  our  fplendid  conquefts  however,  to 
the  fiirprife  of  all  Europe,  and  the  indignant  aftonifh- 

a3.  Id.  Ibid. 
You  V.  G  g  ment 
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PART  IT.  ment  of  every  honeft  Englifhman,  a  negoclation  with 
A^  d"x  6a!  *^^  Bourbon  courts  had  been  agreed  to  by  the  minifters 
of  his  Britannic  majefty.  And  before  the  event  of  the 
expedition  againft  Manila  was  known,  preliminaries  of 
*^°^-  3*  a  treaty  of  peace  were  figned  at  Fontainbleau ;  v^cb 
have  generally  been  conftdered  as  inadequate  to  the  ad- 
vantages obtained  by  the  Britifh  arms  during  the  war^ 
and  which  could  certainly  contribute  little  to  the  dc- 
preflion  of  France  or  Spain.  The  caufe  of  a  meafure 
fo  extraordinary  defcrvcs  to  be  traced  to  its  fource. 

George  III.  the  moment  he  a(cended  the  throne  of 
Great  Britain,  determined  to  abolifh,  as  far  as  poffible, 
ail  thofe  odious  party  diftint^ions  which  had  fb  long  di- 
vided the  kingdom,  and  to  extend  the  royzl  favour  and 
confidence  equally  to  the  whole  body  of  his  fubjeSs. 
This  policy,  as  time  has  too  fully  proved,  was  more  li- 
beral than  wife ;  for  although  the  Whigs,  who  en- 
grofled  all  the  great  offices  of  ftatc  during  the  two  pre- 
ceding reigns,  had  loft  much  of  their  popularity  by  pro- 
moting the  influence  of  the  crown,  they  were  ftiii 
cfteemed  the  true  friends  of  freedom,  and  the  nanirai 
fupporters  of  the  family  of  Hanover  on  the  throne  of 
thefe  realms.  By  thcni  chiefly  had  been  brought  about 
the  Revolution,  and  by  them  the  cftablifhment  of  the 
Protcftant  Succeflion. 

The  Tories  inJeed,  by  afiuming  the  chara<£ler  of  pa- 
triots, had  frequently  been  able,  as  we  have  feen,  to 
maintain  a  ibrmldable  oppofiiion.  But  that  oppofition 
was  confidered,  by  the  mors  moderate  and  intelligent 
Whigs,  as  no  more  than  fufflcient  to  keep  alive  the  fpirit 
of  liberty,  and  prcferve  the  balance  of  the  conftitutioiu 
The  firfl,  and  alfo  the  fecond  George,  therefore,  al- 
ways difregardcd  the  arguments  of  thofe  courtiers,  who 
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endeavoured  to  proves  that  they  would  more  firmly  ^^    ^Jxv* 
ftablifli  their  fway,  by  admitting  the  Tories  to  an  equal    t_-  ,-  v 
(hare  in  the  adminiftfationi     They  repofed  all  their  A.^*'?^* 
confidence  in  the  Whigst  The  ftiock  of  two  rebellions, 
afcribed  by  many  to  this  narrow  policy,  induced  the 
princes  of  the  Brunfwick  line  td  make  no  alteration  in 
their  plan* 

Mri  PiTt  had  originally  affbciatcci  himfelf  with  thd 
fuppofed  Tory  patriots,  and  firft  acquired  diftincSUon  by 
oppofmg  the  corrupt  fyftem  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  the 
declared  head  of  the  Whigs.  After  the  refignation  of* 
that  minifter,  he  occafionally  temporized,  (though  he 
feems  always  to  have  had  an  eye  to  the  true  interefts  of 
Great  Britain)  and  was  fometimes  reputed  a  Whig  and 
ibmetimes  a  Tory.  But  during  his  own  adminiftration^ 
he  fcorned  all  party  dl(lin(9;ions  ;  and  the  very  names  of 
Whig  and  Tory  were  loft  in  the  blaze  of  his  popiilarity* 
Repofing  on  the  afie£Uons  of  hia  country,  the  ftrength 
and  the  refources  of  which  he  better  iinderftood  than 
any  other  man,  hd  employed  meri  of  sdl  parties^  and 
found  all  alike  faithfuh  He  raifed  whole  regiments  of 
Highlanders  from  among  the  difafFedted  clans,  and  gave 
Ibe  command  of  (ome  of  them  to  officers  who  had  ferv- 
€d  under  the  Pretender <  Their  behaviour  jiiftified  hid 
confidence^  They  carried  viftory  whitherfocvcr  tfiey 
appeared,  and  became  the  moft  loyal  fubjedb  cf  his  Bri-* 
tannic  majefty^ 
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Thi$  great  man  would  foori  hav^  done  away  all  lo« 
-  tal  and  party  diftinAionsi  and,  while  affifted  by  fo  able 
"^  m  aitnifter^  the  refolution  of  the  young  kingj[  to  lend  his 
countenance  to  the  aboktion  of  fuch  diftindions,  as  a 
J  prdude  to  a  more  Kberal  fyftem  of  policy^  was  alike 
?  generous  and  prudent.  But  on  the  refignation  of  Mr^ 
I'  Acrefary  Pitt,  Ae  duke  of  Newcaftle^  firft  commiffioner 
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FART  II.  ofthc  treafury,who  had  long  been  confidcrcd  as  AeW 
A.D.'iTei.'  of  *c  Whigs  endeavoured  to  revive  thofe  famous  it 
tindioaSf  in  order  to  ruin  the  credit  of  his  rivalin  power, 
John  carl  of  Bute  ;  a  nobleman  of  worth  and  probitT,fi 
well  as  learning  and  talents,  but  of  a  dry  humour  and  re* 
fcrvcJ  temper  ;  and  who,  unhappily  for  the  quiet  of  tfcc 
nation, bcfidc  being  little  acquainted  \^th  public  bufmets 
was  a  reputed  Tory,  a  Scotchman,  and  a  Stuart! 

The  public  clamour  vrzs  accordingly  loud  againftdk 
favourite.  But  as  the  dulce  of  Newcaftlc*s  faculd^ 
which  had  never  been  ftrong,  were  now  much  decajr- 
cd,  and  his  rivrJ  poflcflcd  the  royal  ear,  he  (aw  his  in- 
fhicncc  in  the  cabinet  daily  decline,  notwithftandinglus 
gfeat  parliamentary  intr:rci^,  his  high  oiEce,  and  Ids 
importance  as  the  demap:oguc  of  the  mcft  povexfnl 
party  in  the  kingdom.  He  had  accordingly  found  it 
neceflary,  in  the  month  of  May,  to  rcfign  ;  and  theeui 
of  Bute,  in  confcquence  of  that  relignatioii^  waspbced 
at  the  head  of  the  trcafaf)'. 

Many  of  the  duke  of  N'.'wcaftle's  friends,  pcrfonsof 
rank  and  eminence,  had  rclipncd  with  him.  And'the 
new  minifter,  in  order  to  prcfcrve  his  Atu^tion,  judged 
it  prudent  to  deprive  others  of  their  employments,  and 
to  ft!!  their  places  with  m^n  attached  to  his  perfon; 
among  whom,  cfpecially  in  the  inferior  departments, 
were  too  many  of  his  own  countrymen.  He  alfo 
thought  It  found  pj)licy,  in  conformity  with  the  ft'ftcai 
of  comprchcnfion  that  had  been  embraced,  to  attempt  i 
coalition  with  the  great  body  of  the  Tories,  or  countiy 
gentlemen  of  ancient  families  who  had  uniformly  op- 
pofcd  the  court  during  the  two  preceding  reigns,  aad 
who  were  able  to  yield  him  cfFedhial  fiipportr  Tk^ 
readily  came  into  his  meafures. 
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The  popular  clamour,  however,  continued ;  and  al-  letter 
though  the  friends  of  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  form  an  aSual  ^^^^* 
jundion  with  thofe  of  the  duke  of  Newcaftle,  both  a.d.  ijtfa. 
parties  were  alike  hoftile  to  the  minifter.  To  one  or  the 
other  of  thefe  two  parties  belonged  the  whole  commer- 
cial and  moneyed  intf  reft.  The  earl  of  Bute  was,  there- 
fore, foon  made  fenfible  of  the  necefiitj'  of  religning,  or 
of  procuring  peace  to  Europe  ;  as  he  muft  expert  to  en-> 
counter  infuperable  difHculties,  in  attempting  to  raife 
the  fupplies  neceflary  for  the  profecution  of  the  war. 
From  motives  of  patriotifm,  as  he  declared,  he  chofc 
the  latter  alternative ;  and  fo  hr  as  his  judgment  was 
fwayed  by  an  antipathy  againft  the  continental  fyftem, 
be  deferves  pardon,  if  not  praiie.  But  the  great  body 
of  dit  people  of  England,  though  not  infenfible  of  their 
burdens,  or  of  the  degree  of  their  annual  increafe,  have 
not  yet  forgiven  him  for  checking  the  career  of  their 
cbnquefts.  They  had  nothing  to  fear,  and  every  thing 
to  hope,  from  a  continuance  of  hoftilities, 

FoRTi/KATELY  foT  the  Britifh  minifter.  If  not  for 
the  kingdom,  all  thiJigs  were  favourable  to  his  views  a-* 
mong  the  hoftile  powers  on  the  continent.  Difappoint- 
«d  in  her  hopes  of  immediate  advantage  from  the  Fa<* 
mily  Compact,  the  invafion  of  Portugal,  and  the  re- 
fignation  of  Mr.  Pitt,  France  was  now  fmcerely  difpof- 
cd  to  pcace«  Spain  having  fufFered  beyond  ex^mnple, 
during  her  fhort  concern  in  the  war,  and  labouring  undef 
the  moft  dreadful  apprebenfions  of  future  misfortunes, 
keenly  repented  of  the  ftcp  (he  had  taken,  and  wifhed  to 
recede.  Both  courts,  therefore,  iaw  with  peculiar  fatis<« 
ftidion,  the  progrefs  of  the  popular  difcontents  in  Eng-« 
hhd ;  and  France,  in  order  to  profit  by  them,andrecover 
in  the  cabinet  what  ibc  had  loft  in  the  field,  indicated, 
through  the  medium  of  the  king  of  Sardinia,  a  defuTQ 
(tfnegociadngf 

^  Gg3  Thr 
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p  AR  r  II.  The  propofal  was  cordially  embraced  by  the  Britifli 
^ij'i;6a.  minillry.  And  the  duke  of  Bedford  was  fent  over  to 
Paris  (after  certain  difcuffions},  to  treat  on  the  part 
of  his  Britannic  majcfty  >  and  the  duke  de  Nivernots  to 
London,  on  the  part  of  the  moft  Chriilian  king.  The 
negociatioiii  which  was  built  upon  that  begun  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  with  too  little  attention,  on  die  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, to  the  fortunate  change  of  circumftaiices  in  her  fa- 
vour, was  accordingly  foon  finifhed  ;  as  no  new  demand 
pf  any  confequence  was  made,  and  both  parties  now  »• 
greed  to  withdraw  thcmfclves  wholly  from  the  German 
war,  and  make  reftitution  of  all  the  {daces  they  had  ta-: 
ken  on  the  European  continent.  And  the  Preliminary 
Articles,  including  the  interefts  of  both  Fiance  an4 
3p.'iin,  were  figned,  as  already  bbferved,  in  the  begin- 
ning  of  Novcmbcn 

By  thofe  articles  it  was  ftipulated,  «  That  Fnmce 
^<  fhall  cede  to  Great  Britain,  Canada  in  its  ufmoft  ex- 
^*  tent,  with  the  iflands  of  St.  John  and  Cape  Breton, 
(^  and  all  that  part  of  Louifiana,  which  lies  on  this  fide 
*'  of  the  MiiTifippi,  except  the  town  of  New  Orleans 
**  and  its  territory :  That  the  French  fhall  be  permitted 
^  to  fi(h  on  the  banks  of  14ewfbundland,  ui^der  certain 
^  limitations  ;  and  that  the  iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Aii- 
*'  quelon,  fhall  be  ceded  to  them  for  the  benefit  of  their 
''  filhcry,  but  without  the  liberty  of  creeling  forts  on 
f^  thofc  iAands :  That  Spain  (hall  relinquilh  her  claim  tq 
<'  fi{h  on  the  bajiks  of  Newfoundland  ;  permit  the  Eng- 
♦'  lilh  logwood,cutters  tobuild  houfes  in  thebay of  Hon- 
f^  durasj  for  the  conveniency  of  thpir  trade  ;  evacuate 
H  whatever  places  (he  may  have  taken  belonging  to 
^*  Portugal  5  and  cede  Florida  to  Great  Briuin,  in  con- 
(^  fideratioii  of  having  the  Havana,  and  all  that  part  of 
f^  the  iflaad  of  Cuba,  conquered  by  the  Britifli  arms,  re- 
H  (Iprcd  to  her ;  That  ;he  ifland  of  Minorca  fliall  be 
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*»  reftored  to  Great  Britain,  and  the  iHandsof  Martinico.     iettsr. 

YV  YV 

*'  Guadaloupe,  Goree,  and  Bellcifle  to  France  :  That  ^  ^  _  ^ 
"  France  fhall  cede  to  Great  Britain  the  forts  and  fac*  A.  D.  1762. 
*'  tories  (he  has  loft  on  the  river  Senegal,  the  ifland  of 
**  Granada  and  the  Granadines,  and  give  up  all  claim 
**  to  the  neutral  iflands  of  St.  Vincent,  Dominica,  and 
«'  Tobago."  But  St.  Lucia,  the  moft  valuable  of  the 
neutral  iflands,  Mras  delivered  in  full  right  to  France^ 
and  die  French  Eaft  India  company  were  put  in  the 
fame  fituation  as  after  the  peace  of  Aix-la*Chapellc  ; 
by  die  rcftitution  of  Pondicherry  and  other  places,  with 
the  fingle  exception  of  ereding  no  forts  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Bengal.  In  return  for  fo  many  indigencies, 
France  agreed  to  deftroy  the  harbour,  and  demoliih  the 
fortifications  of  Dunkirk. 

These  preliminaries  were  approved,  contrary  to  all 
expedlation,  by  a  majority  of  the  3riti(h  parliament,  and 
the  definitive  treaty  was  figned  at  Paris  early  in  the  fol-  a.  D;  1763 
lowing  year.  About  the  fame  time  was  figned,  at  Hu-  ^^^'  *^* 
bertfturg,  a  treaty  of  peace  between  the  emprefe-qucen 
and  the  king  of  Pruifia ;  by  which  it  was  provided, 
That  a  mutual  rcftitution  of  conquefts,  and  an  oblivion 
of  injuries  (hould  take  [dace,  and  that  both  parties 
Ihould  be  put  in  the  fame  fituation  as  at  the  commence- 
ment of  hoftilities. 

Thus,  my  dear  Philip,  was  terminated,  fortunately 
for  the  general  happinefs  of  mankind,  but  prematurely 
for  the  grandeur  of  Great  Britain,  and  without  a  due 
attention  to  her  interefts,  the  moft  aftive,  fplendid,  and 
univerfal  war  that  ever  divided  the  human  race ;  the 
moft  bloody  between  difciplined  armies,  and  the  moft 
general  in  Europe,  fmce  that  which  was  clofed  by  the 
PfiACE  OF  WfSTFHAtlA. 

Gg4  POST^ 
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POSfSCRIPT, 

BESIDE  the  general  diifatlsfafUon  in  England,  oCf 
cafioned  \>y  the  premature  termination  of  hoftilides^ 
and  the  reftitutipn  of  fp  many  cojiquefts  withput  ade- 
quate ceifions,  it  was  ftrongly  urged^  by  feme  popubr 
writers,  that  the  Britifh  miniftry  had  committed  a  ftjH 
more  dangerous  error,  at  the  pea(:e  of  Paris,  in  the 
choice  of  the  conquefts  they  had  thought  proper  to  re- 
tain. ^^  Martinicp  and  Guadaloupe^"  (aid  thofe  wri- 
ters, ^<  would  have  been  found  more  profitably  pofleC- 
^^  fions  than  Canada  and  its  dependencies.  Their 
*'  produce  would  not  only  have  augmented  the  royil 
^^  revenue,  while  it  increafed  our  fhipping,  but  have 
^^  given  us  the  comm^d  of  the  fugar- trade  of  Europe, 
f^  France  ought  to  have  been  compelled  to  make  her 
**  facrificcs  in  0ie  Weft  Indies."  It  mul},  however, 
be  owned,  That  as  the  war  had  originated  in  North 
America,  and  had  taken  its  rife  immediately  from  a 
difpute  between  the  French  and  Englifli  colonies  con- 
cerning their  boundaries,  its  grand  object  on  our  part, 
the  fecuring  of  our  American  colonies  againft  future 
encroachments,  fcemed  to  be  attained  at  the  peace,  in 
the  ceilion  made  by  France  of  Canada  and  Louiliana  to 
Great  Britain* 

The  fccurity  of  the  Eiiglifh  colonics  in  North  Ame- 
rica, as  well  as  their  extcnfion,  was  farther  provided  for, 
in  the  ceflion  of  Florida  by  Spain.  But  that  fccurit\',  it 
was  infinuated,  by  certain  keen- fightcd  politicians,  would 
prove  the  fource  of  new  evils.  It  would  embolden  our 
old  colonies  to  fhakg  off  the  controul  of  tl4e  mother- 
country, 
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country,  fince  they  no  longer  ftood  in  need  of  her  pro-     letter 
tedion,  and  to  ercS  themfelves  into  independent  Hates,    ,        -  ,  V 
This  infmuation,  however,  was  generally  confideredas    A,D.  1763. 
alike  illiberal  and  unjuft.    -And  the  humanity  and  ge- 
nerofity  of  the  Englifli  nation,  amid  all  the  violent  dif- 
contents  provoked  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  found  no  fmall 
confolation  in  reflefting,  That  our  American  brethren 
would  thenceforth  be. happily  exempted  from  the  an- 
noyance of  any  European  enemy,  and  able  to  keep  the 
natives  in  awe. 

Nor  was  this  our  only  confolation.  The  magnitude 
of  the  Britifli  empire  in  North  America,  and  theproJped 
of  its  grovrth  in  population  and  improvement,  afford- 
ed a  wide  fweep  for  the  projeds  of  political  ambition^ 
and  a  boundlefs  field  for  the  fpeculatious  of  commercial 
avidity.  The  undivided  fovereignty  of  that  vaft  conti- 
nent, with  the  fole  enjoyment  of  its  exclufive  trader 
feemed  to  open  to  the  citizens  of  Great  Britain  fuch 
fources  of  induftry,  and  channels  of  naval  greatnefs,  as 
had  never  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  other  people ;  and 
which  the  immenfity  of  Her  conquefts,  and  their  tower- 
ing hopes  of  farther  acquifitions,  with  an  ardent  defire  of 
finally  humbling  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  only  could  have 
made  them  confider  as  beneath  Her  haughtieft  wifh« 

These  conciliatory  refledtions  are  offered  merely 
from  a  love  of  truth,  not  fuggefled  by  a  defire  of  palli- 
ating ^he  juftly  execrated  peace  of  Paris ;  a  meafurQ 
tfiat  mufl  eternally  roufe  the  keeneft  emotions  of  in- 
dignation in  the  mind  of  every  honeft  and  enlightened 
Englifhman.  No  human  confidcration  fhould  have  in- 
duced the  Britifli  _miniftry  to  give  up  Cuba,  or  to* 
ftop  fhort  of  the  reduftion  of  Hifpaiiiola  j  while  our 
naval  force  enabled  us  to  irot:>5t  tlic  one,  and  to  fub- 

due 
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PART  II.     due  the  other ;  as  each  promifed  a  prodigious  augments 

]r^^^'/    tion  of  that  force,  and  alfo  of  the  means  of  fuppordiigit 

We  ought  not  to  have  left  the  French  or  Spaniards  is 

poflciTibn  of  a  fingle  iflandia  the  Weft  Indies.  Hifpanioii 

and  Portorico  alone  remained  to  them. 

Ak  armament  planned  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  fittel 
out  in  the  port  of  Manila,  would  have  enabled  us  tolw- 
come  mafters  of  the  rich  but  defcncclefs  kingdom  d 
Peru ;  and  by  holding,  in  the  Port  of  Havana,  the  kej  d 
the  Gulf  of  Florida,  we  might  be  (aid  to  be  actually  pd^ 
fefled  of  all  the  trcafure  of  Mexico.  No  fhip  could  pk 
from  Vera  Cniz  to  Europe  without  our  permiffion,  nor 
any  European  velTel  thither.  Deprived  of  the  articio 
which  they  had  been  accuftomed  to  receive  from  die 
mother-country,  and  which  are  neceflary  to  their  ic* 
commodation,  the  inhabitants  of  New  Spain  wohU 
readily  have  fubmitted  to  that  power,  which  alone  canld 
fupply  their  wants ;  and  which  would  have  offered  dm 
the  free  excrcifc  of  their  religion,  with  a  more  indulgctt 
jgovcrnment,  and  a  more  advantageous  market  fbrthdr 
produce. 

But  let  us  moderate  our  ideas  ;  let  us  confine  our 
views  folely  to  the  places  we  had  pofitively  taken,  and 
we  fhall  find  (admitting  Belleifle  to  be  equal  in  impor- 
tance to  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  which  it  certainly  is  to 
France  or  England)  we  fhall  find.  That  we  gave  up  at 
the  peace  of  Paris  without  any  equivalent,  except  die 
fandy  promontory  of  Florida,  not  only  Martinico,  Giia» 
daloupe,  and  St.  Lucia,  but  the  principal  part  of  the 
large  and  fertile  ifland  of  Cuba,  with  the  Havana  its  al- 
moft  impregnable  port,  the  Gibraltar  of  America !  and 
eventually  the  rich  city  of  Manila,  and  the  whole  range 
of  the  Philippines  j  to  fay  nothing  of  the  rcftitution  of 

Poa* 
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Pondicherry,  Chandernagore,  and  many  other  places  in  I-ETTER. 
the  Eaft  Indies,  widi  the  ifland  of  Goree,  on  the  coaft  |_,  ^  J|/ 
igf  Africa.  -     A.  0.1762, 

If  It  was  neceflary  to  grant  fome  indulgence  to 
France,  in  order  to  quiet  the  jealoufy  of  other  powers, 
(though  I  am  not  fenfible  that  Great  Britain  confidering 
tier  infular  fituation,  had  occafion  to  be  afraid  of  giving 
umbrage  to  any  European  power)  Francemight  havebeen 
jUlowed  to  retain,  along  with  the  town  of  New  Orleans 
and  its  territory,  her  fettlements  higher  on  the  Miffifippi, 
and  the  province  of  Canada,  confined  within  its  natural 
tK>imdaries,  the  four  Great  Lakes  i  or  if,  inftead  of  Ca- 
nada, fhe  had  wiQied  to  poflfefs  a  fugar  ifland,  in  addition 
p}  her  plantations  in  Hifpaniola,  MartinicoorGuadaloupe 
might  have  been  indulged  to  her,  without  the  li- 
berty of  ereiling  fortifications.  A  fufpenfion  of  the 
|>low  hanging  over  the  remaining  dominions  of  Spain  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  with  the  provifional  reftitution  of  the 
Philippines,  was  al}  that  fhe  could  reafonably  have  de« 
manded. 

By  uch  an  equitable  treaty  of  peace,  the  haugntyfii- 
mily  of  Bourbon  would  have  been  efFedually  humbled 
and  held  in  awe,  and  the  finews  of  their  naval  ftrength 
fo  completely  cut,  as  to  prevent  them  from  again  be- 
coming formidable  by  fea.  By  fuch  a  peiace  England, 
without  farther  acquifitions,  would  have  eftablifhed, 
bcjrond  the  poflibility  of  difpute,  that  dominion  which 
Ihe  has  long  claimed  over  the  empire  of  the  waves. 
And  have  eftablifhed  it  for  ever ;  by  building  it  upon 
the  keels  of  a  rich  and  extenfive  commerce,  which 
the  unrivalled  command  of  the  ocean,  and  the  produce 
of  the  principal  iflands  in  the  Weft  IndieS|  would  hayf 
rendered  perpctuM^ 

Tot 
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PART  XI.  The  apparent  caufc,  why  fo  glorious  an  opportnnq 
]^j}J^jgl^  of  humbling  our  ambitious  enemies  was  ncjdeftcd,b 
already  been  affigncd :  — "  the  influekce  of  7&r).'co. 
**y2r/i  /"  alike  difccrnible,  whether  we  regard  the /Voii. 
quat£  treaty  of  Peace,  or  the  premature  terminatioaos 
the  War.  The  fatal  tife^s  of  thofe  counfeis  and  rftht 
influence^  I  fhall  have  farther  occanon  to  (hew,  in^ 
fcribing  the  convulfions,  and  the  liifmembcring  rffc 
firitiih  empire  ;  fubjcdh  Icfs  pleafing  toEngli{hmai,ta 
not  Icfs  interefting,  than  its  ftruggles  in  advandx^  to- 
ward aggrandifement.  In  the  meantime  I  muft  canjfflr- 
ward  the  Progrcfs  of  Society,  to  this  grand  aeia  is  tk 
History  of  Modern  Europe, 


LETTER      XXXVI, 

^bc  Progrcfs  xif  Society  in  Europe  durinT  tot  bujit 
Century, 

LETTER  T  HAVE  brought  down,  in  a  former  Letter,  the ?r> 
XXXVI.  X  grcfs  of  Society  to  tl;c:  clofc  cf  the  lail  ccntUiT. 
^  '  And  if  we  look  back  on  the  hi  (lory  of  the  prefcnt,  aiJ 
compare  it,  as  far  as  it  has  advanced,  with  theannabcl 
Modern  Europe  during  any  preceding  period  of  the fe 
extent,  we  fliajl  find  much  caufc  to  coneratulate  man- 
kind on  the  improvements  in  the  fecial  fyftem ;  wludi 
have,  with  a  happy  conformity,  at  price  diminiihtd  tbs 
miferics  and  multiplied  the  enjoyments  of  human  life. 

If  enlightened  reafon,  after  afccrtaining  the  interdfs 
cf  nations  and  the  rights  of  individuals,  has  notbeca 
able  wholly  to  rcflraiu  the  ambition  of  princes,  ithasat 

lc4 
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lead  introduced  into  the  operations  of  war  a  fpirit  of  ffc-     LETTES. 
nerofity  and  fellow-feeling  unknown  to  our  ferocious  ^ 

forefathers.  Pcrfecution  has  ceafed  to  kindle  the  &ggot 
for  the  trial  of  orthodoxy,  or  to  water  the  earth  with 
^e  blood  of  unbelievers ;  and  the  peaceful  citizen  has 
[eldom  been  difturbed  in  his  tnduftrious  purfuits,  or  in- 
genious labours,  by  the  ravages  of  inteftine  war. 

If  the  moft  exaft  regulations  of  police  have 'not  hi- 
therto proved  altogether  efFetSual  to  fupprefs  private 
violence,  or  the  ftrift  execution  of  juftice,  to  banifh  fraud 
from  the  tranfa£lions  of  men,  both  have  been  rendered  Icfs 
frequent.  Property  Is  become  more  fecure.  The  comforts 
and  convcuiencies  of  life  are  more  equally  enjoyed.  Pcf- 
tilcncc  and  famine  are  kept  at  a  diftance.  Afylums  are 
every  where  provided  for  poverty,  and  hofpitals  for  dif- 
rafc.  Private  fcftivities  are  enlivened  by  public  enter- 
tainments. The  plcafures  of  fenfe,  refined  by  delicacy, 
ire  heightened  by  thofe  of  imagination  and  fentiment ; 
while  taftc,  in  contemplating  the  beauties  of  nature  and 
art,  may  be  faid  to  open  new  fources  of  fatisfa«Slion  to  the 
[bul,  and  to  offer  new  delights  to  the  heart. 

And  if  there  are  fome  fpeculative  vifionaries,  under 
the  name  of  philofophcrs,  \v^o  rcprefent  Man  as  more 
happy  in  the  favage  ftate,  than  when  furnifhed  with  all 
thofe  focial  enjoyments  and  elegant  delights,  their  ar- 
guments are  too  futile  to  deferve  a  ferious  anfwer :  and 
it  wauld  be  but  a  juft  punifhment  for  their  imperti- 
nence, to  fhut  tliem  out  from  the  pale  of  poliflied  life  ; 
and  condemn  them  to  refide  among  thofe  barbarians 
whofe  manners  they  aifecl,  and  wbofe  condition  they 
pretend  to  admire. 

Im  fupport  of  this  rcprefentatlon,  my  dear  Philip,  I 
ftiall  exhibit  to  your  view  fome  leading  circumftanccs, 
which  could  not  readily  enter  into  the  general  narration. 

Russia. 
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PART  n.        Russia,  altogedier  rude  and  barbarous  at  die  begin- 
^^^^^■^    ning  of  the  prefent  century,  has  made  rapid  advances 
toward  civilization.    It  has  experienced  the  moft  fudden 
and  fortunate  change,  of  any  country  of  the  iame  cx« 
tent  in  the  hiftory  of  human  afiairs.    But  that  chai^ 
as  I  have  had  occafion  to  remark  ',  has  not  been  attetvU 
cd  \vith  fuch  beneficial  confequences  as  might  have  been 
wifhed  to  the  body  of  the  people,  whom  Peter  I.  found 
and  left  iii  a  ftate  of  flavcry.    And  notwidiftanding  the 
more  generous  policy  of  Catharine  II.  >^o  endeavours 
to  Irevive  a  fpirit  of  liberty  among  the  lower  dailes,  and 
extends  encouragement  and  protecElion  to  her  fubjeds 
of  all  degrees,  the  liberal  and  ingenious  arts  of  Ruffia 
have  been  hitherto  cultivated  chiefly  by  foreigners ;  or 
by  fuch  natives  as  have  been  initiated  in  them  abroad^ 
and  with  whom  they  die.    They  are  ftill  in  ibme  mca- 
fure  exotics  in  that  great  and  flourifhing  empire ;  not 
as  Raynal  infmuates,  on  account  of  the  coldneis  of  die 
climate,  but  becaufe  the  mental  foil  is  not  yet  fufficient- 
ly  prepared  for  their  reception.     Tlie  influence  of  ex- 
ample, however,  daily  extends  itfelf ;  and  the  general 
progrefs  of  imj>roveinent  is  even  now  very  confiderable. 
Many  of  the  RuiTian  nobility  and  gentry  have  acquired 
a  rclifli  for  polite  l^eraturc,  and  are  not  only  exempt 
from  barbariim,  but  diftinguifhed  by  humanity  to  their 
vafials,  by  polifhcd  manners,  and  elegant  converCition. 
The  citizens  have  tailed  tlie  fwects  of  induftry,  and  pro- 
(ecute  fucccfsfully  the  mechanical  arts.    Many  vakuble 
cultures,    both  tor  trade  and  confumption,  have  been 
lately   introduced.      And   Ruffia,   which    has   already 
produced  generals  and  ftatefmen,  will  foon,  it  may  be 
prefumed,  give  birth  to  poets,  painters,  hiftorians,  and 
philofophers  ;  who  colled  in  their  train  the  whole  circle 
of  the  arts,  fciences,  and  amufements ;  and  alleviating 

I.  Part  II.  Letter  XXV. 


M  O  D  E  R  N    E  U  R  O  P  E.  463 

the  inconveniencies  of  life  by  its  enjoyments,  peifeS    LETTEH 
the  fyftem  of  focial  happinefs.  XXXVU^ 

Of  the  progrefs  of  improvement  in  Poland,  whcre^ 
befide  other  adverfe  circumftances,  the  feudal  ariftocracy 
ftill  reigns  in  all  its  aufterity ;  where  the  king  is  a  fha- 
dow,  the  people  flaves,  and  the  nobles  tyrants^  little  can 
be  faid.  Sweden  and  Denmark  have  declined  in  their 
confequence,  as  kingdoms  ;  but  the  fons  of  the  North 
do  not  feem  to  be  lefs  happy,  though  they  appear 
to  have  loft,  with  their  political  freedom,  their  ^- 
cient  fpirit  of  liberty  and  independency.  They  enjoy 
more  equally  the  means  of  a  comfortable  fubfiftence. 
Manufactures,  commerce,  and  agriculture,  have  made 
confiderable  progrefs  among  them  ;  and  we  may  lay  it 
down  as  a  general  maxim,  which  will  admit  of  f<w  ex- 
cept!on<:.  That  every  people,  taken  colleftively,  are 
happy  in  proportibn  to  their  induftry,  unlefs  their  con- 
dition is  altogether  fervile.  Nor  are  thefe  countries 
without  their  men  of  genius  and  fcience.  Sweden  in 
her  Linnieus,  who  has  arranged  the  animal  and  vege- 
table fyftcms,  and  difcriminated  the  genera  and  fpccies 
of  each,  with  all  the  accuracy  of  Ariftotle,  boafts  the 
honour  of  having  given  birth  to  the  moft  profound  na- 
tufalift  in  modern  times. 

Germany,  during  the  period  under  review,  has  per- 
haps undergone  Jcfs  change  than  any  other  country  of 
equal  extent,  notwithftanding  the  frequertt  wars  by 
which  it  has  been  Ihaken.  Thefe  wars,  by  keeping  up 
the  ancient  military  habits,  and  the  little  intercourfe  the 
body  of  the  people  have  with  ftrangers,  in  time  of  peace, 
by  rcafon  of  their  inland  fituation,  have  preferved  the 
general  manners  nearly  the  fame  as  at  the  dofc  of  the 

laft 
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PART  II.  laft  century  j  and  the  conftitution  of  the  empire  has  vu 
*^  '^-""^  ried  little  Tmce  the  peace  of  Weftphalia.  But  agricul- 
ture,  manufaftures,  and  the  mechanical  arts,  have  in 
tfie  courfe  of  the  prefent  century  made  great  progrcfe  in 
many  parts  of  Germany ;  efpecially  in  the  dominions  of 
his  Pruffian  majefty.  There  the  fciences  and  the  polite 
arts  alfo  have  flourilhed,  under  the  protcfHon  of  the  iU 
luftrious  Frederick,  at  once  the  model  of  all  that  is  ele- 
gant in  letters  or  great  in  arms ;  the  hero,  ftatefman,  hif- 
torian,  and  philofopher.  He  has  collcftcd  around  him 
learned  and  ingenious  men  of  all  countries,  whofe  liberal 
refearches  have  been  directed  to  the  moft  valuable  emL<;. 
And  the  generous  fpirit  of  the  prince  who  at  prefent  fills 
the  imperial  throne,  leaves  us  no  room  to  doubt  but  the 
court  of  Viemia,  long  diftinguifhed  by  its  magnificence, 
will  foon  be  as  poliihed  and  enlightened  as  that  of  Ber- 
lin, of  London,  or  Vcrfailles.  The  German  tongue  is 
already  adorned  with  works  of  imagination  and  fend- 
ment ;  and  the  writings  of  Gcfncr,  Klopftock,  and  other 
men  of  geniu?,  have  been  tranflated  into  moft  modem 
languages. 

The  Swifs,  fo  much  diftinguifhed  by  their  love  of 
liberty  and  of  their  country,  and  fo  long  accuftomed  to 
fell  their  blood  to  the  different  powers  of  Europe,  as 
other  nations  do  the  produce  of  their  foil ;  having  ferti- 
lized with  cultarc  their  barren  mountains,  and  acquired 
a  knowledge  of  the  neceffary  arts,  now  inftead  of  hiring 
thcmfelvcs  as  foldiers  to  ambitious  princes,  pK>ur  forth 
their  furplus  of  population  upon  more  wealthy  ftates  in 
ufeful  artificers  and  induftrious  manufacturers  j  and  pre- 
ferve  at  home  their  plain  and  fimple  manners,  with  their 
ancient  independency  and  military  character.  Happy 
without  wealth,  they  are  ftrangers  to  luxury.  Domeftic 
duties  among  them  fupply  the  place  of  public  amufc- 

ment^i 
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ments,  and  public  virtue  conceals  the  defects  in  their    I.etter. 

XXXVI, 

form  of  government  *. 

The  Sv/ifs  are  ftill  in  pofleflion  of  all  the  patriotic 
qualities  that  gave  birth  to  their  republic  :  while  ths 
Dutch,  formerly  no  lefs  zealous  in  the  caufe  of  free- 
■  dom ;  who  acquired  its  full  eftablifhment  by  greater 
and  more  vigorous  efforts,  and  exhibited  to  mankind 
for  a  century  the  moft  psrfeft  pi£ture  of  a  flourifh- 
ing  commonwealth,  are  now  become  degenerate  and 
bafe  y  dead  to  all  fenfe  of  a  public  ihterefl,  and  to 
every  generous  fentiment  of  the  foul.  The  luft  of 
gain  has  extinguiflied  among  them  the  fpirit  of  patrio- 
tifm,  the  love  of  glory,  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and 
even  the  fenfe  of  ftiame.  A  total  want  of  principle  pre- 
vails in  Holland.  Riches,  which  the  ftupid  pofTeflbrs  want 
tafte  to  convert  to  any  plcafurable  ufe,  are  equivalent, 
in  the  opinion  of  a  Dutchman,  to  all  the  talents  of  the 
mind,  and  all  the  virtues  of  the  heart.  Avarice  is  the 
only  paffion,  and  wealth  the  only  merit  in  the  United 
Provinces.  In  fuch  a  ftate,  a  fordid  and  fclfifti  hap- 
pinefs  may  be  found,  like  that  which  the  mifer  enjoys 
in  contemplating  his  hoard,  or  the  glutton  his  meal  j 
but  there  the  liberal  arts  cannot  thrive,  and  elegant 
manners  are  not  there  to  be  expedled. 

Italy  has  acquired  new  luftre  in  the  prefent  cen- 
tury from  the  fplendid  courts  of  Turin  and  Naples, 
where  arts  and  literature  have  been  encouraged.  If 
painting  and  architecture  have  continued  to  decline, 
mufic  and  poetry  have  greatly  flouriflicd  ia  this  claf- 
fical  country.  Metaftafio,  perhaps  inferior  to  none  of 
her  modern  bards,  has  perfefted  her  ferious  mufical 

«•  The  mod  flriking  feature  Id  the  political  charader  of  the 
people  of  Switzerlandi  is  that  fraternal  harmony  which  has  fo  long 
fubfifted,  not  only  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  cantons^ 
which  ar«  independent  of  each  other,  governed  by  different  laws,  and 
profels  differeat  relfgtont»  but  between  the  citizeas  of  different  rc- 
Ugioat  in  the  fiune  canton. 

Y  ou.  V.  H  h  drama. 
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^^ARTJU  drama.  This  drama,  diftinguiftied  from  the  old  Italiait^ 
opera,  and  from  the  mafque,  by  rejefting  marveHous  in- 
cidents and  allegorical  perfonages,  is  certainly  the  fincft 
vehicle  for  mufic  that  ever  was  invented  ;  as  the  airs  are 
all  fung  by  real  adlors,  ftrongly  agitated  by  die  paffions 
they  exprefs :  whereas  the  chorus  in  the  Greek  trage- 
dies, fo  much  celebrated  for  its  mpfical  cfFefts,  was  fung 
only  by  cool  obfervers. 

But  the  Italian  opera,  even  in  its  moft  perfcei  fiait^ 
has  been  repiefented  as  unnatural,  as  wfeU  as  fantaftical  j 
though,  I  think,  very  unjuftly.  All  our  fine  old  ballads, 
which  lo  exquifitely  paint  the  tender  paiHons^  arr  fup- 
pofed  to  be  fting  by  perfons  under  the  immediate  influ- 
ence of  thofc  paffions  ;  and  if  the  ftage  is  allowed  to  be 
a  picture  of  life,  there  can  be  nothing  unnatural  in  an 
a6tor's  imitating  on  it,  what  is  believed  to  have  hap- 
pened in  the  great  theatre  of  the  world.  In  order  how- 
ever to  do  as  little  violence  as  poffible  to  probabilityy 
Metaftafio  has  contrived  to  throw  chiefly  into  airs  or 
odes,  thofe  parts  of  his  mufieal  tragedies,  that  would 
otherwifc  evaporate  in  foliloquy  ;  in  fond  complainings, 
or  in  frantic  ravings.  The  lyric  mcafure  is  admirably 
adapted  to  the  language  of  [>a(lion  ;  and  furely  that  mind 
muft  be  very  unmufical,  which  would  prefer  fimple  ar- 
ticulation to  fuch  enchanting  melody,  as  generally  com- 
municates to  the  hcLU-t  the  foul-dillblving  airs  of  Mc- 
taflafio. 

The  ftate  of  Society  in  Spain  has  been  greatly  im* 
proved  under  the  prin-jes  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  The 
ladies  are  no  longer  excluded  from  company  by  an  illi- 
beral jealoufy.  The  intcrcourfe  of  the  fexes  becomes 
every  day  more  general  and  eafy.  A  tafte  for  agricul- 
ture, for  arts,  manufafturcs,  letters,  and  even  a  paffica 
for  arms  and  enterprife,  has  been  revived  among  the 
Spaniards^ 

A  8IMILAK 
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A  SIMILAR  tafte  is  faid  to  have  extended  itfelf  to  LETTBlt 
the  neighbouring  kingdom  of  Portugal,  fince  the  expul-  ^^^^|^ 
fion  of  the  Jefuits.  If  this  tafte  (hould  ripen  intoaphilo- 
(bphic  fpirit,  and'ljreak  the  fetters  of  ftiperftition^  we 
may  perhaps  behold  a  fi ngular  phenonlenon  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  nations  ;  a  great  people^  after  the  decline  of  em- 
pire and  the  corruption  o{  manners^  recovering  their 
former  confequence  and  chara6lcr.  Such  a  phenome- 
non would  efFe£luaIly  overturn  that  political  hypothefis^ 
chiefly  founded  on  (he  fate  of  the  Roman  empire,  That 
ftates  which  have  reached  their  litmoft  height,  like  the 
human  body,  muft  neceiBrily  tend  to  decay,  and  either 
experience  a  total  diflblution,  or  become  fo  infignifi^^ 
cant  as  to  excite  neither  envy  or  jealoufyk 

In  France,  as  I  have  already  had  occafion  to  fliew  J^ 
fociety  attained  its  higheft  polifti  before  theclofe  of  the 
laft  century*  But  the  misfortunes  which  clouded  the 
latter  years  of  Lewis  XIV.  threw  a  gloom  over  the 
manners  of  the  people,  and  a  myftical  religion  became 
fafhionable  at  court.  Madam  de  Maintenon  herfelf  was 
deeply  penetrated  with  this  religion^  as  was  the  cele- 
brated abbe  Fenelon^  afterward  archbifhop  of  Gambray^ 
preceptor  to  the  duke  of  Burgundy^  and  author  of  the  Ad- 
ventures of  lelcmachusj  one  of  the  fined  works  of  hu-« 
man  imagination,  l^he  fervour  fpread,  efpecially  among 
the  fofter  fcx  ;  and  Racine,  in  compliance  with  the 
prevailing  tafte,  wrote  tragedies  on  facred  fubjects, 
The  court,  however,  r^med  its  gaiety  under  the  re- 
gency of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  notwithftanding  the  ac- 
cumulated diftrejTcs  of  the  nation.  And  his  libertine 
example,  with  that  of  his  n:iniftcr,  the  cardinat  du  Bois^ 
introduced  a  total  corruption  of  maimers  j  a  grofs  fen-» 
fuality  thatfcorncd  die  veil  of  decency ;  an  unprincipled 
levity  that  treated  every  thing  facred  and  refpedlable 

3,  Part  II,  VoJ.  IV.  Lett.  ^IX. 
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PAHT  II.     vvith  elcrifion  ;  and  a  fpirit  of  diflipation,  which,  amid 
^  "^  "^     the  utmoft  poverty,  prevailed  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  reign  of  Lewis  XV. 

But  this  levity,  which  was  chiefly  confined  to  the 
court,  did  not  hinder  the  body  of  the  people  from  feri- 
oufly  attending  to  their  civil  and  religious  rights.  And 
their  firmnefs  in  maintaining  both  defervcs  to  be  parti- 
cularly noticed,  as  it  forms  one  of  the  moft  ftriking  ob- 
jcCls  in  the  View  of  Society,  during  the  prcfent  century. 

A  FURIOUS  difpute  between  the  Janfenifts  and  Je- 
fuits,  concerning  grace,  free-will,  and  other  abftracl 
points  in  theology,  had  diftravSed  France  in  the  bri'>htcft 
days  of  Lewis  XIV^.  Many  able  men  employed  their 
pens  on  both  fides.  But -die  Janfenifts,  fupported  by  the 
talents  of  a  Nicole,  an  Arnaud,  and  a  Pafcal,  had  evi- 
dently the  advantage  both  in  raillery  and  reafoning. 
The  controverfy,  however,  was  not  to  be  determined 
by  fuch  weapons.  The  Jefuits  were  fuppofed  to  be 
better  Catholics  j  and  as  the  confcicnce  of  the  king 
had  always  been  in  their  keeping,  the  leaders  of  the 
Janfenifts  were  pcrfeci'ted,  and  thrown  into  prifon,  or 
obliged  to  abandon  their  country.  The  Jefuits,  h\ 
order  to  complete  their  triumph,  and  the  ruin  of  their 
rdigious  antagonifts,  at  length  obtained  die  king's  con- 
fent  (through  the  influence  of  father  le  Tellier,  his 
confcftbr)  to  refer  the  difputed  points  to  the  decilionof 
the  pope,  llicy  accordingly  fent  to  Rome  one  hundred 
and  throe  propofitions  for  condemnation  5  and  the  Holy 
Office,  in  1713,  found  oue  hundred  and  one  of  thofe  to 
be  heretical. 

The  Bull  declaring  the  condemnation  of  the  opi- 
nions of  the  Janfenifts,  commonly  known  by  the  name 
of  Unigenitus,  from  the  word  with  which  it  begins 
inftcad  of  compofing  the  pious  difpute,  thww  all  France 

ioto 
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into  a  flame.  The  body  of  the  people,  the  parliaments,  l^^y^^ 
the  archbiftiop  of  Paris,  fifteen  other  prelatee,  and  many  j^^,,^,-,^ 
of  the  mofl:  refpcaable  among  the  inferior  clergy,  vio- 
lently oppofed  it,  as  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  ths 
Gallican  church,  and  of  the  laws  of  the  realm,  as  well 
as  an  infult  on  their  private  judgment.  But  the  king, 
who  was  wholly  governed  by  the  Jefoits,  and  fpurred 
on  to  violent  meafures  by  his  confclTor,  enforced  its  re- 
ception ;  and  the  whole  kingdom  was  foon  divided  into 
jticceptantszni  Ricufanis,  The  death  of  Lewis  XIV. 
putaftoptothedifpute.  And  the  duke  of  Orleans,  while 
regent,  ordered  the  pcrfccution  to  ceafc,  and  at  the  fame 
time  enjoined  the  recuCint  bifhops  to  accept  the  bull,  ac- 
companied with  certain  explications.  They  found  them- 
felves  under  the  neceffity  of  complying.  Even  the  good 
cardinal  de  Noailles,  archbifliop  of  Paris,  was  induced 
to  do  violence  to  his  fentiments,  in  1720,  for  the  fake 
of  peace. 

From  that  time  to  the  year  1750,  the  Bull  Unigeni- 
tus,  though  held  in  execration  by  the  people,  occafioned 
no  public  difturbance.  Then  it  was  refolved  by  the 
clergy  to  demand  confeffional  notes  of  dying  peifons  ; 
and  it  was  ordered  that  thofe  notes  fliould  be  ilgned  by 
priefts  adhering  to  the  bull,  without  which  no  viaticum, 
no  extreme  undlion,  could  be  obtained.  And  thefe  con* 
folatory  rites  were  refufed  without  pity  to  all  Recufants,  ' 

and  to  fuch  as  confefTed  to  Recufants.  The  new  arch- 
bifliop of  Paris  engaged  warmly  in  this  fcheme,  and  the 
parliament  no  lefs  warmly  in  the  caufe  of  the  people. 
Otherparliaments  followed  the  example  of  that  of  Paris ; 
and  all  clergymen,  who  refufed  to  adminifter  the  facra- 
ments  to  perfons  in  their  laft  moments,  were  thrown 
into  priion.  The  church  complained  of  the  interpofi- 
tion  of  the  civil  power  ;  and  Lewis  XV.  by  an  acl  of 
bis  abfolute  authority,  forbid  the  parliaments  to  take 
cognizance  of  fuch  matters. 

H  h  3  Th£sb 
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Part  ii.  Th£se  parliaments,  as  I  have  formerly  had  occafion 
to  obferve,  ai:e  only  the  fupremc  courts  gf  juftice,  not 
the  ftates  of  the  kingdom,  or  proper  legiflative  body : 
yet  have  they  continued,  fince  the  abolition  of  the  na- 
tional aflemblies,  to  be  the  faithful  gx^ardians  of  the 
rights  of  ^e  people,  and  to  check  the  defpotifm  of  the 
crown,  by  refufmg  to  regifter  its  oppreffive  edicls,  as 
well  as  by  rpmonftrating  againft  them^.  They  have 
frequently  interpofed  their  authority,  with  advantage,  in 
matters  of  religion. 

The  heads  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  which  has 
ever  flood  foremoft  irj  repreffing  both  regal  and  ccclefi- 
aftical  tyranny,  therefore  took  the  liberty,  on  this  occa-: 
fion,  to  remind  the  king,  That  their  privileges,  and  the 
|luty  of  their  ftation,  obliged  them  to  do  jufticc  on  all 
delinquents.  They  accordingly  continued  in  the  excrr 
cife  of  their  feveral  fundlions,  without  regard  to  the 
king's  prohibition,  and  had  ailually  commenced  a  pro- 
fecution  againft  the  bifhop  of  Orleans,  when  they  re- 
ceived from  Verfailles  a  Letter  de^achet^  accompanied 
by  Letters  Patent,  which  they  were  ordered  to  regifter^ 
commanding  them  to  fufpend  all  profecutions  relative  to 
the  refufal  of  the  facraments.  Inftcad  of  obeying  thefe 
orders,  the  different  tribunals  of  the  parliament  prefent- 
ed  new  remonftrances  ;  and  being  referred  for  anfwers 
to  the  king's  former  declarations,  they  had  the  fpirit  to 

4.  No  royp.i  e<li<5l  can  hayc  the  force  of  a  law,  iirtil  rc^riHcred  iq 
parliament;  and  altJiough  the  French  parliaments  caiinot  aUoluleiy 
icfufc  to  rc^^iiUT  futh  edicls,  if  th»;  royal  authority  be  exerted  in  all 
it»  fulhiefa,  tliat  is  to  fay,  when  the  king  holds  pcrlonaily  in  parlia- 
n.cnt  what  is  called  a  Bedofjufihc ;  yet  they  may,  even  in  that  cafe, 
fufpend  the  rcgiftry  fomc  time,  and  hkewifc  rcmonftratc  againft  the 
cdid  itfclf.  Thefc  remonftrances,  and  their  beneficial  cffcds,  have 
dcfcrvcdly  gained  the  French  paili^menU  ^thc  hi^heft  vcacratioa 
aniung  tlic  pc^Ic* 
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refolve,  "  That  whereas  certain  evil-minded  perfons  LETTER 
^'  have  prevented  truth  from  reaching  the  tlirone,  the 
**  chambers  remain  aflemblcd,  and  all  other  bufmefs  mud 
"  be  fufpended."  The  king,  by  frcfti  Letters  Patent,  re-^ 
newed  his  orders,  and  commanded  the  parliament  to 
proceed  to  bufmefs ;  but  all  the  chambers,  far  from 
complying,  came  to  another  refolution  more  bold  thaa 
the  former,  importing,  That  they  could  not  obey  thi$ 
injundlion  witliout  violating  their  duty  and  their  oath. 

Matters  being  thus  brought  to  extremity,  the  king 
banifhed,  to  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  in  1753,  the 
members  of  all  the  chambers  of  the  parliament,  except 
thofe  of  the  Great  Chamber  ;  and  they,  proving  no  more 
compliant  than  their  brethren,  alfo  were  baniflicd.  New 
difficulties  and  difputes  enfucd.     In  order  to  prevent  ai| 
entire  flop  being  put  to  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  by 
this  violent  mcafure,  Lewis  XV.  eftablifhed  by  his  Let^ 
eers  Patent,  what  was  called  a  Royal  Chamber^  for  the 
profecution  of  fuits  civil  and  criminal.     But  the  Letters 
Patent,  conftituting  that  new  court,  ought  to  have  been 
regiftpred  by  the  parliament  of  Paris,  which  had  no 
longer  an  cxiftencc.     To  remedy  this  difficulty,  appli^ 
cation  was  made  to  the  inferior  court  of  the  Chatclet, 
which  refufed  to  regifter  the  letters  in  queftion,  even 
^ftcr  one  of  its  members  had  been  committed  to  th^ 
Baftile,  and  another  obliged  to  abfcond.     Intimidated, 
however,  by  fuch  a  bold  exertion  of  defpotic  power,  th^ 
remaining  members  allowed  the  king's  officers  to  enter 
the  Letters  Patent  in  their  regifter.     But  they  fought 
proper,  on  more  mature  deliberation,  to  retire  from  bu-» 
(incfs,  leaving  an  arret  on  the  table  cxpreffing  their  re;^« 
fons  for  fo  doing. 

The  Royal  Chamber  was  now  the  only  court  of  law 
ilj  Paris.     The  judges  affembled,  but  they  could  fi;id  no 
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yART  II.  advocates  to  plead.  They  were  held  in  univerfal  con- 
tempt, and  the  whole  kingdom  was  Riled  with  fticha 
total  fuppreffion  of  juftice,  as  threatened  anarchy  and 
confufion.  Meanwhile  the  clergy  feemed  to  enjoy  their 
vidlory  amid  the  public  diforder,  and  entered  into  aflb- 
ciations  for  the  fupport  of  their  authority.  But  the 
king  ceafed  to  countenance  them.  At  length  become 
fenfible  of  their  pride  and  obftinacy,  as  well  as  of  die 
evils  it  had  occafioncd,  he  exhorted  them  to  more  mo- 
deration. He  alfo  recalled  the  parliament^  which  re- 
turned in  triumph  to  Paris,  in  1754,  amid  the  acclama- 
tions of  the  people,  who  celebrated  the  event  with  Ac 
moft  extravagant  demonftrations  of  joy.  And  the  arch* 
bifliop,  who  continued  to  encourage  the  priefts  in  re* 
fufing  the  facraments,  was  banifhed  to  his  (eat  at  Con- 
flans.  The  bifhops  of  Orleans  and  Troycs  were,  in 
like  II^ulner,  baniihed  to  their  country  feats. 

'  A  TEMPORARY  quiet  was  by  thefe  means  produced; 

but  it  proved  only  a  calm  before  a  more  violent  ftonn. 
The  archbiftiop  of  Paris,  in  retirement,  continued  bis 
intrigues.  He  was  baniflied  to  a  greater  diftance  from 
court.  But  the  difpute  in  regard  to  the  bull  Unigcnitus, 
which  he  had  revived,  did  not  fubfide.  The  clergy  per- 
fifted  in  rcfufing  the  facraments,  and  the  civil  power  in 
profecuting  them  for  fuch  refufal ;  fo  that  nothing  was 
more  common  in  thofe  diftra£tcd  times,  than  to  fee  the 
communion  adminjftered  by  an  ^ret  of  parliament  / 

The  king,  a  fecond  time  drawn  over  to  the  ecclefiafti- 
cal  fide  of  the  quclHon,  referred  the  difpute  to  the  pope, 
Benedid  XIV,  though  a  mild  and  moderate  man,  could 
not  retradl  a  conftitution  regarded  as  a  law  of  the 
church  :  he  therefore  declared,  in  a  circular  letter  or 
^rief,  to  all  the  bifhops  of  France,  That  the  bull  Unige- 
liitifs  muft  be  acknowledged  as  an  univerfal  lawag.unf^ 

whicA 
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which  none  could  make  refiflraicc  "  without  endanger-     ^^JJ^^ 
ing  their  eternal  falvation.'*  u>>v- i^ 

The  parliament  of  Paris,  confidering  this  brief  as  a 
direft  attack  upon  the  'rights  of  the  Gallican  church, 
fupprefled  it  by  an  arret  or  decree.  The  king,  enraged 
at  their  boldncfs,  as  well  as  at  their  refufal  to  regifter 
certain  opreflive  taxes,  refolvcd  toholdabedof  Juftice. 
He  accordingly  went  to  the  parliament  on  the  13th  day 
of  November,  in  the  year  1756,  attended  by  the  whole 
body  of  his  guards,  amounting  to  ten  thoufand  men,  and 
ordered  an  edict  to  be  read,  by  which  he  fupprefled  the 
fourth  and  fifth  Chambers  of  Inquefts,  the  members  of 
vAich  had  been  moft  firm  in  oppofing  the  brief.  He  then 
commanded  that  the  bull  Unij^enitusfliould  berefpeiled, 
and  prohibited  the  fecular  judges  from  ordering  the  admi- 
niftration  of  the  facraments.  And  he  concluded  wth  de- 
claring, that  he  would  be  obeyed  !  —Fifteen  counfellors 
of  the  great  chamber  lodged  their  refignation  at  the 
office  next  day.  One  hundred  and  twenty-four  n. em- 
bers of  the  different  courts  of  parliament  followed  their 
example,  and  univerfal  murmurings  prevailed  in  the 
city  and  throughout  the  kingdom. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  murmurings,  the  defperate  fa- 
natic Francis  Dam  ion,  (tabbed  the  king  in  the  manner 
already  related  ;  not,  as  he  declared,  with  an  intention 
of  killing  his  fovereign,  but  only  of  wounding  him,  that 
God  might  touch  his  heart,  and  incline  him  to  order  the 
adminiftration  of  the  facraments  at  the  time  of  death  :  — 
What  efi'ect  this  declaration  had  upon  the  mind  of 
Lewis  XV.  it  is  impoffible  to  fay  ;  but  it  is  certain  he 
a  fecond  time  banilhed  the  archbifhop  of  Paris,  who 
had  been  recalled,  and  found  it  expedient  to  accommo- 
date matters  with  the  parliament,  which  again  proceed- 
ed to  bufinefs, 

I5vT 
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But  At  grand  triumph  of  the  Fmidi  pariiameim 
was  to  come.    The  Jefuits,  the  chief  iufiporters  of  tke 

fcuil  Uiu/,cnitu'^  h.ivir^  rrr^K  uti  ntv:;ni..-lvcsunivcrlally 
odious  by  their  fhstrc  in  the  caiifpiracy  agairOft  the  life  of 
the  king  of  Poriujai^  fell  in  France  under  the  liifh  of 
the  civtl  power,  forrcrtjitn  fr:iuJiil'riit  mercantile  tranH 
ai5\toni^«     'I'hcy  rcfuf^:d  to  (lifchar;>c  the  debts  of  one  of 
tJiclr  body,  who  huii  become  bankrupt  for  a  large  fun^ 
and  who  ^vas  (appofcd  to  ait  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whoU  fociny.     Ai  a  monV,  indeed,  he  muft  neceflvOv 
dfo  fo.     The  parUanunt:!  ragerly  fcizcd  an  opporti|ninr 
of  hum  W 1  ng  the!  r  fpl  r  i  ti  i  a  1  c  lie  ni  i  es  >     T  he  Jefuits  ww 
every  where  cltvd  bcf*^re  tliofc  high  trlhanalSy  in  ij^&f, 
and  ordered  ttJ  do  juftice  to  their  creditors.     TK*^ 
feccnod  to  acquicfce  in  the  dtclfion,  but  delayed  pay- 
in  en  t  under  various  pretence*,     New  fuits  were  com- 
menced againft  them>  in  1762,  on  accotmt  of  the  perm- 
c  lous  tendency  of  their  writing* ,     I  n  the  courfe  of  dwfc 
proceedings^  which  the  kijig  endeavoured  in  vain  to  ftay, 
they  wurc  compelled  to  protlucc  their  Institute  ;  of 
the-  rules  of  their  order,  hitherto  rtudioufly  concealed. 
That  inyflerious  vohimc,  which  was  found  to  contain 
maxims  fubverfivc  of  all  civil  government,  and  even  of 
the  fundamental  principles  of  morals,  completed  their 
ruin.     All  their  colleges  were  Tcized,  all  their  effetfts 
confifcated  j  and  the  king,  afhamed  or  afraid  to  pro-r 
tecl  them,  not  only  rcfigned  them  to  their  fate,  but  fi- 
nally expelled,  them  the  kingdom,  by  a  folcmn  cdiJt,  1 
and  utterly  aboliftied  the  order  of  Jefus  in  France. 

Elated  with  this  victory  over  ecclefiaftical  tyranny, 
jhe  French  parliaments  attempted  to  fet  bounds  to  the 
ibfolutc  power  of  the  crown,  and  fecmed  determined  to 
confine  it  within  the  limits  of  law.  Not  fatisfied  wth 
refufmg,  as  ufnal,  to  regifter  certain  opprcffive  cd\6\s^ 
pr  witii  rcmonflrating  againft  them,  they  Ordered  crit 
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minal  profecutions  to  be  commenced againft  the  gover-  LETTER 
nors  of  feveral  provinces,  a£ling  in  tne  king's  name, 
who  had  enforced  the  regiftration  of  thofe  edicts.  But  I 
muft  not  here  enter  upon  this  fubjedt,  which  is  inti- 
mately  connected  with  the  body  of  hiftory,  and  would 
icad  us  far  into  the  affairs  of  latter  times. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  diforders,  and  the  regal 
and  fpiritual  difpofition  that  occafioned  them,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  improvement,  and  the  enlargement  of  the  hu- 
man mind,  has  been  very  confiderable  in  France,  during 
the  prefcnt  century.     If  poetry,  painting,  mufic,  fculp- 
Jure,  and  architecture,  (hould  be  allowed  to  have  at- 
tained their  height  in  that  kingdom  under  the  reign  of 
Lewis  XIV.  they  have  not  fmce  greatly  declined,  and 
many  arts,  both  ufcful  and  ornamental,  have  been  in-r 
vented  or  improved  ;  particularly  the  art  of  engraving 
jn  copper,  which  has  been  carried  to  fuch  a"  degree  of 
perfedtion  as  to  rival  painting  itfelf;  of  making  porce-» 
jain,  plate-glafs,  fine-paper,  and  paper-toys;  and  of 
counterfeiting  in  pafte,  fo  ingenioufly  as  to  deceive  the 
niceft  eye,  at  a  little  diftance,  the  diamond,  the  pearl, 
and  all  forts  of  gems.     The  weaving  of  filk  has  been 
rendered  more  facile,  while  its  culture  has  been  extend- 
ed ;  and  a  culture  of  ftill  more  importance  to  focietyj 
^at  of  corn. 

M.  Du  Hamel,  a  member  of  the  French  academy, 
by  philofophically  inveftigating  the  principles  of  hufban- 
dry,  has  made  it  a  falhionable  ftudy,  and  introduced  a 
tafte  for  agriculture,  which  has  already  been  attended 
with  the  moft  beneficial  effects.  Nor  is  that  worthy 
citizen  the  only  man  of  learning  in  France,  who  has 
turned  the  eye  of  philofophy  from  mind  to  matter,  and 
from  the  ftudy  of  the  heavens  to  the  inveftigation  of 
jjuman  affairs.    This  rational  turn  of  thinking  par* 

ticularly 
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i    _  I^^^    ticularly  diftinguiflies  French  literature  under  the  reign 
of  Lewis  XV. 

At  the  head  of  the  philofophers  of  Reasok,  of  rfw 
iiiftruclors  of  their  fpecies  in  what  concerns  their  moft 
important  intercft?,  we  muft  place  the  baron  de  Mon- 
tefquieu.  That  penetrating  genius,  who  may  be  termed 
the  Legislator  of  Man,  by  difcovcring  the  htent 
fprings  of  government  — its  moving  principle,  under  all 
its  different  forms,  and  the  fp'tr it  of  laws  in  each,  has 
given  to  political  reafoning  a  degree  of  certainty,  of 
which  it  was  not  thought  capable.  His  countryman 
Helvetius,  alfo  endowed  with  a  truly  philofophicalgc 
nius,  has  attempted  to  introduce  the  fame  degree  of 
certainty  into  moral  and  metaphyfical  reafoning,  though 
not  with  equal  fuccefs. 

HeItVEtius  fyftematical  to  a  fault,  but  eccentric 
even  in  fyftcm,  employs  in  vain  his  fine  talents  to  con- 
vince mankind,  That  they  are  all  born  with  equal  capa- 
city, or  aptitude  to  receive  and  retain  idea?,  and  that  all 
their  virtues  and  talents,  as  well  as  to  the  different  degree 
in  which  they  poflefs  them,  are  merely  the  effccls  of 
education,  and  other  external  circumflanccs.  But  his 
zealous  endeavours  to  deftroy  the  hydra  prejudice,  by 
contralHng  the  mutual  contempt  of  nations,  the  hatred 
of  religions,  and  the  fcorn  of  different  clailes  in  the  fame 
kingdom  for  each  other,  muft  tend  to  humble  pride  and 
foftcn  animofities.  Nor  can  his  generous  efforts  to  rd- 
cure  virtue  from  the  hand?  of  Jefuiticalcafuifls,  andcon- 
nect  it  intimately  with  government,  by  fixing  it  on  the 
folid  bafis  of  public  good,  fail  to  benefit  foci ety  ;  cr 
his  ingenuity  in  tracing  the  motives  of  human  action, 
and  in  demonftrating  the  influence  of  phyfical  caufcs 
upon  the  moral  condudl  of  man,  to  be  of  ufe  to  poets, 
hiftoriansj  and  Icgiflators* 

While 
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WniLr.  Mcntefquieu  and  Helvctius  were  thus  con-  LETTKR 
templating  the  political  and  moral  world,  and  invcftigat- 
ing  the  powers  and  principles  of  man,  as  a  mcmler  of 
fociety,  with  the  efFe£l  of  government  and  laws  upon  the 
human  character,  BufFon  was  employed  in  furvc)in2  the 
natural  world  ;  in  examining  the  fccrct  cells  of  genera- 
tion, animal  inftinft,  and  animal  life,  in  all  their  gra- 
datiojis,  from  a  fnail  and  the  fhell-fiih  up  to  man ; 
the  organization  of  the  human  frame,  the  original  im- 
perfecliton  of  the  fcnfcs,  and  the  means  by  which 
they  are  i^erfe^led  ;  all  accompanied  with  fuch  j  uiT:  and 
fublime  reflections,  as  leave  the  mind  equally  aftoniflieJ 
at  the  vigour  of  his  genius  and  the  extent  of  his  know- 
ledge. 

"  Much  has  been  Written  in  this  age,"  fays  Vol- 
taire, "  but  genius  belonged  to  the  laft."     Had  no  other 
man  of  genius  appeared,  he  himfelf  would  have  fur- 
nifticd  proof  of  the  falfity  of  this  aflertion,  and  in^morc 
departments  than  one.  _  If  the  Henriad  is  inferior  to 
the  Iliad,  it  is  at  leaft  the  fineft  poem  of  t'i :  epic  kind 
that  France  has  hitherto  produced.     The  Zara,  the  Al- 
zira,  the  Merope,  are  equal  in  diftion  and  pathos  to 
any  tragedy  of  Racine ;  and  the  Mahomet  is,  beyond 
comparifon,  fuperior  to  the  femous  Cinna  of  Corneille. 
Voltaire    pofTefled  a  more  comprchenfive   range  of 
thought  than  either  of  thofe  writers  5  and  that  he  ac- 
quired by  his  application  to  hiftory  and  philofophy. 
His  phiiOfophical  pieces  are  generally  too  free,  and 
often  of  a  pernicious  tendency  in  a  Chriftian  com- 
munity ;  yet  have  they  ferved  to  promote  inquiry,  and 
to  enlighten  the  human  underftanding.     His  Age  of 
Lewis  XIV.  his  Hiftory  of  Ruffia,  and  of  Charles  XII. 
of  Sweden,  are  models  of  elegant  compofition  and  jufl; 
thinking.     A  love  of  fmgularity  has  disfigured  his  Ge- 
jieriil  Hiftory  with  J|iany  impertinences  ;  yet  will  the 

ftamjna 
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PART  II.  ftamini  remain  an  eternal  monument  of  tafte,  genius, 
andfound  judgment,  Hefirftconnedled,  with  the  chain 
of  political  and  military  events,  the  progrefe  of  litera- 
ture, of  arts,  and  of  manners. 

France  produced  many  other  men  of  genius,  dur- 
ing the  period  under  review.  But  it  is  not  my  purpofc 
to  fpeak  of  men  of  genius  merely  as  fuch,  otherwife  I 
fliould  dwell  with  particular  pleafure  on  the  beautifiJ 
extravagancies  of  RoufTeau,  and  endeavour  to  eftimatc 
the  merit  of  his  wonderful  romance  : — I  mention  thepi 
only  as  comieSed  with  the  progrefs  of  fociety.  In  this 
line  I  am  happy  to  name  D'Alembert  aud  Diderot ;  to 
whom  French  literature  is  indebted  for  many  truly  claf* 
fical  productions,  and  the  whole  literary  world  for  that 
treafurc  of  univerfal  fcience,  the  Encyclopedic*, 

MarmontEl,  who  contributed  liberally  toward 
that  great  work,  has  farther  enriched  the  literature  of 
his  country  by  a  new  fpecies  of  fiftion,  in  his  enchanting 
Contes  Moraux.  More  philofophical  than  the  common 
novel,  and  lefs  prolix  than  the  romance,  they  combine 
inftruftion  and  amufement  in  a  manner  perhaps  fupe- 
rior  to  every  other  fpecies  of  fancifiJ  compofition.  Nor 
muft  I,  in  fpeaking  of  the  improvers  of  French  litera- 
ture, omit  the  two  Crebillons.  The  father  has  given  lo 
tragedy  a  force  of  charader  not  found  in  Comeille  or 
Voltaire  ;  and  the  romances  of  the  fon  are  captivating 
but  dangerous  productions,  in  a  new  tafte.  This  fpor- 
tive  and  elegant  mode  of  writing,  with  all  its  levities, 
digreflions,  and  libertine  difplay  of  fentiment,  has  been 
happily  imitated  in  England,  by  the  celebrated  author  ot 
Trljlram  Shandy^  commonly  fuppofed  to  be  original  in 
his  manner.  Even  the  idea  of  the  much  admired  Advert' 
turcs  of  a  Guinea  is  borrowed  from  the  Sopha  of  the 
younger  Crebilloa* 
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We  muft  now,  my  dear  Philip,  turn  our  eyes  imme- 
diately toward  our  own  illand.  Here  arts,  manners,  and 
i  iteraturc,  have  made  great  progrcfs  fincc  the  glorious 
sera  of  the  Revolution  ;  when  our  civil  and  i-digious 
•ights  were  fully  eftabliflicd,  and  our  conftltution  more 
equally  balanced.  This  fortunate  event,  which  diverted 
the  mind  from  trifling  objects,  introduced  a  palHon  for 
political  reafoning.  And  the  auftcre  character  of  Wil- 
liam, with  the  exemplary  diportmcnt  of  Mary,  gave  a 
check  to  the  licentious  manners  of  the  court,  which  had 
grievoufly  offended  the  virtuous  part  of  the  nation,  dur- 
ing the  two  preceding  reigns.  Under  the  reign  of  Wil- 
liam, Locke  wrote  his  Effay  on  GGvcrnmcnt^  and  Swii> 
his  Talc  of  a  Tub.  Thefc  are  two  of  tlie  moft  excellent  * 
profe  compofitions  in  our  language,  whether  we  confidcr 
the  ftyle  or  matter;  the  former  an  example  ofclofe 
manly  reafoning,  carrying  conviction  to  the  heart,  the 
latter  of  the  irrcfiftible  force  of  ridicule,  when  fuppor  ted 
by  vVit,  humour,  and  falirc. 

But  as  William,  though  a  poweiful  prince,  and  tlie 
prime  mover  of  ihe  political  machine  of  Europe,  was  re- 
garded in  England,  by  one  half  of  the  nation,  as  only  the 
head  of  a  faction,  many  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  kept 
at  a  diftance  from  court ;  fo  that  the  advance  of  tafte 
and  politenefb  was  very  inconfiderablc,  till  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne.     Then  the  fplendour  of  heroic  actions 
called  off,  for  a  time,  the  attention  of  all  parties  from 
political  difputcs,  to  contemplate  the  glory  of  their 
country.     Then  appeared  a  crowd  of  great  men,  whoTe 
characters  are  well  known,  and  whofe  names  are  fami- 
liar to  every  ear.     Then  were   difplayed  the  ftroiig 
talents    and   elegant  accomplifhments   of  a   Malbo-. 
rough,  a  Godolphin,  a  Somers,  a  Harlcy,  and  a  St  John, 
Then  fubfifted  in  full  force  that  natural  connexion  be- 
tween the  learned  and  the  great,  by  which  the  latter 

ne\cr 
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pARTg>  never  fail  to  be  gainers.  Swift,  Addifon^  Ccogreve^ 
Howe,  Steely  Vanburgh,  Prior,  Pope,  andl  bcfacr  mat 
of -genius  in  that  age,  not  only  enjoyed  the  fiiendSlip 
and  familiarity  of  the  principal  perfons  in  power,  hrt 
moft  of  them  in  early  life  obtained  places  in  (bme  of 
the  Icfs  burthenfome  departments  of  go  v^mmeht^  ^Mdk 
put  it  in  their  power  to  pafi  the  reft  of  llieir  dbjsa 
eafe  and  independency  '• 

Thus  raifed  torefpeS,  above  the  necefStyoTwiitiif 
for  bread,  and  enabled  to  follow  their  particular  vcil^ 
feveral  of  thofe  men  of  genius  united  their  talents,  ii 
/umifiiing  the  public  with  a  daily  paper,  under  AcMme 
of  the  Spectator  ;  which,  by  combating,  vn6x  ndm 
and  raillery,  the  fiiults  in  compofttion  and  the  iaafao* 
prieticS  in  bdiaviour,  as  vrell  as  the  reigning  vices  aal 
fellies,  had  a  wonderful  ttkSt  upon  the  taftv  and  ana- 
ners  of  the  nation.  It  contributed  gready  to  polifli  anl  ' 
improve  both. 

Such  a  monitor  was  indeed  much  wanted.    The  co- 
medies of  Vanburgh,  fojuftly  admired  for  Aeir  genuine 

7.  'l*he  man  who,  roU-ng  in  richer,  could  make  the  foUowiof  qb- 
freling  remark,  dcfcrvc§  no  mercy  from  the  candtdatet  for  literarf 
merit,  none  from  the  profecutort  of  the  elegant  arti — firum  the 
poet  or  the  painter,  whatever  admiration  he  nuy  profcis  for  ihar 
labours :  *'  fV^ant  0/  proUci'n*H  it  the  a/t^fogy  for  want  of 
•*  poet  or  a  painter  may  want  an  eqirpage  or  a  Tilhi,  hj  ^ 
'*  protedliaii ;  they  can  always  afford  to  buy  ink  and  paper, 
«•  and  pencils."  fAm^dotes  of  J*aUttftg  in  Em-laud^  ▼ol.  I-  fnf, 
p  rii )  But  wh  )  is  to  afford  them  a  fuhfillcnce,  till  they  can  finift 
any  injTf  nitiiit  wnrV  ?— And  what  is  fubfiacncc,  without  eocoonso* 
nent  ?  with<»ut  the  unm  rnng  ho|MJ8  of  fame  ?  which  in  moft  mm^ 
require  the  follering  hand  of  patronage,  or  prote^ion.  Hence  the 
more  juft  and  r  tiefous  fcntimcnt  of  Gray,  in  fpcakxDg  of  oUoR 
and  Acgleded  bards. 


«  Chih  penury  rcprefsM  their  noble  rage, 
f*  And  froze  the  genial  current  of  the  fouL" 
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kttmoiif  and  eafe  of  dialogue,  ar€  fliockingly  licentious;  ^YxiV^ 
«iid  the  principal  charaAers  in  the  greater  part  of  Con- 
greve's  pieces,  where  wit  fparkles  with  unborrowed 
brilliancy,  are  fo  libertine  or  proftitute,  as  to  put  virtue 
and  decency  utterly  out  of  countenance.  Even  the  laft 
pieces  of  Dryden,  then  confidered  as  models  of  elegance^ 
are  by  no  means  fufSciendy  delicate  in  fentiment.  Like 
aU  the  authors  formed  under  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  he 
ftill  reprefents  love  as  an  appetite  rather  dian  a  paffion. 
His  celebrated  tale  of  Slgijmonda  and  Gutfcardo^  the 
moft  pathetic  of  all  his  fables,  is  not  free  from  this 
fault. 

**  Thy  little  care  to  mend  my  widowM  nights^'* 
fiiys  Sigtfmionda  to  her  father, 
■*  Hal  ForcM  me  to  recourfe  of  marriage  rices, 
^  To  fill  an  empty  fide,  and  follow  known  delights* 
•*  Nor  need*(l  thou  by  thy  daughter  to  be  told, 
«<  Though  now  thy  fprightly  blood  with  age  be  cold-« 
*«  Thou  hall  been  young,  and  can'ft  remember  ftill, 
'«  That  when  thou  had'j^  the  power,  thou  had'ft  the  will; 
**  And  from  the  pad  experience  of  chy  fires,  ^ 

M  Can^fl  tell  with  what  a  tide  our  firong  defires  > 

••  Come  rulhing  on  in  youth,and  what  their  rage  requires."  * 

This  may  all  be  very  natural  in  the  abftracl.  Wo- 
men of  certain  complexions,  the  flaves  of  animal  appe« 
titc,  may  be  under  the  tryanny  of  fuch  defires  ;  but  they 
are  furely  not  common  to  the  fek :  and  we  fympathizc  as 
little  with  thofe  ravenous  and  inordinate paiHons,  as  we  do 
with  an  immoderate  call  for  food.  In  the  mouth  of  fo  ac- 
compliflied  a  prince^  as  Sigifmonda,  fuch  grofs  fenti- 
ments  can  only  excite  difguft.  They  are  alike  unfuit- 
able  to  her  charader,  her  condition,  and  her  enthufiaflic 
paifion  '•     Dryden  knew  nothing  of'  the  female  heart, 

and 

?.  The  extraTagant  pnifc  lately  paid  to  this  Tale,  by  i  popular 

cri'i',  has  led  me  to  be  chat particuUr,  in  o/dcr  to  prevent  an  iiidil^ 

V6L.  V.  I  i  criminate 
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PART  II.  aAd  little  of  the  heart  of  man.  Having  no  feaf3»ilit]f 
himfelf,  he  wanted  that  fympathetic  chords  which  alone 
could  condufi  him  to  the  bofoms  of  others,  and  cfiable 
him  to  raife  correfpondent  emotions  '• 

Prior's  Henry  and  Emma  is  the  firft  poem  of  any 
length  in  our  language,  in  which  love  is  treated  wiA 
becoming  delicacy ;  if  we  except  thofe  of  the  epic  and 
dramatic  kind,  by  Spenfer,  Shakfpeare,  and  Miltpo.  I 
cannot  forbear  quoting  the  following  lines^  though  per- 
haps inferior  in  poetical  merit,  as  a  contraft  to  the  fen- 
timents  of  Sigifmonda.   Emma  fpeaks. 

<<  When  from  the  cave  thou  rifeft  with  the  day, 

<*  To  bf  at  the  woods  acd  roufe  the  bounding  pity, 

**  The  cave  with  modi  and  branches  1*11  adorn, 

*•  And  chearful  fit  to  wait  my  lord's  retom«  ** 

*<  With  humble  duty  and  officious  hafie, 

•*  ril  cull  the  farthefl  mead  for  thy  rcpaft ; 

«•  The  choiceft  herbs  I  to  thy  board  will  brings, 

"  And  draw  thee  water  from  the  frefhefl  fpring^. 

**•  My  thoughts  dull  fix,  my  lateil  wiH)  depend 

•*  On  Thee,  guide,  guardian,  kinfman,  father,  friend! 

**  By  all  thcfc  facred  namts  be  Henry  known 

«'  To  Emma's  heart ;  and  grateful  let  him  own, 

*'  That  flic,  of  all  mankind,  could  lofe  but  him  alone,* 

eliminate  admiration,  raifed  by  the  magic   of  verfe,  and  fapportiA 
by  fuch  high  authority^  from  corrupting  the  tafte  and  the  morabof 

youth. 

9.  A  (Ironger  proof  of  this  aflertion  cannot  poffibly  be  giTcn  thai 
in  the  forrovv  of  Sigifmonda  over  the  h^art  of  her  beloved  hulbaodi 
which,  inflead  of  drawing  tears  of  compaffion  down  the  mod  cAdvitt 
cheek,  as  might  have  been  cxpe^ed,  muft  fiil  every  reader  of  tili 
andfentiment  with  contempt.  The  heart  was  in  a  cup. 
— — "  Though  once  I  meant  to  meet 


**  My  fate  with  face  unmoVd,  and  eyes  onwet ; 

**  Yet  fince  I  have  Thee  here  in  narrtrw  revw, 

«*  My  tears  ihall  fct  Thee  firft  afloat  within  thy  tomb! 
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To  Prior  we  are  alfo  indebted  for  the  art  of  telling  ^^[Jy^ 
%  gay  ftorjr  widi  eafe,  grace,  and  levity.  He  is  the  firft 
Eo^ifli  poet  who  has  united  elegance  and  corrednefst 
His  jflma  is  a  delightftil  performance  of  the  burlefqne 
kind;  and  his  Solomorii  though  ibmewhat  tedious  for 
want  of  incident^  has  great  and  various  merit.  It  is  a 
fehool  of  wifilom>  and  a  banquet  of  intelledual  pleafure* 

Our  polite  literature,  in  all  its  branches,  now  tended 
Eift  towards  perfe£tion.  Steel  freed  Englifli  comedy 
from  the  licentioufnefs  of  former  writers.  If  he  has 
not  all  die  wit  of  Congreve,  or  the  humour  of  Van«> 
burgh,  he  is  more  chafte  and  natural  than  either.  He 
knew  life  well,  and  has  given  us  in  his  comedies,  as  weH 
as  in  his  numerous  papers  in  the  Tatler  and  Spe£hitor, 
fl^fer  juft  and  lively  pastures  of  the  maimers  of  diat  age 
of  half  refinement. 

Rows,  in  like  manner,  purified  our  tragic  poetry, 

by  excluding  from  his  beft  pieces  all  grofsly  fenfual  de-* 

Icriptions,  as  well  as  impious  and  indelicate  cxprefSons. 

Tliough  intimately  acquainted   with  the  beft  models, 

both  ancient  and  modern,  he  may  be  deemed  an  origin 

ml  writer.     His  plots  and  his  fentiments  are  chiefly  his 

own.  If  he  paints  the  paflions  with  le(s  force  and  truth 

than  Shakfpeare  or  Otway,  he  is  free  from  the  barba- 

rifin  of  the  one,  and  die  licendoufnefs  of  the  other :  and 

liis  tragedies  abound  with  fo  many  noble  and  generous 

fcndments,  introduced  without  any  flagrant  violadon  of 

ifae  propriety  of  charader  or^the  verifimilitude  of  nature^ 

d)at  diey  condnue  to  give  pleafure,  after  half  a  century, 

equally  in  the  clofet  and  on  the  ftage.    This  favourable 

lecepdon  proceeds  pardy  finom  what  has  been  confl-* 

dered  as  his  greateft  fault :  he  is  never  fublime  in  the 

kigheft  degree,  or  pathedc  in  the  extreme,  but  always 

lender,  imereftingi  and  elevating.  Terror  and  pity,  the 

I  i  2  two 
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PART  II.  two  Arobbing  pulfes  of  tragedy,  are  got  carried,  in  & 
'-^^^■^  compofitions,  to  a  padnfiil  cxcds.  His  language  is  ric^ 
and  his  verfification  is  eafy  and  flowing  ;  but  it  wants 
vigour.  Like  moft  of  our  dramatic  writers,  he  frequendjr 
violates  not  only  the  critical,  but  the  rational  unities  of 
time  and  place,  and  to  the  great  injury  of  the  gcnod 
efFe£t  of  every  piece  in  which  fuch  liberty  is  taken. 
I  have  already  had  occafion  to  explain  myfelf  on  diis 
fubje£l  in  fpeaking  of  the  plays  of  Shakfpeaie '°. 

Addison's  Cato  has  more  vigour  of  verfification  than 
the  tragedies  of  Rowe,  but  lefs  eafe.  It  is,  however,  1 
noble  effort  of  cultivated  genius  ;  and  notwithihmfing 
its  fuppofed  want  of  pathos,  becaufc  it  provokes  no  wo- 
manifh  tears,  it  is  perhaps  our  beft  modem  tnwd|y. 
Addifon  has  alfo  written  verfes  on  various  fubPBs, 
both  in  Englifh  and  Latin,  and  is  alwajrs  polifhed  an! 
correft,  though  not  enthufiaftically  poetical.  But  what- 
ever merit  he  may  have  as  a  poet,  he  is  great  as  a  profe 
writer. 

Swift  had  given  perfpicuity  and  concifenefs  to  the 
clouded  redundancy  of  Clarendon,  and  compadbiefe  to 
the  loofe,  though  harmonious  periods  of  Temple  ;  bat 
it  was  left  to  Addifon  to  furnifh  elegance  and  grace, 
and  to  enchant  us  with  all  the  magic  of  humour,  and  all 

10.  Part  11.  Lett.  XIX.  There  it  was  obfcrvcd,  That  the  fceue 
may  be  (hifted,  or,  in  other  words,  the  place  changed,  to  any  diftanoe 
confiflcnt  with  probablity,  and  that  any  portion  of  time  may  elapfit 
between  the  a<5l«,  not  dcftnuflivc  of  the  unity  of  the  fable,  wxthoft 
impairing  the  effed  of  the  reprcfentation  or  difturbing  the  dream  cf 
reality  ;  but  that  no  fuch  change  can  be  made  in  the  middle  of  in  lA 
without  injury  toboth,  a^  the  chain  of  emot-ons  muft  by  that  man 
be  broken,  as  well  at  the  connc<5liou  of  ideas,  and  the  fpc»fi.»ti»r  I^ 
nearly  in  the  fame  cool  and  difengagod  (late  of  m  r.d  <u  wlicfl  i* 
entered  the  theatre,  ©r  when  the  aifl  began. 

Of 
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t&e  attra^ve  charms  of  natural  and  moral  beauty.  He  letter 
wrote  the  moft  admired  papers  in  the  Spe^tor,  Tatler,  ^^^1\ 
Guardiaiii  and  other  publications  of  the  £une  kind.  In 
thofe  papers  he  has  difcufled  an  infinite  variety  of  fubjecls, 
both  comic  and  ferious,  and  has  treated  each  fo  happily, 
it  might  be  thought  he  had  ftudied  that  alone.  Our 
language  is  more  indebted  to  him  not  only  for  words 
and  pbnfes,  but  for  images,  than  to  any  other  writer 
in  proTe,     If  his  %le  has  any  fault,  it  is  want  of  force. 

This  defe£l  in  our  profe  compoiition  was  fupplied 
by  lord  Bolingbroke ;  who,  in  his  Dijfertatlon  on  Parties^ 
in  his  Letter  to  Sir  fViUiam  IFyndham^  and  in  his  Idea  of  a 
Patriot  Kinj[y  has  united  ftrength  with  elegance,  and 
energy  and  elevation  with  grace.  It  is  not  poffible  to 
casry  farther  the  beauty  znd  force  of  our  multifarious 
tongue^  without  endangering  the  one  or  the  other.  The 
earl  of  Chefterfleld  is  perhaps  more  elegantly  corre£t^ 
and  gracefully  eafy,  but  he  warjts  the  fmews  of  his  maf- 
ter;  and  if  Johnfon,  on  fome  fubjeds,  appears  to  have 
mpre  force  than  Bolingbroke,  he  is  generally  deftitutc  of 
cafe.  His  periods  are  too  artificially  arranged,  and  hi$ 
words  too  remote  from  common  u(e.  He  writes  like  a 
icholar,  not  like  a  gentleman;  like  a  man  who  had 
mingled  little  with  tbQ  world,  or  never  complied  with 
its  formst 

What  Bolingbroke  performed  in  profe,  his  friend 
Pope  accompliihed  even  more  fully  in  "verfe.  Having 
early  difcovered  the  bent  of  his  genius,  he  diligently 
ftudied  the  poets  who  had  written  before  him  in  his 
native  tongue,  but  more  efpecially  thofe  who  had  made 
ufe  of  rhyme ;  not  as  has  been  invidioufly  infinuated, 
that  he  found  his  genius  too  feeble^ to  give  vigour  to 
blank  verfe,  but  becaufe  rhyme  w^  the  prevailing  mode 
of  vcrfiiication  when  he  began  to  turn  his  mind  tp  poetry. 

i  i  3  The 
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J^^^'  The  public  had  not  yet  acqiured  a  taftc  for  the  matjdtf 
of  Miltonic  nuipbcrs,  or  Aat  varied  harmony  uriucb 
they  afford  to  the  delicate  and  chffical  ear.  He  feems 
dierefore  to  have  confined  his  attention  chiefly  to  Wal- 
ler, Denham,  and  Dryden.  « 

I  HAVE  not  hitherto  had  occafion  to  mention  Denhanu 
He  wrote  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  but  was  litde  in- 
feded  with  the  bad  tafle  of  his  age.  His  delcri|ttive 
poem,  entitled  Cooper* s  Hilly  is  ftill  defervedly  admired 
It  abounds  with  natural  images,  haf^ily  blended  widi 
moral  refle^ons.  His  ftyle  is  clofe,  and  his  rerfifica- 
tion  vigorous.  The  following  lines  will  exemplify  his 
manner  of  writing. 

^*  My  eye,  defcending  frora  the  Hill,  funreys 
*^  Where  Thames  arooog  the  waDtoo  Tallies  ftrayt : 
«^  Thames,  the  mod  lov'd  of  all  the  Ocean's  fons 
«(  By  his  old  Sire,  to  his  embraces  runs; 
*^  HailVing  to  pay  his  tribute  to  the  fea, 
••  Like  IMortal  Life,  to  meet  Eternity. 
^<  Though  uith  tbofe  fireams  He  no  refomblance  hold 
**  Whole  foam  is  Amber  and  their  gravel  Gold, 
**  His  genuine  and  lefs  guilty  wealth  t* explore, 
♦^  Search  not  his  Bottom,  but  furvcy  his  Shore." 

Pope  was  not  infcnfible  to  the  merit  ofDenham's 
verfification,  but  he  faw  the  neceflity  of  looking  neairerto 
his  own  time  for  a  mafter.  And  he  found  fuch  a  mafier 
as  he  fought  in  Dryden  ;  who,  to  the  fweetnefs  of  Wal- 
ler, and  the  flrength  of  Denham,  has  added  a  compaft 
of  verfe,  and  an  energy  that  is  entirely  his  own.  Pop< 
accordingly  made  the  verfification  of  Diyden  his  model. 
And  if  his  own  compofitions  have  not  all  the  fire  of  the 
Alexander'' s  Fcaji^  the  eafy  vigour  of  t\it  Jbfolom  andJchi- 
icphely  or  the  animated  flow  of  the  Fables  of  his  mailer, 
the  collected  forc^  and  finer  polifh  of  his  numbers;  a 

nice 
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nicer  choice  of  words  and-  a  more  delicate  and  jufl", 
diough  lefi  bold  imagery,  entitled  him  to  all  the  praife 
diatcan  poffibly  belong  to  an  emulous  imitator,  not  in- 
vefted  with  abfolute  fuperiori^:  while  new  flights  of 
fancy,  and  new  turns  of  thought  and  expreffion ;  more 
fenfibility  of  heart,  and  greater  elevation,  of  mind,  with 
a  dofi^^ttention  to  natural  and  moral  obje6ls,  yield  him 
all  the  requifites  of  a  rival  more  favoured  by  fortune, 
and  more  zealous  in  the  purfuit  of  &me.  The  Rapt  of 
tbt  Locijiht  Eloife  to  Abelard^  the  Meffiaby  and  the  EJfay 
Ml  iMoff,  are  not  only  die  fineft  poems  of  their  kind  in 
•urs,  but  in  any  modern  fiingu^. 

If  Pope's  verification  has  any  hxAty  it  is  that  of  too 
inuch  regularity.  He  generally  confines  the  fenfe,  and 
confequendy  the  run  of  metrical  harmony  to  the  couplet. 
This  pia^ce  enabled  him  to  give  great  brilliancy  to  his 
thoughts  and  ftrength  to  his  numbers.  It  has  therefore 
a  good  efied  in  his  moral  and  fadrical  pieces ;  though. 
it  certainly  ofiends  d\e  ear,  when  often  repeated,  and 
becomes  altogether  cloying  in  long  poems,  but  efpecially 
in  thofe  of  the  narrative  or  defcripdve  kind.  A  hxlt 
fo  obvious,  though  committed  by  himfelf,  could  not 
efcape  the  corred  tafte  and  keen  difcemmcnt  of  Pope. 
^We  accordingly  find  in  his  tranflation  of  Homer  (where 
(iich  monotonous  uniformity  would  have  been  inexcui^ 
able),  as  well  as  in  his  fanciful  pieces,  a  more  free  and  va* 
ried  verfification  ofien  attempted  with  fuccefs.  Two 
pcamples  will  be  fufficient  to  fet  this  matter  in  a  clear 
light ;  to  fhew  both  his  manner  of  confining  his  fenfe  to 
the  couplet,  and  of  extending  it  farther,  in  compofitions 
pf  a  different  fpecies. 
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LETTER 
XXXVI. 


**  Our  humbler  province  is  to  tend  the  fair,  * 
*^  Not  a  lefs  plcafing,  though  lefs  glorious  care ; 

n  4 
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PART  n.  To  fare  the  powder  from  too  rough  a  gale, 

^^V^^       «c  Nor  let  th'  imprifonVi  cffcnccs  exhale ; 

*•  To  draw  freih  colours  from  the  vernal  flowen, 

<^  To  fieal  from  rainbowSi  ere  they  drop  tn  fhowert, 

**  Abrightcr  wafh/'&c,  Rafe  of  the  Lack^  CaQt,  tt* 

•*  Thua  breathing  death,  in  terrible  array, 

**  The  clof<|-compaded  legions  urg'd  their  way: 

•*  Fierce  th^y  drove  on,  impjiticnt  to  dcflroy, 

««  Troy  chargM  the  firft,  and  Heftor  firft  of  Troy, 

**  As  from  fome  mountain's  craggy  forehead  tome 

••A  rock's  round  fragment  flies,  with  fury  borne 

**  (Which  from  the  ftubborn  fione  a  torreot  rends)^ 

**  Precipitate  the  ponderous  mafs  defcends  ; 

<*  From  fteep  to  fieep  the  rolling  ruin  bounds, 

«*  At  every  Ihock  the  crackling  wood  refounds  ; 

**  Still  gathering  ftrength,  it  fmukes  ;  and,  urgM  amainf 

*'  Whirls,  leaps,  and  ^hun^ers  down,  impetuous  to  the  p^ 

«•  Th^rc  flaps— So  Hcftor,"  &c,  Jliad^  xiii. 

Pope,  in  a  word,  if  wc  may  judge  by  the  unfuccefsftil 
attempts  of  latter  writers,  has  given  to  our  heroic  verfein 
rhyme,  all  the  freedom  and  variety  of  which  it  is  cap- 
able, without  Zjrf<2/6/«^  iXsJiruHure  or  impair} 72 ^itsvi^cur. 

Of  the  former  of  tbefe  faults  examples  are  numer- 
ous among  the  poetic^  fucccflbrs  of  Pope ;  but  one,  from 
the  writings  of  a  man  of  genius,  whence  hundreds  might 
be  feledlcd,  will  ferve  to  iUuftrate  the  juftice  of  this  re- 
mark* 

**  And  are  there  Bards,  who  on  creation's  file 
**  Stand  rank'd  as  men,  who  breathe  in  this  fair  ifle 
••  The  air  of  freedom,  with  fo  little  gall, 
*»  So  low  a  fpirit,  proftratc  thus  to  fall 
•*  Before  thefc  idols,  and  without  a  groan 
**  Bear  wrong?,  might  call  forth  murmurs  from  a  done?" 

Churchill'/  Indefcndtnci* 

How 
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How  much  inferior  to  the  bold  interrogative  of  the  an- 
ihor  of  the  Effay  on  Man  ! 

'*  Who  knows  but  He,  whofe  hand  the  Li|^htniDg  fonns» 
<«  Who  heaves  old  Ocean,  aod  who  win^  the  Storms^ 
<«  Pours  fierce  Ambitioo  in  a  Csiar's  mind, 
f  *  Or  turns  young  Ammon  loofe  to  (courge  mankind  ?" 

The  latter  fault  however,  want  of  vigou^^  is  more 
common  in  this  age  of  refinenient.  Even  fuch  lines  as 
the  following,  though  eafy  and  flowing,  contiadid  the 
general  charad^er  of  our  language  and  veriification,  that 
of  comprehending  much  meaning  in  few  words. 

^*  Of  that  cncbantiDg  age  her  figure  feems, 
*f  When  fmiling  Nature  with  the  Yital  beams 
**  Of  vivid  Youth,  and  Pleafure's  purple  flane. 
•*  Gilds  her  accoroplifli'd  work,  the  female  frame, 
f*  Wi^h  rich  luxuriance  tender,  fweetly  wild, 
f*  And  juft  between  the  woman  and  the  child." 

CbULD  any  one,  on  reading  Aek  much  admired 
vmcs,  difcern  the  propriety  of  Rofconunon's  £uiious 
^etaphor,  in  fpeaking  of  Engliib  poetry  ? 

**  The  weighty  Bullion  of  one  sTEKLiicdiney 

**  Drawn  in  French  wire,  would  through  whole  pages  (bine*" 

They  ii^o  afpire  at  a  greater  compafs  of  harmony,  and 
who  are  ambitious  of  continuing  unh-oken  itt  winding 

ftream,  muft  throw  afide  the  fetters  of  rhyme. 

Born  with  a  ftrong  underflanding,  a  benevolent 
heart,  and  an  enthuiiaftic  fancy — widi  aB  the  powers 
neceflary  to  form  a  great  poet,  Thomfon  perceived  that 
#Popc  had  attained  the  fummit  of  excellence  in  that  mode 
pf  compofition  which  he  had  adopted.  He  was  not, 
liowever,  difcouraged.  He  few  there  were  other  paths 
(o  feme  I  and  by  judicioufly  maiung  choice  of  blank 

vexie, 
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PART  u.  ^'^c^  which  ym  perfe£Uy  fuited  to  the  exubeniice  af 
Xmm^^mf  his  genius,  to  the  grandeur  of  his  concepdoos,  and  todit 
boldnels  of  his  metaphorical  images,  as  wdl  as  to  tht 
minute  wildneft  of  his  poetical  ddcripdons,  he  has  kft 
us,  in  his  Sea/onsj  a  greater  number  of  juft^  beautiful,and 
fublime  views  of  external  nature,  than  are  to  be 
found  in  the  works  of  ail  other  poets  fince  the  days  cf 
Lucretius. 

AKEUSiDEjfielingfy  alive  to  all  the  impreffions  of  na* 
^^ral  and  moral  beauty,  who  furveyed  the  univerfe  widi 
a  truly  benevolent  eye,  and  a  heart  filled  with  admins 
tion  and  love  of  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the  Su- 
preme Being,  has  given  us,  in  his  Pleafures  oflmagina* 
iioriy  a  delightful  Syftem  of  the  Phtlofophy  of  Taftc, 
unfolded  in  all  the  pcmip  oi  M iltonic  yerfe. 

And  Armftrong,  the  friend  of  Thomfon,  and,  like 
Akenfide,  a  phyftcian  by  profeflion,  has  bequeathed  to 
mankind  a  more  valuable  legacy,  in  his  Jrt  pf  prtjcrvlni 
Healthy  while  he  has  furniflied  the  literary  world  with  a 
more  claflical  poem,  in  the  (ame  fpecies  of  vcrfiiication) 
than  either  the  Seafons  or  the  Pleafures  of  Imaghtatlon. 
After  fuch  profufe  praife,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  give  a 
fpecimen  of  the  compofition  of  this  truly  elegant  writer, 

**  He  without  riot,  in  the  balmy  feafl 

*'  Of  life,  the  wants  of  Nature  has  fapplicd 

*'  Who  rifcscooly  fercne,  and  full  of  foul. 

**  But  pliant  Nature  more  or  lefs  demands, 

*'  Ascuftom  forms  bet : — and  all  fudden  change 

*^  She  hate?,  of  habit  even  from  bad  to  good. 

•*  If  faul's  in  life,  ornew  emergencies, 

•*  From  habits  urge  you,  by  long  time  confirmM, 

«*  Slow  m  ly  the  change  arrive,  and  ftagc  by  flage  ; 

*•  Slo'.v  as  the  fliadow  o'er  the  dial  moves, 

•*  Slow  as  the  jdcallug  progrefs  of  the  year." 
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Wnat  blank  verfe  was  thus  attftiAiM  its  hieheftpO'  Lbtter 
li&  uxuler  the  pffQ^nms  reign  of  George  U.  and  deicri^ 
five  and  dida£tic  poetry  approaching  toward  peife£tion| 
die  lighterwalks  of  theMuTe  weiebj  no  means  neg^efbd. 
Akenfide,  not  (atisfied  with  rivalli^  Virgil  is  his  moft 
finifhed  work,  entered  the  lifts  alio  with  Horace  and 
Pindar ;  and  although  he  has  not  equalled  the  courdj 
gaiety  of  the  former,  or  the  fublimity,  fire^  and  bold  cfi- 
grefEons  of  the  latter,  he  dderves  much  piaife  for  hav- 
ing given  us  the  firft  claffical  examplesof  the  mumer  of 
bodi.  Nor  have  we  yet  many  finer  flanzas  10  oar  ha- 
guagC)  than  diat  containing  the  rh?iniflrr  of  Aloens,  fai 
Akenfide's  Ode  on  Lyric  Poetry, 
**  Broke  from  the  fetcen  of  hit  oadreland, 

'*  Devoting  Ihame  and  vengeance  to  her  Lordi^ 
*'  With  louder  impuireand  a  threatening  hand 

**  The  Lelbian  patriot  fmites  the  ibundiag  ckordt  :<» 
**  Ye  wretches,  ye  perfidious  truii, 
**  Ye  cur8*d  of  Gods  sod  freebom  meo, 

**  Ye  murderers  of  the  laws  ! 
**  Though  now  ye  glory  in  your  loft, 
*«  Though  now  ye  tre^d  the  feeble  nedi  in  dnil; 
«f  Yet  Time  and  nghiieous  Jote  will  jiidge  your  dwadfiilcaaie.** 

Collins  and  Gray  have  been  more  (iicce(sfiul  in  imi- 
tating die  wild  enthufiafin  of  Rndar  ;  though  it  muft 
be  admitted,  by  their  warmeft  admirers,  dsat  the  lyric 
pieces  of  thofe  two  poets  owe  their  celebri^  chiefly  to 
a  certain  folemn  obfcurity,  dirougb  which  their  mean- 
ing Qccafionally  breaks,  with  a  degree  of  poetic  (plendour 
that  overpowers  the  ficuldcs  of  the  reader,  as  lightning 
is  rendered  more  awful  by  the  interpofing  darknc6  c^  a 
thundcr-cloud.  In  CoUins's  Odes,  however,  art  fcmnd 
fome  truly  fublime  ftanzas ;  efpcclaQy  the  f*iA  tiMnzji 
in  the  Ode  to  Liber ty^  the  firft  in  that  to  Mtrcy^  zrA  the 
firft  in  that  to  Fear»  And  Gra/s  ff^^Ub  Bard,  exa- 
mined as  a  v.^hole,  has  great  merit,  whether  we  co::fider 
the  variety  and  force  of  the  n«jmbcr«,  or  the  g'^xmy 
grandeur  of  the  imagery.  ^ 
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tiie^iliQk  tnm  or-tM|iiiiiR  ia  MrOdeta  ttei»!jitcr 
di^fKcf.  Altelftmoidiigdiedblfavtaife^^ 
ffyfntffi  liB  proMCwttiit  t 

"    <*  iMbmtf^tfttvreaiidlier.hwss 

-    '4ftnitMwkhgfiKf«rjQgrt»^ 

•    <^.iai*bifa%nDB.oCthe8orfeui««CAViB: 
ifr.i  -i«  Stovt duit  HbiUi  and  BcAuty  fpriiigi 

>  <«  Bqroiidvh«tHfti|liicBiichtoknc^; 
«<  And  tliat  Ba»TO*t*all-&bduing  will 
^•.  Wtdii3<M^'lbeprogetiyV>fin/  * 

^  ^  AttonpCRdi^ycfjrsiie'Ddow* 

•'.■■»  I-      .    .  •• 

NoK  ait  die  Rndaik  odes  of  this  poet  deftitutr  of  dig- 
nity^ dioug^  dHft digaiqr coofifts  kfriapompof  Ian* 
giage  thaf  tt-eierttion'of  fenttmene.  Hie  duuaAer 
of  Milton,  in  ^e  Ode  on  die  Power  of  Pottryy  addrefled 
to  th^  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  is  daringly  bold. 

<*  Mark  how  the  dread  Pantheon  ftands, 

<'  Amid  the  domei  of  modern  hands  ; 

**  Amid  the  toys  of  idle  fiate, 

*«  Howfimply,  how  fcverely  great ! 

*«  Then  turn,  and  while  each  wcflcrn  clime 

**  Prefenti  her  tuneful  fons  to  Time. 

**  So  mark  thou  Milton's  awful  name,"  &c. 

That  whole  ode  breathea  a  noble  fpirit  of  freedom; 
^  fuch  as,"  to  ulp  the  author's  own  words,  in  ^leaking 
oftheMufe, 

«»  When  Greece  to  Her  immortal  (hell      - 
'<  R^'oicmg  liflcnM,  God-like  (bunds  to  hear ; 

**  To  hear  the  fweet  Inftrudreft  tell 
**  (While  men  and  heroes  throng'd  around) 

*VHow  life  its  nobleft  ufe  may  £nd, 

«<  How  beft  for  freedom  be  refigo'd, 
V^d  how,  by  Glory,  Virtue  fli^U  b^ciow|i*d.- 
I  Since 
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Since  I  have  touched  upon  this  animating  fubje^     LETTER 
I  muft  tranfcribe  the  opening  of  CoUins's  Ode  to  Li^     ^    _^ 
berty^  which  has  always  roufed  mp  more  forcibly  than 
any  thing  I  ever  read  in  any  language. 

"  Who  (hall  awake  the  Spartan  fife, 

**  And  call  in  folf  mo  founds  to  life, 
**  The  youths  whofe  locks  divinely  fpreadbg 

*<  Like  Ternal  hyacinths  in  fallen  hue. 
«*  At  once  the  breath  of  Fear  and  Virtue  ihedding, 

**  Applauding  Freedom  IotM  of  old  to  view  ?** 

The  conclufion  of  the  fame  ftanza,  containing  a  de« 
fcription  of  the  fall  of  the  Roman  empire,  is  no  lefs  po- 
etical)  but  hiftorically  falfe,  and  confequently  of  danger* 
ous  tendency,  as  it  may  communicate  a  wrong  turn  of 
thinking  to  the  untutored  mind. 

•*  No  Freedom !  no,  I  will  not  tell, 

"  How  Rome,  before  thy  weeping  ftce, 
<*  With  heavieft  found,  a  Giant-ftatue  fell, 

*'  PufliM  by  a  wild  and  artlefs  race 

**  From  off  its  wide  ambitious  bafe ; 
*'  When  Time  his  Northern  fons  of  fpeiil  awoke, 

*^  And  all  the  blended  work  of  flrength  and  grace, 
•*  With  many  a  rude  repeated  ftroke, 
<'  And  many  a  barbarous  yell,  to  thoufand  fiagments  broke/* 

Now  the  truth  is,  That  long  before  this  event,  Rome 
had  not  only  loft  her  own  liberty,  but  bafely  infringed 
upon  the  liberties  of  other  nations:  and  the  whole  em- 
pire languifhed  under  the  moft  enflaving  dcfpotifm.  The 
defcription,  therefore,  though  confiftent  in  itfeif,  is  fidfe 
in  every  point  of  view,  as  applied  to  the  Roman  empire. 
And  Freedom,  inftead  of  weeping  at  the  fall  of  Rome, 
may  be  faid  poetically  to  have  aflifted  the  fons  of  the 
North,  in  breaking  to  pieces  that  Giant-Jiatuej  or  enor^ 
mous  monarchy,  in  order  to  emancipate  mankind  from 
its  degrading  dominion  and  corrupting  influence. 

About 
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About  the  iame  time  d»t  Akenfidc^  CoUinSy  and 
Gray  were  perfe£ting  our  lyric  poetry,  a  new  turn  was 
given  to  our  love-vexfes  by  Hammond  i  a  man  of  taftc 
and  fenfibility,  who  has  fiicce&fuUy  imitated  the  elegiac 
manner  of  Tibulhis,  and  given  to  his  amorous  felicita- 
tions a  foft  melancholy,  entirely  in  unifen  with  die  tone 
of  the  paffion,  and  a  tendernefs  to  which  Waller  and 
Prior  were  ftrangers.  A  fhort  extract  will  illuftrate 
thefe  obfervations. 

«*  With  thee  I  hop'd  to  waftc  the  pleafing  day, 

*•  'Till  in  thy  arms  an  »gc  of  joy  was  paft; 
**  Then,  olJ  with  love,  infenfibly  decay, 

**  And  on  thy  bofom  gently  breathe  my  la  ft* 
**  I  fcom  the  Lydian  river's  golden  wave, 

**  And  all  the  vulgar  charms  of  human  life ; 
**  I  only  aik  to  live  my  Delia's  flave, 

*'  And  when  I  long  have  ferv'd  her — call  her  wife/' 

This  fpecies  of  verfification  is  happily  adapted  to  fuch 
fubjedk,  notwithftanding  what  has  been  iaid  to  the  con- 
trary by  a  learned  and  didbtorial  critic ;  for  although 
*'  the  quartcn  of  ten  fyllables,"  in  alternate  rhyme,  is 
capable  of  great  ftrength  aiid  dignity,  though  it  may  be 
condenfed  into  a  folid  column,  in  commemoration  of 
viftory,  it  can  alfo  be  dilated  with  more  facility  than 
the  couplet,  into  a  loofe  floating  veil  of  mourning,  or 
breathed  into  a  tremulous  fymphony  of  fond  complaint. 
It  has  accordingly  been  adopted  by  all  fucceeding  elegiac 
writers  of  any  eminence  ;  but  particularly  by  Gray,  in 
his  celebrated  Elegy  in  a  Country  Church^Tardy  and  by 
Shenftone  in  thofe  excellent  moral  Elegies,  publifhed 
after  his  death,  which  do  fo  much  honour  both  to  his 
head  and  heart,  and  form  fo  fevere  a  latire  on  his  want 
of  occonomy. 

Shenstone  deferves  to  be  here  mentioned  on  another  ' 
account.     He  has  given  us  a  refined  fpecies  of  rural 

poetry, 
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poetry,  with  n^ch  wc  were  fbrmeriy  unacquainted ;   ^TJJ^ 
and  which,  if  not  altogether  paftoral^  is  exceedingly    |_  ^^ 
fUaJing*     It  is,  indeed,  without  a  if\m^fonutbing  better: 
it  reprefimts  the  manners  and  the  fendments  of  a  gen- 
tleman refiding  in  the  country,  inftead  of  thofe  of  ;a  " 
clown.   In  this  reiped,  it  does  not  dtfier  efientially  from 
the  paftonds  of  the  polilhed  and  courtly  Virgil,  who 
would  not  have  been  adiamed  to  have  omied  the  follow- 
ing elegant  lines : 

*'  Can  a  bofom  fo  gentle  remsdn 

<^  UnmoT'd  when  her  G)rydoa  fight  f 
<«  Will  a  nymph  that  is  fond  «f  the  pkitn» 

<*  Thofe  plains  and  this  valley  defpife  } 
*'  Dear  regions  of  Glence  and  fliade ! 

*^  Soft  fcenes  of  contentment  and  eafe  1 
**  Where  I  could  hare  happily  ftrayM, 

<*  If  aught  in  her  abfence  could  pleale  I! 
^<  But  where  does  my  PhtUida  ftniy  ?— 

*'  And  where  are  her  grotts  and  her  boweif  ? 
*<  Are  the  groves  and  the  valHes  as  gay, 

**  And  the  (hepherds  as  gentle  as  oun? 
''  The  groves  may  perhaps  be  as  fair, 

'*  And  the  face  of  the  vallies  as  fine  $ 
'*  The  fwains  may  in  manners  compare, 

<*  But  cheir  love  is  not  equal  to  mine." 

This  zealous  and  continued  attention  to  the  improve- 
ment of  our  poetry,  in  its  various  branches,  did  not  pre- 
vent imagination  and  fentiment  from  flowing  in  other 
channels.  A  claffical  form  was  given  to  the  C^iic  Ro-^ 
mance  by  Finding  and  Smollett^  who  have  painted  mo- 
dem  manners  widi  great  force  of  colouring,  as  w^  as 
truth  of  delineation,  and  given  to  the  ludicrous  foatun^s 
of  life  all  the  heightenings  of  wit^  humour,  and  fittire. 

Richardson,  no  lefi  claffical,  created  a  new  Q^ecies  «f 
BBaofn^  whieh  may  be  called  die  Epic  of  Civil  Life  i  as 

6  k 
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PART  n.  ^  it  exhibits,  in  an  extended  and  artfully  confttuded  faUe, 
•^^  ■v''^  jmj  ijj  a  variety  of  ftrongly  marked  chanufters,  un- 
der the  influence  of  different  paffions,  and  engaged  in 
different  purfuits,  the  beauty  and  dignity  of  virtue,  and 
the  meanneis  and  deformity  of  vice,  without  any  ludi- 
crous circuiliflance,  or  difplay  of  warlike  eiq)loits. 

The  principal  produ&ions  of  thefe  authors,  under  the 
well-known  names  of  Tom  Jonesy  Roderick  Random^  Sir 
CharlesGrandifon^Clariffa  *  ^,  andyf  m^//a/eemed  for  a  time 
wholly  to  occupy  the  attention,  and  even  to  turn  die  heads 
of  the  younger  part  of  the  nation.  But  the  hiftories  of 
Robertfon  and  Hume  appeared,  and  romances  were  no 
longer  read.  A  new  tafle  was  introduced.  Tlie  lovers 
of  mere  amufement  found.  That  real  incidents,  prq>erly 
fcle£bd  and  difpofed,  fetting  afide  the  idea  of  utility, 
and  real  chanters  delineated  with  truth  and  force,  can 
more  flrongly  engage  both  the  mind  and  heart  than 
any  fabulous  narrative.  This  tafle,  which  has  fincc 
given  birth  to  many  other  elegant  hiftorical  productions, 
fortunately  for  Englifh  literature,  continues  to  gain 
ground. 

1  ^.  Lovelace,  the  principal  male  chira^er  lo  this  celebrated  ro- 
mance, is  evidently  a  copy  of  Row's  Lothario,  in  the  Fair  Penitent, 
This  Dr.  Johnfon  owns,  but  adds,  that  the  imitator  «'  has  excelled 
his  original  in  the  moral  cfTcA  of  the  fidion.  Lothario  with  gaiety 
which  cannot  be  hated,  and  bravery  which  cannot  be  dcfpifcd^ 
rctaini  too  much  of  the  reader's  kiudncfs.  It  was  in  the  pintxr  of 
Richardfon  alone  to  teach  us  at  once  efieem  and  Jeteflation.'*  But 
Dr.  Beattie,  another  formidable  critic,  and  the  friend  of  Dr.  Johnfon, 
is  of  a  very  different  opinion.  «  Richardfoa's  Lovelace,"  fays  he, 
•*  whom  the  reader  ought  to  abominate  for  his  crimes,  is  adorned 
with  youth,  beauty,  eloquence,  wit,  and  every  intcUcAual  and  bo- 
dily accompliflimcnt ;  is  there  not  then  reafon  to  apprehend  fomc 
rc;idcrs  will  be  more  inclined  to  admire  the  gay  profligate,  than  to 
fear  his  punifhmcnt  ?"  So  contentious  afcicncc  is  criticifm  !— audfo 
little  reference  hav«  the  «pii,ionj  of  the  learned,  in  mattcn  of  taiie, 
to  any  common  flaadard  \ 

I   MU9T 
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t  MUST  now  ctrry  forward  the  progrds  of  arts  ?nd  J-JZZ^ 
of  manners,  and  of  thofc  branches  of  polite  literaMf 
that  are  xnoft  intimately  conne<^ed  with  bodi. 

The  immature  and  uAexpefted  death  of  ^aeen  Anne 
vms  friendly  to  the  Proteftant  Succeffion ;  for  it  is  cer- 
tain (he  intended,  as  I  have  had  occafion  to  ibew,  that 
her  brother  (hould  fill  the  Britifh  throne.  What  might 
have  been  the  character  of  the  reign  of  James  HI.  it  it 
impoilible  decidedly  to  lay,  as  he  was  never  inveftcd 
with  the  adminiftration.  But  there  is  great  reaibn  to 
believe,  from  his  fuperftitious  bigotry,  that  his  govern* 
ment  would  neither  have  been  favourable  to  civil  nor 
religious  liberty.  The  reign  of  George  I.  was  favour* 
able  to  both,  though  little  indulgent  to  genius*  Vn* 
acquainted  with  the  beauties  of  our  language,  and  utterly 
deflitute  of  tafte,  like  moft  of  his  countrymen  in  that 
age,  this  prince  paid  no  attention  to  literature  or  the  li- 
beral arts.  Literature,  however^  made  vigorous  ihoots 
by  the  help  of  former  culture  and  foil  j  but  manners 
experienced  a  woeful  decline,  and  the  arts  nuide  no  ad* 
vance. 

Iw  confcqucnce  of  AetSmid,  but  prudent  policy  of  that 
reign,  the  martial  fpirit  was  in  a  manner  extinguiilied  in 
EhgUnd.  The  heads  of  the  Tory  fecUon  kept  at  a  di- 
ftance  from  court,  as  in  the  reign  of  WilKam :  and 
truth  obliges  me  to  declare,  That  the  Tories  have  always 
been  the  moft  muniiicent  patrons  of  genius,  as  well  as 
the  moft  adBomplifhed  gentlemen  in  the  kingdom.  The 
ininifters  of  George  I.  were  Whigs.  Many  of  them  were 
little  better  than  money-brokers,  and  die  South-Sfit 
fcheme  made  them  ftock-jobbers.  The  rapid  rtvelution 
of  property  occafioned  by  that  fcheme  i  the  number  of 
ancient  families  ruined,  and  of  the  iiew  ones  raifed  to 
c^^uknce,  broke  down  the  diftindUon  of  laaksi  and  gave 
.  VoIm  V.  K  k  ub 


^8  THEHISTORYOF 

PART.  II.    rife  to  a  general  profufion,  as  well  as  to  an  utter  difire- 
V/V^    gard  of  decency  and  refpeft. 

The  corrupt  adminiftration  of  fir  Robert  Walpole, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  George  II,  when  cvecy 
man's  virtue  was  fuppoied  Co  have  its  price,  contributed 
ftill  farther  to  diiTolve  the  manners  and  principles  of  the 
nation  ;  while  the  thriving  ftate  of  manu^uShires,  and 
the  vaft  influx  of  money  by  tnuie,  produced  fuch  a  de- 
hige  of  intemperance  among  the  common  people,  dut 
the  parliament  was  obliged  to  intcrpofe  its  authority,  in 
Older  to  rcftrain  the  inordinate  ufe  of  fpiricuous  liquors. 
And,  after  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  military  Torce 
was  often  neceflary  to  fiipprefs  the  licentiouihefs  of  riot; 
which,  under  pretence  of  want,  occaiioned  by  dearth  of 
provifions,  but  really  m  the  wantonneis  of  abundance, 
l^ng  diftraded  the  whole  kingdom. 

The  wary  which  was  begun  in  1755,  united  all  hearts 
and  all  hands  in  oppofing  the  common  enemy.  In  the 
courie  of  that  glorious  war,  at  firlt  fo  unpropitious,  the 
relaxation  of  manners  totally  difappeared.  The  national 
fpirit  recovered  its  tone,  Wifdom  vns  found  in  the 
cabinet,  and  ability  difplaycd  itfelf  both  in  the  fenate 
and  the  field.  Military  ardour  rofe  to  heroifm,  and 
public  virtue  to  the  utmoft  height  of  patriotifm.  .And 
although  the  peace  of  Paris  did  not  procure  us  all  the 
advantages  we  had  reafon  to  expedt,  it  yet  left  the  Britifb 
empire  great  and  flourifhing;  with  trade  ^confiderably 
augmented  >  territory  immenfely  extended^  and  a  nu- 
merous body  of  brave  and  indubious  people,  employed 
in  fupplying  with  manufactures  the  demands  of  Qookf 
merce,  or  occupied  in  the  labours  of  huflxmdry. 

In  times  of  fuch  great  national  profperity,  it  might 
be  expected  that  public  fpeftades  would  be  numerous 

.    idd 
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and  fplendid,  and  that  the  liberal  arts,  though  negleded  t.KTT£R 
by  government,  would  be  encouraged  by  the  public,  y^^^\ 
and  patronifed  by  opulent  individuals.  This  vras  literally 
the  cafe.  Betide  a  magnificent  Italian  opera,  the  capi« 
tal  fupported  two  £ngli(h  theatres ;  and  thofe  theatres 
were  well  fUpplied  with  new  pieces,  the  profits  of  which 
amply  recompenfed  the  labour  of  their  authors. 

The  comedies  of  Steele  were  followed  by  thofe  o^ 
Cibber,  who  has  given  us,  in  his  Carelefs  Hujbandj  a 
finifhed  piSure  of  polite  life.  The  formal  ftyle,  and 
fententious  morality  of  Addifon's  CatOj  in  a  finaller  or 
greater  degree,  diflinguifh  all  the  tragedies  of  Thomfon. 
The  tragedies  of  Southern  and  Young  are  more  impaf* 
Honed,  though  in  othel-  refpe£h  no  le(s  jbulty.  Southern, 
Who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  the  human  breaft, 
has  fome  exquifitely  pathetic  fcenes.  But  his  ftories  are 
too  uniformly  diflref&ng  \  and  Oroonctoy  his  befl  piece, 
is  interlarded  with  low  comedy.  Ifabella^  written  in  the 
feign  of  George  I.  has  fewer  faults,  and  fewer  yet  many 
beauties*  It  is  a  mournful  tale  indeed !— Young's 
Revenge  has  great  merit.  The  fable  is  well  conftru^d, 
the  ftyle  is  eafy  and  animated;  the  charaders  are 
flrongly  marked,  and  the  poetic  fpirit  is  fupported 
throughout  the  piece.  But  it  has  few  of  the  genuine 
charms  of  nature,  and  too  many  of  thofe  terrible  graces^ 
which  have  drawn  upon  our  f):age  the  imputation  of 
barbarifm. 

The  hiftory  of  the  flage  is  a  fubjeS  of  great  philofo' 
phical  curiofity;  as  it  is,  in  every  nation,  intimately  con- 
nefied  with  the  hiflory  of  manners.  Even  from  the  modeof 
playing  in  different  ages,  there  is  fbmething  to  be  gathered 
beyond  the  gratification  of  idle  curiofity.  Our  tragic 
a£br%  before  the  appearance  of  Garrick,  fetmed  to  have^* 
had  a  veiy  imperfed  nodoa  of  their  bufiziefi.  As  thejF 
K^k  2  could 
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coutd  have  little  opportunity  to  obferve  the  motions, 
and  (till  lefs  to  hear  the  difcourfe  of  royal  peribnages, 
efpeciaOy  on  great  and  momentous  fubjeds,  or  while 
under  ihe  influence  of  ftrong  paffions^  they  had  recourfe 
to  imagination ;  and  give  to  all  the  (peeches  of  fuch 
exalted  charafiers^  and  by  habit  to  thbfe  of  every  cha- 
radter^  an  inarticulate  deep-toned  monotony;  which 
hafhfinall  relemUance  to  the  human  voice,  accompanied 
with  a  ftruting  ftatelinefe  of  gefture,'  that  was  altogether 
preternatural,  but  which  they  miftook  for  majefty.  To 
acquire  only  tlie  tread  of  tbejlage  was  a  work  of  years. 

But  no  (boner  did  Garrick  fet  bis  foot  upon  the 
theatre  than  this  difEculty  vanifhed.  Having  a  ibiind 
judgment,  ajuft  tafte,  and  kcenfenfibilit^',  with  a  dif- 
cernment  (b  acute  as  to  enable  him  to  look  into  the 
inmoft  recefles  of  the  heart ;  a  marking  count«iance ; 
an  eye  full  of  luftre  ;  a  fine  ear ;  a  mufical  and  articu- 
late voice,  with  uncommon  power  to  modulate  it  to 
every  tone  of  palHon,  he  rofe  at  once  to  the  height  of 
his  prof^'ffion,  and  taught  the  fympathifing  fpecbitors, 
that  kings  and  heroes  were  men,  and  fpoke,  and  moved, 
and  felt,  like  the  reft  of  their  fpccies.  Other  players  fol- 
lowed his  eaiy  and  natural  inamier^  to  the  great  advan- 
tage of  theatrical  reprcfcntation. 

This  new  ftyle  of  adllng  introduced  a  new  taftc  in 
writing.  Inftead  of  the  rant  and  fuflian  of  Drydcn  and 
Lee,  which  the  old  players  delighted  to  mouth,  Garrick 
liiid  his  difciplcs  dilplaycd  their  bewitching  power  ot* 
moving  the  paflions  chiefly  in  the  pathetic  and  a.HfiJ 
fcenes  of  Shakfpcarc  and  Otway,  to  which  they  drew 
more  general  adiniration.  And  Aaron  Hill,  a  great 
promoter  of  natural  playing,  having  adapted  to  the  En- 
glifli  Itagc  fcvcral  of  the  elegant  and  interefting  trage- 
dies of  Vcltaire,  gave  variety  to  ^beavical  exhibitions. 
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In  the  Zar4i  and  the  Afer^pe  he  was  particularly  fuccefs-    le  ttiR 

ful^     Originals  were  compoied  in  the  lame  juft  tafte.   .  ^^^_^'' 

An>ong  thefe,  we  ftill  fee  with  pleafure  the  Game/ierj 

Douglas^  and  Barbaroffa.    The  El/riik^^pd.CfraSqciiji  . 

of  Mafon,  and  the  Mtdca  of  Glover^  are  ^<m4If  picgr 

nant  with  nature  and  paffion.     Writtei>  in  imitatlolr.qf 

the  Greek  drama,  and  worthy  of  the  Athenian  ftage/ 

they  have  all  been  reprefsnted  on  that  of.  Xpndon  wi.t}i , 

applaufcj  but  they  have  not  yet  nMdQ^tK*iSj>n 

ancient  m^nner^  *^'  *  "fJI^^'jlif^. 


Th£  genius  of  Garrick,  as  an  aAar»  was  not  confiiiiHl 
to  tragedy.  Ip  many  parts  of  comedjr  hc  Mjas  np  Icfe  ex- 
cellent i  and  his  tafte,  and  his  fituatton  as  a  manager, 
enabled  him  to  draw  to  light  feveral  neglected  piec^..... 
of  great  merit.  The  comic  mufe,  however,  was  back- 
ward in  her  favours  for  a  time.  We  bad  few  new  co- 
medies of  any  merit  till  Hoadly  produced  the  Sufpiclous 
Hujbandy  and  Foote  thofe  inimitable  y^t-rri/j  of  real  I'lfc^ 
which  were  fo  long  the  delight  of  the  town,  and  have 
juftly  gained  him  the  name  of  the  EngUfh  Ariftophanes* 
At  length  Colman,  in  the  Jealom  JVtfe  and  Ciandcftinc 
AIarriag£y  united  the  humour  of  Phutus  to  the  elegancp 
of  Terence,  and  our  comedy  feemed  to  be  perfedled. 
But  a  new  fpecies  of  comedy  has  fince  been  imported 
from  France  ;  in  wh'>ch,  as  often  happens  in  the  great 
drama  of  the  world,  ludicrous  and  interefting  circum- 
ftanccs  are  blended,  and  fcenes  of  humour  interchanged 
with  thofe  of  feiitiment.  Kell/s  Falfe  Delicacy^  and 
Cumberland's  IVeJi  Indian^  are  precious  pieces  in  this 
new  tafte. 

Besides  its  connection  with  numners  and  literature^ 
the  ftage  has  an  intimate   alliance  with  painting  and  : 
mufic.     Of  this  alliance  the  En^lifli  ftage  has  not  faSaA '  \ 
CO  take  advantage,  or  of  that  which  is  derived  from  m^ 
»^    ,  Kk3  cbiiH^ 
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chinfty  and  archite6hire.  Our  whole  fcencry  is  (Serhap 
fupcrior  to  that  of  any  theatre  in  ancient  or  modern 
times,  and  alfo  our  theatrical  wardrobei  as  onr  drefles 
certainly  are  better  adapted  to  the  charaSers  which  the 
aSors  rqnrcfent.  The  coftume  is  prcferved  inorc  per- 
(tS&y  on  ours  than  on  any  odier  ftagc*\ 

The  efFeft  of  our  landfcapes  and  (ba-pieces,  by  the 
power  of  pcrfpedMve,  and  the  extrinjic  help  of  lllum'tna- 
tlon  and  obfcurity^  is  equal  if  not  fuperior  to  that  of  ns^ 
turc;  and  thefe  enchanting  fcenes,  in  conjunction  with 
mufic  and  dancing,  give  to  the  mute  drama  an  illufiye 
charm,  a  deception  that  is  altogether  necromantic.  A 
word  here  of  dancing. 

The  art  of  dancing  has  of  late  been  carried  to  great 
perfe£Uon  among  us,  as  well  as  among  our  neighbours 
on  the  continent ;  fo  as  not  only  to  keep  time  to  mufic 
in  graceful,motion,  but  to  be  at  the  fame  time  cxprcffive 
of  a  feries  of  aftion,  and  a  fluftuation  of  pa/Gon.  As 
human  beings,  however,  endowed  with  the  diftinguifli- 
ing  faculty  of  fpeech,  let  us  not  fet  too  high  a  value 
upon  this  light-heeled  corporeal  language,  which  it  is 
poflible  to  teach  even  fo  rude  an  animjJ  as  a  bear  ;  and 
in  which,  as  far  as  it  is  mimetic  of  hunting  or  war,  its 
two  favourite  fubjefls,  an  American  favage  is  infinitely 
more  perfeft  than  Sling(by,  Veftris,  or  Heinel.  Theatri- 
cal mufic  deferv'cs  more  attention. 

Music  formed  an  eflentlal  part  of  the  dramatic  en- 
tertainments of  the  ancients.'  In  thofc  of  the  moderns, 
and  efpecially  in  ours,  it  was  long  only  an  occafional 
auxiliary.     Our  firft  fuccefsful  mufical  piece,  the  cele- 

17.  Thijr  beautiful  propriety,  which  gives  fo  much  truth  tp  good 
»Aing,  we  owe  chiefly  to  the  daffical  taftc  and  enlightened  linger- 
iUuding  of  Carrick. 

brated 
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hnt^Bcjrrar's  Opera  of  Gay,  is  fiud  to  have  been  i  etter 
written  in  ridicule  oi  the  Italian  opera;  though  I  am 
fully  perfuaded  the  author  forefaw  the  pleafure  jiie  Comic 
Opera  Would  afford  to  an  Engli&audience,  independent 
of  that  cifcumftance,  and  only  called  in  the  contraft  of 
charaScr,  in  order  to  procure  a  more  ready  receptioh  to 
his  new  drama.  If  burlefque  had  been  his  chief  objed, 
he  would  have  made  Macheath  and  all  his  gang  warble 
Italian  airs. 

Gay,  on  the  contrary,  adapted  the  words  of  his 
fongstp  native  Xyxc^sis^.  Thefe  tunes  had  all  been  heard 
by  moft  of  the  audience  in  early  life,  when  the  mind 
was  free  from  care ;  in  the  fcenes  of  rural  innocence 
or  the  whiles  of  gay  frolic,  when  the  youthful  heart 
beat  high  with  ambitious  hops,  or  repofcd  in  the  luxury 
of  infantine  paffion ;  while  reafna  was  loft  in  dreamt 
of  ineffable  delight,  and  fency  was  fed  with  illufions  of 
unchangeable  love.  Every  tune  recalled  fome  agreeable 
feeling,  or  former  happy  flate  of  mind.  The  effedl  of 
the  muftc  was  accordingly  altogether  magical ;  and  it 
would  have  been  ftill  greater,  if  the  airs  had  been  fung 
by  pcrfons  whom  die  audience  could  have  loved  or  re- 
fpsdled.  But  as  this  was  not  the  cafe,  the  Beggar's 
Opcray  in  confequence  of  its  mufic^  enchantment,  had 
a  very  immoral  tendency.  1%  ferved  to  dignify  the  cha- 
ira£ler  of  a  highwayman,  and  to  familiarize,  and  even 
to  reconcile  the  [mind  to  fuch  flagitious  fcenes  as  ought 
ever  to  be  held  in  diffant  abhorcnce  j  the  noaurnal 
orgies  of  robbers,  whores,  and  thieves ;  their  levity  in 
the  cells  of  Newgate,  and  their  indifference  at  the  prof- 
pe£t  of  ignomlniouily  paying  the  debtof  juftice  on  7/« 
turn-tree  !  —Nor  vn»  this  tSI.  The  author,  by  putting 
into  the  mouths  of  fuch  wretches  not  only  the  tunes, 
but  a  parody  upon  the  words  of  fome  of  our  moil  ad- 
mired Jove-foAgs,  threw  a  flronger  ri4icule  upon  ge- 
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PART  n.   nuine  p:|ffipn  and  virtuous  tenderoels  than  upon  Ap 
'^'  '     Italiin  opera. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  fuccefs  of  diis  mufi- 
calpiece^  we  had  no  other  conuc  opera  of  any  merit  fer 
many  years.  The  fipgularity  of  the  {ubjc&f  and  the 
continued  applaufe  paid  to  the  Beggar's  Opera^  deterred 
imitation  and  precluded  rivalry.  In  die  mean  time  the 
fiimous  Handel,  who  had  quarrelled  with  the  propria 
tors  of  the  Opera-houfe,  brought  on  the  Englilh  ftage  a 
new  fpecies  of  mufical  drama,  to  which  he  gave  the 
nrune  of  OratoriQy  and  in  which  hq  exerted  aU  bis  powers 
of  combining  harmony,  to  the  de)ight  and  aftqnifli* 
mcnt  of  the  whole  mufical  world.  But  the  Qratopo^ 
n^ch  has  al^rea^  loft  i^  hold  of  (he  public  tafie,  has 
to  many  radical  defers,  as  a  theatrical  entertainment  as 
muft  for  ever  prevept  it  from  being;  in  general  requeft.. 
It  has  fiible  and  dialogue,  but  neithqr  a^oa»  iceneryi 
nor  charaderiftical  dreflfes. 

Dr.  Ame,  fenfible  of  the  imperfciUons  of  the  Orato? 
rio,  attempted  to  infpire  his  countrymen  with  a  tafte 
for  the  Serious  Opera.  With  this  view,  he  fet  to  excel- 
lent mufic,  and  brought  upon  the  Englifh  ftage  a  tranf^ 
lation  of  the  Artaxcrxes,  of  Metaftafio  j  which  was  re- 
ceived with  the  moft  enthufiaftic  applaufe,  and  is  fKD  a 
favourite  performance.  Yet,  extraordinaiy  as  itm2Jf 
fcem,  we  have  no  other  fcrious  opera  that  is  fo  much 
as  tolerated.  Mufical  tragedy  is  happily  little  fuited  to 
the  general  tafte  of  an  EngliQi  audience,  which  requires 
a  more  mafculine  ^ompofition. 

Our  mufical  comedy  has  made  greater  progre6«  It 
hath  been  much  refined  and  improved,  by  the  exdiifion  of 
profligate  manners,  and  by  judicioufly  intermixing  fcenes 
of  fentiment  with  thofe  of  humour  i  as  in  Love  in  a 

FiHage, 
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Filhge^  the  Duenna^  and  fomc  other  pieces  of  a  fimilar    ^^^f 
kind,  vrfiich  have  dcfervedly  met  with  a  favourable  recejv 
tion.     Even  thefe,  however,  appear  to  be  lofing  ground. 
Many  of  our  Comic  Operas  are  already  transformed  into 
after-pieces,  and  as  fuch  they  will  always  pleafe« 

Since  the  charm  of  novelty  has  ceafed,  the  good 
fenfe  of  the  people  of  England  feems  ftill  to  require  a 
ftandard  comedy  or  tragedy,  as  their  principal  theatrical 
diih:— and  mufic  has  other  walks  to  occupy.  The 
grand  concerts  in  the  capital,  and  in  every  confiderable 
town  in  the  kingdom^  afforded  ample  fcope  to  native  com- 
pofers  ;  whilft  the  Opera-houfe,  or  Italian  theatre,  calls 
forth  all  the  talents  of  foreign  matters,  as  well  as  all  the 
powers  of  execution,  both  vocal  and  inftnunental,  by  the 
moft  liberal  rewards,  for  the  entertainment  of  the  no- 
bility and  gentry. 

The  advances  of  the  other  arts  confidered  as  elegant^ 
in  England,  during  the  prefent  century,  opens  a  wide 
field  for  inveffigation,  at  which  I  can  only  glance.  Nor 
am  I  required  to  enter  deeply  into  it  by  my  fubjed ;  a 
general  view  of  improvement  being  the  fole  purpofe  of 
this  letter.  The  improvements  in  manu£i4^ures  and  the 
inechanical  arts,  I  have  already  carried  forward  by  antici* 
pation,  in  tracing  the  progrefe  of  Commerce";  thoi^ 
perhaps  I  have  not  been  fufficiently  particular  in  fome  ar- 
ticles, fuch  as  the  great  perfedion  to  v^ich  the  printing 
of  linen  and  cotton  cloths  has  been  carried,  fo  as  to  fur- 
pais  in  beauty  thofe  of  India ;  or  of  paper  for  the  lining  of 
rooms,  which  has  been  taught  to  imitate  velvet  and  (attin, 
and  even  to  rival  upeftry.  Nor  ought  I  to  omit  the  tafte 
and  fimcy  difplayed  in  the  patterns  of  our  figured  filks  i 
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^ART  n.    or  in  our  carpets,  which  vie  with  thofe  of  Perfu  in  Ei- 
^"■^^•^    brie,  equal  them  in  luftre>  and  exceed  them  in  hannoaj 

of  colours. 

Our  fi^puldiral  moninnents>  at  die  dole  of  the  hft 
century  were  mere  mafonry,  and  executed  in  a  very 
Iku}  tafte.  Tl>e  excellent  carvings  of  Gibbons  in  wood 
excepted)  we  had  properly  no  fculpture,  KneQer^our 
only  painter  of  any  eminence,  was  a  foreigner^  and  em- 
ployed  himfclf  chiefly  on  portraits.  Ryfbrach^  Schee* 
maker,  and  Roubiliac,  wlio  have  fince  adorned  Weft« 
miniftcr-Abhey  witfi  many  fculptured  nK>nuinents  wor- 
thy of  ancient  Greece,  alfo  were  foreigners*  We  were 
more  fortunate  in  native  architqiSb. 

Inigo  Jokes  found  a  fucceflbr  not  unwt^rthyofhio}. 
felf  in  fir  Chriftopher  Wren,  rendered  immortal  by  the 
plan  of  St.  Paul's  and  of  St.  Stephen's  Walbroke  j  ex- 
clufive  of  his  other  great  dtfigns  —  of  (hat  of  Greenwich 
Hofpital  or  the  additions  to  the  palace  of  Kunptoii 
Court. 

Wrek  was  fuccecded  by  the  clafEcal  lord  Blirlii^twi, 
a  liberal  patron  of  the  arts,  and  no  contemptible  profeflbrv 
aiiJ  by  the  ponderous  but  inventive  Kent^  whofepIaD  of 
Kolkham,  the  feat  of  the  earl  of  Lciceftcr  in  Norfolfc,  and 
his  temple  of  Venus  in  Stowe  Gardens^  if  f\e  had  de- 
figrkcd  nothing  el(e,  would  entitle  ^im  tQ  a  diftinguijQied 
nnk  among  modem  archrtedis.  But  Keru  has  been 
greatly  furpafled,  in  architeilure,  by  fir  Wifliam  Cham- 
bers, Wpt,  Adam,  and  others^  wha  l^ve  adorned  the 
capital  and  every  part  ot  the  kingdom  with  edifices  in 
the  pureft  tafte  of  aiuiquity;  who  have  united  elegance 
with  conveniency,  and  lightneft  w;ith  folidity.  Koi 
ihould  Miln  be  forgot,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  hv 
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Blackfriar's-tridge,  a  work  to  which  antiquity  can  ofibr    ^xxkvl 
xio  parallel '?.  t_-^-._r 

We  have  at  prefent  native  ftatuaries  of  cpnfideraUe 
merit.  But  Bacon  and  Nollikens  have  yet  produced  no- 
thing equal  to  the  Hercules  of  Rylbrach,  Scheemaker's 
Khakfpcarc,  or  the  Handel  and  Newton  of  Roubiliac***. 

Hogarth,  the  firft  eminent  Englifh  painter,  if  we 
except  Scott,  who  excelled  in  fea-pieces,  may  be  faid  to 
have  formed  a  new  fcbool.  Above  the  Flcmifh  comic 
painters,  who  fervilcly  copy  low  lifey  or  debafe  it  into 
force,  and  below  the  beft  Italian  mailers,  who  generally 
draw  exalted  charaders,  and  elevate  human  nature,  as 
fer  as  it  was  poflible  for  men  degraded  by  civil  and  reli- 
gious flavery,  He  delineates,  like  Fielding  and  Smollett, 
the  ludicrous  features  of  middling  life  j  i^th  as  mufli 
truth  and  force  as  either,  a&d  with  a  more  direct  view 
ta  a  moral  purpofe.  They  who  are  in  doubt  about  this 
matter  need  only  confuk  his  Harlot* s  Pr^gre/sj  hisRaie^s 
JProgrefs,  his  Marriage  a  la  Afodej  and  his  Stages  if 
Cruelty. 

19.  Wefttninfter  bridge,  not  perhaps  left  noble,  though  farelf  iels 
elegant,  was  executed  after  the  plazt  of  a  Frenchman. 

ao.  Of  theft  celebrated  (katues  the  moft  excellent  if  the  Hegmdei^ 
compiled  from  various  parts  of  the  body  and  limbs  (which  theicu'p- 
tor  I'uppoCed  x.o  be  mod  truly  formed)  of  feveo  or  eight  of  the 
itrongcfl  and  beft  nude  men  in  England,  chiefly  champions  iu  the 
amphitheatre  for  bruifiitg,  under  the  protedioo  of  the  hte  duke  c^ 
Cumberland.  The  Newton  of  Koubiliac  has  alfo  great  merit ;  but 
Mr.  H.  Walpole  thinks  *<  the  oiV  is  a  little  too  ^tt  for  fo  gramc  a 
«*  man.*'  But  Mr.  Scott  a  man  of  tade  add  ^nius,  it  of  a  Tcry 
different  opiniou. 

«<  Behold !  (a  prifm  within  his  hands) 
Alfforli'd  in  tb^ugU  great  Newton  flandi^ 
Such  was  his  irrto  and  Mk  feremeg 
HitfrriMj  fttit  and  mfjme  mim* 

Byr 
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PART  n.  Bux  Ffogarth  knew  nothing  of  the  elegance  of  dc- 
fign,  the  delicacy  of  drawing,  or  the  magic  of  colours. 
Tbcfe  were  referred  for  Engliih  painters  of  a  higher 
order.  As  the  moft  excellent  of  thofe  arc  now  living, 
I  (hall  not  enter  into  a  particular  eftimate  of  their  merit; 
but  observe,  in  general.  That  if  they  have  not  attained 
sdl  the  force  of  colouring,  truth  of  drawing*  and  ftrength 
of  expreffion,  to  be  found  in  the  gF^teft  I(;dtan  oiafters, 
they  have  made  ample  amends  by  ^judicious  choice 
of  their  fubje£b.  Inftead  of  crucifixions,  flagellations, 
laft  Aippers,  and  holy  families,  they  have  given  fccond 
life  to  heroes  and  legj/lators.  They  have  made  public 
virtue  vifiblc  in  fomc  cf  its  moft  meritorious  a£b :  they 
have  paiifted  as  became  the  fons  of  freedom.  Nor  need 
I  \te  afraid  to  affirm.  That  Cojde/s  Earl  o/Cbasluuih 
Weft's  Departure  ofRegulus^  his  Pennfyk/ania  Charter^ 
aRdhfs  Death  of  IVolfeytobiy  nothing  of  Reynokk^s  Ugo^ 
Itncy  fill  the  mind  with  nobler  ideas,  and  awaken  the 
hc^rt  to  more  generous  emotions,  than  were  ever  com- 
municated by  the  pencil  of  any  flave  that  kneeled  at  the 
altar  of  fuperflition*'. 

21,  «*  Since  ajfi.Tv^ns  of  nrry  i/W  arc  equally  withta  the  paxrtcri 
M  fowetf*  fays  Quindi'iaa  »*  it  is  of  great  importance  that  he  sppy 
••  himfelf  to  excitfi  on  y  fuch  as  2tc  Ju^ftrviatt  to  go*Jxnr,2ij.**  ( 1»}* 
OraU  lib.  xi.)  And  Andotle,  amon^ft  other  inflrndbioiu,  gives 
it  ill  charge  to  the  governors  of  youth,  **  that  they  aUow  them  to 
«*  fee  no  pi(5lures  but  thofe  vrhuh  have  fuch  moral  tendency."  (/*a/;f. 
lib.  viiv)  The  reafon  of  this  caution  is  founded  in  the  drpths  of 
philofophy,  in  an  equal  knowledge  of  human  nature  and  the  isSueccc 
of  the  arts ;  for  there  can  remain  no  d'>uht,  That  whatever  addrci!cs 
itfelf  tmmed  atcly  to  the  eye  by  an  ach^  r.-ftrefentuth^  of  •ife.^ , 
imrfl  aJTcfi  the  youth/ml  minJf  and  indeed  all  minds,  hut  cfj^ecia^Iy  tht 
kaft  cultivated,  more  than  any  form  of  words,  or  combioatioo  U 
mrticvlate  fmatds^fpiifieant  of  ideas  merely  by  fonveHitM,  Yet  we  art 
told  by  a  m)t€d  connoiflcur,  «*  Thzt pi ffures  cannot  mJape  themfelves 
to  the  memMefl  capacities  J  as  Uiihappily  the  torr^  COB,'*  ^metJatet  rf 
TamtiMg  in  England,  vol  i.  Prcf,  p.  X. 
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FoRTUNATEL¥  for  the  lovers  of  embelliflunent,  en-  LBTTEa 
graving,  of  which  painting  may  be  laid  to  be  the  prato* 
type,  has  not  made  lefs  progrefs  in  England  during  Cbe 
prefent  century  than  the  parent  art.  Hiftorical  pi£hires 
can  only  become  the^  property  of  the  rich  and  great. 
And  they  are  very  liable  befide  to  be  injured  by  time  er 
accident.  Hence  the  utility  of  engraving  in  platjes  cf 
copper.  It  multiplies  copies  at  a  moderate  price  i  and 
its  reprefentations,  if  Ick  perfect  than  tbofe  of  the  pen-: 
cil,  are  more  compa£t  and  durable.  We  have  excellent 
prints  of  all  our  own  capital  paintings^  and  alio  of  moft 
of  thofe  of  the  grcateft  Italian  mafters.  At  the  head  of 
our  native  improves  of  this  elegant  and  ingenious  art» 
we  muft  ever  place  Strange  and  WooUet.  The  firft 
excels  chiefly  in  copying  human  figures^  the  latter  in 
landfcape.  They  have  both,  at  prefent,  feveral  formi- 
dable rivals  in  every  branch  of  the  art,  and  the  late  un- 
happy Ryland  was  perhaps  equal  to  either. 

We  have  yet  another  flouriihing  art,  defervedlj 
confidered  as  liberal,  and  which  is  of  Englifh  origin^ 
unlefs  we  fhould  allow  the  Chinefe  to  come  in  for  a 
{hare  of  the  honour  of  the  invention ;  namely  Modern 
Gardening,  or  the  art  of  painting  afield  with  natural 
and  artificial  objc^  difpofed  like  colours  upon  a  can- 
vas. For  this  art,  which  was  altogether  unknown  to 
the  ancients,  we  are  indebted  to  the  tafte  and  genius  of 
Kent.  He  taught  us  to  imitate  tM\xxtj  or  more  proper- 
ly fpeaking,  to  ail  upon  herplan^  in  forming  our  pleafure- 
grounds,  inftead  of  imprefling  upon  every  natural  ob- 
ject the  hard  ftamp  of  art;  he  taught  us,  that  the 
perfedtion  of  gardening,  confifts  in  humouring  and 
adorning,  not  in  conilraining  or  difguiling  nature; 
confequently,  that  ftraight  walks,  regular  parterres, 
circular  and  fquare  pieces  of  water,  and  trees  cut  in 
the  ihape  of  animals,  are  utterly  inconfiftent  with  true 

afte. 
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FART  It  tafte.  In  aword^  the  whole  fecret  of  Modem  Gardenii^ 
conflib  in  making  proper  iife  of  natural  fcenery ;  wood 
and  water^  hill  and  valley,  in  conjundtion  with  architec- 
ture ;  fo  as  to  give  beauty  and  variety  to  die  embelliihed 
ground,  and  in  judicioufly  veiling  and  expofing  the  fur- 
rounding  country :  in  contrafting  the  luxuriant  meadow 
,  with  the  barren  headi,  the  verdant  flope  with  the  rug- 
ged fteep>  the  fylvaxi  temple  with  the  ruined  tower ;  the 
meandering  rill  ^i&  the  majeftic  river,  and  the  fmoodi 
fiirface  of  the  lake^  or  artificial  fea,  with  Nature's  moft 
iublime  objedl,  a  view  of  the  boundlei^  and  ever-agi* 
fated  ocean* 

Milton  feems  to  have  had  a  diftinft  idea  of  tMi 

kind  of  gardening,  as  fiu*  as  it  regards  the  pardcuhr 
fpot. 

••  Through  Eden  went  a(  r'ttkr  latge; 
*'  Nor  changed  hi$  courfi^  but  through  i^tjbaggy  kill 
**  Pafs'd  underneath  ingulph'd  ;  foe  God   had  thrtrxn 
**  That  mountain  as  his  garden  mound^   high  rais'd 
**  Upon  the  rapid  current ^ — which  through  I'ctKs 
•*  Oi  forotu  earthy   with  kindly  thirft  updrawn, 
««•  Rofi  a  frejh  fountain^   ami  with  many  a  r'dl 
•*  fVater  d  \YiQ  garden* 

*'  From  x\i?iX  fafphire  fount  the  cri/ped brOoksy 
•*  Rolling  on  orient  pearl  and  fands  of  gold^ 
"  VJ \ih  mazy  error,  under  peiadjntjbadcs, 
*'  R^n  nc£^ar  ;  tfifitlug  each  plant  ^xidfcd 
**  floivers  worthy  of  paradife  ;  which  not  niire  art 
*•  III  heds  amd  curious  knots^  but  nature  boon 
**  Poured  hnh  prof u/e  on  hill,  and  dale^  ^nd plain  ; 
**  Both  where  the  morning  fun  firll  warmlj  fmote 
*'  The  open  field,  and  where  the  unpierccd Jbade 
••  Imiroivud  the  noan^tide  bovvers** 

This 
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This  is  certainly,  to  ufe  die  poet^s  6wn  words,  **  a    lkttfr 
happy  rural  fcene  of  various  v/Vw**."     But  Milton»    ^      _  "^ 
like  all  the  gardeners  of  his  time,  or  of  thofe  which 
had  preceded  it,  confines  his  paradife  within  high  boun- 
d^ics,  and  confequently  excludes  diftant  and  rude  proi- 
pedy  the  grand  charm  in  modern  gardening ;  for 

**  the  champaign  hesd 
^  Of  a  Jleef  wUcrfu/st  whofc  hairy  fides 
«*  With  thicket  orcr-grown,  grotcfquc  and  wild  ! 
**  Accefs  dffiUdi  a  ad  overhead  \Mp  grcvi 
**  InfuptralU  f/eight  of  loftleft  Jhade^ 
«^  Cedar,  and  pine,  and  fir,  and  branching  pa'in«" 

The  man  who  firft  threw  down  the  garden-wall,  and 
fimk  the  fofle,  whether  Kent  or  Bridgeman,  may  be  truly 
faid  to  have  broke  the  fpell  that  enabled  the  necro- 
mancer Art  to  hold  the  fair  damfel  Nature  fo  long  in 
chains,  and  to  have  made  the  terraqueous  globe  but  on^ 
great  garden.  From  that  moment,  beauty  began  to 
conned  itfelf  with  utility,  and  grandeur  with  ruflic  la- 
bour ;  the  pleafure-ground  with  the  paftured  and  culti- 
vated field,  the  gravel-walk  with  the  public  road,  and 
the  garden-lake  with  the  navigable  canal  and  the  fea  \ 
thai  glorious  fountain  of  univerfal  communication 
among  men,  which  enables  the  philofopher,  the  mer-» 
chant,  and  the  mariner,  to  vifit  every  (bare,  and  makes 
all  things  common  to  aU^ 

%\,  The  reiemblance  of  Milton's  Kdtn  to  a  {^srden  la;d  out  in  f he 
■indern  tafte,  was  firft  noticed  by  the  late  penetrating  Lord  K;i-nvt» 
ID  chap.  xxiT.  of  hit  RUwunU  tfCritUifm^  printrd  in  1762.  **  A!ii- 
tOD,'^  fayt  he,  *'  juftly  prefers  the  grand  taile  to  that  df  regularity.** 
-—and  he  quotes  part  of  the  above  extract,  in  confirmation  of  hit  re- 
mark. Yet  Mr.  H.  Walpolc,  in  retailing  the  fame  obfervatfon,  al- 
moft  twenty  years  lacrr,  6cmt  to  affiime  to  bimfelf  the  mcxlt  of  it» 
end  to  congratuUu  hlinfclf«  M  if  be  hsd  been  makiug  an  importan 
^covery. 

-  7  Whili 
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FART  I^       While  our  countrymen  were  thus  fuccefsfuUy  em- 
ployed in  extending  the  circle  of  the  arts,  and  in  embd- 
lifhing  external  nature  (cience  was  not  negjeded :  they 
were  not  inattentive  to  the  motions  of  the  heavens,  or 
the  operation  of  the  human  mind.    Locke  and  New- 
ton have  had  their  fucceflbrs,  as  well  as  Dryden  and  Mfl- 
ton.     Halley  tlluftrated  the  theory  of  the  tides,  and  in- 
creafed  the  catalogue  of  the  ftars  ;  while  Maqlaurin  made 
great  progrefs  in  algebra,  and  Gregory  reduced  aftrono- 
my  to  a  regular  fyftem.   Thefe  men  of  genius  have  been 
fucceeded  by  very  able  mathematicians;  but  the  a:ra  of 
difcovery  in  mathematics  feems  to  be  paft.  More  advance 
has  been  made  in  other  fciences,  with  which  Newton 
was  little  acquainted.   The  vegetable  fyftem  of  Tull  has 
led  to  die  greateft  improvements  in  argriculture;  and  thef 
bold  difcoveries  of  Frankland,  in  ele(^icity,  may  be  lui 
to  have  given  birth  to  a  new  fcience.     With  the  pur- 
pofe  to  be  ferved  by  many  of  thofe  difcoveries,  which  at 
prefent  fo  ftrongly  engage  the  attention  of  philofophers, 
we  are  yet  as  much  in  the  dark  as  in  regard  to  the  elec- 
tric principle  itfelf.  But  the  beneficial  efFeds  of  elc(3ri- 
city,  in  many  medical  cafes,  and  the  invention  of  me- 
tallic condu£lors,  by  which  buildings  and  fhips  are  prc- 
ferved  from  the  deftrudlive  force  of  lightning,  entitle  it 
to  notice  in  a  view  of  the  progrefs  of  fociety,  fliould  it 
even  otherwife  difappoint  the  hopes  of  its  fond  admi- 
rers. 

Among  the  fucceflbrs  of  Locke,  Hume  is  entitled  to 
the  firft  place.  Not  that  his  metaphyfical  inquires  arc 
more  acute  than  thofe  of  Berkeley,  Baxter,  Hartley,  or 
perhaps  of  Reid;  but  that  his  difcoveries,  like  thofe  of 
his  great  mafter,  have  a  more  intimate  relation  to  human 
aflFairs — are  of  univerfal  application  in  fcience,  and 
dofely  connefied  with  the  leading  principles  of  the  arts. 
His  beautiful  analyfis  ot  the  Association  of  Ideas, 
8  which 
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which  he  comprehends  under  three  general  heads ;  LFTter 
namely,  Refemblance^  including  contraft,  Contiguity  in 
time  or  place,  and  Cauft  or  Effe^,  And  his  ingenious 
Theory  of  the  PaJ/ionsj  or  the  Communication'  of 
Emotions,  immediately  laid  the  foundation  of  that 
Philosophy  of  the  Fine  Arts,  which  was  afterward 
formed  into  a  fyftem  by  Lord  Kaims,  in  his  Elements  of 
Critieifntj  and  which  has  fmce  been  illuftrated  by  many 
elegant  writers. 

But  none  of  diofe  writers  has  illuftrated  the  prin- 
ciples of  Mr.  Hume  fo  happily  as  himfelf.  They  may 
be  faid,  indeed,  only  to  have  written  commentaries 
on  his  illuftrations.  One  example  will  juftify  this 
remark.  The  fubjeft  is  Unity  of  A^iony  about  which 
all  critics,  after  Ariftotle,  had  talked  fo  much,  and  to 
fo  little  purpofe,  while  they  direHed  not  their  tajle  or 
ftntiment  by  the  accuracy  of  philofophy.  "  It  appears," 
fays  he,  ^^  That  in  all  produdtions,  as  well  as  the  epic  and 
tragic,  there  is  a  certain  unity  required,  if  we  would 
produce  a  work  which  will  give  any  lafting  entertain- 
ment to  mankind.  An  annalift  or  hiftorian,  who  fhould 
undertake  to  write  the  History  of  Europe,  during 
any  century,  would  be  influenced  by  the  connexion  of 
Contiguity  in  time  and  place.  All  events,  which  happen 
in  that  portion  of  fpace,  and  period  of  time,  are  com- 
prehended in  his  defign,  though  in  other  refpe£b  different 
and  unconnefted.  They  have  ftill  a  fpecies  of  unitj 
limid  all  their  diverfity.  But  the  moft  ufual  fpecies  of 
connexion'^  among  the  different  events  which  enter  into 
any  narrative  compojition^  is  that  of  Caufe  and  Effeii  ; 
while  the  hiftorian  traces  ^titferies  of  a  ff ions  according 
to  their  natural  order^  remounts  to  their  yirrr/  fprings 
fuid  principles^  and  delineates  their  moft  remote  confc^ 
quences.** 

,    Vot.V.  LI  If 
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Ip  Mr.  Hvaoeitmlmppj  m  iUuftrating  his  metaplip 
fical  fyBxmi  he  w»  jet  more  focce&fiil  in  exempliQmi 
it.  HisMonUPditkil^andlJteraryEi&ysaxepecfea 
modds  of  phtlofephical  mvdHgation.  He  is  altog^ 
dicr  logitaif  jHAoat  Ae  k>glcad  forms :  be  luiites  the 
phuA  per4>icuit]r  of  Locke  to  the  fyndietiGf  predfion 
of  WoUafton  and  rtie  andjUcsJ  accuracy  of  Hbiris. 
But  this  great  man^YriiO  has  canriedi  birnian  reafemng  tS 
the  utmoft  point  of  perfection,  has  endeaivoiirefl,  Iff 
Iceptical  doubts,  to  deftroy  die  certainty  of  all  reafiMH 
ing,  and  to  undermine  the  foundation  of  Veth  natunl 
idd  revealed  religion.  His  attack  upon  the  Ittter  kadi 
to  a  very  curious  and  impcMtant  inqtuiy  ^  *  the  Statf 
^  of  Chriftianky  in  England  during  the  Prcfent  Cco^ 
^tury.'*  I  Audi  enckavour  to  trace  the  oudines  of 
the  fiibjed,  by  way  of  termination  to  this  view  of  Ae 
Progrefii  of  Sod^^ 

That  general  toleration,  which  was  the  *^irr^^ 
confequence  of  the  Revolution,  gave  birdi  to  great  fiee^ 
dom  of  diicuiHon  relative  to  religious  matters.  Tht 
crowd  of  fedbu-ies,  no  longer  held  together  by  the  com- 
mon bond  perfecution,  or  refti-ained  by  fear  from 
unveiling  the  fuppofed  errors  of  the  church,  entered  in- 
to  a  bold  inveftigation  of  the  fublinie  myftcries  of 
Chriftianity.  And  the  Apoftles  of  eaoh  fed  keenly cen- 
fured  the  tenets  of  all  who  prcfumed  to  diflFer  from  diem 
on  any  particular  point.  Numberlefs  difputes  wcit 
hotly  agitated  about  dodrines  of  no  importance  to  dn 
rational  Chriftian, 

But  this  pious  warfare  was  not  fufficient  to  keep 
alive  the  fervour  of  zeal,  either  in  the  church  or  amofv 
the  diflenters,  in  a  ftate  of  unlimited  liberty  of  coe- 
fcience.  A  general  moderation  began  to  prevail,  aoi 
Ac  more  enlightened  fciSlaries  fccmcd  ready  to  join  the 
3  hktmij 
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jiierarchy ;  when  certain  fiery  fpirits,  tilled  with  In^ig-    Lett^^ 
Jdation  of  fuch  lukewarmnefs,  and  panting  for  the  crown  ^^ 

erf  martyrdom,  gave  birth  to  new  kSts  of  a  warmer  com- 
{dexion,  and  obliged  the  heads  of  the  old  to  enforce  their 
particular  tenets,  in  order  to  prevent  the  uttei*  ^fcrtion 
Df  their  followers.  Whitfield  and  Wefley  in  England^ 
and  the  two  Erfkines  in  Scotland,  rekindled  in  all  its  ar- 
•lour  the  flame  of  enthufiafin ;  which  raged,  for  a  time. 
With  dazzling  brightnefs,  in  fpite  of  the  utmoft  efforts 
of  reafon  and  ridicule.  Bat  the  fuel  of  perfecution,  the 
.  flake  and  the  faggot,  being  happily  with  -held,  it  has  now 
In  a  great  meafure  fpent  its  force.  Nor  have  the  Me- 
thodifts  yet  been  able  to  number  one  martyr  among  the 
multitude  of  their  faints. 

The  fpirit  of  infidelity  (as  it  always  will,  in  an  en- 
lightened age)  kept  pace  with  that  of  enthufiafm.  As 
many  of  the  wilder  feflaries  laid  claim  to  divine  illumina- 
tions, and  in  dieir  raving  pretended  to  prophecy,  fome 
men  of  fceptical  principles  endeavoured  to  bring  into 
fufpicioHy  and  even  to  deftroy  the  credibility  of  all  pro- 
phecy  ;  while  others  call  in  queftion  the  authenticity  of 
the  facred  books^  both  hiftorical  and  prophetical.  At 
the  head  of  thofe  fceptical  writers,  and  the  moft  danger- 
ous becaufe  the  moft  agreeable,  may  be  placed  Shaftef- 
bury  and  Bolingbroke. 

TiND  AL,  in  his  Chrijiianhy  as  old  as  the  Creation,  de- 
nied the  necejjity  of  the  Go/pel  i  as  it  promulgated,  he 
affifmed,  no  principle  or  precept  with  which  mankind 
were  not  formerly  acquainted.  Hume,  in  his  EJJay  on 
Afiraclesy  ftruck  dire<My  at  its  foundation,  by  attempting 
to  fliew,  That  no  human  tejilmony  isfufficlent  to  ejlabll/h 
the  reality  of  a  miracle.  And  an  author,  no  left  able  or 
learned  than  either,  has  written  an  htjlorlcal  dedu^llort^ 
to  prove  Chriftianity  to  be  of  human  origin. 

»  But 
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But  tfaefe  rude  attacks  have  only  (ervcd  more  fa 
to  cftablifh  true  religion^  while  they  have  given  a  fo 
check  to  cnthufiafm.  They  have  led  divines  to 
amine  minutely  into  the  proofs  of  Revelation,  and  ir 
them  fenfible  of  the  propriety  of  explaining  more  rati 
ally  the  myfterics  in  the  Chriftian  fyftem ;  efpccially 
of  the  Trinity,  the  Incarnation  of  the  Word,  and  the 
raculous  Influence  of  Grace  upon  the  Human  Soul. ' 
confcquence  has  been,  That  all  men  o( fouftd  mlndi 
good  morahj  conform  outwardly  to  the  religion  of  i 
country,  and  moft  of  thtmjinccrely  believe  it  to  be  ol 
vine  origin.  The  debafing  doSrine  of  Materialifm 
been  exploded,  as  alike  unfriendly  to  all  that  is  hi] 
in  the  human  chara£ier,  or  endearing  in  the  human  c 
dition*^ ;  for  he  who  confiders  this  earthly  fpot  as 
only  theatre  of  his  exiftence,  and  its  grave,  inflead  o! 
firft  flage  in  progreffive  being,  can  never  view  na 
with  a  chearful,  or  man  with  a  benevolent  eye. 

23.  Ad  attempt  has  lately  been  made,  by  a  learned  dhriDO,  to  j 
to  this  do^hioe  a  newcom  plexion  ;  but  his  opinions  arc  too  «! 
fieal  erer  to  be  generally  received. 


FINIS. 


